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THANKS 

I shou ld l ike to beg in by 
congratulat ing this year ' s éditorial t eam. 
T h e y have b e e n the bes t wi th w h o m I 
have yet had the p leasure of working: 
wel l -mot iva ted , cheer fu l a n d 
i n d e p e n d e n t , t hey h a v e t a k e n full 
responsibil i ty for their sect ions from the 
first day and have seen t h e m through to 
comple t ion with impressively little fuss 
and bother. Very well done, gen t l emen , I 
salute you ail. 

T h a n k s mus t go, as always, to the 
Resources Centre staff for tu rn ing the 
editore' layouts into finished pages a n d 
ar ranging for the actual pr in t ing of the 
magazine you hold. This is the first 
Chromcle for m a n y years wh ich has not 
b e e n pu t t oge the r la rgely b y Diane 
Smith, who left the Resources Cent re this 
year: I canno t let the m o m e n t go b y 
wi thout recording m y debt, a n d that of 
several previous editore of the magazine, 
to that lady 's good-humoured expertise. 
Sincere thanks , though, to Fred a n d 
Sandra for carrying on the good work. 

I shou ld like to t h a n k Bradley 
Spencer for the Pictures sect ion, the 
section b a n n e r s and the cover, and also 
va r ious co l leagues in t he M o d e m 
Languages and Classics d e p a r t m e n t s for 
the i r assistance wi th i t ems wr i t t en in 
languages o ther t h a n English. Special 
thanks , as always, go to Chris Boardman, 
w h o took m a n y of the photographs . 

Finally, as always, I t hank everyone 
in the school w h o wro te for th i s 
Chromcle. T h e r e were a few 
d i sappoin tments : for the first t ime in 
âges, two House repor t s came in too late 
for actual inclusion in the magazine, a n d 
several o ther i tems only jus t sl ipped 
u n d e r the door as it closed. But Chromcle 
r ema ins wha t it was set up to be: not 
mere ly a school magaz ine bu t a further 
ins ta lment in the unfolding his tory of 
King Edward's School, a compend ious 
record of m u c h of wha t goes on here . 
Well done ail of you for your addi t ions to 
tha t record. 

TFPH 
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Debbie MacMillan - Chemistry 

Chronicle: What have you done with your 

life before coming to KES? 

Miss M a c M i l l a n : After I left 
Edinburgh Univers i ty wi th m y 
chemis t ry degree , I w e n t to 
Durham University to start m y 
PhD I was studying there for 
three years before I came here . 

Tell us about your PhD project. 

My PhD is about Nuclear Magnetic 
Résonance of solids like 
a d a m a n t a n e a n d urea-a lkane 
complexes, looking p redominan t ly at 
proton, carbon and fluorine spectra. 

What are your first impressions of KES? 

I didn't really corne to KES with any expectations; I'd 
never actually heard of the school, having b e e n 
hrought u p in Scotland. Here, the boys are general ly 
well behaved but , obviously, with it be ing an all-boys 
school, the re is the occasionai disorderly m o m e n t . 
The a tmosphère is quite variable b e t w e e n the years, 
with the older boys be ing m u c h more studious and 
stressful. Overall, however, I 'm enjoying m y t ime 
here. 

What do you think about the extra curricular activities 

on offer to the boys and teachers at KES? 

There seems to be a very broad range available and ail 

ta lents and interests s eem catered for. 
There is a lot of music, and the few 

product ions that I've seen so far have 
b e e n of an extremely high standard. 

There are m a n y différent societies 
that the boys can go to, so that a 
good balance be tween work and 
activities can be achieved. 
I hea r that the s u m m e r drags 
n u m e r o u s teachers out to the 
tennis courts, so I shall probably 

give that a go if I 'm not too busy. I 
th ink that it's always nice w h e n the 

teachers get involved as well. 

What do you get up to in your spare 

time? 

Since starting work I haven ' t really had m u c h spare 
t ime. However I like to walk, be outdoors and I really 
like to be by the sea: Birmingham is a bit too busy for 
me . Coming from Scotland, I've b e e n trying to travel 
and see a bit of England, which I don' t know very well. 
Also I a m hoping to start to play golf in the summer . 

Have you any plans for the future? 

I th ink that m y plans are to cont inue teaching and to 
enjoy teaching as m u c h as I've done so far. I want to 
encou rage the boys and he lp t h e m feel rea l ly 
comfortable with chemis t ry at KES. In the short t e rm, 
I 'm hoping to finish m y PhD I have no long-term plans 
at the m o m e n t , bu t I hope to stay he re for a few years . 

Miss MacMillan, thank you very much 
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Lynn Seamark - Art (part time) 

Chronicle: Could you tell us a little about your 
childhood? 

Miss Seamark: I was b o r n a n d grew u p in Luton, a 
funny oíd p lace wi th not a lot going on. I d idn ' t look 
back w h e n I left for college! What I did not real ise 
or apprec ia t e at t he t ime was h o w mul t i cu l tu ra l t he 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e w h i c h I a t t e n d e d was . I feel 
p r iv i l eged to have b e n e f i t e d from tha t mix of 
expe r i ences and it is s o m e t h i n g I real ly not ice w h e n 
I look back. 

Where else have you taught? 

Only at Small H e a t h school, wh ich was obviously 
very different. I found that it was a very t ight-knit 
c o m m u n i t y , w h i c h I l iked, bu t it had a c a t c h m e n t 
á rea wh ich was not as mixed as I would like it to be 
in a perfect world. I feel tha t it is very benef ic ia l for 
pupi l s to grow u p in te rac t ing with , and d iscover ing 
m o r e about , a mix tu re of cu l tu res . 

What were your first impressions of KES? 

I was i m m e d i a t e l y m a d e to feel very w e l c o m e b y all 
the staff, not jus t by those in the Art d e p a r t m e n t . 
Sadly, th is does no t h a p p e n at all schools . I t h ink it 
was ve ry special tha t so m a n y peop le took the t ime 
to go out of the i r way and accep t m e into the school 
c o m m u n i t y . 

Why did you choose Art, and why do you think 
those considering taking it should do so? 

I t h ink tha t t he r e is a f u n d a m e n t a l n e e d in e v e r y o n e 
to be in s o m e way creat ive, w h e t h e r t hey ' r e c rea t ing 
art or apprec ia t ing it. Some peop le do no t real ise 
j u s t h o w m u c h art s u r r o u n d s us all the t ime . It 's not 
jus t about m u s é u m s and art gal ler ies . It is an 
essent ia l par t of life w h e t h e r it is in a sc ience 
textbook, on a football s t r ip, in a film or in the 
h o m e . I also feel tha t for a r o u n d e d éduca t ion it is 
vital to deve lop bo th the a c a d é m i e and art is t ic s ides 
of pupi l s . 

Do you think KES achieves a good balance between 
the two? 

Due to the op t ions sy s t em in place he re , it is eas ier 
for pup i l s to take Art in b a l a n c e wi th the i r m o r e 
académ ie subjects t h a n I have s een at s o m e schools . 

What would you 
say to people who claim that Art is an easy subject? 

T h e y obviously h a v e n ' t s een jus t how m u c h t ime 
and effort is r equ i r ed of all those tak ing it! It isn ' t all 
about s i t t ing d o w n wi th a pa in tb rush : the his tory 
and t h e o r y of ar t are now taught at all levéis, 
m a k i n g it a m o r e a c a d e m i c subject as weil . 

What do you do in your free time? 

Unsurpr i s ing ly , art fea tures p r o m i n e n t l y he re . I 
have a s tudio in my garage, in w h i c h I like to do 
ceramics , the area of art in w h i c h I t ra ined , as well 
as some pa in t ing . I read a lot, especia l ly nové is by 
S tephen King a n d Tolkien, and I like going to the 
gym. T h e o the r pass ion in m y life, o the r t h a n art, is 
my cats. I have six a l ready and would be p repa red 
to take on m o r e if I saw one in dis t ress . 

Finally, are you going to disappear after one year 
like a number of part-time teachers before you? 

T h a t is, un fo r tuna te ly , not up to me . I would 
cer ta in ly stay if I were offered an ex tens ión to the 
one year con t rac t I have at p r e sen t . It all d e p e n d s 
on the n u m b e r s tak ing Art at GCSE and A level . 

M i s s Seamark, thank you very much. 
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Stephen Parker - Modern Languages 
Chronicle: Could you tell us a little about your life 
before you came to KES? 

Mr P a r k e r : I was b o r n in Bradford and c a m e to 
Bi rmingham Univers i ty to s tudy F rench . I also 
s tudied p s y c h o l o g y a n d I ta l i an . I 've t a u g h t in 
several schools in B i rmingham: in Sut ton Coldfield, 
Erdington and Yardley. I re t i red ear ly a n d took a job 
at St George's , w h i c h was the first t ime I'd t aught at 
an i n d e p e n d e n t school . I t aught t h e r e for five yea rs . 
I was th ink ing about s topping t each ing a l toge ther 
when I h e a r d of the job at KES and was lucky 
enough to be appo in ted . 

What made you change your mind about 
retirement? 

Lots of different th ings , rea l ly . My th r ee daugh te r s 
were all e d u c a t e d at KEHS a n d I've a lways h a d a 
great affection for bo th schools , a l though I k n e w the 
Girls' School m u c h bet ter . As m y d a u g h t e r s were 
involved in mus ica l and thea t r ica l p roduc t ions , I felt 
I k n e w a li t t le bit about the boys ' school, b u t tha t I'd 
like to k n o w m o r e . Also, I'd r e a c h e d t h e stage in m y 
life w h e r e I w a n t e d to ca r ry on l ea rn ing , w h i c h is 
someth ing tha t I t h ink does h a p p e n to peop le w h e n 
they get into the i r fifties. I enjoy l e a r n i n g and I 
enjoy the expe r i ence of t e ach ing in te l l igent y o u n g 
people w h o will m a k e m e car ry on l e a r n i n g th ings 
as well. I enjoy t h e feeling of b e i n g kep t on m y toes . 

Why did you initially decide to go into teaching? 

French was one of the few th ings I was good at at 
school: I don ' t k n o w why, bu t I j u s t took to F r e n c h 
and tho rough ly en joyed it all t he t ime . T h e s a m e 
goes for the o the r l anguages I've learn t , b u t F r e n c h 
more so t h a n a n y other. T h e r ea son I w a n t e d to 
come into t each ing was very s imple : I w a n t e d to 
pass on m y love of F r e n c h to o the r people . I enjoy 
explaining th ings and it gives m e a buzz w h e n 
people u n d e r s t a n d t h i n g s t ha t t h e y h a v e n ' t 
previously unde r s tood . 

What are your impressions of life at KES? And what 
would you change, if anything, about the school, if 
you could? 

It's even b e t t e r t h a n I t hough t it would be ! T h e r e ' s 
nothing tha t I wou ld change . 

What are your interests outside school? 

I 'm very in te res t ed in m u s i c and I l ike a n y t h i n g to 
do wi th the outdoors , especia l ly cycl ing. I enjoy 
reading , t hea t r e and, obviously, l anguages . 

Would you say you have enough time to travel in 
France? 

Yes and no . I'd like to be able to t ravel m o r e and I'd 
like to be able to t ravel m o r e in school t i m e t han I 'm 
able to do. O n e of the d rawbacks of b e i n g a t e a c h e r 
is tha t you can on ly t ravel du r ing school ho l idays : 
tha t can b e a bi t of a nu i sance . 

Mr Parker, thank you very much 

HELLOS Page 7 



KES CHRONICLE 2003 

Helen McGarr - Modern Languages 

Chronicle: Miss McGarr, to kick things off, could 
you possibly give us a brief insight into your life 
prior to King Edward's. 

Miss McGarr: I've a lways loved s tudy ing l anguages . 
I m a i n l y c o n c e n t r a t e d on F rench and Spanish b u t I 
also did a bit of G e r m a n and Por tuguese as well . I 'm 
a B i r m i n g h a m girl and w e n t to school nea rby , in 
Hol lywood. I t h e n v e n t u r e d North, w h e r e I did a 
Jo in t H o n o u r s degree in F r ench and Spanish at 
Leeds Univers i ty . I c a m e b a c k to B i rmingham for 
m y PGCE, h a v i n g s p e n t a yea r in Spain as a 
l anguage ass is tant and a t e r m at a F r e n c h Univers i ty 
as well . 

Have you always fancied yourself as a teacher? 

W h e n I was y o u n g e r I h a d no p l ans to go into the 
profess ion. Both m y p a r e n t s were t e ache r s so I 
a lways h a d the ambi t ion to do s o m e t h i n g different. 
But I e n d e d u p here , wh ich is qu i te for tunate . I 
real ly couldn ' t imag ine doing a n y t h i n g else, to be 
h o n e s t . I h a d s o m e excel lent t e ache r s at school w h o 
rea l ly i n sp i r ed m e and it was whi le I was at 
un ivers i ty that I rea l i sed m y ambi t i on was to do the 
s a m e for o the r y o u n g peop le . 

Why did you decide on King Edward's? 

T h e y were in the p rocess of looking for n e w l y 
qualif ied t e a c h e r s at un ivers i ty . My tu tor jus t 
sugges ted it to m e one day and h e r e I am. Hav ing 
w o r k e d at a couple of o the r schools , I h a d formed 
the op in ion tha t I w a n t e d to work wi th pupi l s w h o 
w a n t e d to learn , and that I w a n t e d to work in a 
cha l l eng ing e n v i r o n m e n t . 

What were your first impressions of the school? 

I was e x t r e m e l y i m p r e s s e d on m y first visit. I s imply 
d idn ' t real ise that you could h a v e a school wi th so 
m a n y r e sou rce s a n d so m u c h going on for the pupi l . 
Need less to say, I was ve ry k e e n to s tar t work he r e . 
It 's t r ue to say tha t the re is an e thos at the school 
tha t you jus t don ' t find a n y w h e r e else. 

Do you have any long term ambitions? 

Well, we all have p ipe d r e a m s . However , for n o w I 
w a n t to s p e n d m a n y a yea r in the c lass room, 
b e c a u s e I do love it, and I wan t to gain m o r e 
expe r i ence in the field. In the long t e r m , hav ing 
b e e n to a l anguage school in France , I wou ld like to 
see myse l f r u n n i n g one in the future. T h e m a n 
b e h i n d that school s u b s e q u e n t l y m a d e a lot of 
m o n e y out of it, not tha t tha t is m y mot ive , of 
course! 

I'm sure that you have a life outside teaching. What 
do you like to get up to? 

Yes, t e ache r s do have l ives as well . Teaching is 
taking u p a lot of my free t ime at the m o m e n t . 
However , I b o u g h t a h o u s e last year, so I 'm in the 
p rocess of r enova t ion at the m o m e n t . I do m y best 
to go to the gym, b u t I real ly don ' t go as often as I 
would like. Many of m y fr iends from Leeds have 
jobs in London, so I e n d u p going d o w n some t imes 
to visit. I do t ry to get out and do s o m e t h i n g fun and 
different du r ing the w e e k e n d r a t h e r t h a n s taying at 
h o m e . I also like good food and nice r e s t au ran t s . 

From your limited experience of the school, is there 
anything that you would like to see changed? 

Not especia l ly . I would ask the imposs ib le : for 
example , I.T facilities in all t he c lassrooms, with 
whi te boards . 

/ assume you're talking about the famous 
"interactive whiteboards." 

Absolute ly . I would real ly like all t he toys of a 
Modern Languages teacher , such as daily l ink ups 
wi th France and Spain. Yes, I would ask for the 
imposs ib le! 

Miss McGarr, thank you very much 
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Matthew Albrighton - Geography 

Chronicle: Conici you teli us a little atout your life 
before you carne to KES? 

jylr Alb r igh ton : I was at University in Cambridge, and 
at school at Warwick before that, so I'm fairly locai. 
After Cambridge I went to work in Bristol at an 
accountancy firm, Price Waterhouse Coopers, for 6 
months. T h e n London for b e t w e e n 18 mon ths and 2 
years in an advertising agency, working on the media 
buying and p lanning for Vodafone, Marks and Spencer 
and ITN. That was quite good fun, getting involved 
with the glamorous side of life. The main reason for 

doing account ing was to give me t ime to find m y feet: 
although I k n e w I wanted to go into teaching, I wanted 
some t ime to th ink about things. Quite a few people 
had left universi ty with a job already sorted but I didn't 
want to do that, so I went to Bristol with a friend and 
earned enough m o n e y to have a good t ime - I would 
r ecommend it to anybody. 

Why did you decide to move to teaching - what was 
wrong with advertising? 

Quality of life, essentially. Advertising was a great 
laugh bu t it did b u r n the candle at bo th ends. We 
worked very hard and enjoyed it a great deal: but, as I 
said, I already knew I wanted to go into teaching. In 
London m y lifestyle was working from 8 o'clock in the 
morning until often 10 or 11 o'clock at night and then 
even contempla t ing going out after that! Nothing was 
left in m y life except for work and a little bit of social 
life, but even that was to do wi th advertising. I'd lost 

m y fitness and lost touch with all of my friends. So I 
decided to leave London and get back to what I really 
wanted to do. Although I work hard now, I can fit 
things in better. 

What are your interests outside school? 

Generally, sport. I like running , and play football on 
and off as well as the odd game of rugby, though that 's 
few and far be tween , unfortunately. I a l s o play in a 
band. What I found in the City w a s that people 's social 
lives had become preoccupied with m o n e y and being 
able to drive a BMW -1 got quite fat, really! 

How have you found teaching? Is it clifferent from your 
expectations? 

I left school about ten years ago and I'm amazed at 
how m u c h emphas i s there is now on examinat ions. So 
m u c h is focused on the exams at the end of the year, 
which disappoints m e - bu t it's not this school, it's the 
system. I had a Lower Sixth year w h e n we could relax 
: we had more t ime to play sport and discover other 
things. In t e rms of C o m i n g here, I feel comfortable 
because of the way life works. There are lots of extra 
curr icular activities: that 's why I applied here . My 
training year w a s spent at Great Barr School and 
College High School, which are very different from 
here. I had really, really good fun bu t it w a s doggedby 
paperwork. 

How does KES compare with your old school, 
Wanvick? 

They are similar, but KES's ach ievement generally is 
m u c h higher, which is a great challenge for me. It is 
difficult for me to compare because I left t en years ago. 
I know that w h e n we carne up to the big city we were 
int imidated by the 'ci tyboys' . And it w a s always a hard 
game of rugby, I r e m e m b e r that! 

Mr Albrighton, thank you very much. 
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Chronicle: What can you tell us about your past? Where do you see yourself in ten years' time? 

Mr Storey: I was brought up in Kendal in Cumbria and 
joined the Army at the âge of sixteen in 1976. I went 
straight to the Guards Depot at Pirbright in Surrey and 
on passing out from there was posted to Ge rmany to 
join the 2nd Battalion Scots Guards. After two years, I 
was posted back to Chelsea Barracks in London, doing 
Public Duties at Buckingham Palace and trooping the 
colour. I was promoted shortly after this and served as 
an instructor teaching recrui ts back at the Guards 
Depot, where I had started. 

What brings you to King Edward's? 

In this job, t h e r e a ren ' t real ly a n y p romot ion 
prospects . But in the m é d i u m term, I see myself right 
here . 

What do you like to do in your free time? 

I've got a young family, so I like to spend as much 
t ime with t h e m as possible. I also do a lot of DIY and 
gardening. 

From your limited expérience of the school, is there 
anything you would like to see changea? 

Leaving the Army, I wanted to do someth ing outdoors 
and also work with young people. What I found in the 
Army is that w h e n you progress, your job becomes 
more and more desk bound: King Edwards gave me a 
way to do military and adventurous training. So w h e n 
this job was advertised, I fìlled the criteria and he re I 
am. 

Apart from being the school's SSI, what else do you do 
here? 

I th ink that from m y point of view, I would like to see 
more of the t ime devoted to Outdoor Activities. 

And finally, are Sergeant Majors really as strict as the 
stereotype? 

It dépends . If you're in an infantry unit, with 600 
soldiers runn ing around, it definitely pays to be 
stricter. But if you ' re in a small unit, you can probably 
be a bit more relaxed in your approach to discipline. 

My ma in other job he re is to coordinate the Gold Duke 
of Edinburgh Award scheme and I also he lp on ail the 
school Outdoor Activity trips. The SSI duties keep m e 
quite busy though: p lanning tr ips mainly, which 
involves a lot of paperwork. 

And where would you fit on that spectrum? 

I would say I'm laid back bu t I can shout if I need to. 

Mr Storey, thank you very much. 
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Sigi Shuster - Spanish Assistant 

Chronicle: Puedes decirnos algo sobre tu vida antes de 
venir aquí a Inglaterra por favor? 

g i g i : Soy de Argentina. Estudié para maest ra ja rd inera 
por tres años y trabajé dos años en un jardín de 
infantes con niños entre dos y cinco años. La gente 
cree que mi vida es m u y in teresante porque en el dos 
mil iba a venir para dos meses so lamente a hacer un 
curso de inglés como tu puedes hacer un curso de 
español. Tomé el examen de 'first certifícate' y luego 
debería h a b e r vuel to a Argent ina porque estaba 
anotada en la facultad para estudias de psicología allí. 
Fui a Londres porque quise hacer u n curso de inglés y 
me quedé. Me quedé m á s t i empo y más t iempo, hasta 
que m e anoté en la facultad en Birmingham sin pensar 
mucho! 

¿Ahora estás en la Universidad de Birmingham, no? 

Sí, estudio psicología y estoy en mi úl t imo año. 

¿ Y qué piensas sobre King Edward's, y más 
concretamente, los estudiantes aquí? 

Me gusta m u c h o el colegio y el s is tema y como yo fui 
a un colegio privado es parecido el ambiente , es m u y 
divertido. Es in teresante porque los es tudiantes saben 
hablar m u y b ien español y son m u y amables . 

¿ Y los profesores? 

También no conozco a demasiados pero en general a 
los que conozco son m u y amables . 

¿ Te gusta Birmingham? 

Sí, como vivía en Londres y Londres es m u y grande y 
hay d e m a s i a d a s cosas para h a c e r pref iero 
Bi rmingham. Me gusta visi tar ahora Londres . 
Birmingham es más t ranqui lo y es l indo. 

i Qué sueles hacer cuando tienes el tiempo libre, como 
pasatiempos? 

Me gusta viajar - suelo ir a Londres o a un lugar en el 
campo porque en Argentina no estoy acostumbrada, y 
salgo mucho con mis amigos. Desde que estoy en 
Inglaterra bebo más cerveza y el clericó, que es una 
bebida argentina con vino blanco y frutas, m u y dulce. 
De vez en cuando voy a bailar salsa y m e gusta m u c h o 
caminar. Pero nada más , soy bas tante tranquila. 

i Que piensa la gente española sobre Inglaterra y los 
ingleses? 

No soy española pero creo que hay muchos españoles 
en Inglaterra y por lo tanto imagino que le gustan la 
cultura y la gente aquí. 

¿ Cuál es tu hombre ideal? 

Debe ser gracioso y de b ien h u m o r y t ranquilo pero 
que le gusta hacer m u c h a s cosas. Es acomodadizo. 

¿ Estas soltero? 

Sí, no soy casada pero tengo u n novio. 

¿ Qué música te gusta? 

Me gusta Bon Jovi y música rock y música no de 
ahora, como Bruce Springsteen. 

i Tienes algunos planes para el futuro? 

Sí, bas tantes . Por ejemplo, tengo planeado estudiar u n 
profesorado para t ene r un título para enseña r español . 
El año que v iene no sé si lo voy a h a c e r en 
Birmingham o en España y luego tengo ganas de hacer 
un curso de terapia para a tender pacientes . 

Sigi, thank you very much. 
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Christophe Truglio - French Assistant 

Chronicle: Christophe, pour commencer, pouvez-vous 
me faire un résumé de ce que vous avez fait dans votre 
vie jusqu'à présent? 

Chr i s tophe : Je viens de Nice, une ville ensoleil lée 
dans le sud de la France, où je suis né et ou j ' a i 
toujours vécu d'ailleurs. J'ai é tudié l 'anglais et la 
l i t térature m o d e r n e à l 'université, et en toute logique 
j ' a i fini par m' in téresser à la l i t térature anglaise. Après 
u n e l icence en anglais, je suis en ce m o m e n t en t rain 
de p r é p a r e r u n e maî t r i se sur le théâ t r e anglais 
con tempora in des a n n é e s 1990 

Quelle est votre opinion du lycée Edward six? 

D'après ce que j ' e n ai vu, c'est un t rès bon lycée et je 
suis assez impress ionné par le n iveau des élèves, la 
qualité de l ' ense ignement et le lycée en général . Les 
professeurs sont t r ès 
s y m p a t h i q u e s et les 
élèves sont charmants , 
n a t u r e l l e - m e n t . C'est 
parfait pour t ravai l ler 
dans de b o n n e s 
conditions! 

Vous avez 
intérêts? 

d'autres 

J ' adore le c i n é m a et 
j 'essaie d'y aller le plus 
souven t possible, les 
films d ' au t eu r m e 
p a s s i o n n e n t tout 

p a r t i c u l i è r e m e n t . 
Sinon, j ' a ime beaucoup 
lire, et la l i t t é ra ture 
m o d e r n e et c lass ique 
reste u n de m e s centres 
d ' in té rê t pr ivi légié . 
Quand j ' a i le temps, et 
que je ne suis pas trop 
pa resseux , j ' e s sa i e de 
faire u n peu de sport 
pour rester en forme: de 
la natation, ou m ê m e 
s i m p l e m e n t de la 
marche . 

Quels sont vos futurs projets? 

Pour l ' instant, m o n avenir est assez flou. Je ne sais pas 
vra iment ce que je voudrais faire plus tard. A l 'heure 
actuelle, je préfère profiter de ma liberté en toute 
tranquill i té, sans t rop m e soucier de m o n avenir....j 'ai 
le t e m p s pour ça! 

Vous voudriez devenir professeur peut-être? 

Oui, pour moi l ' ense ignement reste une possibilité, 
pourquoi pas? J'ai, malgré tout, l ' impression que le 
mét ier de professeur est parfois difficile et exigent, je 
ne sais pas encore si je suis prêt à affronter cela.... 
J 'a imerais b ien travailler dans la communica t ion , si 
j ' a i le choix plus tard. 

Aimeriez-vous voir des changements dans l'école? 

Absolument pas. Je n'ai 
pas du tout à me 
p la indre de ma 
condit ion à l ' intérieur de 
l 'établis-sement. 

Je sais que vous venez de 
Nice, vous aimez 
Birmingham? 

J 'a ime beaucoup ma vie 
à Birmingham. C'est une 
ville avec beaucoup de 
choses à faire et à voir. 
Je viens d 'une ville en 
France qui n 'est pas très 
grande , et donc pour 
moi B i r m i n g h a m est 
v ra iment différente, j 'ai 
l ' impression d'être plus 
libre et de découvrir de 
nouve l l e s expér iences 
chaque jour. 

Christophe, merci 
beaucoup 
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Nicole Pointecker - German Assistant 

Chronicle: Was haben Sie in Ihrem Leben vor KES 
gemacht? 

Nicole: Ich habe in Salzburg studiert . Ich habe eine 
pädagogische Akedemie besuch t , u m 
Volkschullehrerin zu werden und ich habe im Jun i 
meine Abschlußprüfung gemacht . 

Warum möchten Sie in England lehren? 

Ich finde die englische Sprache sehr interessant . Ich 
möch te na tü r l i ch auch m e i n Engl isch e twas 
verbessern und es ist auch eine Herausforderung in 
e inem ande ren Land zu leben. 

Was machen Sie in Ihrer Freizeit? 

Ich treibe sehr gerne Sport, u n d ins besondere mache 
den Kampfsport Aikido e inmal pro Woche. Ich laufe 
und s c h w i m m e sehr gerne und fahre gern Schi und 
wanderne . Ich reise sehr gerne u n d ich war schon in 
vielen Ländern u n d ich tanze sehr gerne zu Rock - und 
Popmusik. 

Arbeiten Sie lieber mit den Mädchen oder den Jungen? 

Das ist schwer zu sagen. Sie sind sehr unterschiedl ich. 
Ich arbeite mit be iden gerne, auch ist die Arbeit sehr 

unterschiedl ich. Mit den J u n g e n arbeite ich etwas 
a n d e r e s als mi t den Mädchen . Beides ist sehr 
interessant . Es mach t viel Spaß. 

Wie hast sich Ihre Meinung über die Engländer 
geändert seit Sie nach England gekommen sind? 

Früher dachte ich, daß alle Engländer Fish und Chips 
essen und kein Gemüse kennen , unsport l ich u n d sehr 
reservier t sind. Ich habe herausgefunden, daß sie sehr 
freundlich, hilfsbereit u n d sportlich sind und m a n 
findet h i e r in B i rmingham sehr gutes Essen, 
besonders Baltis. 

Was erhoffen Sie sich für die Zukunft? 

Ich möchte gerne als Volksschullehrerin arbeiten, weil 
ich dafür me in e Ausbildung gemacht habe. Vielleicht 
auch Englisch als 
Fremdsprache in der Volksschule un te r r ich ten . Zur 
Zeit ist das sehr populär. Ich würde vielleicht auch 
gerne eine Weltreise machen , bevor ich 30 bin. 

Nicole, vielen danke 

HELLOS Page 13 



Rosie Temperley - Economies 

In 1987, w h e n the then Industriai Fellow, Jack 
Jenkins , left for greener pas tures with Barclays Bank, 
there was no one to take over his half-timetable of 
Economies teaching. So Rosie Temperley, the mothe r 
of a boy in the school, came to "help out". Rosie has 
b e e n "helping out" for more than 16 years. 

Rosie is a good economist , well read in the subject 
and capable of inspiring the br ightest s tudents . As a 
teacher she has set high s tandards and always b e e n 
Willing to help out individuals who have found the 
subject difficult, or perhaps not worked throughout the 
course. She has given up count less hours of he r own 
t ime to give individuai he lp to boys; there are m a n y 
Old Edwardians who owe their good A-level grade in 
the subject to her. In the days of "Extra Studies" w h e n 
we offered the old AS course, she frequently inspired 
bright boys to take the full A-level and gave up her 
t ime to give t h e m extra teaching to help t h e m gain a 
good grade. 

It is a t e s t ament to he r dévotion both to the subject 
and to he r teaching of it tha t I first me t Rosie before I 
started teaching at King Edward's. She frequently 
a t t ended meet ings of the Economies Association in 
Bi rmingham and a t t ended the annua l conférence 
dur ing the Easter holidays. Only a small propor t ion of 
full t ime teachers make this effort; it is virtually 
unheard-of for a part- t ime teacher to do so. 

However, it has not only b e e n in the classroom that 
Rosie has m a d e he r mark . In he r younger days she was 
an excel lent t e n n i s player. Back p r o b l e m s h a v e 
prevented he r playing in récent years but for several 
years she he lped Sandra Higgitt with school t enn i s 
t eams and drove the school min ibus to fixtures. She 
has also b e e n the part- t imers ' représentat ive on the 
C o m m o n Room Salaries Commit tee , where she has 
ensured that the part- t ime staff have had a fair deal. 

When I jo ined the school Rosie supported me in 
introducing Business Studies A-level and for the first 

few years he lped to teach the accounts section of this 
course. She also had clear ideas about how the 
Economies course should be taught and for several 
years we broadly followed her ideas. Unfortunately, 
the new AS/A2 sys tem made changes necessary: Rosie 
has not really enjoyed the new course and is criticai 
bo th of the modu la r style of exams and of the 
oppor tun i ty for re-sit t ing. She is also criticai of 
anyth ing that she sees as "dumbing down" of the 
subject. 

That the last few years of he r career at King 
Edward's have b e e n less enjoyable is to be regretted 
and Rosie is pleased to be retiring. She will enjoy her 
garden, grandchi ld, pop-up books and the m a n y 
bus iness trips wi th David, he r husband. I a m sure that 
everyone at King Edward's wishes t h e m both a long 
and happy re t i rement . 

TM 
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Richard Lonsdale - Classics 

Richard Lonsdale was a pupil of Bolton School and 
studied Classics (with Tennis) at Brasenose College, 
Oxford. He took his PGCE at Cambridge bu t did most 
of his teaching practice at KEHS. Once he had tasted 
the intellectual delights of Bi rmingham he was hooked 
and, after a year at King's College School, Wimbledon, 
Richard arrived at KES in September 2000 as a newly 
qualified teacher. He leaves us three years later as an 
experienced schoolmaster in order to take up his new 
position as Head of Classics at Shrewsbury High School 
for Girls. 

Richard has made a un ique contr ibut ion during his 
relatively short t ime with us. He has emerged as a 
gentle and l ikeable teacher , well r e spec ted by 
colleagues and pupils, who has b e e n a source of 
friendly advice and firm encouragement . He has b e e n 
responsible for m a n y excellent grades in Latin and 
Greek at GCSE and A-level, as well as producing some 
equally impress ive resul ts in the in te rna l school 
examinations. He has b e c o m e a respected form mas ter 
and has also taught History to the Shells. As a talented 
t enn is p l aye r himself, h e h a s m a d e a valuable 
contribution to School t enn i s and has organised several 
school teams. He has main ta ined a valued place in the 
Staff cricket t eam. He has coped well wi th the 
demands of long-distance commut ing , marr iage to 
Laura and the recent bir th of his son, Theo. 

Richard has proved to be an excellent classroom 
technician, who has used an exceptionally wide range 
of visual aids to enhance his lessons. He will certainly 
be r emembered for his major input into the audio
visual awareness of the Classics Depa r tmen t - the 
drawn curtains, the d i m m e d lights, the flickering 
screen and the hushed silence of the pupils as ano ther 
i tem is played from his vast video collection in Gl , 
r e n a m e d Screen One in his honour. His relat ionship 
with the audio-visual equ ipmen t that graced his room 
was deep ly mo v in g and s incere . Richard n e v e r 
bel ieved that a video was someth ing just for the end of 
t e rm. The video show played an integral part in his 
special approach to teaching and learning. 

I a m very grateful for the support that Richard has 
given us over the past three years, bo th inside the 
classroom and on m a n y school visits. I a m delighted 
that he has b e e n appointed to cont inue the tradition of 
Classics at Shrewsbury High School, just a short 
distance from his h o me . I a m sorry that he is leaving 
us bu t I a m delighted that he will be taking something 
of King Edward's School to Shrewsbury, as one of the 
younges t Heads of D ep a r tmen t to be appointed. Well 
done, Richard, on your early promotion! Come back 
and visit us somet ime! Floreat Salopia! Floreat Video! 

SFO 
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J o h n Herber t is leaving us ra ther sooner than we 
might have expected or hoped. He first appeared at 
KES in the académie year 1999-2000, teaching part-
t ime while working on his PhD thesis at Birmingham 
Univers i ty . T h e epic tuss le wi th the thes i s h a s 
cont inued unaba ted ever since, while J o h n has moved 
on to a full-time post teaching English (his ma in 
subject) , His tory and Rugby. He h a s t aken on 
responsibili t ies left and right: as an Upper Middle 
Form Tutor and Tutor for Gifford; as a regulär star of 
Big School assemblies; acting in Never Mina the Cheers 
and Hooting; as an intensely active part of the school's 
Rugby establ ishment . Just as it s eemed that h e was 
firmly embedded in the structure, he applied for and 
was offered, at a remarkably early âge for such a 
weighty position, the post of Head of English at 
Christ 's Hospital. This is a real coup for h im, and a real 
loss for us. 

John chooses to be defined as an English teacher 
first and foremost, and he has certainly contr ibuted 
generously to that area of School life. His académie 
ambit ion for his pupils has b e e n impressive: I was 
initially sceptical about the idea of a UM class s tudying 
A Room With A View, but John convinced me that I 
was wrong to be so. At the other end of the spect rum, 
he has done innovative and up-to-the-minute work 
t h e m e d a round advertising, leading his classes to 
devise Publicity campaigns for fictitious produets and 
record video advertising "pitches". His rapport with the 
boys he teaches has b e e n impressive: he is deservedly 

populär, and held by some in a sort of awe. 
One of the things about h im that has always 

impressed me has b e e n his readiness to give more 
than was asked for, and his impact on KES has not 
b e e n l imited to the English classroom, impor tan t place 
though that be . His contr ibut ion to Rugby has been 
i m m e n s e : ali the way from Coaching the U14As (I am 
assured that nobody involved will easily forget his 
fitness sessions, n i cknamed "Herbie's House of Pain") 
to pu t t i ng t ime and exper t i se into the Greater 
Bi rmingham U16 squad and the Ist XI. He has helped 
to organise and lead tours both to South Africa and to 
New Zealand and Fiji. 

On thèse tours he was valued part icularly for his 
en thus iasm as a public speaker. This lat ter fact will not 
surpr i se a n y o n e who r e m e m b e r s his Big School 
addresses , cer ta in ly a m o n g the be s t and most 
en ter ta in ing of their era. He is a fine raconteur with a 
sensé of t iming that professional comics might envy. 
His Hello in terview in the 2000 Chronicle offered a 
characteristically self-deprecating explanation for his 
choice of profession: "I b e c a m e bored and I needed the 
money". In fact, J o h n cornes from a teaching 
background and his ambit ion for as long as I have 
k n o w n h im has been to move up the profession in the 
d i rec t ion of wha t Monty Py thon calls " supreme 
executive power". The post at Christ 's Hospital is 
surely a big S tep in the right direction. Everyone at 
KES wishes h i m well as he faces the chal lenges and 
opportuni t ies of his n e w position. 

TFPH 
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Derek Everest - Second Master and Geography 

Derek Everest, like the mounta in , is an Olympian 
figure. He has taught at King Edward's for 39 years, 
and served unde r five Chief Masters. 5000 boys have 
passed t h r o u g h h is h a n d s . A c o n s u m m a t e 
schoolmaster with outs tanding m a n a g e m e n t skills, 
Derek has always b e e n totally dedicated to King 
Edward's. But it all started somewhat inauspiciously, 
when Derek refused Ronald Lunt ' s offer of 
accommodat ion at Oakfield Road in 1964. Canon Lunt 
(Chief Master 1952 -1974) wrote: "I a m sorry that you 
propose to live at h o m e in Coventry and travel each 
day. The life of a schoolmaster is not the life of an 
office wallah. It does seem to me most desirable that a 
young m a n in your position should not be governed by 
trains to and from Coventry. In particular, a m a n in 
the PE depar tment , who has ra ther less correct ions to 
tackle than other men , should be prepared to put in 
time irrespective of train departures ." 

It appears that, w h e n interviewed for the PE post, 
Derek did not know that he was going to be asked to 
teach Geography. Ñor indeed did the then Head of 
Geography, Bill Whalley! So his first 24 years were 
spent as a full t ime specialist in PE, 15 of those years 
as Head of Depar tment , and as a teacher of Geography. 
His basic ph i lo sophy has a lways b e e n tha t the 
development of physical skills is a discrete discipline 
in no sense inferior to the academic disciplines of the 
school. He led the Depa r tmen t by example and was a 
skilful and sympathe t ic teacher. 

Derek is an outs tanding all round spor t sman - a fine 
cricketer, dash ing in hockey, soccer, gymnas t ics , 
swimming and la t ter ly wind-surf ing and cycling. 

Above all he has 
excelled at Rugby, 
playing for Coventry 
and Moseley w h e n 
they were amongst 
the bes t clubs in the 
coun t ry . An 
o u t s t a n d i n g l y 
ta lented fly half, he 
en joyed an Ind ian 
s u m m e r wi th 
Moseley, where he 
was often se lec ted 
for the t eam ahead 
of the then English 
fly-half. During this 
t ime he was 
e n e r g e t i c a l l y 
canvassed by T h e 
Birmingham Post for 
p r o m o t i o n to the 
England XV. Derek's 
picture appeared in 
the paper even w h e n 
he had not played. 

Derek in action in the County Final: North 
Midlands us Middlesex, 2nd February 1976 

Everest at Everest, May 1990 

This p h e n o m e n o n reached its apogee with a ma tch 
report of a part icularly fine win for Moseley over one 
of the top sides in the country, which carried just one 
photograph with the caption: "Derek Everest: who was 
unavailable to play because of work c o m m i t m e n t s on 
Saturday." If Derek had had the negotiating power of 
David Beckham' s m a n a g e m e n t the image r ights 
income from The Birmingham Post alone would have 
far exceeded his salary as a teacher. 

Derek was a 'player 's player ' , in that he played for 
the t eam rather than himself. His ball handl ing was 
outstanding, and despite his relative lack of size he 
kicked the rugby ball i m m e n s e distances off ei ther 
foot. In 1972 Stuart Birch (Derek's successor as Head 
of PE) played flanker for the Old Edwardians in their 
last ever first-class fixture, against Moseley and Derek. 
It was a wet and miserable evening unde r floodlights at 
The Reddings. Derek be t Stuart £1 (you could do a lot 
with that in 1972) that Stuart would not lay a hand on 
h im dur ing the who le ma tch . Foolishly, Stuart 
accepted. Approaching half-time, a line-out on the 
halfway produced a wre tched pass to Derek that 
b o u n c e d several t imes beh ind h im. "Got him!" thought 
Stuart, but in typical fashion Derek not only picked the 
bar of soap u p cleanly, bu t sold Stuart a huge d u m m y 
and then kicked a drop goal, left-footed, from inside his 
own half! Not a fluke, bu t typical of his outs tanding 
rugby skills. 

Derek 'retired' from playing to be in charge of rugby 
and coach the 1st XV. He did this for 21 years, and 
even after that coached jun ior teams. He was no 
advocate of 'Coarse Rugby' or the 'If it's on the ground 
and it moves, kick it; it might be the ball ' school. He 
expected t eams to be skilful and mobile and above all 
fair and sportsmanlike. He took great delight in the 
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success of his t eams and of individuáis, such as Ian 
Metcalfe. Above all he delighted in seeing 39 years ' 
worth of Shells develop into rugby players. All this, 
however, was done at a price. Derek was, and still is, a 
great worrier. As a coach, he would get increasingly 
agitated as the week progressed; neurot ic by Friday, h e 
was a basket case on Saturday, Bromsgrove match day. 
But as all coaches and managers know, it goes with the 
job. Derek survived. 

In 1988 he was t r ans la t ed to the Sénior 
Management Team, first as Under Master, and t hen as 
Second Master. He possesses h ighly deve loped 
m a n a g e m e n t skills and is brill iantly well organised. 
He kept h is ear cióse to the ground and was highly 
receptive to new ideas, part icularly in the field of 
school adminis t ra t ion and computer isa t ion. He was a 
dedicated m e m b e r of the t eam bu t always responsive 
to the needs of colleagues. His impor tance to three 
Chief Masters has b e e n similar to that of a m e m b e r of 
Mrs Thatcher ' s Cabinet (Lord Young of Graffham) of 
w h o m she said: "My o the r m in i s t e r s b r ing m e 
problems; he br ings m e solutions". 

So he is Mr Fixit, never flustered. Or near ly never? 
Four or five years ago Derek (as Safety Officer) and 
Rob Symonds (as Cha i rman of the Safety Commit tee) 
carne in after the end of the S u m m e r Term to carry out 
some risk assessment . All went well unti l they were 
looking in the audio-visual room área. The latch of an 
audio-visual room closed beh ind t h e m and they were 
t rapped on top of the roof. The re was virtually no one 
in school and they did not have a mobile te lephone. 
After about 15 minu t e s of discussion all the options for 
escape had b e e n ru led out . In spi te of h is 
moun ta inee r ing /Everes t pretensions, Derek decl ined 

The eagerly fought match hetween the Common Room and 
the XI, 1971 Stuart Birch is umpiring. 

Derek at the school 
which he has graced 
with Jus présence for 
39 years 

to 'go over the top' and climb down to the England 
Garden. They eventual ly managed to attract a cleaner, 
who rescued them. Rob's versión is that despite 
Derek's background and CCF 'sang froid' it was Derek 
w h o had the pan ic at tack and s tar ted burbl ing. 
Needless to say, this was one risk assessment which 
was rapidly acted on. The doors were altered to avoid 
trapping people in the future. 

For Derek, life at King Edward's has b e e n shared 
with his wife Pat. She has b e e n a constant source of 
encouragemen t and support despite be ing a 'Rugby 
widow' at t imes and having h o m e life disrupted by 
m a n a g e m e n t crises necessi tat ing Derek 's presence at 
school dur ing anti-social hours . They share a great 
satisfaction that son J e r emy was educated at King 
Edward's, and that his title has recent ly changed to 
Doctor J e r e m y Everest. There was a possibility of the 
es tabl ishment of an Everest dynasty w h e n Je remy 
taught in the Geography Depar tmen t for a t ime; but it 
was not to be . The British Geological Survey got in 
first. 

In 1964 Canon Lunt admonished Derek as follows: 
"If you are going to go forward in the profession you 
really should consider giving during t e r m t ime your 
full service to your school. This may be possible living 
in Coventry, provided that you do not b e c o m e too 
punc tua l a clock-watcher." However, Derek is the least 
likely n o m i n e e for the post of 'clock-watcher' in the 
annals of the teaching profession, and indeed his 
contr ibut ion to the school is such that h e has had to be 
replaced by two people. His depar ture leaves a 
yawning hole in the life of the school: in the Sénior 
Managemen t Team; in the PE Depar tment ; on the 
spor t s field; in the CCF Naval Section; in the 
Geography Depar tment ; on field trips in Heal th and 
Safety; in Sénior Management Meetings on Wednesday 
early evenings; and as female impersonator on Red 
Nose Days. 

We all t hank Derek for be ing such a splendid chap, 
and hope that he and Pat enjoy re t i rement , at least 
until King Edward's needs Derek again next Summer 
Term. 

G A 
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Combinée! Cadet Force 
Commanding Officer's Overvie 

Since there is m u c h detail in the various reports 
from Sections and individuals, I propose to keep this 
brief and deal with the most impor tant aspects from 
my point of view. No doubt I'il miss out someone or 
something, but with any luck they'l l get men t ioned 
elsewhere... 

Recruitment: 
I am delighted that this year, for the first t ime, we 

have recrui ted almost equal n u m b e r s to all three 
sections. As a resuit we are on the way to being a 
better-balanced CCF. Overall n u m b e r s are holding 
steady at b e t w e e n 160 and 170, which is highly 
respectable; the RAF Section has expanded to rival the 
Army in numbers , and the Navy is fast catching up . 

Team Achievements: 
And it is not just a n u m b e r s game. Much has 

happened this year to br ing credit on our CCF. At the 
Brigade March & Shoot, W02 Steve Cumber land led 
the Army t eam to a very impressive route m a r c h t ime 
and a faultless inspection, securing the position of top 
CCF before the shooting scores were added. Sadly the 
shooting let the t eam down a little. Better luck next 
year! The RAF secured Regional shields in First Aid 
and Physical Challenge, and third place overall, just 
missing a place in the National g round t ra in ing 
compétition final. Never mind, there ' s always next 
year! And as I write, the RN Section have a t eam 
competing in the Portsmouth Regatta for the first t ime 
in years. Good luck to them! Finally, the Army Section 
are to be congra tu la t ed on the i r compé t i t i on 
performance at S u m m e r Camp, C o m i n g well within 
the top ten out of over 60 CCFs in all three c a m p 
compét i t ions at Wathgill: Drill, Or ien teer ing , and 
March & Shoot. 

Individuell Achievements: 

C/Sgt Michael Gardiner 

C/Sgt Emir Battaloglu 

C/Sgt Alex Vakil 

Cdt Harry Joseph 

L/S Anish Patel 

F/Sgt Vikram Balachandar 

Cdt Harry Joseph 

Sgt Gopal Rao 

L/S Charlie Cruickshanks 

Cdt Matthew Riddell 

Cdt Tom Devas 

Cdt Nick Jackson 

Sgt Dave Squires 

F/Sgt Vikram Balachandar 
F/Sgt Chris Guest 
F/Sgt Joe Osborne 

HQLAND 

HCl LAND 

HQLAND 

CTC Frirnley 

CTC Frirnley 

RAF Stafford 

ACF/CCF FT 

Royal Engineers 
RN 

RN 
RAF 

Cadet Leadership 
Course 
Cadet Leadership 
Course 
Cadet Leadership 
Course 
Cadet Leadership 
Course 
Cadet Leadership 
Course 
Air Cadet 
Leadership Course 
Leaders 
Qualification 
Look at Life Course 
First Aid at Work 
Qualification 
Air Cadet Gliding 
Scholarship 
Air Cadet Gliding 
Scholarship 
Air Cadet Gliding 
Scholarship 
Air Cadet Gliding 
Scholarship 
Air Cadet Gliding 
Scholarship 
Flying Scholarship 
Flying Scholarship 

So please note, all you younger cadets, all this and 
more is available to you too! 

Adventurous Training: 
AT has benefi ted greatly from the expertise and 

en thus iasm of WOl Storey, in his first full year with 
the CCF. Cadets from all three sections enjoyed a 
week of varied activities at Easter, based at Fremington 
Camp in Devon, and expéditions have taken place to 
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Snowdonia and the Brecon Beacons. A kayaking week 
in Scotland is p l anned for the Au tumn half-term, and 
Duke of Edinburgh activities cont inue apace. We have 
plenty of Bronzes and Silvers on the sleeves by now, 
and we eagerly await the first Gold to finish before 
leaving school! A n o t h e r new v e n t u r e is the RN 
Section's SCUBA course, to be repor ted next t ime. 

Welcome: 
To Lieutenant R J Leaver as the 

new Officer in Charge, Royal Naval 
Section; and to Sub-Lieutenant D J 
Ash, who is joining the Section and 
br inging us the benefit of his sailing 
and diving expérience. 

Farewell: 
To Sub-Lieutenant C M L Tudor, 

after n ine years in the RN Section, 
latterly as Officer in Charge; we 
wish her well in he r new ventures 
on Friday afternoons. And finally, 
m a n y thanks to Lieutenant D c 
Everest on his re t i rement from KES. 
Not least of his ach ievements are 
the 36 years h e spent with the Royal 
Naval Section, giving genera t ion 
after g e n e r a t i o n of cade t s the 
c h a n c e to do th ings t hey could 
never have exper ienced otherwise. 

He will be r e m e m b e r e d by cadets and officers alike 
with great affection and respect . 

Thank ijou: 
To ali the Officers, Instructors, and senior NCOs 

for their care, en thus iasm, and dedication; and to ali 
m e m b e r s of the CCF for their en thus iasm. 

DHR 

Summer Camp: Frimley Park Cadet Leadership Course I 
It was in Aprii, with exams rapidly approaching, 

that I realised m y s u m m e r was going to be dull if I 
d idn ' t do s o m e t h i n g about filling gaps quickly . 
For tunate ly the Army has an answer for almost 
everything, and relief of potential bo redom is certainly 
no exception. Something caught m y eye in the Gild 
Hall: a huge poster, with pictures of people doing a lot 
of Army-like activities, involving a lot of water. 
However, it looked like firn, so I filled out the forms, 
fully expecting rejection of m y application to what is 
apparent ly the bes t Cadet Leadership Course in the 
country, staged at Frimley Park. Imagine my surprise 
then, w h e n I received détails of the course, and m y 
joining instruct ions for what would be one of the bes t 
weeks of m y life. 

On the Monday we had an introduct ion to the world 
of leadership. Bright and early our Platoon Officer 
arrived and gave us a briefing on the day, before 
leaving us with a t ime and place to meet . A quick ride 
out to a nearby training ground and we were set up for 
lessons in m a p reading (the a im of the first two days 
be ing to br ing us ali to the same level) followed by an 
or ienteer ing compét i t ion. In the evening was Round 
One of the Intersect ion Sports Compéti t ion, including 
a boat race in the lake, tug-of-war and Volleyball. And 
of course, giant u rns of squash: one of the ma in 
emphases was on keeping dehydra t ion to a m i n i m u m , 

so water bott les were carried at ail t imes and, where 
possible, dr ink provided. Daily t empéra tu res regularly 
approached 30°C. 

Tuesday's activities were solely leadership-based, 
with a log r u n and assault course to tackle at six thirty 
(after breakfast) and c o m m a n d tasks (each with a 
différent m e m b e r of the section in charge) lasting ail 
day. The evening brought on the final round of the 
Sports Compéti t ion, with Platoon 6 coming respectably 
somewhere in the middle. 

The final day and a half were by far the most 
exciting; starting in the field, we j u m p e d off the 
Bedfords to the sound of gunfire and rushed in teams, 
wi th backpacks and kit ali packed, to where our 
Platoon Officer was waiting, dressed as a native of 
who-knows-where . T h e r e followed about thir ty 
seconds, in which he said something about a grid 
référence, before the shooting started again, and we 
had to make a r un for it. Escape and Evasion is fun 
but it's ext remely difficult, especially w h e n teams of 
Gurkhas are your enemy . 

Friday morn ing was to test us to the Limit, but also 
provide us with a great t ime. After building a raft (who 
says the Sea Cadet Corps has no place in society?) we 
crossed a river successfully, managing to pull Platoon 
Officer Hall into the river where he hung on for his life 
and l anded on our b a n k comple te ly soaked but 
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srnihng. There followed a short march down to the 
beach. We waded into the water and c lambered aboard 
Gemini assault boats, which took us smart ly off to the 
opposite side of an absolutely huge lake, where we 
performed an assault on the e n e m y position before 
returning to Frimley. Ail this before breakfast! The rest 
of the day was ra ther more relaxed and cu lmina ted in 
a barbecue with bee r for those that paid, and a karaoke 
compétition which resulted in some amus ing talents 
being revealed. 

As if that wasn' t enough to occupy my t ime this 
summer, I also a t tended the Army's Physical Training 
Ins t ruc tor course, which quite frankly was pu re 
madness on my part . However, as with Frimley, if 
you ' re looking for some th ing interes t ing, with a 
qualification at the end of it and a change of scenery 
with new people, then go for it! (By the way, I a m 
now allowed to teach cadets physical fitness lessons. 
Watch out Conolly!) 

Harry Joseph 

I Leadership Training 

A change of venue for this, the annual Cadre 
leadership training weekend, saw the tranquill i ty of 
North Wales preferred to the usuai Dar tmoor National 
Park. Under the c o m m a n d of the newly appointed 
Sergeant Major Storey, we h e a d e d for our 
headquarters, Capei Curig Army training centre. With 
Punjabi MC on full blast, we arrived in the town with 
a trace of daylight remaining, and just enough t ime for 
the group to settle into their accommodat ion for the 
two nights, a billet complete with the traditional Army 
fìxtures of hard mat t resses and cold metal bunks . 
Despite these features, the accommodat ion proved 
comfortable enough and certainly bea t sleeping unde r 
canvas. After a complete dinner, as plentiful as in any 
Army base, the group, unde r the instruct ion of Mr 
Storey and three m e n from the cadet training team, 
headed out for a night navigation exercise, which 
allowed us to realise how bad at navigation we actually 
were. Neil Curtis, with a night vision scope, found the 
exercise slightly easier than the rest of us . 

The next day was the ma in trek of the expédition 
and two groups, once again unde r instruction, headed 
for their respective start points. 
One group started at H Q and 
the r e m a i n i n g cade t s were I 
taken to the other side of the 

mountain. The beautiful Welsh 
sunshine combined with the 
ice of the previous night, so a 
crystal clear day of Walking was 
our re ward. 

Our group made tracks from 
H O and walked along the main 
road, reconnoi t r ing the locai 
public houses . Each m e m b e r of 
the group had his chance to 
shine as far as navigation goes 
and some in te res t ing rou tes 
were t aken . Highl ights 
included Mr Storey's ingenious 
way of removing c ramp and an 
u n n a m e d pe r son ' s 
inadvertently leading us into 
hillbilly coun t ry , caus ing a 
m o m e n t of u n e a s y 
app réhens ion a m o n g s t the 
group. T h a n k s to cons t an t 

short wave communica t ion be tween the groups, we 
were able to check each other 's progress. In the end, 
both groups ended up back at the minibus . Back at HQ, 
a typicalh ' substantial Army meal was taken before 
heading off for an evening of cl imbing at a nearby 
centre, where the more nimble cadets shone. 

Rising early, we had ample t ime for breakfast and 
to sweep and mop our billet. All packed u p and the 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n spick and span, the group, now 
divided into live equal teams, headed for the final 
session of the weekend, a séries of c o m m a n d tasks and 
navigational exercises designed to test our progress 
thus far. The victorious t eam received, ironically, a 
guide to moun ta in navigation. 

All the section would like to extend thanks to 
Sergeant Major Storey for his success in organising his 
first Cadre training weekend and to Flight Lieutenant 
McMullan, without w h o m the bus jou rneys would not 
have b e e n half as enter ta ining. 

Lance Corporal Alex Vakil 

FEATURES Page 21 



KES CHRONICLE 2003 

Royal Air Force 

The RAF this year main ta ined a section size of 
a round seventy cadets, making it the largest section in 
the King Edward's School CCF. This year, twenty-four 
cadets jo ined in the Fourth Form and all have gained 
from the exper iences they had. Many had their first air 
exper ience flights in Grob Tutors or cadet gliders, and 
all have shot on the school range. Drill instruction, 
proficiency teaching and c o m m a n d task t raining have 
given all the cadets a sound platform upon which they 
can expand their CCF skills in the years ahead. 

The Fifth form had around twenty cadets this year, 
and all were k e e n to further their t raining in the CCF 
and specialise in the skills they part icularly enjoyed. 
Some Fifth year cadets exploited the oppor tuni ty to 
fur ther the i r flying expe r i ence and t h u s ga ined 
considerable skills in flying and aerobatics, whilst 
three comple ted gliding scholarships in Viking gliders. 
Some cadets enhanced their m a r k s m a n s h i p skills and 
obtained m a r k s m a n badges on camp. Two Divisions 
also won gliding scholarships and F. Sgt Joe Osborne 
won a prestigious flying scholarship. Cpl Vikram 
Balachandar is to be congratulated on successfully 
comple t ing the pres t ig ious Air Cadet Leadersh ip 
Course at RAF Stafford. 

This year, Cadre was twinned with the Navy section 
and was successful in training all the Division cadets to 
b e c o m e cadet instructors. They each developed their 
own u n i q u e s tyles of l e ade r sh ip and showed 
themselves to be capable of handl ing such a large 
section next year. 

Friday af ternoons provided the foundation for this 
year 's t raining and involved RAF cadet proficiency 
t each ing wi th an e m p h a s i s on t e a m w o r k and 
communica t ion . It was however the two Expedition 
Weekends that allowed the cadets to put all of their 
t raining into practice and to under take extremely 
involved and in tens ive 
w e e k e n d s of activit ies. T h e 
first w e e k e n d was at RAF 
Weybourne in September. This 
m e a n t the n e w l y j o i n e d 
Fourth year cadets were given 
an immedia te and somewha t 
ext reme dose of RAF life. They 
all took it in their stride and 
reac ted supe rb ly to the 
exhaus t ing success ion of 
exercises, with only one ration 
pack for sus tenance! 

T h e second Expedi t ion 
Weekend was at Nesscliff, an 
A r m y t ra in ing a rea in 
Shropshire. This was the first 
t ime the RAF sect ion h a s 
visited Nesscliff and allowed 
us to take the ent ire section. 
The weekend proved to be an 
i m m e n s e success, with all of 

the cadets part icipating in shooting, t raining exercises 
night exercises and abseiling. The weekend was a 
culminat ion of the skills of all the cadets and was 
made possible by the large t eam of 6th form SNCO s 
that he lped to p lan and run the weekend along with 
the officers. The re were also two enjoyable week long 
camps this year, one at RAF Northolt at Easter and one 
at RAF Halton over the summer . 

This year the RAF section also competed in the 
Western Area CCF (RAF) compet i t ion at RAF Stafford 
in November. This also proved to be a success: we 
finished fourth overall and won the first-aid and fitness 
test compet i t ions . One of the highlights of the year 
however was winn ing the KES In tersec t ion CCF 
competi t ion in December. It was the first t ime the RAF 
section had won and all the RAF cadets used their 
t raining and skills superbly to take the title. 

All of the year 's t raining concluded with the Annual 
General Inspect ion in May, where the RAF section 
provided an excellent weapons drill display along with 
first aid and c o m m a n d task demonst ra t ions . There was 
also a flight s imulator demonst ra t ion . The inspecting 
officer was Captain Luke van Beek of the Royal Navy. 
It is difficult to express the eno rmous benefi ts we as 
cadets gain from even one year out of the four in the 
RAF section we are to have . This year was no 
exception and the flying experience, CCF camps, 
shoot ing and Expedi t ion Weekends were all 
thoroughly rewarding and un ique in wha t they give us. 
All of this is only m a d e possible by the RAF officers of 
the CCF, and m a n y thanks mus t go to Sqd Ldr Raynor, 
Fit Lt McMullan, Fig Off. Smith and Pit Off. Evans. 
Thanks mus t also go to Ms While for he r invaluable 
he lp on the Expedition Weekends. 

CWO Rakesh Chauhan 
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RAF Northolt Easter Camp 

This was a d iverse c a m p , wi th cadets from 
Edinburgh, Belfast, Newcast le U n d e r Lyme, and 
probably some other places I've forgotten. Five KES 
R_AF cadets t rundled off in that reliable old minibus to 
RAF Northolt. Dumping m y bags on m y bed in the 
tradit ional RAF cadet lodgings and gree t ing m y 
roommates, I seized the largest available locker and 
unpacked. A delicious d inner followed, and t hen to m y 
bed, which actually folded around m e into a cocoon; 
very cosy, if backbreaking. I was lucky enough to find 
a place aboard the disco-bus, so-called for its cunn ing 
little blue lights in the ceiling. This was the DADDY of 
ail minibuses, and had cost extortionate amoun t s of 
money. But our driver managed to drive at least a 
mile with the hand brake on, while regaling us with 
taies of cadets getting out and pushing the vehicle to 

= A I R C A D E T S 

safety on the motorway. The ensuing smoke and stink 
led to a new n a m e for the bus : "disco inferno". 

Our first venture was to the Hillingdon Outdoor 
Activities Centre, where we changed into wetsui ts 
before ventur ing out on the water in kayaks. T h e n 
water polo, followed by some mess ing about and 
having fun. Next u p was the raft-building compéti t ion. 
Given eight pôles and six barreis , we had to construct 
a cunning craft to t ransport ourselves across the 
réservoir with ali speed. As I 'm sure you can imagine, 
this involved m u c h floating away of r andom raft par ts 
and desperate holding together of rafts with any free 
appendages . 

Amongst the o ther highlights of the camp were the 
section visits. First was a visit to the Royal Flight, 32 
Squadron. A gentle perusal of the m u s é u m and some 

light re f reshment at the coffee-bar ensued . 
As we boarded the coach for the next visit we 
were casually warned that we might get 
slightly damp . After a swift change of clothes 
we en te red the domain of the fire section. 
One hour and at least 50,000 tonnes of water 
later, we dragged our d renched bodies onto 
the kind coach driver 's vehicle for a second 
clothing change. 

On the Saturday we went to RAF 
Benson to fly. Most cadets exper ienced the 
thrill of aerobatics for half an hour. After 
d inner at 1800 we prepared for the night 
exercise. Each flight was assigned an area. 
The aim was to uncover and keep the four 
glow rods and one a m m o box h idden in that 
area. Once this was achieved each flight 
could t hen a p p r o a c h o the r flights and 
"obtain" the i r glow rods, using, as the 
Sergeant pu t it, "substant ia l phys ica l 
contact". 

Later in the camp we re tu rned to RAF 
Benson to shoot. All KES cadets achieved 
very high scores, bu t only two qualified to 
make an a t t empi at the RAF m a r k s m a n test. 
This involved firing ten shots into an A5 
sheet from a distance of twenty-five met res 
in thirty seconds. None, however, achieved 
this high standard. In fact, the only cadet on 
the c a m p to m a n a g e this was a Flight 
Sergeant from a n o t h e r school . I did, 
however, ea rn the privilège of an enjoyable 
flight in a Merlin EH101 hel icopter - at one 
point the floor was almost vertical, the side 
door in front of me was open and I gazed 
down at the ground as it rushed past at 
almost two h u n d r e d miles per hour. 

Exhaus ted after an ac t ion-packed 
week, we j o u r n e y e d h o m e tho rough ly 
satisfied with a great camp. 

Cdt Dominic Corbett 
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Halton Camp 1 

The t ime was u p o n us for ano ther S u m m e r Camp at 
one of the UK's RAF bases. This year we were off to 
RAF Halton. When we arrivée! we had to take our 
belongings to our rooms (which weren ' t of the best 
quality), in which we would be sleeping for the next 7 
nights. After tea, we were divided into 3 flights with 
Flight Sergeant H a k e e m as senior cadet. The first 
activity was a FAMEX (Familiarisation Exercise), which 
allows us to get to know where everything is on the 
base. This was a mixed camp, so, as you can imagine, 
the Fourth Year boys had their eyes on some of the 
young ladies. 

After breakfast on the next day we were taken to 
Kermode Hall where we were given the welcome brief 
by the base Air Cadet Liaison Officer. Later we were 
taken to the Duxford Museum, which tu rned out to be 
a bit of a laugh. The Duxford M u s e u m is dedicated to 
Aircraft used in Civil Aviation, in the Royal Air Force 
(RAF) and in the United States Air Force (USAF). 
Unsurprisingly, the USAF has the most spectacular 
hangar. Aircraft in this hangar include a B-52, a 
Blackbird and m a n y more . Outside was an F-15, which 
was quite a sight. There was also a mémor ia l to ail 
those se rv icemen from the USAF and the RAF shot 
down in World War II. An image of a p lane on a pane 
of glass represents each person shot down. On each 
pane there are about one hundred images. To my 
surprise there were jus t about as m a n y panes l ined u p 
ali the way around the outside of the hangar. In 
ano the r hangar could b e found the prototype of 
Concorde. 

Later that evening cadets had the oppor tuni ty to 
gain a swimming certificate at Beginner, In te rmedia te 
or Advanced level at the swimming pool, which was 

sited on the base. This was a 
challenge for everyone, as we 
d idn ' t k n o w w h e t h e r we 
could complete the necessary 
criteria for the qualification. 
Fortunately everyone passed 
and we were given our 
certificates at the end of the 
camp. 

On the second night the 
d readed NITEX (Night 
Exercise) was upon us. This is 
the most-looked-forward-to 
event on camp bu t usually 
e n d s u p be ing the most 
depressing part of camp (with 
the except ion of drill) 
because it is so badly thought 
out. This was no exception. 
T h e act ivi t ies we were 
expected to do did not involve 
everyone. Out of 12 in each 
flight, only about 3 were 
actually needed, because we 

had to do first aid and cooking in the cold. Whoopee! 
On day four we were on the range, firing the cadet 

version of the SA-80, the L98. Some people on camp 
managed to achieve shooting badges, but not many. 
Four of us were supposedly going to RAF Benson to 
have a flight in the RAF's newly manufac tured Merlin 
Helicopter. However to our disbelief, the aircraft had 
gone U/S (Unserviceable) that very morning , so that 
idea went out the window very quickly. A handful of 
o ther cadets had the oppor tuni ty to go microlight 
flying in the afternoon. Those who didn't go microlight 
flying got the chance to use the Small Arms Training 
Range. Everyone looked forward to this because it is 
someth ing that not m a n y people get the chance to do 
very often. 

Immedia te ly after breakfast on our penul t imate 
day was the Interflight drill compét i t ion. When all 
three flights had completed the drill routine, we were 
taken to RAF Uxbridge, w h e r e there is an underground 
b u n k e r w h e r e ali of the ma in Aérodromes were 
operated from during World War II. In the evening we 
h a d an end of camp présentat ion. J a m e s Waddell's 
flight had won the overall Interflight compéti t ion. 
Congratulat ions to h im and those u n d e r his command. 

Next day it ail came to an end. On the jou rney back 
we were in for a surprise. We drove right unde r the 
drop zone into which m a n y troops were be ing dropped 
from the back of a Hercules . It was a spectacular sight 
and not one that you can see every day. So again we 
come to the end of an enjoyable and activity-fìlled RAF 
S u m m e r Camp. 

Cdt Matthew Riddell 
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I RAF Air Cadet Leadership Cours RAF Gliding Scholarship 2003 

Our section was again offered a place this year on 
this heavily oversubscribed course, and I was the lucky 
one chosen by Fit Lt McMullan to fili it. Having read 
about Richard Bradish's exploits from the previous 
year, I was left wonder ing w h e n Mr McMullan would 
get round to showing m e the course video. In the end, 
fhere was no need: the joining instruct ions I received 
were more than sufficient to cover any quer ies I had: 
"The course is designed to br ing you into contact with 
fresh air, ropes and timber." 

Things got even be t te r once I reached the kit list, 
which somehow managed to squeeze everything you 
could possibly need on an Arctic exploration onto a 
single A4 page. I eventual ly decided to stagger m y trip 
to the CCF stores over three successive weeks so as not 
to b ü r d e n Mr Storey too m u c h wi th sudden kit 
demands . 

The ma in feature of the course was the c o m m a n d 
tasks. Not your average Friday afternoon barrel-and-
plank-across-the-shark-infested-custard exercise, bu t 
instead variat ions on a tripod-building thème . No, I'm 
being a little unfair - there was more variety t han that, 
and some of the tasks proved to be quite enjoyable. 
There was, in addition, an assor tment of other team-
building and leadership exercises. 

However, the point of the course isn't to be some 
kind of "leader factory" - it is designed to br ing out the 
qualities that you already have. I know that it has 
given m e m u c h more confidence in my abilities, and I 
have accrued m u c h in the way of leadership skills. 

Fit Sgt Vikram Balachandar 

Düring the S u m m e r Half Term I was fortunate to be 
accepted on an RAF Gliding scholarship at 633 VGS 
RAF Cosford. This was to be a ten day course to teach 
us how to fly the Vigilant motor glider. There were 
twelve of us on this course and we all arrived early on 
the Sunday morning , w h e n we were in t roduced to our 
barracks. It tu rned out that the only t ime we would be 
spending there would be to sleep. We were up at 
5:30am every morn ing for a nice plastic breakfast at 
the can teen before we headed out to the airfield. We 
spent the whole day at the airfield unti l a round 
6:00pm, w h e n we had to clean every aircraft from nose 
to tau. 

Düring each day we concent ra ted on lessons. They 
start with basic straight and level flight, leading u p to 
exercise 14, our solo circuit flight. Two of our company 
were seasoned flyers, one with a pilot paren t and the 
other with a large a m o u n t of hours in the USA. They 
fìnished the course in a few days bu t the rest of us took 
a bit longer. I a m happy to say that, of the remain ing 
number , I was the first to fly m y solo circuit. 

The course flew by and we had to go our separate 
ways, proudly wear ing our Silver wings as we t rudged 
back to the civilian life where ali of us were in the 
middle of exams. It was an enjoyable expérience and 
one I highly r e c o m m e n d . I carne away not only with 
my wings bu t with a group of n e w friends as well. 

Sgt David Squires 

Royal Navy 

Düring 2003 the RN section of the CCF has gone 
from strength to strength, and the cadets are enjoying 
a wider range of activities than ever before. This year 
a record n u m b e r of n ine jo ined the ranks, and the good 
news is that an even greater n u m b e r are expected next 
year. 

Our Friday afternoon sessions consisted of PLTs 
(practical leadership tasks), weapons training, range 
fìring, escape and évasion, or ienteer ing, life guarding 
and sailing or kayaking at a local réservoir. 

Düring 2003 there have b e e n two expédit ions. The 
first was to Lake Baia in Wales for waterspor ts and 
team building: sailing, windsurfing, moun ta in biking, 
kayaking and raft building were all on offer. The 
second was to HMS Bristol in Por tsmouth. 

After Chris tmas all sections worked at perfecting 
their marching and displays for the Annual General 
Inspection. This year a Captain in the Royal Navy was 
the highest-ranking officer at the inspection. We were 
truly honoured to have h im inspect bo th our squads, 
and to offer valuable advice on how shiny our shoes 
weren't . 

Certain keen sailors and naval cadets (Oliver Carter 
and David Woods) have a t tended extra camps and 

courses to gain awards . T h e y sadly missed the 
Marines ' Arduous Training due to a change of dates, 
bu t there is always next year lads! A more populär 
course was the S u m m e r Camp, where cadets buil t 
upon the basic naval skills learn t on Friday af ternoons 
and further developed their water skills. It was good 
to see both Oliver Scanlan (ex-Lead-Cadet, helping 
with the activities) and Mr Benson (an ex Cont ingent 
Commander , being thanked by the RN CCF for his 
services) in Dar tmouth during the camp. 

The Royal Navy Cadet awards were presented to 
Jack Jeffries in the Fourth year and David Woods in 
the Fifth Year, whilst Anish Patel in the Divisions and 
J o n a t h a n Gray in the Sixth Form received NCO 
awards. None of the cadets would have been able to 
enjoy thèse expér iences without the dedicated support 
of Miss Tudor, who left the RN section at the end of the 
year. Special thanks mus t also go to Mr Everest, who 
has b e e n at the hear t of the RN section at KES for 
m a n y years and sadly retired at the end of this one. He 
has put huge a m o u n t s of selfless effort into the 
section. Both will be sorely missed, but have promised 
to keep in touch. 

Sam Brooke 
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Royal Navy Expéditions Weekend 
We left KES on Friday luncht ime, embark ing on the 

long and tedious coach journey to Portsmouth. Over-
est imat ing the keenness of the RN section led to there 
being plenty of room to spread out on the coach, 
though! We boarded HMS Bristol at dusk and were 
briefed about safety on board before having our first 
Mess Inspect ion by Rev. Raynor. Let us just say he 
decided that the Fourths needed more practice! Our 
long j ou rney and the early curfew on board HMS 
Bristol left little t ime for even ing activities, bu t 
afforded us a good night 's sleep before an early start on 
Saturday. 

CCF in Action 

Saturday was the highlight of the trip: the Royal 
Navy provided us wi th two moto r l aunches , 
ins t ruc tors , compassés , and a wide var ie ty of 
seemingly incompréhens ib le charts . Luckily, Mr 
Everest 's navigation lessons earlier in the year paid 
off, and ali the cadets managed to navigate (with 
varying degrees of accuracy and safety) to the Isle of 
Wight. We stopped for a relaxed lunch, dur ing which 
Giles Urwin dismally failed to find the chip shop about 
which he had b e e n talking ail morning, and then 
embarked upon a re tu rn jou rney where there was a 
fair a m o u n t of relaxation, some even fitting in a spot 
of sunbathing. 

After the now-mandatory football match, the only 
i tem left on the i t inerary was a visit to the submar ine 
m u s é u m in Gosport. It was amazing to see one of the 
earliest submar ines used by the Royal Navy, and 
a n o t h e r wh ich has only r ecen t ly b e e n 
decommiss ioned; a real insight into life on board and 
the c r amped condit ions the sailors mus t endure . 
Following a swift speli of souvenir shopping, and a 
slightly longer speli in the caf, we boarded the coach 
for a bit of a sleep on the re turn journey . 

AU that r emains is to say a huge thank you to Miss 
Tudor, Mr Everest, Rev. Raynor and Miss Leaver for 
m a k i n g the expédi t ion possible and for the i r 
cont inued c o m m i t m e n t to the CCF. 

Anish Patel 
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Friday Leadership 
KESFL had a n o t h e r very successful yea r of 

increasing n u m b e r s and expectations. The option that 
only a few years ago was a Cinderella has now grown 
into an established part of school life. The focus on 
pupil skills and responsibili t ies may seem to make it a 
rather odd success story, bu t the ingenui ty of the Sixth 
Formers and pat ient support of the staff have made the 
weekly a f t e rnoons enjoyable, r eward ing and 
challenging. The attraction of outside interest and 
sponsorship from Pr icewaterhouseCoopers and IBM 
has added further to the option, as it can call u p o n 
expertise from outside educat ion to supp lemen t the 
existing good practice. 

KESFL now n u m b e r s over 130 p e r m a n e n t 
members and is a regular contr ibutor to the Upper 
Middles rota. The option is heavily over subscribed 
and popular with pupi ls and paren t s alike. 

As bewildered Upper Middles we were faced with 
our first taste (but not our last) of barrels and planks, 
water guns, games with the infamous twist, bizarre 
scenarios (some of t h e m quite worrying) and catapults. 
As bewildered Sixth Formers we were faced with 
teaching over 100 pupils each week, experiencing all of 
the above and much, m u c h more, including The 
Shelter, cracking codes, increasingly bizarre scenarios, 
cracking more codes and lots of the frenetic activity 
required to solve problems, complete chal lenges and 
experience the t rue na ture of Leadership. 

As we look back at how we have developed there is, 
of course, a sense of pride in a job now complete . 
There were m a n y frustrations (not enough rooms, for 
instance); some disasters; some missing people (where 
was The Hedge for the first week of his leadership of 
Leadership? The answer lies on a beach in Spain); 
much rushing about; a n u m b e r of r epr imands and 
hassles; but , m o r e significantly, m a n y laughs , 

The new Sixth Form unde r the leadership of Ed 
Sandison, Joe Speight, Rob Hollyhead, Harry Hecht 
and Oily Fawcett have started strongly, with a n u m b e r 
of innovat ions and classy n e w kit making t h e m not 
only leaders in the general sense bu t also leaders of 
fashion. They are building upon the fine efforts of the 
t e a m led b y Chris Hedges for 2002-2003, w h o 
themselves introduced new features to the option, 
most notably the Awards ce remony . In addition, their 
Pr icewaterhouseCoopers video was outs tanding in its 
product ion ( thanks to Alex Martin) and creativity: 
congratulat ions to all involved. Thanks to all of the 
leaders of 2002/2003. 

Finally, thank you to the teaching staff who give of 
their t ime generously and with unfailing good h u m o u r 
in a demand ing role. Certainly I know how fortunate I 
a m in be ing suppor ted by such professionalism. 

DNDC 

meet ings in Solihull hostelries, real ach ievements and 
a fantastic feedback from the pupils we have taught. 

The Sixth Form have b e e n a t eam of contrast ing yet 
m a i n l y c o m p l e m e n t a r y , cha rac te r s : the ru th le s s 
efficiency of Ed Graham; the saintly pa t ience of 
Michael Fanner, style unde r pressure personified; the 
emergence of real teaching talent in Jon Adamson; the 
maverick yet effective populist m a y h e m of Chris Woo; 
the contr ibution of ideas, p lans and incisive c o m m e n t 
by, amongst others, Paul Reynolds, Simon Laight and 
Ben Oldham. 

One other guy needs a special men t ion and that is 
our stylish, percept ive and at t imes charmingly chaotic 
leader, who retires having m a d e a deep impression on 
the ladies of the IBM and PwC delegations and having 
led the largest ever Leadership option with m u c h good 
humour , steel w h e n it was needed and a real empa thy 
for the pupils, fellow leaders and staff. To The Hedge 
there goes a great deal of thanks and appreciat ion for 

Sixth Form 
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complet ing this most difficult of challenges. 
The Upper Middles have b e e n recrui ted in larger 

than ever number s : well done to Simon Laight's team; 
the Fourths and Fifths are full of emerging stars and 
the new Sixth Form look to be highly compe ten t and 
already are ably and decisively led by Ed Sandison. 
KESFL cont inues to grow, to achieve and to develop. It 
gives Sixth Formers a real sense of responsibility, 
hands on exper ience and a sense of ach ievement 
pe rhaps less exper ienced elsewhere. 

Congratulat ions to the Prize winners for the 2002-
2003 year : Richard Sheehan, Lee Raji, Oliver Fawcett, 
Michael Fanner, Ed Graham, Chris Woo and Chris 
Hedges, the la t ter three b e c o m i n g the first ever 
w inne r s of School Leadership Prizes p resen ted at 
Speech Day. Thanks too to everyone who he lped 
organise the first Awards C e r e m o n y to recognise 
ach ievements within the leadership family. 

We would like to thank the staff, LMR, BMS, AED, 

PwC Conference 
T h e school is for tuna te in h a v i n g a u n i q u e 

p a r t n e r s h i p wi th P r i cewa te rhouseCoope r s , in 
par t icular the Graduate Recrui tment t eam in London. 
The 2003 conference was the third to be sponsored by 
PwC and KES is most grateful for the cont inued 
support . 

In the morn ing the Conference chal lenged the 
Divisions pupils to respond to various tasks including 
the design, marke t ing , f inancial p l a n n i n g and 
p roduc t ion of a p roduc t wi th in a compet i t ive 
env i ronment . There was also an oppor tuni ty to boost 
the individual c o m p a n i e s ' profits via i n v e s t m e n t 
decisions. 

The afternoon kicked off with a video produced 
and developed by the Sixth Form Leadership group. 
The video set u p a scenario of dastardly deeds and set 
off a fast and furious activity involving a whole range 
of problems and challenges, with a focus on t e a m 
work, delegation and problem solving. 

The afternoon finished with a montage of the out 
takes of the video filming and the a n n o u n c e m e n t of 
the winn ing team. Prizes donated by PwC were m u c h 
appreciated. 

T h a n k you to the Divis ions for t h rowing 
themselves so enthusiast ically into the day; to the 
m a n y staff who he lped supervise the activities; to DCE 
for helping with the logistics; to the Leadership group 
(especially Chris Hedges) for giving up their t ime so 
willingly; and t h a n k you for the tolerance of the rest of 
the school whilst the Conference was going on. 
Finally, thanks again to PwC. The current Sixths are 
already p lanning the next Conference and the video is 
promised to be be t te r than ever! 

DNDC 

JPS, CW and DNDC, who work really hard to help U s 

beh ind the scenes and offer tolerance, suppor t and 
m u c h banter. And we would like to thank each other 
and the younger pupils. Good luck to Ed's t eam next 
year and to the n e w recruit, DEM. 

In years to come we can look back at Cone 
Mayhem, Cat and Mouse, One Love and the rest with 
huge pleasure, satisfaction and pride. T h a n k you for 
the oppor tuni ty to do this. We hope that we have done 
the option proud. 
And finally: 

To lead people, walk beside them. 
As for the best leaders, the people notice their existence. 
The next best, the people honour and praise. 
The next, the people fear; 
And the next, the people hate.. 
But when the best leaders' work is done the people say. 
We did it ourselves! 

The Leadership Hierarchy 2002 -2003 

Leadership Weekend 
Four compet ing schools from the King Edward's 

Foundation, KES, KEHS, Camp Hill and Aston, arrived 
at Dunfield House, in the outskirts of Herefordshire. 
Mr Roll, or Mr Lawson as h e b e c a m e known, gave the 
group an initial briefing: t eams for the weekend were 
ass igned and the format of the w e e k e n d was 
explained. For the benefit of other groups going on this 
fantastic trip in the future, the details in this report are 
deliberately vague, so as not literally to give the game 
away. However, I can say that a usual leadership task, 
consisting of Octons, a m u t e bui lder and sniggering 
Leadership staff, was under taken , and won on this 
occasion by t eam 3, the cockiest t e am of the weekend, 
who considered themselves favourites for the overall 
win. 

A feature of the weekend was the two trips to the 
local (well within 12 ki lometres) pub, where thirty-odd 
pupils and staff were a welcome sight to the landlord 
and lady. The second night in part icular t u rned out to 
be a special occasion, as it was Mr Roll's Birthday. He 
was blissfully unaware that the group had contracted 
the he lp of a few pub locals to aid in a rendit ion of 
Happy Birthday, which was well received. 

Saturday morn ing began with a brisk 6.30 jog up 
the road. Despite the early hour, the route wasn' t what 
you would call challenging. A large signpost sajting 
King Edward's this way, m a d e it clear to all bu t t eam 4, 
who managed to head in the opposite direction. Back 
towards the pub, coincidentally. 

Sa turday m o r n i n g act ivi t ies cons is ted of an 
or ienteer ing exercise and various c o m m a n d tasks, 
once again in the ass igned mixed t e a m s . The 
or ienteer ing exercise proved quite challenging for all 
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involved. One part icular performance to note was the 
orienteering ability of J a m e s Elms, who managed to 
set his watch 45 m i n u t e s slow (or so he said). 
Returning to base, various stories about killer sheep, 
scary farmers and lost shoes were traded, before the 
other section of the day: the c o m m a n d task and 
kayaking. Cer ta in valuable l eadersh ip skills were 
picked u p by ail. For example, a certain m e m b e r of the 
KEHS party discovered that a Star of David has six, not 
rive, points and ail groups soon realised that balancing 
a team of four on a single crate really isn't practical. 

Next morning , a carefully selected group of 6 
organised the large group exercise for the day, the 
briefmg was given and we were split into 3 teams. 
Canoeing, walking and r u n n i n g followed and the bes t 
time, of 2 hours 9 minutes , was an all-time record, 

breaking the previous record by 6 minutes . 
There was stili the undecided bus iness of the 

winning t eam to be decided. The group was taken to a 
spécifie grid square. A short quiz of the area allowed 
the final clue to be taken and solved. In the end, t e am 
1 was victorious. Packed up at the centre and a roast 
lunch enjoyed by ail, the group headed home , the bus 
slightly more quiet than usuai . 

T h a n k s m u s t go to ail t he staff p r é s e n t bu t 
especially our two représentat ives: Miss Leaver and Mr 
Roll. The latter m e m b e r deserves part icular men t ion 
for his organisation of the weekend. 

Alex Vakil 

Work Expérience 

The KES cur r icu lum could never be accused of 
being nar row; its b r e a d t h is i l lus t ra ted h e r e b y 
examples from our Work Expérience p rogramme. Ail 
Fifth Form s tudents under take weeklong p lacemen t s 
at a variety of companies , ei ther in Bi rmingham or 
further afield. Thèse serve as excellent introduct ions 
to working life - and what a contrast to the previous 
months of académie toil they are! Students arrange 

the i r own p lacemen t s ; therefore they should (in 
theory) find work in a field of potential interest . If the 
p lacement serves to push the s tudent away from a 
part icular career pa th h e had b e e n considering, t h e n it 
has still served a very effective purpose! A vast 
majority of boys, however, find their expér iences 
chal lenging, enjoyable and, ul t imately , ex t remely 
rewarding. 

AED 

Politics and Civil Service 

I really wanted to find a p lacement that would 
interest me, and applied in three différent fields: to the 
BBC, to a legal C h a m b e r s in B i r m i n g h a m and, 
optimistically, to m y MP, Lynne Jones . Surprisingly 
she replied within days and, after mere ly asking to see 
an example of a wri t ten argument , agreed that I could 
come down to London with he r for a week. 

When I arrived I was given a whistle stop tour of 
New Palace Yard and Portcullis House, m y h o m e for 
the week. From there via wood panel led lifts I was 
taken to the office on the top floor where I met Sue and 

Ingrid, Lynne's researchers . The week passed in a daze 
of ne tworking and trips through the inner courts and 
corridors of the Palace. I met n u m e r o u s MPs and 
minis ters as well as writ ing letters to, among others, 
the Chinese Ambassador. I know that I don't want to 
b e c o m e a politician now, bu t pe rhaps the Civil Service 
is more appeal ing now that I have seen their work first 
hand . 

Jamie Sunderland 
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Investment Banking 

After m u c h hard work (and thanks to a friend's 
contact) I received not one but three offers of work 
expérience; at Tan and Co, NatWest, and UBS Warburg. 
I decided that in the one week I would go to ail three, 
exper ienc ing ail aspects of finance, accountancy , 
banking, and inves tment . I was looking forward to this 
week; ali the hours of writ ing let ters and CVs to 
employers had fmally paid off. 

I started off with two days at Tan and Co and two 
days at NatWest, b o t h in 
Birmingham, before travelling 
down to London for the big 
one, UBS Warburg. When we 
walked in to UBS, we were 
given security passes and i /d 
cards. Security was immense; I 
was genuinely shocked. It was a 
very well s t ruc tu red 
p lacement . We were given a 
schedule, i.e. who to see, and 
w h e n and where to see t h e m . 
I w a s r a p i d l y ab le to l e a r n 
p l e n t y about I n v e s t m e n t 
B a n k i n g . T h a t l u n c h t ime, 
Mr Khoo (Head of Global 
Equities, and on a seven figure salary!) t reated us to a 
very expensive lunch. 

Overal l I t ho rough ly enjoyed the week , and 
benefi ted m u c h from it. 

Adam Gatrad 

Journalism 

Journa l i sm p lacements are désirable things in the 
world of work expérience, and as such they can be 
very ha rd to acquire, unless your nice Uncle Rupert 
gives you a way in. After several abortive at tempts , I 
was accepted by the Bromsgrove Standard. I tu rned up 
for my first day full y expecting to spend the entire 
week making coffee and doing photocopying. I was 
pleasant ly surprised: not only did I get to produce an 
awful lot of mater ia l (twenty-four articles, by the end 

of the week), but some of it 
even got pr inted. 
Gradually, as I worked my 

way from bingo nights at the 
Victoria Club to t ruancy 
sweeps at a nearby school, I 
learnt the ropes. Despite my 
inexpérience, the staff at the 
Standard were very helpful and 
friendly, and had the kindness 
not to laugh in my face at my 
m o r e spec tacu la r failures. I 
tried ail sorts of things as well 
as writing, including making 
u p headl ines for the paper 's 
website and accompanying a 

photographer for a day. The p lacement was useful, 
interest ing and entertaining, let t ing m e learn new 
skills and mee t new people s imultaneously. If you're 
fond of words and not scared of o ther h u m a n beings, 
give journa l i sm a try. 

Matthew Hosty 

Senior Debating 
I find it ha rd to character ise a season such as this 

one. Was it an out and out success? 1'm not really sure 
how to describe it, render ing this opening slightly 
pointless. However, in debating, it's not what you say, 
it's h o w m u c h s t ruc tu re you have . And th is 
introduct ion sets up m y report quite nicely. 

Although I have abjectly failed to define the season, 
I a m qualified to say that it was a busy one. Early on in 
the year, our Mace t eam succeeded to the dizzying 
heights of Round One and decided that to climb any 
higher would be showing off. The Joint Debating 
society enjoyed a vibrant and compact season. Being 
one of the most p rominen t m e m b e r s of that society, I 
a m proud to have taken part in the most impressive 
(and only) debate of that season. Finally, after m u c h of 
the season had passed, six of our more ta lented put 
themselves forward for England trials. Three trialled 
and Samir Deger-Sen reached the last eight for the 
second year running . Among the year 's successes, was 
our m o d e r a t e success in the Cambr idge Un ion 
compét i t ion. We en te red a total of three pairs. All our 
teams, Somanka Deb and Shan Hassam of the C team, 
Alex Vakil and Matthew Siddons of the B team, and the 
A team, who will get p lenty of men t ion ing later, got 

through to the second round or further. This serves to 
show the b read th of debat ing talent which we have at 
KES. 

If getting several t e ams through to the second 
round showed the breadth , t hen the first team's 
progress to the Finals showed the depth . 
Unfortunately, David Tite chose a family ski holiday in 
the Austrian Alps over a weekend wi th a b u n c h of 
debaters . Luckily, Alex Vakil was on hand to save 
Samir Deger-Sen from lone l iness . Together, they 
batt led through to 12th place, which, considering they 
faced twenty of Britain's fìnest pairings, is fairly 
respectable. 

In March, we sent two teams to the D u r h a m Union 
compéti t ion. Both t eams strove ferociously for success 
and achieved a respectable lOth place for the As. David 
Tite and Samir Deger-Sen were joint fourth Best 
Speakers, and the B team placed about thirtieth. 
D u r h a m rema ins the debating social event of the year 
but will never be regarded here as a truly major 
t o u r n a m e n t (unless of course we somehow win it). 

At this point in the season, there had b e e n no 
outright victory for the Senior squad. Logically, if we 
couldn' t win a respectable compéti t ion, we'd find one 
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we could. This happened to be the newly created 
Birmingham Union competi t ion. With only fifteen 
teams part icipating (even though some were highly 
regarded), the odds of a KES team in the finals, 
especially with three of the fifteen be ing ours, were 
high. Birmingham proved to be the t raining ground for 
our newly developed Fourth year t eam of Seb Heaven, 
Richard Lau and Richard McDonnell . The young t eam 
performed well and finished in a creditable position 
considering their youth. 

It was more or less a guarantee that the KES A 
team, composed of Samir Deger-Sen, Mat thew Siddons 
and Somanka Deb, would reach the Finals. It was 
much less certain that KES B would do the same. The 
rookie, otherwise k n o w n as the overwhelming Oliver 
Carter, proved himself more than able to cope with the 
format and opposition a rguments . He even coped 
when our captain, Shan Hassam, copied down 'This 
House would penalise polygamy', instead of 'This 
House would legalise potygamy' , which left us in a bit 
of a mess at the start of the debate. But they made the 
final. The prospect of an all-KES final no doubt made 
Mr Stacey's evening. The debate itself was a carbon 
copy of the debate we had had in Mr Stacey's 
classroom the week before, bu t was still good fun. KES 
A won and Samir Deger-Sen was Best Speaker. 

A tou rnamen t which is held in very high regard is 
the Oxford Union Competi t ion. David Tite and Samir 
Deger-Sen succeeded here in 2001-2002 and natural ly 
they were aiming to repeat that success. The t eam 
convincingly shot th rough four rounds , followed 
closely by the rest of the KES debating crew, and 
banked enough points to reach the semi-finals, in 
which they faced tough compet i t ion in a debate on sex 
offenders. In the final, they were genuinely impressive 
and fully deserved to win. However, George Heriot 's 
School deserved it more, so KES were runne r s up! This 
competi t ion had b e e n a t tended by a record n u m b e r of 
schools, which m a d e it a notable ach ievement and 
was, for us, the season's crowning glory. 

What of the future? Obviously the large influx of 
fresh young debaters m e a n s Mr Stacey will have more 
time to mess a round with their minds and hone t h e m 
into elite talents for the future. It is t rue that we are 
saying goodbye to three of our Senior stars. We will 
miss the sheer bril l iance of the fast-talking Samir 
Deger-Sen, the style of the smooth Somanka Deb and 
the comic genius of Shan Hassam. However, m a n y of 
last year 's Senior squad still r emain and maybe we'll 
win D u r h a m yet. 

Debating is thriving and spreading like a virus 
through the corridors of KES. This outbreak can only 
be traced back to the contagious Miss Leaver and the 
infectious Mr Stacey. Miss Leaver has worked from the 
bottom up to attract and develop a large mass of 
potential stars. Finally, Mr Stacey deserves our thanks 
for his sheer hard work, devotion and dedication to the 
Senior squad. The infection is growing in potency and 
hopefully all our t eams will do some serious damage 
next year. 

James Waddell 

BMI Debating 
A few m o n t h s older, but sadly un improved in any 

respect, Tom Johnson and I re tu rned to the fray of 
B i rmingham Midland Ins t i tu te debat ing , the 
compet i t ion in which we had reached the final and 
then been ignominiously placed fourth last year. We 
were not overly optimistic, as the judging in BMI 
debates is notoriously prone to bias, and our posh 
accents and affected m a n n e r i s m s can s o m e t i m e s 
al ienate the adjudicators (please, try to restrain your 
disbelief). 

Still, hope springs, etc, and we prepared carefully 
for our first motion: this, by a curious quirk of fate, was 
This House believes that foreign policy should be 
conducted through diplomacy rather than war, and we 
were opposing. Those of you with long memor i e s may 
recall that our second round mot ion in the last 
competi t ion was This House believes that diplomacy is 
better than war, and we had been proposing, so it was a 
ra ther confusing switch of perspective. Nonetheless , 
we fought hard against our old point of view, now 
be ing p roposed by Malvern Girls' College ( thei r 
seconder rejoiced in the n a m e of Ottoline Scriven, I 
kid thee not), and t r i umphed by a reasonable margin. 

The second round saw us crossing verbal swords 
with Five Ways, over the weighty issue of This House 
believes that the law delivers justice; we were opposing 
again, and were thus faced with the enter ta ining task 
of rubbishing the ent ire British legal system. We 
adopted a n e w tactic: Tom used his seven minu te s to 
lay out all our firm, factual, we l l - researched 
arguments , and t hen I went off into a five-minute 
ramble on the more abstract points of the motion, 
which included arguing that the law was specifically 
designed to prevent just ice from being carried out. 
Whether this makes sense or not, it successfully 
bl indsided the adjudicators, and we got through. This 
put us in the semi-final, debating This House believes 
that the government is out of touch with the people wi th 
Wolverhampton Girls' High School, and opposing yet 
again. We were somewhat disadvantaged, as the debate 
took place only a few days after the massive anti-war 
march in London, which Tony Blair appeared not to 
have noticed. Still, Tom evened things up in our favour 
by seducing the proposit ion jus t before kick-off ("Can I 
have your names? It's alright, I'm not going to ask for 
your phone numbers") , and we actually managed to 
convince people that the gove rnmen t k n e w exactly 
wha t was going on. On to the finals! 

After three political motions, it was almost a relief 
to end up with This House believes that human beings 
should be able to live for ever, except that we were 
(surprise, surprise) opposing, and convincing a room 
full of people that it's in their best interests to die is 
never easy. Preparat ion was frantic and went by all too 
fast. On the night of the competi t ion, things were 
going badly before we even left school, as I got taken 
to task by Mr Andronov for impersonat ing a m o n k e y in 
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Science Room 1, and Tom still hadn ' t actually wri t ten 
his speech. Undeterred, we applied our cus tomary 
tactic: Tom Gradground the hapless proposit ion with 
the weighty mal le t of fact, leaving t h e m lightly 
tenderized and vulnerable to my most freeform flight 
of philosophical fancy yet. It had marginally less 
factual content than the average Daily Sport front page, 
and involved quotes from Aristotle, Nicholas Rowe 
(who?) and Hamlet . When we'd finished this double-
w h a m m y , the adjudicators s taggered out looking 
confused, and then came back in a few minu te s later 
and a n n o u n c e d we'd won. Delighted, we carried off the 
t rophy and drove away cackling. I also gained a pretty 
Si lver hammer , which is most useful for smit ing 
intrudere, as it weighs about three tons. 

It'd be nice to p ré tend that this victory was entirely 
due to our natural wit, c h a r m and éloquence, bu t it 
wasn't , of course. Without Miss Leaver's dé te rmina t ion 
and skilful C o a c h i n g , p lus h e r m a n y c u n n i n g 
motivational t echn iques (er, Angel videos), we would 
have t r ipped comically over the proverbial first hurdle 
and fallen prone, waving our l imbs feebly and emit t ing 
pitiful squeaking noises. Words can' t express our 
gratitude, Miss L, but then, you know what we're like 
with words. 

Matthew Hosty 

Young People's Parliament 
The a ims of the YPP S ta t e / Independen t School 

Project were twofold: 
to promote links between schools in the Birmingham area 
to show off the fancy new facilities at Millennium Point. 

It achieved both of these with only l imited success, 
however. The King Edward's délégation took par t in six 
sessions, spread throughout 2001-02, on various topics 
of impor tance to the m o d e m teenager, ranging from 
h u m a n rights to Systems of locai government . Also 
présent were délégations from KEHS, EHS, Bordesley 
Green Girls' School, Cockshut Hill Technology College 
and H a m s t e a d Hall, the idea be ing tha t the 
i n d e p e n d e n t and state sectors should be equal ly 
represented . Certainly an extremely worthy idea, bu t a 
few p r o b l e m s p r e v e n t e d it from be ing qui te as 
effective as it might have been . 

The Mil lennium Point facilities are undeniably 
impress ive . The room used for the p lena ry (i.e. 
involving everyone) sessions would double nicely as 
the headquar te r s of the Galactic Council in some sci-fi 
flick: it has a centrai lec tern with in-built computer, a 
large projector screen on the back wall, su r round 
sound, and tiered rows of seating. Each seat has its 
own minia ture voting console, with three bu t tons 
allowing the user to vote on issues presented on the 
big screen, a mic rophone for addressing the floor and 
a Cali bu t ton for announc ing one's desire to speak. 
Pressing the lat ter lights up a corresponding icon on a 
seating pian at the lectern, so that whoever is chairing 
the mee t ing can instantly see who wants to have their 

say. Phil Grierson, the m a n in charge of the YPP 
project who chaired most of the discussions, used this 
set-up to great effect, starting each session with some 
quiz quest ions on the main screen, the results of which 
revea led our knowledge (or ignorance) of the 
forthcoming topic. Sadly, not e very aspect ran so 
smoothly. The microphones , in particular, caused 
havoc: after the first few speakers failed to get any 
amplification at ali, every c o m m e n t b e c a m e prefaced 
by a nervous "Can you hear m e alright?" It's amazing 
how fragile a teenager 's concentra t ion is, and ali it took 
was some unfo r tuna te ' s m i c r o p h o n e suddenly to 
switch on half-way through their serious opinion for 
most of the room to dissolve in laughter, upon which 
the c o m m e n t was as good as lost. 

T h e br idges b e t w e e n schools proved 
disappointingly weak, too. Düring a discussion about 
ways pupils could make their opinions known to 
teachers (other than the much-loved and traditional 
brick through the staff room window), a girl from one 
of the comprehens ives replied to a point made by one 
of our boys, opining that "Your teachers probably don't 
l isten to you cause you go to a posh school." This was 
me t angrily by the KE délégations, and a full-scale 
verbal war was only just prevented by the timely 
in tervent ion of Phil. The comment , while depressingly 
narrow-minded, served as a r eminde r of the way we 
are perceived by m a n y local comprehensives , and of 
the kind of préjudice we need to work hard to dispel. 
Admittedly, the présence of délégations from both KES 
and KEHS may not have he lped pu t our fellow 
par l iamentar ians at their collective ease, as we arrived 
on the same coaches and generally behaved as if we 
belonged to a single school, but so great was the 
a w k w a r d n e s s tha t it ex t ended into the smaller 
discussions as well, making sensible conversations 
within groups of about five very difficult. 

It would be ut ter ly unfair to d a m n the project as a 
failure. It was often interest ing and informative, and 
provided some genuinely worthwhile exercises, such 
as w h e n we were given the chance to quest ion Steve 
McCabe, Labour MP for Hall Green (in t rue politicai 
style, he managed to reveal more by his évasions than 
by his answers) . It was also a lot of fun at t imes; never 
has m y imaginat ion b e e n so taxed as w h e n m y group 
was chal lenged with producing an A-Z list of h u m a n 
rights, and Z ended up as "Zzzzz: the essential human 
r ight to peaceful , u n i n t e r r u p t e d s leep." David 
Wheat ley and I even got to impress some KEHS girls 
with our knowledge of famous quotes, and the final 
part of the final mee t ing involved, um, watching an 
IMAX movie about the In ternat ional Space Station 
(very cool, a l though alarming, part icularly when a 
rocket takes off and bits of flying débris bounce off 
one 's eyeballs with a gentle plink). Indeed, I would 
r e c o m m e n d the whole expér ience to any future IVths, 
if it is repeated, and I would extend hear ty thanks to ail 
the staff involved, part icularly to our very own Mr 
Milton. Everyone concerned did their best to promote 
co-operation be tween the various schools. It would be 
idiocy, however, to p ré tend that the project was 
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flawless. Targets for next year: Mil lennium Point to get 
their microphones working properly, and us not to be 
instantly tarred with the posh school b rush by our 
contemporar ies . If both of those can be managed, we'll 
be that m u c h closer to achieving the a ims outl ined 
above. Here 's hoping. 

Matthew Hosty 

University Destinations 
From 1996-1999 ei ther Oxford or Cambridge was 

the top universi ty dest inat ion for King Edward's boys. 
Since the arrival of the 21st cen tury (and the advent of 
fees) Birmingham has headed the list, except for 2002, 
when it shared the lead with Oxford, and this summer, 
when Kings College London just bea t Bi rmingham for 
the top slot - 13 boys going to Kings and 12 to 
Bi rmingham. Leeds and Bristol too have b e e n 
consistently popular, both taking an average of 8 boys 
a year (except for 2002 w h e n only 2 boys went to 
Leeds). The top 6 dest inat ions over the eight years 
1996-2003 are Oxford, Cambridge and Birmingham, 
followed by Bristol, D u r h a m and Nott ingham. 

Degree Course Choices 
Medicine has b e e n the top choice for all eight years 

(1997 set a record with no less than 27 boys leaving to 
read the subject). Engineer ing (of all sorts) has b e e n 
consistently in the top five until this year, w h e n it 
dropped to seventh . An interest ing t rend has b e e n the 
rise of o ther vocationally related courses; only two 
boys left to read Business S tud ies /Management in 
1996, three in 1997, one only in 1998 and 1999; but an 
average of 8 per year have done so since 2000. 
Similari}' Compute r related courses have grown from 2 
in 1997 to an average of 6 a year from 00-03. Law 
vacillates from a low of 3 in 1997 to e leven in 1998, 
down to four in 2000 bu t rising again to ten in 2001 
(and eight in 2003). Maths was in the top five choices 
from 1996-1999 and peaked at 14 candidates in 2000. It 
has now fallen back to jus t over two for the past three 
years. Geography r ema ins a popular choice, averaging 
9 boys a year deciding to read it at university. History 
averages jus t over six a year. English and Modern 
Languages hold their own with English averaging over 
three a year and Modern Languages four. The choice 
to read individual sciences (or Natural Sciences) has 
become gradually less c o m m o n since 1996, possibly as 
many of those doing science A-levels go into Medicine 
and, to a lesser extent, Dentis try. However, against the 
trend, seven boys left to read Biology or a biologically 
related subject this summer . 

A subject that has b e c o m e more popular in recent 
years is Philosophy, ei ther as a single subject or as 
joint honours (possibly due to the introduct ion of 
Religious Studies at A level, which includes phi losophy 
of religion and ethics). Most years there will be one or 
two boys who choose to read such subjects as History 
of Art, Archaeology, Classics, Theology, Music and 

Veterinary Science. Other newer degree choices 
include Actuarial Sciences, Transport, African Studies, 
Sports Science and Materials Science. 

A-level applicants now have a very wide range of 
degree subjects from which to choose. The different 
choices each year usually n u m b e r up to thirty. 

Careers Department 

Senior Challenge 
As captain Ruari Kerr was in his final year at the 

school, and Shane Murray and Richard Lau were 
eligible for Junior status for the last t ime, next year 's 
team will retain only a quar te r of this season's l ine-up. 
The eagerness to put on a good final showing spurred 
the team on to a memorab le season, and finally 
re tu rned the national title to KES after a long absence. 

The campaign began with the regional heat, a 
manic, twelve-team affair conducted by Mr Milton 
with ruthless efficiency. In defiance of Mr Milton's 
selection, KES C qualified from the group stage while 
the B t eam were held back following a narrow defeat 
by KE Five Ways. KES A, meanwhi le , won in a 
suspiciously easy group to set up an inces tuous semi
final against the C team. This proved to be a close 
match, but the first t e am fortunately avoided an 
embarrass ing defeat by their own reserves to reach the 
regional final. Shrewsbury School t u rned out to be far 
less of a challenge than KES C, and the A t e a m coasted 
through to the regional title and to the national finals. 
Meanwhile, the Cs crowned an impressive evening 
with victory in the play-off against Five Ways, placing 
t h e m third overall in the West Midlands region. 

The nat ional final, at Uppingham School, p resen ted 
more of a challenge. A quarter-final victor y against 
Sherborne set up a difficult semi-final against a quick 
and knowledgeable t eam from Westminster. In spite of 
the ap p a ren t l y inexhaus t ib le capaci ty of the 
opponents ' captain for historical trivia, fast buzzing 
and a strong showing by the two Juniors he lped KES to 
bui ld u p an ear ly lead that even tua l ly p roved 
unassailable. 

So far, so good. However, this would not be the first 
t ime that a KES t eam had reached a nat ional final only 
to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. F o r t u n a t e ^ , 
the opposing finalists from George Heriot 's, Edinburgh 
were not as dangerous as feared, and KES were able to 
rack u p thir ty correct answers before the other t e a m 
reached the buzzer. From this start, the t eam raced 
away to a winn ing score of over 1000 points, almost 
unhea rd of at this stage of the competi t ion. 

The nat ional title is a great swan-song for depar t ing 
members , part icularly Ruari Kerr, w h o m we hope to 
see on Univers i ty Chal lenge dur ing h i s t ime at 
Cambr idge . T h a n k s m u s t go to Mr Milton for 
organising the team, and to all those devoted followers 
who have provided lifts, re f reshments and support 
throughout the year. 

David Tite 
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Junior Challenge 

The KES Jun ior Schools' Challenge t eams had a lot 
to live up to this year as their senior counterpar t s won 
the nat ional compéti t ion. Last year, the Juniors lost in 
the regional finals and the quest ion was: could they do 
be t te r this t ime? 

We won our two group games against Bablake A and 
last year 's winners , King's Worcester. Unfortunately, 
the KES B t eam lost bo th of its first round matches so 
would take no further part. We started poorly but 
pulled through after some quick buzzing in from ali 
the t eam and so were again in the regional final, 
against a Bablake B t eam who were considerably be t te r 
than their A team. Again we had a terrible start, but 
pulled it back and both t eams were neck and neck for 
most of the match until we broke away just at the end. 

Two weeks later, we were at M o n m o u t h school to 
play an inter-regional match against a Cardiff school, 
St Teilos. This match was defìnitely harder than the 
previous ones and it was a close game the whole time, 
KES just scraping through 490-370. 

So we were through to the nat ional finals, this year 
held at Aldwickbury School in Harpenden . We were in 
the second round of matches and so watched an 
extremely convincing Manches ter G r a m m a r School 
breeze past St Colman's College by about 750 points. 
T h e n it was our turn. We were up against Torquay 
Boys' G r a m m a r School, and this t ime managed to stay 
ahead the whole t ime and eventual ly won. After lunch 
we were matched against the formidable Manches ter 
G r a m m a r School in what was for m e the most exciting 
match we played. This was the best we played ali t e rm 
and we were extremely close to winning. We pulled 
back amazingly quickly in the final m inu t e s but fate 
was not on our side: we lost 700-810. 

Well done to everyone in bo th t eams and thanks to 
Miss Bubb for helping and support ing us throughout 
the te rm. 

Alisdair Morgan 

Engineering Education 
Scheme 

The Engineer ing Education Scheme, one of the 
more elite Friday Afternoon Activities, is a somewhat 
u n k n o w n quant i ty to most boys and teachers . It is 
designed for aspiring engineers in the Divisions, who 
are studying Maths at AS-level. 

This year 's t eam of Mat thew Davis, Alex Pavlaki, 
Obaid Choudry, Adedayo Titiloye and Scott Ferguson 
were the ten th t eam from KES to take part in the 
scheme. Mr Lloyd has guided t h e m ail, and fus 
unre len t ing commi tmen t , inspiration and knowledge 
were invaluable. He also had the ability to tu rn 
m o m e n t s of u t te r adversity into hilarity with his words 
of wit. 

The a im of the scheme each year is to solve a real-
life engineer ing problem. Thus , a company and a 
problem are essential . Unfortunately in September we 
did not have one. "Don't worry, it always takes a 
while," Mr Lloyd assured us. And so we waited. 
September passed, then October. November came and 
went and still we didn't have a project. Indeed it was 
only a couple of weeks before the residential that we 
were finally allocated a company, the University of 
Birmingham, and given our brief: Design a me thod of 
measur ing the m o m e n t of inert ia of a car a round the 
yaw axis. The t eam were bemused , and worryingly, 
despite Mr Lloyd's expérience, so was he. 

So, after m o n t h s of wait ing for a project, we had to 
spend a few hours discussing the problem with our 
S u p e r v i s o r . Dr Wheele (our S u p e r v i s o r ) explained what 
a m o m e n t of inertia is. Apparenti}' , it is a measure of 
the distribution of mass a round an axis, and without 
going into m u c h detail (I couldn' t if you wanted me 
to!) it affects cars ' hand l ing . This is especially 
impor tant to sports car manufacturers . Suddenly it ali 
seemed m u c h more interest ing. 

We h e a d e d to the four-day res ident ia l at the 
University of Birmingham with little idea of what to 
expect. It tu rns out that there are already a n u m b e r of 
feasible me thods employed by différent motoring 
companies to measu re the m o m e n t of inertia of a car. 
However, most of thèse involve facilities owned by 
large companies and stat ioned overseas, leaving small 
British companies with no facilities to use. And so, the 
University of Birmingham hopes to build a rig, not 
only to Iure out to car companies , but also to test its 
own Formula Student racecar. The plan for our project 
now b e c a m e clear: to prototype différent methods for 
measur ing the m o m e n t of inertia, in order to produce 
an efficient design for the University to work with. 
Clearly we could not build a full-scale rig, and so a 
model car was provided and the Physics depar tment 
kindly lent us some weights, which we used to take 
m e a s u r e m e n t s . 

The residential was enjoyable and productive, and 
by the end, we were already taking measu remen t s 
using the first prototype. T h u s began m o n t h s of 
bui lding prototypes, taking measu remen t s , drawing 
graphs , ref in ing the proto type , t ak ing more 
measu remen t s , more graphs. And so, eventually, we 
had not one but two working prototypes, and lots of 
m e a s u r e m e n t s and graphs. However, there was now 
only a week to go before the Easter holiday, and the 
dissertation length report was far from finished. The 
threat that we would need to come in dur ing the Easter 
holiday to finish the report did spur us on, but no 
a m o u n t of frantic work could avoid the necessity of 
Coming in for a few days over the holiday. Indeed, it 
was only the day before the projects were due to be 
handed to the assessors that ours was completed! 

We re tu rned from the Easter holidays refreshed. 
However , c lear ly we had spen t too m u c h time 
refreshing ourselves, and the présentat ions, which 
people had promised to write over the holiday, did not 
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appear. T h e r e was only a week to go before 
présentat ion Day at the NEC, and our display stand 
was not yet complete . Indeed it was only the morn ing 
befbre the présenta t ion day, 
that we were fìnally able to 

r u n th rough our rou t ine . 
However, that short practice 
paid off, and our assessors 
were very c o m p l i m e n t a r y , 
comment ing on how m u c h 
time we mus t have spen t 
practicing the présentat ion. 

Our display stand was a big 
success. The bright colours 
we painted the rig to attract 
the crowds went down well, 
although some people were 
put off by the lack of the free 
chocolatés being offered by 

other schools, such as KEHS, who had been working 
with Cadbury. Looking back, despite everything it was 
one of the most rewarding and enjoyable chal lenges of 

my school career. I would 
r e c o m m e n d it to any 
b u d d i n g e n g i n e e r s who 
th ink they can give the 
c o m m i t m e n t and hard work 
required. Thanks mus t go to 
Mr Lloyd, our S u p e r v i s o r Dr 
Wheele, and the University 
of B i rmingham for 
providing us with a project 
at the last m o m e n t . The EES 
is nationally acclaimed and 
thoroughly worthwhile . 

Matthew Davis 

Historical Re-enactment 
The first event of the académie year, in September, 

was at Cosmeston Mediaeval Village in Wales. The 
distances involved in this expédit ion were such that we 
requi red overn igh t a c c o m m o d a t i o n : this was 
graciously provided by Mr Davies' mother, who lives in 
the area. Sadly, only four of us could go, due to the 
Davies' ma te rna i h o m e having a l imited n u m b e r of 
bedrooms, bu t this did enable us to take ali four of our 
war machines . The organisers were very impressed, 
and are p lanning to invite us back next year, for which 
we are cons ider ing taking the whole 
group and sleeping unde r canvas. 

November saw us as historical colour 
for an evening banque t at the Botanical 
Gardens. Basically, this m e a n t s tanding 
around at the beg inning with po learms as 
some sort of h o n o u r guard, and t h e n 
providing diversion and en te r t a inment . 
The crowd of b u s i n e s s m e n and 
footballers didn't s eem overly interested: 
the}? looked up curiously w h e n Tamsin 
was dragged screaming round the dining 
room by two burly m e n and put in the 
stocks, but most of t hem didn't appear to | 
notice when , halfway through the meal, 
Davies Senior and Junior a t t empted to 
kill each other as loudly as possible. And 
while I 'm sure o the r sc r iveners 
throughout history have had to undergo 
less-than-favourable conditions, I imagine 
few of t h e m have had to work in a 
choking fug of stale cigarette smoke. 

In March, things got even odder, as we went to the 
University of Central England to part icipate in a 
teacher training day on behalf of the Midlands History 
Forum. The idea was to pass on information on the 
Tudor Military Renaissance, which our disciples could 

then teach to their own s tudents at A-Level. Mr Davies 
felt the bes t way to do this was to dress t h e m up in 
basecoats and he lmets and drill t hem. We'd b e e n 
hoping to put t h e m in formation and t hen fire on them 
with blackpowder weapons, but all pyrotechnies and 
loud bangs were strictly forbidden on grounds of the 
cur ren t in te rna t iona l cl imate. Sadly, the t eachers 
didn't really en te r into the spirit of the thing, clearly 
feeling that it was some bizarre n ightmare that they 
would soon wake up from. Poor show, chaps. 

The finale of the year was our TV début. To mark 
the 600th anniversary of the Battie of Shrewsbury, an 
épisode of Battlefield Détectives was being filmed. This 
required ranks of photogenic archers, and so we 
natural ly got invited. Running down a s teep hill in 
woollen trousers, in the full baking giare of the 
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noonday sun, yelling hoarse battle-
cries and trying not to fall over is 
really very liberating. The resulting 
p rogramme hopefully went out in 
September this year. If you saw it, 
r e m e m b e r the guys in coloured 
jackets at the very back of the 
charge, looking ferocious but 
suspiciously u n a r m e d ? That was 
us. 

We're out the re , we ' re 
d e t e r m i n e d and we ' re gett ing 
steadily be t te r -known across the 
country . Whats more, we're having 
an eno rmous a m o u n t of fun in the 
process. Resistance is futile. 

Matthew Hosty 

Cot Fund 
It's b e e n an exhaust ing year, bu t once again we 

have surpassed ourselves and raised a record total: 
£10,649.30. Ail of this is thanks to your effort in setting 
u p events and, just as important ly, contr ibuting your 
cash. I would personally like to thank everyone who 
worked on the Teacher Talent Contest, including, bu t 
not l imited to, Karaan Sabherwal, Saqib Bhatti, Dr 
Daniel, and everyone who plucked up the courage to 
perform. Other events this year have included the 
Comic Relief non-uniform day (who could forget that 
ape?), sponsored reading by Rem B, and h u n d r e d s of 
other smaller events which helped us toward the total. 

This year has b e e n a year domina ted by news of the 
suffering of people beyond our borders , which is 
reflected in our choices of charit ies. The m o n e y raised 
has b e e n a l located to n u m e r o u s char i tab le 
organisations over the year, including: 

Internationally 
The Red Cross: Helping those in desperate 

need both he re and abroad. 

WWF: 

FROGS: 

Food for Somalia: 

Protecting endangered 
species across the globe. 
Friends Of Gambian Schools, 
providing the basic 
r equ i rements of Gambian 
Schoolchildren. 
Saving people from famine. 

Nationally 
Cancer Research UK: Continually searching for 

ways to limit the effects of, 
and cure, cancer. 

Locally 
Freshwindscare centre: Offering support for those 

with l ife-threatening and life-
l imiting illnesses 

T h a n k s for 
your suppor t 
and let 's make 
next year 
ano ther bumper 
year! 

Thomas 
Cartwright 
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Shells Classical Play 
Compétition 

On a Friday afternoon most sensible people would 
steer clear of a Concert Hall packed full of excitable 
Shells: the little chaps are usually keen to get h o m e 
and, in such vast numbers , can prove very loud 
indeed. One might, however, make an exception w h e n 
the Shells Classical Play Compéti t ion is being staged. 
Somehow this bizarre tradition has evolved from a 
simple excuse for the Shells not to do any work dur ing 
Latin lessons into one of the more highly anticipated 
events of the school calendar. Having organised 
the contest and b e e n on the judicial panel for the 
last few years, I've l ea rned that the secret of its 
success lies in its u t te r unpredictabil i ty. If there 's 
one thing you can expect, it's the unexpected. And 
fake breasts . Probably. 

Kicking off proceedings on 24th of J anua ry in 
the Concert Hall was our ever-confident host 
Jamie Hinds, who, complete with bow tie, wasted 
no t ime in introducing us to the first entry. Shell 
B took to the stage like a duck to water with their 
en t ry Feeling Under the Weather. T h e s tory 
revolved a round H a d e s t ry ing to kill people 
because they were living for far too long: his 
solution was to unleash a terrible plague upon the 
world. The highlight of the play, however, was Mr 
Lambie u n e x p e c t e d l y b o o m i n g "Dime bar! 
Where?" from the back of the Concert Hall for no 
apparent reason. Expect the unexpected . Indeed, I 
quite enjoyed Shell D's entry, The Leakiest Wink. 
The plot (and I use the t e rm as loosely as ever) 
involved Anne Robinson being sent to Hades. 
With Anne in Hell, George W. Bush took over her 
rôle on The Weakest Link - with con tes tan t s 
including Saddam Husse in and the Taliban. The 

repeatedly screaming "I need curry!" and ali the 
contes tants voting for George W. Bush as the Weakest 
Link. 

Most people look forward to Mr Owen's ent r ies and, 
in its favour, Shell R's Bush Goes to Hell began really 
well wi th a supe rb violin in t roduc t ion and a 
s tunningly well-crafted Cerberus cos tume. George W. 
Bush choking on a pretzel and killing an alien cult at 
the end were m o m e n t s of hilarity. 

Shell S's contribution, 007: Live Twice if You're 
Lucky, was far be t te r than I'd expected. Award for the 
most spectacular prop m u s t go to t h e m for the use of 
an electric wheelchair! But as Bond informed us, there 
was no ejector seat for this part icular gadget. All in ail 

• 'm 

• k À 

"Welcome lo Hell . 
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this was high-quality nonsense and 
a great laugh to watch. 

Bringing u p the rear were Shell T 
with Family Misfortunes, a spoof of 
the Bruce Forsyth gameshow. It 
b e g a n wi th a long mus ica l 
introduction, after which we met 
the g a m e s h o w con tes t an t s . T h e 
even tua l w i n n e r s inc luded Ozzy 
Osbourne and Hitler, with none of 
Osbourne ' s more c o m m o n verbal 
m a n n e r i s m s be ing imitated, 
thankfully. A realistic impersonation 
of Miss Tudor was also a highlight. 

The judges a n n o u n c e d a 
romping victory for Shell B, who 
scored 46 points out of a possible 
50, after which the Shells swiftly 
flooded out of the Concert Hall in a 
rush to get c leaned up and catch 
buses . I'd like to thank them, their 
teachers, the o ther judges and also 
Jamie Hinds for being kind enough 
to compere the event . 

Scott Hancock 

Junior Play - Pinnochia 

T h e word Pinnochia h a s cer ta in conno ta t ions . 
Images of slightly dated Disney films tend to dance 
before one ' s vision, a long wi th magical crickets, 
wishing stars and endear ing inner t hèmes of Hard 
Work and Love, of which Disney is evidently especially 
fond. Though the picture pa in ted on the p rogramme of 
this product ion was not reassuring, the play tu rned out 
to include mercifully few of the aforement ioned. 
Instead, the audience was t reated to a rollercoaster of 
a p e r f o r m a n c e involving a h ighway robbery , 
unicyclists, token English pol icemen and whales! 

Given the t ime they had and the male actors they 
had access to (four), the cast and crew headed by Mr 
Davies and Miss Asher created an expérience that was 
seldom less than enjoyable. Nose-growing and t h è m e s 
of deceit were scarce, and the cricket made but one 
appearance (even t hen it was a fairy in disguise, so that 
was okay). Pinnochia did want to become a real girl, 
this be ing the only apparen t parallel with the Disney 
production, but it was really only a vague distraction 
from all the fun she was having doing things like 
turn ing into a donkey and j u m p i n g through hoops. 
Now that 's en te r t a inment . 

One of the mos t e n d e a r i n g aspec t s of the 
production, and one which is possibly to be expected 
from any product ion with Mr Davies at the heim, was 
the level of audience participation. This varied from 
the standard dialogue with on-stage characters ("He's 
beh ind you," etc), to part icipation in musical n u m b e r s 
(best kept quiet about), to s imulat ing going to sleep at 

the end of the first half and waking up at the start of 
the second. At eve ry stage, the actors heckled 
uncooperat ive m e m b e r s of the audience and led the 
way. 

It's wor th recognising some of the onstage talent: 
Callum McKenzie-Ward played the part of Pinnochia 's 
slightly man ie ye t loveable father in a quite inimitable 
style, and liaised with the audience extremely well. 
His leading lady, Isabel Durbin, seemed capable not 
only of r emember ing vast chunks of l ines but of 
a c c o m p a n y i n g 
t h e m with infinite 
circus tricks, dances 
and so forth. Other 
n o t e w o r t h y 
cont r ibu t ions were 
from the worryingly 
i n n u e n d o - r i d d e n 
detectives ( H a n n a h 
Burn and H e l e n 
Watkinson) , the 
magical and ballet-
tastic fairy, Imogen 
Brooke, and the Fox, 
A l a n n a h Foster, 
who a t o n e p o i n t 
e x p e r t l y a d l i b b e d 
t h e a c c i d e n t a l 
des t ruc t ion of he r 
ears. 
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Equally impress ive were the backs tage 
cont r ibu t ions of J a m i e Doe, w h o m a d e sweet 
boardroom music throughout at roughly two weeks 
notice, and Mr Boardman, who provided wild and 
exotic m a k e u p for a lmost eve ryone in the cast, 
pinnochia was the very embod imen t of a r idiculous 
and, dare I say it, rip-roaring adventure that pushed 
suspension of disbelief several miles beyond the limit 
and was ali the be t te r for it. The cast and crew have 
achieved someth ing they can ali be proud of, though 
those involved with the ut ter ly ludicrous chase scènes 
are probably the ones who should be the most 
satisfied. 

Will Tattersdili 

'0b 

i 1 

Never Mind the Cheers or Hooting 

The tenacious amongst you will k n o w that it's not 
ali over unti l the fat lady sings, and will therefore have 
ensured a t tendance at the final event mark ing the 
school's 450th Anniversary célébrations. What was the 
-piece de résistance of thèse célébrations? The fantastic 
Symphony Hall concert? T h e brill iant Ball or the 
celebrity cricket match? No. A clue to this final burs t of 
célébration m a y be found in the words of King 
Edward's School Song, "Never mind the Cheers or 
Hooting", which provided the title for a review that 
delighted its audience . 

Our School Song cont inues, "Keep your head and 
play the game". In such a King Edward's tradition, 
various m e m b e r s of staff, ably suppor ted by pupils, 
sallied forth to ba the bravely in the l imelight for this 
once and only celebratory event. Casting réputa t ions 
aside, those brave thespians usually engaged in the art 
of teaching displayed previously h idden talents in a 
series of sketches loosely t h e m e d around the idea of 
school and schooling. The review began with the 

formidable Canon Lunt, por t rayed by Mr Lambie, and 
ended with the Living History team, who clawed their 
way from Room 161 to dash through the key events in 
King Edward's School's history; a ten-minute portrayal 
of four h u n d r e d and fifty years of which even the 
Reduced Shakespeare Company would be proud! 

Mrs Southworth displayed t rue talent in the form of 
Joyce Grenfell at the Nativity Play. To organise an 
invisible class is in total contrast to the real challenge 
of handl ing the onslaught of the Fourths on Thursday 
afternoons, bu t Mrs Southworth proved shiningly fit 
for the task. As for Mr Herbert , he finally lost control 
and murde red a pupil, the previously u n m e n t i o n e d 
hapless son of Dr Smith. No, not another docu-soap 
bu t an in te rp ré ta t ion of Rowan Atkinson 's Fatai 
Beating. Surely KES p a r e n t s would d e m ó n s t r a t e 
greater self-control? 

The younges t pe r fo rmers , from the J u n i o r 
Dramatic Club, showed themselves admirably suited 
for their Just William sketch. True to form, the Science 
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C o m m o n Room kept sex at the forefront 
of éducat ion with Mr Rigby proving that 
it is not only radios which br ighten up 
his life. 

Mr and Mrs Benson gave portrayals of 
t imes past, burs t ing with emot ion as 
were Arif Tamboo and Tom Smith in the 
Blood Brothers excerpt. It was left to the 
In te rmedia te Drama Society to show the 
talents of the giggly girls from our sister 
school, and to Mrs Gardiner and Dr 
Galloway to demóns t ra te that giggling 
has to make way for gossip. Mr Simpson 
displayed his romant ic side, whilst the 
most memorab le per formance of the 
evening was surely given by Mr Davies, 
who appeared disarmingly comfortable 
in his role as J a m e s Bond's enemy, the 
psychotic villain, Blofeld. 

As always, credit for KES dramat ic 
per formances mus t include Mrs Herbert , 
Mr Sendor and their team, who enabled 
an evening of sketches which provoked 
thought alongside roaring laughter. 

Joshua Fisher 

The Cast 

Master of C é r é m o n i e s 

Mr Edward Mil ton 

Présents 

C a n o n Lunt Phillip Lambic 

Nativ i ty Play Caroì Southworth 

Just W i l l i a m Junior Dramatic Club 

Blood Brothers Senior Dramatic Society 

Just a n Ordinary School Intermediate Drama Club 

Adrian Mole intermediate Drama Club 

Fatai Beat ing John Herbert & Howard Smith 

40 Years O n Elaine Benson & The Living 

History Team 

INTERNAL 

No Goss ip Gilí Galloway & Gwyncth Gardiner 

A Day in the D e a t h of Joe Egg John Herbert 

Medicai School The Science Common Room 

T h i s Week's F i lm Gill Galloway & Richard Simpson 

T h e M i n e r Dcrek Benson 

T h e Spy W h o Taught Me KES Staff 

1552-2002 - the Best Bits The Living History Team 

Senior Play - South Pacific 
Another September: but end-of-holiday b lues were 

soon expelled by the appearance of notices advertising 
the audit ions for this year 's Senior Production, South 
Pacific. And so began the twice-weekly after-school 
rehearsals in which Mr Monks ambitiously a imed to 
train the cast's vocal chords, whilst Mrs Herber t tried 
( somet imes fruitfully) to pass on some of h e r dramat ic 
expertise to those playing the lead roles. 

Meanwhile , Big School and the boys ' Drama Studio 
were h ives of activity each Friday a f te rnoon as 
m e m b e r s of the Stage Crew from bo th schools set to 
work on the e n o r m o u s task of, well, mak ing it! The set 
had to be designed, worked out, constructed, re-
thought out, pa inted and perfected. The lighting rig 
needed assembling, cueing and programming. And 
every cast m e m b e r needed to have a cos tume hired 
and assigned. T ime flew quickly and ali of a sudden it 
was the week before, and then the week of, the 
production. The e n o r m o u s task was only comple ted on 
the Sunday preceding the first night, after a full 
weekend of non-stop, dedicated hard work. 

The cast, unde r the supervision of Mrs Herber t ' s 
appointed stage managers (Anna Princess-of-Darkness 
N e w m a n and Katie The-Nice-One Reid), eventual ly put 
on four s tunning performances , a l ternat ing a n u m b e r 
of the m a i n par ts be tween pairs of actors on différent 
nights, as has been standard practice in récent years. 
The lead roles were p l a y e d b y Alex Barnfield, Tom Pile, 
Nicky Scanlan and Gini Godwin. 

T h e p e r f o r m a n c e s b e c a m e funnie r and m o r e 
outrageous as the week progressed, with commendab le 

camp sailor per formances from Richard Bradish and 
Taylor Meanwell , superb ad-libbing from Ben Lister, 
and unb r id l ed a u d i e n c e a m u s e m e n t at Michael 
Qui rke ' s c o m m e n t on " someone of y o u r [Giles 
Urwin's] athletic ability." Rumour has it that a handful 
of the male cast even managed to insert the word 
"badger" hito their l ines with some frequency and 
imaginat ion. Scripted h u m o u r was présent too, if you 
were l i s t en ing carefully enough . Bloody Mary, 
superbly por t rayed by Maureen Finglass and Nadine 
Johnson , captivated the audience ' s a t tent ion with 
beautifully naive l ines such as, "Philladellia girl? Wha' 
tha ' m e a n ? No saxy?!," and w h e n Tom Smith appeared 
on stage dressed in grass skirt and coconut bikini, it 
was reckoned that the only thing to distinguish h im 
from the hoards of iemale nurses decorat ing the 
product ion was that he was lucky enough to be fondled 
b y Stewpot! 

It was a terrible shame w h e n it was all over, and I 
can't wait until next year. South Pacific was yet another 
t r i u m p h for the Drama and Music depa r tmen t s , 
proving beyond reasonable doubt that there is nothing 
like a dame! Special thanks mus t go to Mr Sendor for 
ail his technical expertise (and r andom knowledge) , to 
Mr Barry for his choreography (which allowed a bunch 
of sailors to slap their knees ) , to Mr Evans for 
operat ing the sound (and to Paul Freeman-Powell for 
fixing it w h e n he couldn' t get it to work), and to the 
KEVI-tv team from the Girls' School for producing the 
spectacular DVD of the product ion. 

Paul Freeman-Powell 
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I Syndicate Play - Sweet Charity 
Whilst the t endency for some m a y be to par ty hard 

after the dreaded A-levels, to sleep long and generally 
avoid school and revel in their new-found freedom, a 
healthily large group of the uppe r Sixth from both 
schools decided instead to spend ali their waking hours 
in the same place they 'd spent the last few weeks 
longing to leave. The Syndicate Play Sweet Charity 
proved to be a most remarkable feat, as the Sixth 
formers had little over a week to rehearse scripts and 
musical numbers , choreograph, des ign/bui ld the set 
and organise s o u n d and l ight ing before the 
performance. Compare that to the Senior Productions, 

which typically take place in February or March having 
begun préparat ions in September (or before) and you'll 
see jus t how m a m m o t h a task that is! 

Temptat ion to compromise was ignored, however, 
and the audience was t reated to a wonderfully light-
h e a r t e d and s o m e t i m e s downr igh t h i la r ious 
product ion. Ben Lister's superb ad-libbing brought an 
uproar of applause and laughter: for those of you who 
were there, jus t remember , "I'm in a very bad mood 
because my bro ther Monty was tragically killed in a 
terrible elevator accident earlier today," and you'll be 
chuckling unti l dawn! Charlotte Skouby played the 
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part of a girl fed up with m e n and vowing never to trust 
t h e m again: however she was unable to resist the 
cha rms of e i ther Tom Pile or Alex Barnfield, who 
p layed the two lead male roles. Ali th ree ac ted 
excellently: the school will miss their gusto sorely. The 
audience were equally taken aback by Chris Guest 's 
outs tanding performance as Daddy Brubeck in the 
Rhythm of Life church. 

It was a very enter ta in ing show, and as I watched 
from beh ind m y sound desk I was struck by the 
professionalism which was the resuit of so m u c h hard 
work. Everyone k n e w exactly wha t to do, and k n e w 
that if they didn't, they 'd get a kicking from the 
directors, Anna N e w m a n and Becky Bridge, a fear 
which ensured that (mostly) everything wen t (almost) 
entirely according to plan. The orchestra, led by Dave 
Badger, sounded good, and the Stage Crew (under stage 
manage r Janki Rajpura) produced a superb set which 
was manipu la ted with apparen t ease through a series 
of slick and well-rehearsed scene changes. 

Finally, thanks mus t go to Mrs Herber t and Mr 
Sendor for their support , as well as to both Music 
depa r tmen t s and the KEHS porters. 

Paul Freeman-Powell 

Syndicate r lay 

(Tickets ava i lab le fu m |. t'tli C e m m c n ï « m i 

Stage Crew Report 
Even though the first product ion of the academic 

year wasn' t until February, work began in September 
on the e n o r m o u s task of t ransforming Big School from 
a school hall into an exotic island b r imming with 
sexual tensión. The set for South Pacific was designed 
b y ve t e r a n stage c rewer H a n n a h Proops and 
immorta l ised by a "special making-of documentary". 
And what a brilliant, colourful set it was! The sandy 
b e a c h oozed s u n s h i n e whi le the pa lm t ree and 
expertly-designed leaves offered much-needed shade 
to the red-blooded sailor boys. Although m a n y long-
serving m e m b e r s of the Crew had left the previous 
summer, promising talent had joined, in the form of 
younger m e m b e r s of the Boys' School as well as n e w 
recrui ts from the lower sixth at KEHS. 

Due to the mult i far ious na tu re of the opt ion 
(officially k n o w n as Practical Thea t re but no-one ever 
calis it that!) there are m a n y different áreas to be 
worked on in order to produce a part icular show. 
These áreas vary according to what kind of show is 
be ing put on. After the initial delegation of tasks in the 
áreas of costumes, publicity, set des ign/const ruct ion , 
l ighting, p rops and stage m a n a g e m e n t , eve ryone 
scatters like bees from a hive to work on their own 
part icular área. Essential he lp and advice, along with 
i r reverence of the highest order, come courtesy of Mr 
Sendor, wi thout w h o m n o n e of the school product ions 
would be possible. 

As soon as the Sénior Production was over, all 

a t tent ions were focused on the next two productions. 
Take A Break, this year 's dance product ion at KEHS, 
required the skilful paint ing of a backdrop, as well as 
the se t t ing u p of pa ins tak ing ly difficult l ighting 
séquences which have to be performed live and in 
t ime wi th bo th the m u s i c and dancing! Soon 
afterwards the KES Drama Studio b e c a m e host for Mr 
Davies' Jun ior Play, Pinocchia (yes a iemale boy!): the 
set and lighting rig fell into place just in t ime for the 
opening night. 

Stage Crew's final commiss ion arrived at the very 
end of the S u m m e r Term in the form of the Syndicate 
Play, Sweet Charity. This t ime, whilst revelling in a 
post A-level haze, there was jus t one week to build the 
set, rig the lights and organise sound-effects and vocal 
amplification for what proved to be a highly successful 
show. It was a wonderful way for the m a n y leavers to 
say goodbye to the school. 

At the end of this hect ic year I can sit back and look 
at the three years I've b e e n in Stage Crew and honestly 
say I 'm greatly looking forward to m y fourth and final 
year of service in what is t ruly a most varied and 
interest ing option, extending far beyond jus t Friday 
af ternoons and fuelled on performance evenings by 
pure adrena l ine . Fond m e m o r i e s of South Pacific 
r emind m e of the great sense of ach ievement gained 
from putt ing on such a show. A shame it was over, 
re all y! 

Paul Freeman-Poweíl 
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Peter Bridle MBE 

Never was an honour more richly deserved than 
Peter Bridle's MBE, which was announced in the New 
Years Honours List 2003. Peter jo ined KES in 1976 and 
his conduct ing of the school's Symphony Orchestra is 
legendary; unde r Peter 's direction it mus t surely rank 
as one of the finest school orchestras in the country . 
But it is not only our two schools which have cause to 

celebrate: since 1985 Peter has also conducted the 
Birmingham Schools Symphony Orchestra. We, and 
the whole of Birmingham, are fortunate to have 
enjoyed Peter 's dist inguished services for the last 25 
years. Long may he cont inue! 

Roger Dancey 
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Christmas Concert 2002 

Chris tmas again: t ime to head for the Adrian Boult 
Hall to l isten to the various musical ensembles and 
choirs of bo th schools performing a variety of aurally 
pleasing treats. Well, actually, that 's not the whole 
story. A huge n u m b e r of pupils from both schools give 
up valuable t ime, somet imes several t imes a week for 
several weeks, to a t tend 
o r c h e s t r a / b a n d / c h o i r 
rehearsals , with results 
w h i c h can real ly be 
remarked upon. 

The first half of each 
concer t fea tured a 
selection of the schools' 
mus ica l g roups u n d e r 
the t ru s t ed b a t o n s of 
Messrs Monks , Evans, 
and Argust, jo ined , 
remarkably, by one of 
the pupi ls , Freddie 
Thomas . Freddie led the 
Senior Swing Ensemble 
in a superb performance 
of Sonny Rollins ' St 
Thomas wh ich m u s t 
have left the mus ic staff 
fearing for their jobs! 

Mr Evans led the Jun io r Swing Band's offerings, 
which were very well received by the audience. Other 
treats included Concert Band's per formances of In 
Town Tonight and the delightfully l igh t -hear ted 
Christmas Swing-a-long conducted by Mr Argust, who 
never did notice that half the percussion section was 
making it u p on the spot! Also featured were the Wind 
and Brass Bands, led by Monks and Evans respectively. 
For me, the real gem of ei ther first half was the joint 
Choral Society, whose rendi t ion of the Canterbury 
Carol certainly made sure I was in the Chris tmas spirit. 

KES Choir knuckling down to rehearsal 

We in the bass section added ho ho hos during the 
singing of Jingle Bells. I felt w a r m inside as Mr Monks 
mou thed "bravo", just before the audience began their 
rapturous applause. 

And then came the second half. After an interval in 
which the stage was set to make way for Symphony 

Orchestra, the audience 
was t rea ted to music 
from Coppella, by 
Delibes, followed by 
Saint-Saens ' Allegro 
Appassionata. Under the 
ba ton of Peter Bridle, the 
o rches t ra per formed 
wi th amaz ing might, 
gusto and beautiful 
accuracy . As is 
c u s t o m a r y on these 
occasions, the evening 
was rounded off with a 
Chr i s tmassy encore 
compr i s ing Sleigh Ride 
and Have Yourself a 
Merry Little Christmas, 
for which m e m b e r s of 
the Orches t ra dressed 
u p in the t radi t ional 
Santa Claus hats, some 

with flashing LEDs, and the percussionists even wore 
ant lers! T h e s e a m u s e d the aud ience w h e n they 
th rea tened to fall off while we were playing. 

It was another delightful end to an A u t u m n term, 
and the Music Depa r tmen t s demons t ra ted superbly 
the extent of talent which exists at our two schools. 
I 'm sure m a n y more such concer ts will be enjoyed for 
years to come. 

Paul Freeman-Powell 

Carol Service - Advent 2002 
Birmingham Cathedral was the scene for this year 's festivities. The 

pews were packed, bu t w h e t h e r this was due to the Choir's p resence 
or the freezing wea the r is debatable. The large crowd sent ne rvousness 
r ippling through the choir because the absence of several singers, who 
had b e c o m e caught in heavy traffic, had left us sorely diminished. 
However, the full body of singers was present and ready at the start of 
the service, and worship was able to c o m m e n c e without a hitch. 

In the absence of Rev. Raynor the service was taken by Joe 
Osborne 's father, Archdeacon Hayward Osbourne. As well as some of 
Mr Evans's well-chosen seasonal an thems , the congregation was 
t reated to some Chris tmas favourites, including Once in Royal David's 
City, featuring a delectable treble solo from Daniel King. Audience 
part icipation was, as usual, encouraged, bu t it was (as men t ioned 
before) very cold outside. 

Vikram Balachandar An angelic looking KES Choir in Birmingham Cathedral 
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Choral and Orchestral Concert 2003 

With not only the prospect of the elite of the 
Symphony Orchestra performing, bu t also pe rhaps the 
most ambit ious and exciting piece performed by the 
combined schools ' Choral Society to date, it s eemed as 
though the Music depa r tmen t s of bo th schools had 
contrived what was to be ano ther excellent school 
concert. 

The concer t began with a s y m p h o n y by Boyce 
performed by the Chamber Orchestra conducted by 
Mr Bridle. This was followed by an equally excellent 
Capriol Suite by Warlock, which was flowing and 
cont ras ted excel lent ly wi th the faster Boyce 
symphony. The orchestra was met iculous in the 
exécution of a complex yet magnificent assor tment of 
pièces. Needless to say, Mr Bridle conducted with the 
panache of which only he is capable. 

The second half of the concert consisted of one of 
the greatest works of choral mus ic of all t ime. The 
Carmina Burana i nco rporâ te s a whole range of 
différent t imbres , from the smooth and graceful 
"Blanziflor et Helena" to the brash and percussive tones 
of the unforgettable "Fortuna Imperatrix Mundi" and "In 
Tabema". Carmina Burana is a collection of Medieval 
Latin and G e r m a n poems and songs compiled by Orff 

Orchestral Concert 
2003 

David Badger. esteemeâ soloist 

to form a cohérent yet at t imes a morally quest ionable 
piece of choral work. "When we are in the tavern, we 
do not think about mortality, bu t get right down to 
gambling, which always raises a sweat." Rowdy lyrics, 
I th ink you'd agrée. 

The bri l l iant pe r fo rmance really reflected the 
a m o u n t of work that the Choral Society had put in to it 
as it s imply overf lowed wi th vivacity. T h e 
profess ional ly-sung solos were a w e s o m e . The 
orchestra performed magnificently and the impact of a 
full orchestra and choir packed onto the Adrian Boult 
Hall stage was unbelievable. 

Full credit for the concert however mus t go to all 
m e m b e r s of the Music staff who put their hear t s and 
soûls into the production; Mr Monks, Mr Argust and 
Mr Evans for their boundless pat ience in rehears ing 
the choir, and also Mr Bridle and Mr Evans who 
accompanied m a n y of the rehearsals. 

As m y b a n k of superlat ives Starts to r un thin I 
would like to add that the Choral Society has b e e n 
great fun all year and I hope to see m a n y n e w recrui ts 
as soon as possible, so that we can cont inue to produce 
such high quality music as we have this year. 

Andrew Caddy 

Plenty of rehearsal had gone into the prépara t ion of 
Symphony Orchestra for this concert , as bo th pièces 
promised to be among the most adventurous that the 
orchestra had played over the past few years . The 
excited audience packed into the Adrian Boult Hall 
awai ted Mr Peter Bridle's é m e r g e n c e to beg in 
proceedings in impressive style. 

In breathtaking fashion, the orchestra set about the 
opening Allegro of Dvorak's Symphony No.8 in G, its 
refreshing mélodies creating a vibrant opening. With 
the Adagio, they brought a haun t ing a tmosphère to the 
evening. The Allegro Grazioso led swiftly into the 
m é m o r a b l e Allegro Ma Non Troppo. S y m p h o n y 
Orchestra h a n d e d the stage over to Concert Orchestra, 
who played a sélection of dramat ic a r rangements , 
culminat ing in the vibrant Entrance of the Sirdar which 
left the audience in great anticipation for the second 
half. 

T h e é légance of H u m m e l ' s wr i t ing perfec t ly 
complemen ted the skill with which David Badger 
played the Trumpet Concerto, and all of the m o v e m e n t s 
showed the versatility both of the composer and of the 
players. The l ightning paced finish was greeted by a 
rap turous round of applause from a delighted crowd, 
who no doubt wished to thank the orchestra for the 
whole concert . I 'm sure the orchestra wished to thank 
David Badger for his t ime and effort in prepar ing his 
challenging solo, and Mr Bridle for rehears ing the 
ensembles so completely. 

Tom Bradish 
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Orchestral Residential Weekend 

Continuing the tradition of 
short articles which outl ine the 
brill iant fun which Symphony 
Orches t r a h a d at Cleobury 
Mort imer, desp i te ali of the 
playing we had to do, I would 
just like to thank ail involved for 
making it run seamlessly and for 
keeping everyone enter ta ined . 
The high points - waking u p to 
find the orchestra the wrong way 
round thanks to late night seat-
moving; the l e g e n d a r y Barn 
Dance - far ou twe ighed the 
freezing w e a t h e r and the 
u n c o m p r o m i s i n g l y large 

n u m b e r of rehearsals . We can 
only hope it's as good next year 

David Hingley 

Lunchtime Récitals 2002/3 

The Luncht ime Récitals still s tand as some of the 
m o s t populär events in the musical year: they are a 
chance for relatives and pupils alike to see pupils of the 
school performing a répertoire of the highest order at 
one of the most convenien t t imes of day. 

The first recital of the year was an innovation, as 
previously no vocal récitals had b e e n staged: from the 
newest trebles u p to the small C h a m b e r choir, the level 
of showmansh ip was very high and as there is to be 
ano ther vocal recital next year, it is obvious that it was 
a success. The second recital was an oppor tuni ty for 
some of the schools' up and coming jun ior music ians 
to perform, and they did not disappoint, put t ing on a 
dazzling display of precocious talent. The first proper 
recital of the year feil to Rachel Gilman and Michael 
Gardiner, playing piano and cello respectively, and the 
pair played a s tunning set of pièces, their technical 
difficulty m a t c h e d only by the i r b e a u t y w h e n 
performed so well. 

David Badger and Freddy Thomas , old hands at 
such performances , gave the first recital of the Spring 
Term on t rumpe t and whichever i n s t rumen t Freddy 
had chosen to play that day. The mix of classical and 
jazz was exciting, and the skill of the duo was 
mémorable . Maureen Finglass, with her violin, was 
perfectly complemen ted in the next recital by J a m e s 
Ellis' skills on the p i ano . T h e range of s tyles 
e n c o m p a s s e d the romant i c , the classical, the 
haunt ingly melodie and to finish, some boogie woogie. 
This eclectic mixture made it one of the bes t a t tended 
récitals of the year. 

The Chamber Music recital featured m a n y of the 
schools ' mos t pres t ig ious ta len ts combin ing the i r 
musicali ty to give the audience an aurai feast of a 

luncht ime, and one which was talked about for weeks 
afterwards. Another recital for young players rounded 
off the year in style, impress ing all who a t tended with 
how little we have to worry about the future of music 
in the school. Thanks mus t go to the performers for 
put t ing in such t ime and effort in their préparations, 
bu t also to their teachers and the Music staff at school 
for organising one of our populär tradit ions. 

James Ellis 

Freddi) Thomas: a 
musician for aü 
seasons ... 
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Vocal and Instrumental Evenings 2002/3 

For the past few years, thèse evenings have b e e n an 
immensely popular addition to the school musical 
calendar, be ing an oppor tuni ty for young and older 
players alike to perform for relatives in an informai 
context, and for parents to liaise 

The first of the year was the Vocal, Guitar and 
Drum-kit evening and a full KES Concert Hall greatly 
enjoyed per fo rmances of ail styles and levéis of 
compétence. For ali of the ins t rumental is ts it offered 
valuable expérience in coping with the pressures of 
playing before a crowd. 

The String evening was also a night of contrast ing 
pièces, with polished per formances from the youngest 
violinists and the oldest mains tays of the Symphony 
Orchestra. Later in the same Spring Term was the 
Wind and Brass evening, a suitably noisy affair, but 
with no less style and flair than the others. The final 
evening, held in the S u m m e r Term, was for keyboard 
players, and the performers made full use of the 
excellent grand p i ano in the Concer t Hall, in 
combination with the excellent acoustics, to br ing the 
year of ins t rumenta l evenings to a spellbinding close. 

Giles Urwin 
Jack: "Fil only play if you ask me nicely." 

Summer Concert 2003 

In a se t t ing so g rand as S y m p h o n y Hall , a 
performance on anyth ing less than a royal scale would 
have b e e n inadequate . Tickets had sold like hotcakes 
and anyone who had b e e n in on rehearsals k n e w that 
the music had b e e n practised unti l ail bu t the hardiest 
were exhausted. Even among the players there was an 
excited fervour about the surprises in store. 

The opening music from Brass Band set the stage 
with a rous ing Olympic Fanfare a c c o m p a n i e d by 
fabulously powerful percussion. Thei r second piece, 
Kraken, was no less potent , and Mr Evans, conducting, 
injected his characterist ic expressive power. Mr Argust 
came out to his usua l r a p t u r o u s app lause and 
lightened the mood with a cheerful pair of tunes . This 
varied opening left the audience in no doubt that the 
remaining mus ic would take their b rea th away. 

King Edward's concer ts are always packed with 
contrasting mus ic to suit ail tastes and this p rogramme 
was a great example, ranging from the catchy and well 
known Sgt Peppers Lonely Hearts Club Band to the 
explosive Music for the Royal Fireworks by Handel . 
Wind Band preserved their réputa t ion for catchy 
numbers professionaily rendered with Cabaret and the 
Lennon & McCartney number . Next came the angelic 
lyricism of the KEHS Senior Choir, providing a sterling 
performance of two spirituals, the solo by Felicity 
Murphy standing out for sheer clarity and vibrance. 

Concert Band played with their usual passion after 
our two jazz groups. The Jun io r Swing Band sang out 

The Summer Concert is a chance for ail groups to put their hard practice to the test 
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Mercy, Mercy, Mercy and Louie, Lome in great style. The 
new Jazz Ensemble uni t scored the first of Freddy 
T h o m a s ' s t r i u m p h s of the e v e n i n g wi th his 
a r r angemen t of Thelonius Monk's Bemsha Swing. Some 
musical puris ts m a y have brist led at the inclusion of 
the decks alongside traditional blues material , bu t the 
seamless ease with which the music flowed should 
have acted to dispel any such protest. Composer, 
a r ranger and performer Freddy T h o m a s as tounded all 
with his talent and the relaxed m a n n e r in which he 
performed so t remendous ly . 

The interval marked a change in style and the 
second half appealed to anyone who appréciâtes power 
and electricity in their music . From the m a n in row Z 
of the Grand Tier to the m a n turn ing the organist 's 
pages, all feit dwarfed by the first words of Zadok The 
Priest, sung by the Choral Society with overwhelming 
power and précision. This power carried through into 
the equa l ly majest ic Wie Lieblich Sind Deine 
Wohnungen, which echoed through the Symphony 
Hall. KES Choir t h e n sang the well k n o w n music of 
Vivaldi's Gloria with their usuai might. 

The two remain ing pièces were definitely a case of 
the best saved unti l the end. Freddy T h o m a s walked 
onto the stage as only Freddy could, relaxed and 

carrying no music, before launching into Rhapsody in 
Blue by Gershwin, undoub ted ly one of the most 
technically difficult p iano solos ever wri t ten. Gershwin 
boasted w h e n he first wrote it that most m e n would 
need four hands to play it! Freddy didn't, nor did 
Freddy need any extra creativity on top of what he 
injected into the music 's veins. His performance was 
no th ing less than genius : he and the Symphony 
Orchestra, plus additional saxes, left us open-mouthed. 
Special men t ion should go to Tom Johnson , who 
pe r fo rmed the te r r ib ly exposed saxophone intro 
exceedingly well. The standing ovation at the end 
lasted so long that Freddy carne back to the stage three 
t imes: Atting tr ibute to the musical masterpiece . A 
t r e m e n d o u s finale was needed to prevent an anti
climax. Music for the Royal Fireworks was played with 
stirring conviction and an unwaver ing grandeur fitting 
well with the end of such a fantastic concert . There 
was no anti-climax: in fact, a finale came that shook 
the Hall w h e n bat ter ies of concealed fireworks sparked 
into life, adding an almost unrea l power to the fmish. 

As always, no concert could go on without Mr 
Evans, Mr Argust, Mr Monks, and Mr Bridle. The last-
n a m e d mus t also receive special congratulat ion for his 
recent award of an MBE for his services to music . 

Tom Cadigan 

Best ofluck to Concert Orchestra, for they are traly the future of our school's music . 
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7 ' 

A Faded Light 

A solemn face, gliding silently across the pitch-black Street , 
The scars of m a n y sorrowful and painful years 
Showing clearly on a b roken heart , 
Shattered by d i sappoin tment and deceit. 
The n u m e r o u s wrinkles as if a spider 's silk web were the 

man ' s face, 
The stressful eyes that once glinted with happiness . 
Now however the flame has b e e n extinguished from his life, 
Ail that is shown now is grief and distress. 
A beautiful mind, once surging with energy and ideas, 
Now lies senseless in its hollow case. 
The stooped walk of the old man , so crooked and ben t 
That one may wonder if an invisible l u m p of lead were laid 

in his che st. 
His light silvery hair wafting in the cold bit ter breeze. 
The wind bit ing at the face with such fury, 
That it seems that thousands of razor sharp knives were 

slashing madly at the exposed skin. 
The b lank expression, 
As light as the pale moon , 
Staring up into the wonders of eternity. . . 

Mansoor Clarke, Shell D 
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The Julian Parks Memorial Prize for Poetry 

Condors 

High Cordillera. 
A young couple scavenging for Ca r r ion . 
But how majestic the Peruvian Air Force, 
Bold black and white tribal markings 
Glistening pin-clear in the rarefied Andean air. 
Feared by some, worshipped by many , 
Inspirat ion for a million woven wall-hangings. 
White heads, reddish eyes and naked, pink-grey repti l ian necks, 
Flexing and craning to feed their squawking offspring. 
That awesome twelve foot wingspan glides t h e m in lazy circles 
On the s treng w a r m updrafts, 
Steeplingly high above the canyon 
And the minia ture white torrent that is the Rio Colca, 
Gushing like gravel-strewn lace 
Five thousand heart-stopping feet below. 

Fighter Plane 

The steel ho rne t of the sky 
Buzzes busi ly 
But only stings w h e n stung into action, 
Digging the dogfights and flipping furiously, 
Car twheel ing and somersaul t ing 
Like an acrobat. 
Its s t reamlined pinions hover 
Endlessly over Lilliput-land 
With its toy-sized cars and ships. 
When it grows up, it is wide-bodied and super-smooth, 
Protecting piles of passengers in its metal maw. 
Faster than the sun, it puts a girdle round the ear th 
In (20 hours and) 40 minu tes . 
Cosy and comforting for most, 
One day in many- towered New York, 
Two changed the face of history. 

Roly Granì, Shell B 
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La Rout ine Journalière 
d'un Cinquième 

Le mat in je m e lève à six heu re s et demie. Je p rends 
le petit dé jeuner à sept heures . Pour le petit déjeuner, je 
p rends des céréales et du jus d'orange. Je quitte la 
maison à hui t heu re s moins vingt avec ma mère . Je 
p rends l 'autobus à hui t heures moins cinq. Je rencont re 
mes copains à hui t heu re s et demie, et je joue au foot 
pendan t une h e u r e avec eux. Au collège, je déteste les 
ma ths parce que c'est très difficile pour moi. J ' a ime 
l'anglais et le français parce qu'ils ne sont pas difficiles. 
Je p rends le dé jeuner à une heure : je p rends seu lemen t 
u n hot dog et des frites, avec du lait. Je quitte le collège 
à quatre heu re s dix, et le soir je joue sur l 'ordinateur 
après avoir fait m e s devoirs. Je regarde aussi la télé: les 
Simpsons! Ah oui! J 'adore les Simpsons. Je me couche à 
neuf h e u r e s et quart . Entre hu i t heu re s et neuf heures , je 
m e repose. 

Mark Davies, Rem R 

Of the Six Mil l ion 

The air is heavy with the s tench of death. 
Now dead, an awful place is this I see; 
Rancour and tor ture build up on your flesh; 
Silenced by t ime, still you feel it with me . 
You close your eyes and see t h e m ail a round 
And you move forward, still there, bu t daunted . 
The living crouch, with the dead, on the ground; 
Mentally scarred, their lives are now haun ted . 
You brea the in deeply, the horror you feel 
Is not jus t now, bu t the p résen t and past. 
You're Walking on murdered . And it is real. 
You will die with this, the feeling will last. 
It can happen again; I look and see 
All the evil that shares this world with me. 

Robin Joseph, UMH 
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Micate, micate 

Micate, micate parva Stella, 
q u a m contemplor quid es. 
supra t e r ram tarn alta, 
similis adamas in caelo, 
micate, micate parva Stella, 
q u a m contemplor quid es. 

Mr. Lonsdale's Divisions Latin Set 

Glossary: micate - twinkle, adamas - d iamond 
Translation of a traditional nursery r h y m e 

El medio ambolente 

Vivo en Edgbaston en los suburbios de Birmingham. 
Birmingham no t iene problemas m u y graves con la 
contaminación pero en el campo circundante , h a y u n 
problema con la basura . Por ejemplo hay m u c h a s latas 
de coca cola y los paque tes de patatas. Los ecologistas 
que se in teresan por la observación de las aves no 
regresan porque los aves se desaparecen a causa de la 
contaminación ambienta l 

¿Pero qué hago para el medio amben te? 
Bien , en mi casa, c reemos en utilizar todo dos veces. 

Por ejemplo los periódicos de ayer serán el papel 
higiénico de mañana . También util izamos el agua de 
baño para lavar los platos. Nuestro coche t iene u n 
catalizador y usa gasolina sin plomo. También, creo que 
no se debe usar demasiado el coche. Con mi familia 
reciclamos las latas y las botellas. Me preocupo por el 
m u n d o por mis niños y me gustaría hacer algo para 
mejorar el medio ambien te pero soy u n don nadie. El 
m u n d o ha muer to ya. Creo que en el futuro, el m u n d o 
estará más caliente y el nivel del m a r subirá. También e n 
el futuro, unos an imales mor i rán y unas especies en 
peligro de extinción l legarán a estar extinguidas. Cuando 
era pequeño , jugaba en el campo. Ahora el campo está 
contaminado y no quiero jugar más allí. Esto es la 
maldición de la avaricia h u m a n a 

Tom Bradish. VT 
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McSporrock's Del ight 
The Curse of Sage Brey 

The North wind was howling out of the deep black seas, hur l ing thick 
clinging salt spray against the rounded walls of the old disused l ighthouse. 
The rain-lashed walls stood stubbornly against the torture. Thick white paint, 
cracked and peeling, held reservoirs of water against the cold granite blocks. 
The rain and br ine eventual ly found their way into the base of the lighthouse, 
re luctant ly dribbling into well-worn grooves and crevices, then meander ing 
off the Scottish rock on their way back down to their paren t sea. The old glass 
dome peered down gloomily on the bedraggled village of Sage Brey. Sparse 
clusters of highland heather, de te rmined ly holding on to the th in top soil, 
covered the short distance be tween the crest on which the l ighthouse stood 
and the valley below. 

At the top of the old stone staircase, in a room just below the ageing dome, 
Angus McSporrock stood in the gathering gloom unde r the low ceiling, 
peer ing through the thick glass of a small window. Although less than 50 
years old, he already bore a craggy face, his hair cropped short, dry and 
almost white. Standing erect, his tali wiry six-foot frame swayed gently from 
side to side, his eyes fixed in concentra t ion on a point somewhere in the 
North Sea. His left arm, clothed in a thick tweed coat well past its pr ime, 
suddenly reached up to a switch. He pressed a large green bu t ton and 
l is tened intently. Somewhere deep in the base of the l ighthouse, an old diesel 
generator splut tered into life, producing a dull, lifeless t h u m p - t h u m p - t h u m p 
gently vibrating through the old stonework. Several d im bulbs lit up 
throughout the building and McSporrock moved purposefully towards the old 
black phone in gleeful anticipation. As sure as haggis is Scottish, the p h o n e 
rattled into a fit of rings. McSporrock grabbed the p h o n e and held it to his ear 
wi thout u t ter ing a word. 

A shrill, angry woman ' s voice e rupted out of the ancient earpiece, causing 
McSporrock's face to split into a toothy grin. 

"Damn you, McSporrock! Will you never l isten to me? How m a n y t imes 
have I told you about M-Power's cheap electricity deals and how little it 
would cost to instali?" 

The young t r im figure of the Highland Electricity sales girl twisted a round 
on he r mobile chair, staring through smart double-glazed UPVC Windows u p 
the hill at the foreboding l ighthouse and l is tened to the curse of Sage Brey, 
the old t h u m p i n g generator. 

"Aye," said McSporrock, "I dare say you have - b u t why would I want to go 
to ali of the bo ther of changing my beloved generator for some new-fangled 
wires and lights?" 

"Because," replied the girl, in a sweet, soothing tone, "if you don't, half the 
res idents of Sage Brey will be march ing up the hill to smash the bloody 
generator into a thousand pieces and t hen bu ry you unde r it!" 

"Aye," said McSporrock, "I dare say - goodbye!" 
The sales girl flicked a strand of hair, that had caught on he r voice-mike, 

to the side of he r face. 
"One day, one glorious day I will sell h i m a new electricity supply." 
"Aye," said he r boss from beh ind her. "Was that a pig flying past the 

window, then?" 

Adam Townsend, Rem B 
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Goodbye Lenin 

Der Film „Goodbye Lenin" behande l t das Ende der 
DDR und die Probleme e iner Familie, de ren Vater in 
den Westen geflüchtet war. 

Es ist 1989, und es gibt öffentliche Ent rüs tung und 
D e m o n s t r a t i o n e n . Die Mutter, e ine ideal is t i sche 
Kommunis t in , hat te e inen Herzanfall, als ihr Sohn 
kurz vor d e m Mauerfall verhaftet wurde, und sie lag im 
Koma für acht Monate. Sie ist nach d e m Mauerfall 
aufgewacht, aber sie wuß te nichts über die deutsche 
Vereinigung und ihre Kinder k o n n t e n ihr das nicht 
sagen, weil sie durch den Schock e inen Herzanfall 
haben würde . 

Deshalb baute der Sohn die DDR in ih rem Z i m m e r 
auf aber er hat te große Schwierigkeiten alte DDR 
Produkte zu finden, d e n n die Supermärk te verkaufen 
plötzlich nu r west-deutsche Waren. Sie m a c h e n sogar 
neue DDR Nachr ichten und das ist ziemlich komisch. 
Diese "hausgemachten" Nachr ichten-Fi lme zeigen 
e ine n e u e idealistische DDR - so wie es sich die Mutter 
gewünscht hät te . 

Der Fi lm war gut, weil er die U n te r s ch i ed e 
zwischen d e m al ten u n d n e u e n Deutschland zeigt u n d 
auch zeigt er wie schnell sich alles in der ehemal igen 
DDR geänder t ha t u n d wie schwierig die Umste l lung 
für m a n c h e DDR Bürger war. 

Dieser Film ist ein großer Erfolg - nicht nu r in 
Deutschland sondern auch im Ausland. Wir w ü r d e n 
diesen Film wirklich sehr empfehlen . 

Daniel Martin und Vikram Balachandar, Divisions 

Glossary: behandelt - is about, der Herzanfall - hea r t 
attack, die Vereinigung - unification, der Unterschied -
difference, der Erfolg - success 
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I a m sitting in Big School facing the sanie 
direction as a h u n d r e d other people, doing the 
same thing as a h u n d r e d other people. Rows of 
heads are bowed to exam desks laid out in neat 
rows and c o l u m n s . Across the coun t ry , 
thousands more people are doing the same 
thing. Heads down, pens up . I wonder vaguely 
if the whole resi ts scam could have b e e n 
organised b y the stationers, who have certainly 
had a very sweet deal out of it. The clock's big 
h a n d ticks round another m inu t e closer to the 
deadline. Both I and the teacher who is eyeing 
m e suspiciously know that I should get back to 
work and stop stretching. But I always relish the 
oppor tuni ty to see people ut ter ly absorbed in 
something. At the c inema I often find myself 
t u r n i n g r o u n d to examine the peop le 
mesmer i sed by the picture, l ined up beh ind m e 
like the terracotta a rmy. Here, they ' re l ined u p 
in front of me . I love be ing a T. There ' s more 
suspense on results day, bu t it has its plusses. 
Hundreds of heads bow down. I realise that I 'm 
the only ginger person in the room. History, 
Maths and Classical Civil isat ion m u s t not 
attract those of a fiery hue . I wonder vaguely if 
subject speciality is genetic. 

Had I b e e n consciously autobiographical at 
that m o m e n t I would probably have ended up 
in t rospec t ing abou t the t r e a t m e n t I have 
received as a result of m y hair colour. Children, 
of course , will single out a n y o n e who is 
différent from usua i and p u r s u e t h e m 
ruthlessly - that I can unders tand . Children are 
insecure and it he lps t hem. Lookingback, it sort 
of makes sense. At least I 'm a respectable 
height . It could have b e e n worse. It's the adults 
w h o m a k e fun of it tha t I h a v e n e v e r 
u n d e r s t o o d - s o m e of the t eachers , even . 
Offhand I can th ink of four who have ei ther 
at tracted m y at tent ion by yelling "Oy, Ginger" 
or m a d e a qu ip about it w h e n I've said 
s o m e t h i n g d u m b . It s o u n d s m i n o r and it 
probably is, but it is actually quite offensive 
somet imes , certainly if you ' re eleven. If you ' re 
from an e thnie minor i ty and someone insults 
you because of it, everyone else will tell them what a 
prat fhey are, and they'll shut up. Being Ginger doesn't 
seem to have people so fired somehow. 

Was tha t acc iden t of the c h r o m o s o m e 
(nei ther of m y paren t s are Ginger) responsible 
for the ha rder t ime I had lower down the 
school? Possibly. That and the fact that I was a 
drooling nerd. I shudder to recollect myself 
aged 14. It is not a pret ty sight, menta l ly and 
physically. It's t empt ing to b lame m y broken 
household for the fact that I was a crétin, bu t 
deep down I k n o w that it's jus t someth ing 14 
year olds go through. I had it worse t han some 
people, which I suppose was lucky in a way 
again. I could have had spots. Imagine the 
conséquences . 

I find myself thinking, in a vague way, of ali 
m y various form teachers over the years . Can I 
relate m y men ta l growth directly to these 
peop le? My m o o d swings, m y deve lop ing 
interest in popular mus ic (as I leave the school 
I 'm about as good at the guitar as I was at the 
cello w h e n I jo ined - a nice little parabola of 
failure), my sustained interest in Star Trek, 
Computers , and ali things nerdy? Quite possibly 
- bu t do I also have m y friends to b l ame? I've 
had a lot. Now I've grown up I freely confess 
there ' s no-one in m y year w h o m I actively 
dislike. Some have b e e n nicer to m e than 
others, but I haven ' t exactly got a 100% perfect 
friend record myself, so who a m I to start talking? 

Outside, it begins to rain, heavily. The lights 
make everything look washed out. The wind 
picks up outside and seems to rush a round Big 
School in a whirlwind, doppler ing from left to 
right. Is it significant that m y school career 
corresponds almost exactly with Tony Blair's 
career as head of state? The rain is banging on 
the window neares t to m e very loudly now. 
Everything should be examined in its proper 
social context. Does that include me? Am I 
solely the product of m y env i ronment? If I am, 
how did I manage to stop drinking? A leaf 
b rushes past the window. It was quite large. I 
see the top popped off Big School like a Pringles 
tube, the wind howling in and tear ing at the 
desks. Would we keep our heads down and 
write, or would we push aside our colleagues of 
seven years to get to the door? 

I twirl m y pen and th ink about wha t a great 
Bulletin Board article this will make . Ah, the 
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Bulletin Board. The happies t m o m e n t s of m y 
school career? I know what Dr Hosty would say 
to that. He would give one of his polite little 
"That 's not funny" l aughs and t h e n say 
someth ing incredibly tactful which would sound 
like a compl iment at the t ime but later, analysed 
thoroughly, would t ranspire to be a flash and 
original insuit. But maybe deep down he 'd be 
touched. For be t te r or for worse, it's certainly 
t rue that over the years Fve enjoyed noth ing 
more consistently than doing Journa l i sm of a 
Friday afternoon. So what, I 'm a nerd. I wonder 
vaguely if the CCF and Leadership guys have 
b e e n as personal ly fulfilled as me. I only wrote 
two or three genuine ly good articles but I was 
defmitely improving towards the end there. In 
spite of the fact that m y early articles were 
diabolical, I enjoyed the early years more than 
the later ones - there were fewer people and the 
Cartland Room had not yet b e e n plastic-chair-
ified, so the thing feit more exclusive. These 
days I s eem to be the only one wri t ing for the 
Bulletin Board, along with a group of remarkably 
ta lented (if occasionally apocryphal) Fourths 
and good old Ozair from the Divisions, who'll be 
fïlling m y rôle as res ident cynic I have no doubt, 
as e v e r y o n e else s t ruggles to p roduce 
newslet ters in the Compute r Lab. How I ha te the 
C o m p u t e r Lab. It j u s t doesn ' t have the 
a tmosphère for creative writing. The Cart land 
Room and the things it r epresen ts are slowly 
giving way to compute r s on every desk, bright 
shades of Blue and Green Plastic are replacing 
wood panel l ing and leather. Business Buzzwords 
are moving into the School so that we can 
b e c o m e m o r e acqua in ted with this m o d e m 
world. I can do it, bu t I don' t have to like it. 

A clap of thunder . The s torm is surely at its 
peak now. I look at the exam paper again, 
compose an answer in m y head . Writing always 
was the only thing I had any talent at. More to 
the point, I've always enjoyed it - even editing 
the Words bit of the Chronicle, a job to which I 
measu red up not at all well, had its m o m e n t s , 
w h e n I didn't th ink too hard about the people 
who were only doing it so they could add 
someth ing to their UCAS form. 

Ah, UCAS. The Holy Grail of our Education 

system. Sitting in the three h o u r exam (sorry -
two one and a half h o u r exams) for which I've 
b e e n prepar ing since, well, my last one (five 
months) , I can' t he lp but wonder if it's ail worth 
it. Sure, I want to get into university, bu t w h e n 
someone asked m e why the o ther day I didn't 
actually have any answer for h i m that convinced 
me even a little bit. Goodness knows what he 
thought. Despite the school's apparent emphas i s 
on the extracurr icular , have I real ly b e e n 
working the last seven. years to do well in the 
exam I'm sitting in now? If I have, why a m 1 
wri t ing Bulletin Board ar t icles in m y head 
instead of doing it? If I haven' t , t hen what have 
I b e e n doing? I have some vague memor ie s 
about Jun io r Plays, some of t h e m be t te r than 
others . I was quite good, or thought I was, back 
then. What h a p p e n e d to all of that? Was one 
rep r imand from a teacher finally hacked off with 
m y ut ter cynicism really enough to put m e off 
d rama pe rmanen t ly? 

I th ink of Gazelles writ ing exams in the 
savannah. Maybe I'm jus t too cynical generally 
to proceed with things like that . My articles 
would certainly back up that one. Secondary 
School, I realise, hasn ' t made m e less confused 
about life, it 's jus t m a d e m e change the 
quest ions I 'm now asking myself. I 'm now fully 
in possession of ali the facts about Diodes, 
Puberty and Corinthian Columns, but somehow 
I still feel, in a certain way, lacking. What exactly 
do I want out of life? I cannot answer that 
quest ion. What exactly does life want out of me? 
Again, blank. Fundamenta l s of the universe 
aside, have the m e m o r i e s I've b e e n going over in 
the last thirty seconds (that 's all this has taken, 
of course - our bra ins move faster than our pens) 
contr ibuted to making me a be t te r person? Quite 
possibly. But almost anyth ing would have made 
m e a be t te r person than I was at 14. 

I realise I'm going round in circles. The wind 
has died down a little. I like to complain - who 
doesn' t? - bu t somehow I can't th ink of a reason 
to right now. The Gazelles are doing the exam 
papers m u c h be t te r than anyone in here . I puh 
myself back together. I pick u p m y p e n and 
begin to write. 

Will Tattersdül, History VI 

WORDS Page 56 



KES CHRONICLE 2003 

"Dirty Water" 
James HARTILL (6th) 

Anthony Collins Solicitors Prize at 
The "Wrong" Exhibition, April 2003 
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"Mined Engraving" 
Gareth LLOYD (4th) 

Anthony Collins Solicitors Prize at 
The "Wrong" Exhibition, April 2003 

"Reflection" 
Richard THEBRIDGE (5th) 

Mixed Media 







"Still Life" 
Joseph HUGHES (Shell) 
(Tempra + Pen) 

"Seif Portrait - Fauve Style" 
Phil NEALE (Remove) 
(Tempra Paint) 
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Art Trip to Madrid 
We spent our first evening in Madrid exploring the 

city to see what cul inary delights it had to offer. Some 
of us opted for traditional Spanish cuisine, while some, 
daunted by this prospect, found some more familiär 
places; still others got lost and wandered around 
hoping to r e m e m b e r how they 'd got there. 

No one, next morning , could have got lost on the 
way to our first gallery, the Reina Sophia, which was a 
stone's throw from our hotel . We spent a few hours 
there, taking in an e n o r m o u s collect ion of 20th 
Century art which br ings together m o d e m works from 
m a n y sources. We were ali impressed with the Picasso, 

Dali and Miro paintings, among others the gallery had 
to offer. In particular, the iconic Guernica, a moral and 
politicai masterpiece sur rounded by large groups of 
impressed tourists, will forever r emain engraved in 
our minds . 

Having drawn ail we could from the m u s é u m , we 
travelled to Madrid's famous Prado, which held an 
equally impressive collection, including such great 
Spanish artists as Velasquez and Goya. This huge 
collection of bo th traditional and con temporary art 
kept us busy for some t ime. 

After a night 's s leep we woke early, too early for 
most , and visi ted the 
Fundacin Juan March before 
a long trek to the Thyssen 
Bornemisza, whose collec
tion complémen t s bo th the 
Prado and the Reina Sophia. 
Full of Impress ion is t s , 
Express ionis t s and o the r 
20th C e n t u r y paint ings , it 
was an en l igh t en ing 
expérience. In the evening 
we were given a taste of 
Spanish pop music with a 
live concer t in the j a m -
packed Plaza Mayor. 

At the end of it ali, we left 
Spain exhaus t ed bu t 
fulfilled. The trip was a great 
oppor tuni ty to eat good food 
and see some even be t te r 
art. Thanks mus t go to Mr 
Spencer and to Mr and Mrs 
Andronov for making it ali 
possible. 

Nicholas Orme and 
Alex Martin 
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Your Future in Europe - Paris Conférence 2003 

The unsociable hour of 8 a.m. on J anua ry 31 st saw 
the start of a trip to París which will be r e m e m b e r e d 
more for the difficulties of the j ou rney than for the 
pic turesque Parisian scenery. 80 representa t ives from 
KES and KEHS boarded what would prove to be the 
only Eurostar train to leave London that day, owing to 
severe weather condit ions. 

Many hours late, we arrived at the Gare du Nord. 
Here, despite Mr Ash's repeated warnings regarding 
pickpockets, it was he who in fact carne closest to 
losing his bag: disaster was only p reven ted by the 
quick thinking of Nilesh Shah. Dinner was swiftly 
devoured before we embarked on the final leg of the 
journey , by Metro to Gallieni, the station furthest east 
of Paris. Thanks in part to a Metro strike, we did not 
reach our hotel until 11.30, where, despite the long and 
tedious day's travel, a few late night games of pool 
were enjoyed. 

Next day's j ou rney to the conference on the o ther 
side of the city was bedevil led by further delays owing 
to the strike. The image that r ema ins indelibly marked 
on our minds is that of Mr Ash's despera te a t tempt to 
board a train despite the doors closing in his face, 
forcing h i m to resort to runn ing after it, shout ing 
someth ing which was thankfully inaudible. Unable to 
catch a train at all for the final stage of the journey , we 
were forced to walk to the m o d e r n chrome conference 
centre. Here the beat ing music m a d e us feel more as if 
we were at a concer t than a conference. Nevertheless , 
we were ushered into our seats jus t in t ime for the start 
of proceedings. 

Kate Sanderson, who presen ted the conference, 
introduced the first speaker, who gave a fascinating 
talk on Britain's role in Europe. Next carne former Irish 
Prime Minister John Bruton, who concent ra ted on the 

Euro. The exci tement was too m u c h for Mr Masón, 
who was wi tnessed dozing off for a second or two, 
doubtless exhaus t edby the journey . The next two talks 
were given by P.Y. Gerbeau, the saviour of the 
Mil lennium Dome, who proved to be enter taining, and 
Krishnan Guru-Murthy of Channel 4, who enl ightened 
us as to the dismal state of French music . The day 
concluded with Quest ion Time, including two s tudents 
talking about Study in Europe schemes . 

With the exci tement of the conference beh ind us, 
our n u m b e r split b e t w e e n the Latin quar te r and the 
t ranquil l i ty of the River Seine. The la t ter group 
exper ienced not only the breathtaking sights of Paris, 
bu t also the wind and drizzle that had plagued us from 
the beginning of the trip. The hardcore group of 
boaters then made the cross-city j o u r n e y to the Latin 
quar te r to rendezvous with the rest of the group. Mr 
Mason's fluent French ensured that Metro tickets were 
purchased with ease. The only problem was that, after 
madly rushing underground, we were led to the 
incorrect platform. A quick dash back up the stairs and 
then down the next stairwell allowed us to discover 
that the tickets which Mr Mason had so expertly 
purchased were now invalid. Only barr ier jumping 
allowed us to catch the train. The remain ing t ime in 
the Latin quar te r passed wi th few problems. 

A suitably late night followed by a correspondingly 
late morn ing found us all packed u p and wondering 
where the t ime had gone. We made our way back to 
the Gare du Nord, where the Eurostar, bizarrely 
prompt, enabled us to arrive back at New Street on 
t ime. 

Thanks mus t go to the staff présent and especially 
Mr Mason and Mr Ash, without w h o m the Metro 
jou rneys would not have b e e n near ly so entertaining. 

Alex Vakil 

Shells' Caving and Hill-walking Trip 

Many people have ques t ioned why I would choose 
to spend a weekend down a hole in the middle of a 
fìeld in Yorkshire with 25 other Shells, ra ther than 
planted on the sofà. Hopefully I will be able to answer 
them by describing some of m y exper iences dur ing the 
trip. 

We travelled on a Friday afternoon up the M6 to the 
Ingleton Youth Hostel, arriving ra ther belatedly. The 
next m o r n i n g we were p repared for the famous 
Waterfalls Walk with a large fried breakfast. Among the 
m a n y highlights of this walk, the one that s tands out is 
having the chance to climb along a small rock face in 
order to sit beh ind a massive waterfall and peer out at 
the wonderful scenery. 

Better was to come in the afternoon, w h e n we put 

on sopping wet boiler suits, Wellington boots and 
he lme t s with torches. We set off down a gaping black 
hole and within minu t e s our boots were filled with 
water. Along the way we had to cope with some small 
vertical drops and the odd tight squeeze. 

On Sunday the challenge was the Goredale Scar 
walk, which involved climbing be tween two waterfalls 
and crossing a l imestone pavement , eventual ly to 
reach Malham Cove. After descending to the bo t tom of 
a high cliff, we were forced to wade back to the 
minibus through a bit terly cold river. 

Before this t r ip I was unaware of h o w m a n y différent 
activities you can squeeze into one weekend but, now 
that I have dried and thawed out, it was great fun. 

Andrew Halton 
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Senior Caving Expedition to the Vercors 
It was on a bright and s u n n y day at the end of 

August that a jovial group of intrepid cavers arrived at 
Birmingham Internat ional Airport in readiness for a 
flight into the unknown . With all the usual clichés 
covered it was not long before we settled down on our 
two hour flight to Geneva. Nominal ly a trip to expand 
our experience of the caving world, the expedition was 
drastically redefined on the flight out, pr imari ly by the 
sixth formers, as one where we might partake of as 
m a n y local delicacies as possible. The Vercors región 
is situated in the French departement of Rhone-Alps, 
famed for its red wines and blue cheeses, and thus the 
order of each day was already taking shape: from one 
sort of cave into quite a different sort of cave. 

Our ten ts are bes t described as the mans ions of the 
camping world, and we could only be impressed by the 
fantastic scenery all a round the c a m p site; a perfect 
setting t hen for a truly memorab le tr ip. For the 
duration of the week we were split into two groups, the 
Fourth years and the older boys finding m u t u a l 
benefits in avoiding each other. We were jo ined by our 
caving instructors from Yorkshire, Tbm Redfern and 
Simón McCabe, plus Mr Boardman and Mr Rees, w h o 
kindly drove the hire cars that delivered us to the 
caves. It was dur ing these j ou rneys from campsi te to 
cave that we b e c a m e acquainted wi th the delights of 
French music , notably in the form of that most 
execrable station Radio Scoop. With a play list of no 
more t han four songs, three of which were sung by the 
same artist, advert breaks that lasted for half-hours at a 
t ime and no discernible presenter, it soon b e c o m e the 
house favourite. 

We were ali profìcient at SRT, a m e t h o d for 
abseiling and cl imbing ropes, from previous caving 
trips, and so a n u m b e r of S y s t e m s were open to us of 
both horizontal and vertical varieties. The highlights 
of each ex t r eme were the m a m m o t h Grotte de 
Gourn i e r wi th its clear-flowing s t r e a m passage, 
reached after rowing across an unde rwa te r lake and 
several hours of boulder scrambling; and the Scialet 
Fumant on the Herbouil ly Pasture, with six vertical 
pi tches to abseil down. This was caving on an 
a l together larger scale t h a n that w h i c h we h a d 
exper ienced in the familiar Yorkshire S y s t e m s . I 'm 
sure m o m e n t s such as the tight rift en t rance and first 
pitch of Scialet Gavet, as well as the 30 met re abseil 
down through the ivy-covered rock face out of the 
m u d d y Grotte des Gauloises, will be ingrained into the 
memor i e s of all those who completed them. 

The final day was to be something quite special. 
The culminat ion of our week, this was to be the first 
exploration that we planned, rigged, completed and 
de-rigged all by ourselves, with supervis ion from our 
instructors. That was the pian until the heavens 
opened the night before, pour ing seven inches of 
ra inwater onto the Vercors in little over 10 hours . 
Spectacular l ightning strikes kept us awake most of 
the night, and for the first t ime dur ing the week our 
huge tents felt a little less comfortable than they had 
seemed previously. The next morn ing we found that 
power cuts had m e a n t our lamps were not recharged, 
and consequent ly we couldn' t go caving. Much more 
importantly, we later found that the fridge was also 
offrine, and our bee r was warm. 

T h e day was not to be a 
complete washout, however, as it 
was decided that we should head 
u p into the mass of grey cloud 
and visit the Résistance Muséum, 
a sombre concrete b u n k e r buil t 
into the very rock itself in 
m e m o r y of the Vercors maquis. A 
more so lemn end to the trip than 
we h a d envisaged, bu t 
memorab le in a very different 
way. 

M a m ' thanks mus t go to CDB 
and PAR, who did the driving and 
supplied a plethora of actress-
bishop jokes; all the pupils who 
made the trip so enter taining, 
notably Richard Bradish with his 
pi thy humour ; and of course Tom 
Redfern and Simon McCabe who 
were at h a n d to e n s u r e our 
safe tv. 

Yuddi Gershon 

iVoic where do we ¡>o? 

TRIPS Page 67 



KES CHRONICLE 2003 

Divisions' Geography Field Trip 
If the study of AS Geography is 'The 

first prize in the lottery of life' (JAC), a 
field study visit to the north-west, seaside 
resort of Morecambe mus t rank as a 
consolation prize. 

Th i s p i c tu r e sque région was the 
location for our AS coursework project. 
The town's heyday as a Victorian seaside 
resort is somewhat removed from the 
scene today. Beaches and arcades r ema in 
bu t are no longer f r equen ted by 
fashionable society. Where once stood the 
bustl ing, grand, art-deco Midland Hotel, 
the re now lies the abandoned shell of the 
Grade I l isted bui ld ing, s o m e w h a t 
symbolic of Morecambe itself. One began 
to see how Morecambe had provided 
insp i ra t ion for the comic ta len ts of 
Victoria Wood and Eric Morecambe, the 
be t te r half of the famous comic duo. 

In previous years, groups have b e e n 
a c c o m m o d a t e d in Bed and Breakfast 
e s t ab l i shmen t s n e a r to a M o r e c a m b e 
night club w h e r e it was u n c e r t a i n 
w h e t h e r the "60s Night" referred to the 
musical genre or the âge of the revellers. 
This year saw KES geographers staying in 
a delightful sea view hote l far from 
t empta t ion or d is turbance; a p leasant 
depar ture from tradition. 

Our geographical task was to s tudy 
urban models and to investigate how 
residential quality changea with distance 
from the town centre . Our fieldwork also 
involved a s tudy of se t t l ement évolution 
in the village of Overton, which lies on a 
secluded druml in . And the educat ional 
joys were not mere ly restricted to h u m a n 
geography. Moving from the concrete 
slabs of Morecambe we travelled on to the 
l imestone pavemen t s of Malham Cove. 
This spectacular na tura l p h e n o m e n o n 
provided the basis for a fascinating day's 
s tudy of physical geography. From sink 
holes to résurgences , scars to dry valleys; 
the power of wea the r ing and na tura l 
forces provided a plethora of exhibits for 
the budding geographer. A fitting end to a 
fantastic field tr ip. 

Joshua Fisher 

The limestone pavements at Malham Cove 
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As I sit down to write this report I b rea the a sigh of 
relief. The exams are over and the s u m m e r holidays 
are near. The long awaited Geography field trip passed 
successfully (but not wi thout event) and now the 
arduous task of writ ing a four thousand-word project 
has befallen the fourth year s tudents . Luckily, unde r 
the guidance of the sage Mr Albrighton, we are well 
equipped to face the work. 

The group set off for Bangor having placed (nay 
hur led) our belongings into the coach. The teachers 
unfor tunate enough to be given the job of supervising 
the s tudents were Mr Albrighton (a genius w h e n it 
came to physical geography), Mr Cumber land (a 
specialist at main ta in ing discipline), Mr Lambie (not 
much of a geographer bu t a whiz with the Latin 
language), and fmally Miss Jones (a graduate from the 
mighty Cambridge) . 

From the m o m e n t we arrived, the groups were off 
to a flying start. My group was dropped off in Llanberis 
along with Mr Lambie. We got to work immediately , 
scouring the S t ree t in an a t tempt to take in as m u c h 
geography as possible. Richard Sheehan and I, aside 
from detailing land use in the town, carried out 
vehicle counts throughout the day. Our data was a 
little distorted, however, as an old m a n on a bicycle 
seemed to derive great a m u s e m e n t from continual ly 
going u p and down the main S t ree t . 

Elsewhere in Llanberis Samuel Brooke and Tarsem 
Madhar put into practice their most naturai of talents -
ta lking. T h r o u g h o u t T h u r s d a y a f te rnoon t h e y 
interviewed over 30 trades people and résidents . The 
aim of ali the research is to discover w h e t h e r tour ism 
has had a positive impact on Llanberis. As I write this 
report I a m unable to confirm ei ther way bu t I have m y 
suspicions. 

The t ime wen t quickly and before I knew it we were 
pul l ing in to the dr iveway of our l uxu r ious 
accommodat ion at Bangor University. Each room had a 
bed, a table and an en-suite ba th room. The field beh ind 
the accommodat ion block, combined with a shiny n e w 
football, p rov ided amp le e n t e r t a i n m e n t in the 
evenings. However it was not all fun and games. The re 
was serious geography to be done. This was accepted 
by the s tuden t s and comple ted in one-hour- long 
sess ions each night . The food was fantastic and 
bounteous , the work less so. Lights went out at eleven, 
providing enough sleeping t ime for everyone to be 
back on their feet the next morning , fit and raring to 
go. The days passed quickly bu t efficiently and w h e n 
Saturday lunch t ime came everybody was sad to wave 
Bangor goodbye. T h a n k s to the t e ache r s for a 
successful, enjoyable, educat ional and well organized 
trip. 

Robert Conche 
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Upper Middles' Geography Field Trip 
We made an early depar ture from KES in the 

morn ing and set off for our first stop of the day, 
Cardingmill Valley on the Long Mynd. Once there we 
studied the features of an uppe r river course and the 
sur rounding landscape, including how h u m a n s use the 
land - main ly grazing sheep, which made interested 
spectators to our valley side surveying. Our next 
dest inat ion was Church Stretton, a small town at the 
base of the Long Mynd. In small groups we carried out 
research into various topics, such as the effects of 

tour ism (if there was any at all) on the town. The chip 
shop thought that Chr is tmas had come early as we all 
t reated ourselves to a well ea rned late lunch! Our final 
stop on the way h o m e was a point by the River Severn 
at Bridgnorth, where we looked at the characteristics 
of a river in its middle course, and the effect it has on 
its surroundings . We set off back h o m e for KES having 
had a very enjoyable (if very tiring) day! 

Jack Davenport 

Duke of Edinburgh: Bronze Assessed Expedition 
The 30-mile trip with a 12-kilo bag on 

your back seemed more daunt ing than 
ever as we s tepped off the b u s at Church 
Stretton. The wea ther would not make it 
any easier at all. We did not k n o w it at the 
t ime but , bar two brief periods, it would 
rain non stop for the ent ire day. 

It wasn ' t long before we encoun ted 
p rob lems . After jus t a few k i lome t r e s 
people were starting to get blisters, though 
luckily we were m u c h be t te r p repared this 
t ime than we had b e e n on our training 
expedition. The wea ther was slowly getting 
worse and it wouldn ' t be long before the 
rain b e c a m e almost unbearable . To make 
mat te rs worse there was a s teep climb we 
needed to complete before the heavens 
opened. This gave us about an hour to 
achieve what would normal ly take double 
that . We failed dismally. When we got 
about half way, the rain b e c a m e extremely 
heavy and we had to seek refuge unde r a 
few trees unti l it eased off and we were 
able to cont inue. Despite this early set back 
we arrived at the campsi te in good t ime, 
and set up the tent in the half-hour of 
s u n s h i n e that we got. Fo r tuna te ly we 
managed to get inside with just a few 
seconds to spare, al though it wasn ' t until 
m u c h later that we were able to cook. The 
night, a l though most ly dry, brought an icy 
wind with it, which froze the things we left 
outside. 

The morn ing was at first dry bu t as we 
got going the rain once more b e c a m e 
heavier and the gales stronger. Luckily by 
the end of the morn ing it had br igh tened 
up, giving us a very pleasant final leg. 
Overall I enjoyed the t r ip and would 
seriously r e c o m m e n d the Bronze Award to 
Upper Middles. 

Richard Edwardi 
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Shell D Camping Trip 
On arrivai at the Kibblestone site we were ail shown 

by Mr Boardman how to put up our tents : I was very 
lucky in that he chose our group to demons t ra te on, 
putt ing our tent up for us. It was, therefore, flawless. 
Next came dinner, which we had to cook for ourselves 
on a small portable Stove. We ate some very good chilli 
con carne, which everyone tasted, teachers included. 
We had to wash up our Stove before we could go out 
and explore. A few hours later we had a huge water 
fight, which was eventual ly s topped by rain. 

After dark, it was impossible to get to sleep as 
everyone kept gett ing out of their ten ts to explore and 
wake others up . It was loads of fun because the 
teachers, who could see our torch b e a m s from where 
they were sleeping, kept coming after us to send us 
back to our tents . Eventually everybody settled down 
to sleep. I th ink m y group was the last to go to sleep as 
we played cards unti l 2:30 in the morn ing . 

The next morning, after a breakfast o f b u r n t bacon 
Sandwiches, we were given an activity schedule and 
off we went . Not, however, wi thout incident, as the 
police arr ived to deal with some cows that had escaped 
from a nearby field. The day's activities included 
archery, rifle shooting, abseiling, a part icularly muddy 
assault course and orienteer ing. 

I found thèse activities menta l ly and physically 
challenging, but always very good fun. My favourite 
was ei ther rifle shooting or the sl imy assault course. 
Everybody r e t u r n e d in the evening , t ho rough ly 
drained, to eat ano ther sumptuous meal , this t ime 
chicken curry with rice, cooked by Gaurav Mehta. 

It didn't say anything about this on the îerter 

In the even ing we were ail able to toast 
marshmal lows and sausages over the roaring fiâmes of 
a huge c a m p h r e in the woods. Everybody enjoyed this 
expérience, especially the rousing c a m p h r e song we 
sang, which had b e e n composed by m e m b e r s of the 
form. It was ra ther rude, bu t very funny. Tha t night, 
everybody went to sleep m u c h earlier. 

The next day there were a few more activities after 
which, in a quie ter a tmosphère , everybody took down 
their tents and waited for the coaches to arrive back. 
Some people were h a p p y to b e going h o me . Others, 
like me, were left want ing to stay longer. 

Mark Heath 

Removes' Activity Week 
Arriving in Wales we were immedia te ly taken on our first 

visit, to Aber Falls. After a long uphill walk we were t reated to 
some beautiful views and also our lunches , which we ate next 
to the amazing waterfall. Afterwards we cont inued on to the 
Youth Hostel , wh ich was really comfortable despi te the 
somewhat doubtful food. 

The following morn ing the form was split into two groups to 
climb Mount Snowdon: the faster group was accompanied by a 
guide n i cknamed Gandalf and the other one by the helpful 
Annet te . The first group had five hours of Walking up Snowdon 
and back to the hostel, whereas the slower one was driven for 
the final part of the journey . Arun Rumar sustained a sprained 
ankle, yet managed to complete this walk with only the he lp of 
a hiking stick. 

We were able to relax on the next day as we were doing 
water sports on Lake Baia. Our t ime there was spent raft 
building, canoeing and windsurfing. On the morn ing of the 
third day the form was again split in two, swapping at 
midmorn ing be tween the beach and the "Ropeworks". This 
word covered a n u m b e r of activities, including a zip line, a leap 
of faith and an assault course, dur ing all of which our safety 
was guaranteed by our being at tached to a rope. In the 
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afternoon we went to the Llechwedd slate mines , 
which a helpful guide led us around, answer ing ail of 
our quest ions very well. 

T h e t r ip was r o u n d e d off wi th a form pool 
t o u r n a m e n t on the last night and a speech of thanks to 
the hostel manager, Paul. On the way h o m e the next 
day we s topped to visit Conwy Castle, which proved to 
be bo th enter ta in ing and informative thanks to the 
funny guide who gave us a tour. This was a great trip 
and I would like to thank ali three teachers who gave 
up the i r t ime to c o m e with us: Miss Bubb, Mr 
Albrighton and Mr Evans. 

Rahul Rumar 

Peru Expedition 

After arriving in Peru we travelled nor th to a small 
village cal led Nuga lcucho . Th i s beaut i fu l l i t t le 
se t t lement was to be our h o m e for fìve days. In that 
t ime we built an adobe house for a live-in teacher at 
the school. 

Months previously, the locáis had made large m u d 
cuboids to act as bricks, and now they were dry they 
could be put together. These adobe bricks were heavier 
than they looked and, in the sweltering heat, the t eam 
had to corner the edges with mache tes , move t h e m to 
the bui lding site and put t h e m into place before using 
wet m u d to fix the bricks together. 

We me t some great people here : Don Antonio, the 
mayor; Pedrico; and Coke-man, a bui lder who made us 
promise to e-mail h im. We travelled away from the 
incredible beau ty of the village on more incredibly 
uncomfortable buses to Rica Playa (or rieh beach) nea r 
the coastal town of Tumbes. 

Our training W e e k e n d s W a l k i n g in Britain, dur ing 
the worst s torms the count ry had seen for decades, had 
failed to prepare us for W a l k i n g in Rica Playa. We 
hadn ' t really k n o w n what it would be like to walk wi th 
the baking sun above us on sandy paths at 30°C in the 
shade. 

During this short trek Kapil Sahnan fell ili, and this, 
together with the midges and mosquitoes, shook the 
t eam a bit. However, a solid day's récupéra t ion in 
h a m m o c k s at Jose ' s (our guide 's) house , and 
voluminous amoun t s of insect repel lent , allowed us to 
get back to full s trength. 

Moving from Tumbes to Huaraz, a large moun ta in 
town at 3100m, was a bit of a shock. It was freezing 
cold and the altitude made you breathless after even 
the least exertion. However, it was he re that the trip 
was to come to a climax. Not only were we enter ing 
the last phase, bu t this was what we'd b e e n looking 
forward to for mon ths . We had arrived in the Andes. 

After buying copious a m o u n t s of food, we set out 
for a few acclimatisation treks. Despite two m e m b e r s 
of the team suffering from acute moun ta in sickness 
and the whole t eam being slightly unde r the weather, 

we cl imbed 600m over tough te r ra in (and up a 
waterfall) to reach a huge lake, Laguna Churup , at 
4400m. Here, the snow-capped peaks towering over us 
raised our spirits. 

Back to Huaraz for a good night 's sleep, then we left 
on the next day to start the big five-day trek which 
would, with luck, see us beat the School altitude 
record. Though the walk started well, and we traversed 
the 4750m Punta Union high pass on schedule, we 
encounte red problems on the downhill . 

Acute Mountain Sickness and diarrhoea had hit 
Rakesh Chauhan, and, al though we'd ali had these 
problems at some t ime, his condit ion was a cause for 
concern . On the morn ing of the third day, our leader 
decided we should get off the mounta ins ide as quickly 
as possible. We completed, in 6 hours straight, what 
had b e e n scheduled to take 12 hours over two days: 
over 30 km. 

Rakesh got to a hospital and, after two nights, was 
well enough to complain about Peruvian TV. It was this 
incident which demons t ra ted that we were a team. We 
had ali worked hard through a physical and menta l 
ordeal, and now we could joke about it. Lots of pats on 
the back, rounds of poker and T-shirt signings later, we 
were on the way h o m e . 

My thanks to the t eam for an expér ience Ell never 
forget, and to Stan Lampard and Davie, our leader from 
the company World Challenge, for ensur ing our safety. 
Viva Peru! 

Gopal Rao 

Ski Trip to Canada 

We arrived at Heathrow at 6 a.m., pausing only to 
satisfy the Army securi ty checks which encircled the 
airport and convince t h e m that Mr Tinley really was a 
m e m b e r of our party. Air Canada took us to Toronto, 
where we caught our C o n n e c t i n g flight to Montreal 
after some tense m o m e n t s w h e n a m e m b e r of the 
par ty managed to mislay his passport and wallet. It 
was extremely cold w h e n we reached our glorious 
accommodat ion at the Comfort Inn. We had our first 
dining expérience at Moe's, which provided us with 
the oppor tuni ty to m e e t our tour rep, Max. "Hello, my 
n a m e is Max, still Max, always Max" (in a French 
accent) . 

Back at the Comfort Inn the older m e m b e r s of the 
par ty were pleased to see signs of iemale life, but 
before acquain tances could be m a d e we were ushered 
to our rooms. Waking early next day, we bea t the rush 
at the ski hire shop. The daily b u s jou rney took us 
through the beautiful scenery sur rounding the resort, 
with Mount Tremblant in the background. We arrived 
at the slopes wea r ing wha t appea red to be full 
protective body a rmour to combat the minus 30°C 
tempéra tu res . Finally we me t our instructors, who had 
b e e n given the unenviable task of trying to control us 
for five days. 
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T h e ski ing itself was 
excellent: the resort provided 
us with expansive slopes and 
well-defined, wel l -groomed 
pistes as well as pic turesque 
views. Queues were short and 
the snow fresh: this was the 
best skiing expér ience that I 
have ever had . The only 
drawback was the arct ic 
condi t ions we e n c o u n t e r e d , 
although it did warm up to 

about m i n u s 9°C by the end of 
the week! Everyone's skiing 
improved at a hea r t en ing rate, 
even that of Mrs Durman , who 
is the only person I know to 
have fallen off a chair lift on 
fiat terrain! It was wi th tears in 
our eyes that we said farewell 
to the instructors. 

The après-ski act ivi t ies 
a round Tremblan t inc luded 
bowling and swimming, and 
were most enjoyable. Our best 
even ing was spen t 
a c c o m p a n y i n g to d i n n e r a 
group from a girls' school. We 
followed this up with bowling, 
allowing budd ing Casanovas 
in the group to get b e t t e r 
acqua in t ed wi th the i r n e w 
friends. 

Our stay in Tremblant was 
especially pleasurable thanks 
to the lovely hote l 
receptionists, who showed us 
typical Canadian hospitality, 
and the not-so-friendly night 
security guard, who kept us 
out of trouble! Alas, we had to 
move on to pa s tu r e s new, 
Niagara Falls be ing our next 
des t ina t ion . Following t h e 
visit we spent a great evening 
eating d inner overlooking the 
falls and t hen re tu rned to the 
hotel, where we discovered 
that the girls ' school from 
Tremblant had followed us. It 
mus t have b e e n our magnet ic personali t ies! 

The next morn ing saw a b u s j ou rney to Toronto, 
where we visited North America 's largest shopping 
mail and the CN Tower, which was amazing. Dinner at 
another mail signalled that the end of the holiday had 
arrived, so we made our way to the airport for our 
flight back to England. 

I would like to take this oppor tuni ty to thank ali the 
m e m b e r s of staff for making the Ski Trip 2003 to 

Mount Tremblant 

Canada one of the best expér iences of m y life. I 'm sure 
that this is a view shared by ail those who took part . It 
is with sadness that I mus t bid m y last KES ski trip 
farewell, and I hope that Austria 2004 will be as 
successful and as enjoyable. 

Dave Conway 
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Climbing Weekend in Hathersage 
The crag which we went to is the largest in 

Britain, s tretching for miles along the top of a 
valley. On arrivai, our instructors gave us a safety 
briefing about keeping our he lme t s on at ali t imes; 
then they and Mr Storey started to rig u p some 
routes on the crag. When the routes were ready we 
were split into two groups. Ali of the routes were 
difficult to climb, but the hardes t required you to 
put your fingers into a crack in the rock, lean back 
on them, and walk up . Another climb in that area 
was a giant crack, which you had to go into and 
manoeuvre u p to the top of. 

T h e next day, after hav ing breakfas t and 
tidying the hostel in which we were staying, we 
jo ined u p with our instructors in an abandoned 
quarry . We spent the morn ing climbing here and 
getting b i t ten by ants and midges. In the afternoon 
we moved to a disused railway bridge, which had a 
35 met re drop beside a river. After the instructors 
had told us about safety on the bridge and how to 
abseil, we queued up and waited for our tu rn to go 
down. About 10 met res down, the wall finished 
and you wen t down the rest of the way wi thout a 
wall to go walking down on. After spending about 
2 hours on the bridge we packed u p and left for 
home . 

Tom McDonnell 

Snowshoeing Trip, Pyrénées 2003 
To begin with, we would spend most of each day 

snowshoeing, t hen re tu rn in the evening to the small 
yet exciting town of Luz St Sauveur. The first few days 
followed this rout ine unti l we were ready for the big 
thing: the two-day expédition. 

Our third day was very memorable . Our group 
leader, Jul ián, led us on a short walk into a woodland 
valley. It was extremely beautiful and white; I felt 
a lmost guilty about leaving our m a r k s u p o n the 
smooth, crisp snow. We found a clearing and spent 
most of the day there, lazing about and making slides 
in the snow. 

But the two-day expédition was the highlight of the 
trip for me . The walk up to the refuge was only about 
five miles, but, owing to the weather conditions, the 
avalanche warnings and the s teep uphill slope, it took 
us almost the whole day to complete . It was enjoyable, 
though it was certainly the longest, toughest challenge 
yet. 

In the few r e m a i n i n g h o u r s of daylight after 
reaching the refuge, we dug a huge snow cave to sleep 
in for the night. Of course, not everyone slept in the 

cave because of the comfort issue: bu t thanks to the 
insulat ing proper t ies of snow, those in the cave were 
actually w a r m e r than those in the (rather draughty) 
refuge! 

Our j ou rney down on the next day was a lot faster 
t han the ascent, and we were ali tired but t r iumphan t 
w h e n we reached the bot tom. That night we celebrated 
by having flan-eating and apple-bobbing contests in 
the 3-by-4-metre space we called our ki tchen! 

On the last day Jul ián decided to test us on the 
skills we had learnt . First came a wri t ten test on 
avalanches and how to use a transceiver, t hen a 
practical test on identifying différent animal tracks. 
Then , last of ali: a snow sculpture contest . The re were 
quite a few entr ies wor thy of the prize bu t the winning 
en t ry was a hear t -warming model , by Chris Wallace, of 
his dog. 

This trip was one of the best I've b e e n on and I 
would r e c o m m e n d it to anyone, w h e t h e r it's their first 
or fortieth t ime in the tennis-racquet-like footwear that 
are snowshoes . 

Michael Scoins 
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KES Rugby Tour to New Zealand and Fiji, 2003 
Arrivai in Auckland at five in the morn ing allowed 

us to see the sunr ise from the top of Mount Eden 
before exploring the city. Two days later, the t eams 
were in act ion against Sacred Hear t College, an 
Auckland Premiership Schools side. 

Our anxiety in taking the pitch after only two 
training sessions was exacerbated by a fearsome Haka, 
the traditional Maori war-dance, performed by the 
opposi t ion. This was one of three per formed in 
matches against us, a fantastic thing to see and very 
motivational! Both games unfor tuna te ly ended in 
defeat, though the First Team's half h o u r of be ing in 
the lead was encouraging. 

After passing through the sulphur-r idden town of 
Rotorua, where we encoun te red a traditional Maori 
show (with Vidu Shanmugarajah as our chief), we 
moved on to Palmerston North, a rural town further 
south. The majority of players were billeted on farms 
and took the chance to do some quad biking, motor 
biking and even h u n t i n g . T h e g a m e s against 
Palmerston North Boys' School provided two more 
losses, though the First Team led at half t ime, only to 
squander their lead in the second half. 

Our next port of call was the windswept , rainy 
capital, Wellington. Here we p layed U p p e r Hüt t 
College: a t e a m full of giants, mainly from the Pacific 
Islands. In two tight contests bo th KES teams lost by 
five points. From here the South Island and the 
extreme sports capital of the world, Queens town, 
beckoned. A day stuffed wi th hel icopter rides, white 
water rafting, and, for some, bungee jumping , was 
capped off by karaoke at a pub. 

The following day brought an eerily sleepy coach 
journey to Chris tchurch and our next billets at St 
Bede's; this was to be our first scalp! Despite a Second 
Team loss, the First Team ground out a 7-5 win! This 
was our last game in New Zealand and to leave the 

The Haka 

\ 

The Rugby Boat 

country which plays "the hardes t schoolboy rugby in 
the world" (RWJ) with a win filled the t eam with 
confidence for going to Fiji. 

Nadi, Fiji's capital, provided a vast contrast be tween 
our luxury resort and the poor sur rounding area. Our 
game against Nadi Muslim School was an eye-opener, 
bo th culturally and socially. Children flocked from 
miles a round at the prospect of a makeshift game of 
rugby on the touchline, to collect autographs, and, of 
course, free kit. 

The game itself was also a learning expérience, as 
we saw the adventurous and expansive Fijian style of 
playing rugby. In the Second Team game a f lamboyant 
Lee Raji try was the highlight of a narrowly lost game, 
bu t the First Team game provided our second win, 11-
0. Afterwards we re tu rned to the hotel, though our 
coach driver managed to take a large proport ion of 
Nadi's power l ines down in getting there! 

Our penul t imate evening was spent on the party 
island k n o w n as Beachcomber. After a heavy night of 
dancing on the sand and a content ious crab race (in 
which Hassan Bhatti won $200) some took on jet 
skiing, snorkelling, scuba diving and even crazy golf. 
Ali this on an island which it only takes three minu te s 
to walk around! 

The final night in Fiji was spent devouring our end-
of-tour barbeque, a t rue feast. Messrs Porter and 
Türner took the t h è m e of colourful dress a bit far, as 
they, J a m e s Metcalfe and Robert Hollyhead donned 
sarongs. 

The tour provided the chance for new friendships 
to be made and existing ones to be s t rengthened and 
we were ali able to marvel at the love of rugby we 
found in New Zealand and Fiji, as well as at the 
scenery and the weal th of wildlife. 

Harry Hecht 

TRIPS Page 75 



KES CHRONICLE 2003 

Junior Cycling Tour to Normandy 

After an overnight ferry j ou rney we arrived in Saint 
Malo, to begin the cycling immedia te ly . A very fiat ride 
brought us to our first hotel, and, after a few crêpes, we 
were ali ready for some much-needed sleep. 

The next morn ing we travelled to Mont St Michel, a 
village buil t on a hill. The church on the summi t and 
streets radiat ing out and down made it look like Diagon 
Alley from Harry Potter. 

From there we had a m u c h hillier ride to the 
next hote l , n e a r to wh ich was an open-a i r 
s w i m m i n g pool. Almost e v e r y o n e took the 
oppor tuni ty to have a dip in the pool, or even in the 
nearby waterfall. 

T h e next day was one of the hilliest of the trip. 
Many of us felt the heat and strain during this 
journey . When we finally arrived at our next hotel 
we didn't stay for long as, yet again, a swimming 
pool beckoned. 

We were ready to r e m o u n t our bikes again after 
a good night 's sleep. This day's cycling brought us 
into some woods, which we were able to explore. 
The re were other activities to be found there, such 
as crazy golf, feeding horses and being chased by 
dogs. 

We headed for Bayeux the next morning . On the 
way we visited an Amer ican war cemete ry and the 
G e r m a n bat ter ies which had b e e n posit ioned there . 

Finally, we arrived in Bayeux, where we visited the 
tapestry and had dinner. 

The last day of cycling took us ali the way down the 
coast back to Saint Malo, where we ate d inner and 
visited a fair, before re turn ing h o m e on the ferry after 
what had b e e n truly an amazing holiday. 

Rory Leadbetter 

Travel Scholarship to Prague 

Traditionell Czech cuisine 

It would take too long to list ah of the things that we 
did, so we have decided just to men t ion some of the 
highlights: 

An extremely interest ing day was spent in the 
Jewish Quar ter (Josefov), an old ghetto in the top left 
corner of the Old Town (Stare Mesto). This quar te r is 
filled with beautiful synagogues, now ali conver ted 
into m u s é u m s devoted to the history of the area. When 
reading this history one is filled with a sense of wonder 
that anyone survived the condit ions imposed on the 
ghetto by the Nazis. Both of us were profoundly moved 
w h e n we saw the pic tures of, and drawings by, the 
small children in Terezin, the local concentra t ion 
camp. 

However, the ma in focus of our trip was galleries. 
N i n e t e e n t h and Twent ie th C e n t u r y art fills six 
e n o r m o u s floors of Veletrezni Palac and we loved ali of 
it. L iam en joyed the ear ly Twent ie th C e n t u r y 
paintings, especially those by a Czech artist called 
Franti Kupka, who, along with Kandinsky, was an early 
exponent of abstract art in Europe. 

In ano ther gallery we were stalked by the curators 
a round an exhibition of Twentieth Century G e r m a n 
photography, which, as the leaflet said, "shows by way 
of example of selected photographs the t ransformation 
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of the image of the h u m a n body in Ge rmany since the 1920s till 
today". It was often fascinating, somet imes funny ( imagine a picture 
of two m e n sitting in a clut tered room, wear ing nothing other than 
boxer shorts and Star Wars s torm trooper masks) . 

Yet we did not simply go to exhibitions of m o d e m art. In the 
Convent of St Agnes, we saw an array of Gothic art from ali a round 
the Czech Republic. Unfo r tuna te ly Rik found this slightly 
oppressive, bu t we can now say that we have seen an incredible 
n u m b e r of Madonnas and Pitas. 

Pizza! Yes, we enjoyed fantastic pizzas too. It m a y seem odd that 
we so rel ished someth ing that can easily be purchased here, bu t 
w h e n you've only ea ten hotdogs, dumpl ings and burgers for four 
days, you're very glad of a pizza. 

The final piece of the cultural picture was a concert by Placebo. 
This, like the bars we visited, was an excellent way of mental ly 
winding down after so m u c h walking around the city, bo th getting 
be tween places and generally exploring. 

We r e c o m m e n d taking the opportuni ty , w h e n it arises, to apply 
for a travel scholarship. 

Rikhi Ubhi and Liam Mackay 
vitits Caiheàral 

Divisions' French Trip to Loches 
school. However, the visits to var ious Châteaux, 
including Leonardo da Vinci's, and a trip to Disneyland 
made some amends . The topics covered in the lessons 
were vastly différent to those to be seen on the AS 
syllabus, ranging from police novéis to pirates. 

Our expé r i ence at the school, however , was 
eclipsed by the chance to b e c o m e part of a French 
family for a week. We were ali pleasantly surprised by 
the w a r m recept ion we received in Loches. Our 
evenings varied from discussing global issues with our 
host families to eating ice creams in the town centre . 
We also made great friends with m a n y of the other 
people s tudying in Loches. In conclusion, I would 
strongly r e c o m m e n d that anyone studying AS level 
French should contempla te taking up this oppor tuni ty . 
The expér ience is one not to be missed. 

Omar Shafi 

The trip to Loches was one of the most pleasant 
and educat ional expér iences of my life. The a im of the 
trip was to improve s tudents ' French whilst also 
providing an enjoyable holiday, and it cer ta inly 
succeeded. I feel that the trip has made m e a more 
independen t and confident person as well: we were, 
for ins tance , expec ted to m a k e our own t ravel 
a r r angemen t s . When we got to France we were 
immediate ly immersed in the locai culture as we 
stayed wi th French families whilst a t tending the 
internat ional language school in Loches. 

The school itself was a mixed expérience. The 
structure of the week was one of lessons in the 
mornings and activities in the afternoons. Some of the 
"fun activities" p lanned were actually a bit tedious, 
such as the "fun and amusing" t eam games on the first 
afternoon, bu t the staff were doing their best to 
accommodate the wide age range of pupils at the 

Tlie Porte Royale in Loches 

TRI PS Page 77 



K E S C H R O N I C L E 2 0 0 3 

Divisions' Biology Field Trip 2003 

Exciting discoveries on the rocky shore 

If the prospect of four day's intensive Biology 
fieldwork sounds a little masochistic, allay your fears 
now. The trip that th rea tened to put us off Biology 
forever t u r n e d out to be b o t h educa t iona l and 
enjoyable. 

Our four-day biological extravaganza began with a 
tr ip to Gilfach Farm, an ins t i tu t ion dedica ted to 
preserving traditional organic farming methods . Our 
brief tour of the land int roduced us to new insects, 
birds, wild s trawberr ies and other weird and wonderful 
things, whilst at the visitors cent res we reacquain ted 

ourselves with ice-cream. From here 
we t hen got back on the coach, and set 
off for our a c c o m m o d a t i o n at 
Aberystwyth University. 

If you haven ' t sampled the delights 
of s tudent rooms at the University oi 
Wales you probably shouldn't , and if 
you have, you probably should try and 
forget. The building was reminiscent 
of a prison, and the rooms little more 
t han cells with desks, bu t the food was 
good, and a large c o m m o n room 
c o m b i n e d wi th Ast ro turf football 
pi tches m e a n t we spent little t ime in 
our rooms anyway. 

Our first day in Aberystwyth was 
spent on the rocky shore, carrying out 
t ransects and collecting spec imens for 
later lab exper iments . This proved 
m u c h more enjoyable than we had 
imagined , and the i n c o m i n g tide 
t h r e a t e n e d to soak, and indeed 
succeeded in soaking, a large number 
of boys u p to the i r wais ts . The 
a f t e rnoon revolved a r o u n d lab 
exper iments with spec imens we had 
col lected on the rocky shore , a 
part icular favourite be ing crab racing, 
al though the precise scientific value 
of such investigations was and still is 
unclear . Our second day involved 
more of the same, albeit on the shore 
at Borth instead. By now we had 
settled into the rout ine of work, and 
so completed out t ransects quickly, 
giving us a good hour or so to go crab 
hunt ing , with some success. 

T h e third day was used to complete 
lab work, after which we had a briei 
rest in the town, and then re tu rned tc 
prepare ourselves for the final day 
and our re tu rn to Birmingham. Aftei 
loading the coach the next morning, 
we visited the Dyfi es tuary for more 
crab hunt ing , a sand dune transect 
and an a m u s i n g foray onto the 

t reacherous mudflats, inevitably resul t ing in some 
ra ther unpleasant laundry . 

The trip was a complete success, and the balance 
b e t w e e n work and play was achieved admirably. Many 
thanks go to all the teachers that accompanied us, 
especially DCR who organised what could be the last 
trip of its kind. It would be a great loss to A-level 
biologists if this were to prove our final excursion tc 
Aberystwyth. But then again, maybe the crabs would 
enjoy the respite. 

Matthew Siddom 
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Parents' Association Travel Scholarship: Switzerland 2003 
Taking on a country like Switzerland was quite a 

challenge, and, with a l imited budget, definitely not a 
trip on which we could afford luxuries. We flew from 
Birmingham to Geneva on l s t August and were 
greeted by high t empera tu res and festivities. The 
Swiss were celebrating their nat ional day. Initially we 
were shocked by the high food prices, bu t soon settled 
down to enjoy the celebrations. 

The next day, we moved on to the next town on 
Lake Geneva, Lausanne. From the m u s e u m there we 
learned about the history of the set t lement , bu t were 
frustrated by the lack of cash machines , despite 
Switzerland's fame for banking. 

T h e n the walking started. From Lausanne we 
walked through rolling vineyards and small villages. 
The next day this scenery was replaced with moun ta in 
passes and the sound of Swiss cowbells. The only 
respite from the b u r n i n g sun was a friendly chat (in 
French) wi th a lonely farmer, who offered us dr inks 
and cake in his house on a mounta in top . 

After a day of lett ing our feet recover, and an 
overnight stay in a p ic turesque village un touched by 
tourism, we carried on our moun ta inous exploits, 
ending up in the ski resort of Adelboden a couple of 
days later. From here we b e c a m e t rue tourists for a few 
days, travelling by train to Brig, with its unusua l three-
towered palace, and then Lugano in Italian-speaking 
Switzerland. Lugano was, apart from the heat , quite a 
contrast to the rest of the country, r emind ing us of just 
what a mult icul tural count ry Switzerland is. 

The final walk spanned two days and took us across 
an alpine piain over 2000m above sea level. From that 
alt i tude the views were unparal led, and we saw some 
of the rarer animais, as well as p lenty of marmots . The 
night dur ing the walk was spent in a moun ta in hu t 
with about 30 other guests and was an interest ing 
expérience: the shower was a rocky pool with a jet of 
ice-cold water spraying into it. 

With all our walking over, it was t ime to take off our 
boots, relax and see the sights. First Zurich, with its 
bustl ing streets and m a n y banks . Our first impress ion 
of Zurich was the station, which is built on an 
altogether différent scale to anyth ing we had seen 
before. With over 30 platforms, each l / 2 k m long, on 
various levéis, jus t finding the exit was a challenge. 
Zurich itself was extremely busy for a city of only 
400,000 inhabitants, bu t the churches and cathedrals 
were spectacular, and we spent a very interest ing 
afternoon there exploring the Swiss National Museum. 

Bern, the capital city, was, however, more relaxed. 
The long cobbled streets were beautiful, and the bear 
pits were something quite un ique in all our travels. As 
it was our last night in Switzerland, we t rea ted 
ourselves to a meal in a res taurant and sampled some 
of the local alcohol. 

With our funds depleted, we re tu rned to Geneva 
and reluctant ly left Switzerland. Despite having spent 
two and a half weeks there we still hadn ' t even 
scratched the surface of all there was to expérience in 
this wonderful country. 

Daniel Mairin and Vikram Balachandar 
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Y T4 

The Levett Spy 

"So, gent lemen, this sheet is for you to fili out 
anonymous ly , offering me possible ideas of how to 
improve and spice up Levett life." As Mr Roll handed 
out the sheets , I already k n e w what my suggestion 
would be. When everyone had wri t ten down his 
thoughts, the Levett housemas t e r collected t h e m up 
and began to discuss some of the points that had b e e n 
made . 

A h , yes. It would be good to mix u p the différent 
âge groups wi thin the house . Good point. Ah, this one 
is also a possibility: incorporat ing a t r ia thlon option in 
the House." Sifting the bra in chi ldren of the Levett 
uppe r school, he came to m y sheet . "I recognise this 
handwri t ing . Let's see what Mr ***** has to say." 

Now, I never really was into the sporty beef thing, 
and have tricked the system somehow or another most 
years, mean ing that I have never actually had to do 
anyth ing for the House. "T th ink we need to spark 
some more rivalry be tween the Houses . What exactly 
do you m e a n by that, Mr ***»*?" 

I explained how the mediocre mid-section of the 
Cock House table was clearly not be ing given enough 
incentive to bea t the elite houses at the top. "I m e a n , I 
don't know like, perhaps , we could spy on other 
Houses ' meet ings, to br ing t h e m down somehow for 
our own benefit.. .?" I suggested. 

"Hah. OK then . Why don' t you, instead of turn ing 
up to the House mee t ing next week, go to a Hea th 
House mee t ing instead?!" 

Fine. So I did. 
My first non-Levett expérience saw m e in Heath ' s 

full House meet ing . Somehow, not one person in the 
ent ire House noticed that I wasn' t in Heath, despite 
m y actually doing a House talk for t h e m . Not the most 
inconspicuous thing to do, I know. But such was the 
allure of espionage that m y miss ions cont inued , 
leading to the discovery of various tactics used by 
other Houses . We had the upper hand. 

Owing to m y ra ther haphazard approach to stealth 
the réalisation that there was a spy about slowb 
b e c a m e c o m m o n knowledge. I discovered that othe 
Houses had b e g u n doing the same, sending their mei 
away to gather information. By now, a sort of blacl 
marke t in information had b e e n established, which I'n 
sure proved beneficiai to m a n y Houses . Towards thi 
end of m y spying career, I'd built an alliance with t h 
spies of Evans, w h o m I persuaded to go to the h o m e o 
Jeune ' s Captain and half-inch their Minutes book 
which dates back to the 1960s, in exchange for a coupli 
of pints down the pub. I in tend to make up a t e a m am 
appoint a new Captain for the Information C a t h e r i n 
section of Levett before I leave the school. It is m; 
d ream that one day espionage will b e c o m e a majo 
under ly ing feature of the House system. 

I end my little story with this message to J e u n e : ti 
get your Minutes back, you mus t agree to switcl 
places wi th Levett should you come higher t han us ii 
the Cock House OR IN A COMPETITION OF OUI 
CHOICE. 

Tacticaì Espionage Commander * * * * * * * 

Following this article, the Levett Spy was ambushed b 
those filthy Jeune-ies upon emerging from the shower. Ou 
brave man lost the Minutes Book to an ambitious an, 
ruthless attack but, in a stunning display ofbravado, th 
half-naked hero managed to swipe a Prefect rie from hi 
assailant, and has it to this day as a permaner, 
monument to his courage. 

E 
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Heath 

FIVE TIMES CHAMPIONS. What more does this 
report need to say? Once again Heath s tormed to 
victory, this t ime by a massive 55.5 points. Was it 
expected? To be honest , yes but probably not by such a 
large margin. 

Once again the a tmosphère in the USCR on the last 
day was tense . We all gathered to hear taies of heroic 
acts and to cheer on even the slightest effort m a d e by 
the smallest Shell for our House. Tom Pile (joint House 
Captain) made a stirring (d runken) speech which, 
whilst r ambl ing and vi r tual ly i ncohé ren t , still 
prompted us to clap wildly. Our o ther House Captain, 
Chris Woo, looked on in that strong silent way that has 
made t h e m such a winn ing team. 

We talked of winter highlights: Ist place in House 
Shout (and yes, we did deserve it); 2nd in Senior 
Debating; Ist place in Minor Squash; Ist places in 
Remove and 4th Rugby; 2nd place in Shell Rugby and 
Ist place in Minor Basketball... The list was endless, 
and by now we were verging on hysteria, s tamping our 
feet excitedly at our 7th place in House Challenge. 

Summer exci tement included Ist places for Minor 
and Junior water polo, with the Seniors 2nd. In 
swimming, the Minors scored an amazing Ist place 
with the Juniors and the Seniors bo th 2nd. The 
s w i m m i n g cup was ours! T h e Minors had even 
managed to win us Ist place for Swimming Standards. 

T h e a thle t ics resul ts proved jus t as inspir ing. 
Obviously the House had b e e n worn down by the 
cont inua i nagging of the i r tu tors and scored an 
incredible i s t place in Standards. Awesome - bu t I 
know we can do even be t te r next year (CMLT). This 
success was in no small part due to Mr Simpson's 
amazing Standards Monitoring System; RHCS - we 
salute you! Ali tr ied hard in Athletics events, with 
Seniors and 4ths scoring Ist places, Rems, UM's and 
5ths in 4th places and Shells a respectable 5th place. 

There were awards and special men t ions galore. In 
the Shells we praised Simon Worthington, J a m e s 
Buckley, Richard Sham &• Olly Mitchell; a commit ted 
and enthusiast ic bunch . Shell of the Tenn went to 
Jona than Wagstaff for ali his efforts whilst Shell of the 
Year went to Sam Scott, for Rugby & cricket. 

The Rems have confirmed their position as a key 
year - very ta lented. Remove of the Term wen t to J e rome 
O'Neill for his athletics and general enthus iasm, with 
Remove of the Year awarded to George Hancock, superb 
in swimming and always reliable. Minor of the Year 
though went to Max Haig, for his talent in n u m e r o u s 
events, superb att i tude and unstoppable dedication. 
Ment ions also to J o n a t h a n Fox and Adrian 
Summerfìeld. 

The Upper Middles had a good year achieving some 
good results and always being keen to do well. Special 
m e n t i o n s to Ma t thew Morris , A m r e e t Kang and 
Alastair Mason, who was awarded UM of the Term. 

Upper Middle of the Year wen t to T im Spiller, thoroughly 
deserved for his contr ibut ions to Fives, Chess and 
Rugby. 

It is hard to s u m u p the contr ibut ion made by the 
4ths. They are an extremely gifted lot who have m a d e 
a huge différence to Heath 's success as they have 
s tormed through the year, winning titles and breaking 
records. Fouith of the Tenn went to Ian Sheldrake - a 
modest , ta lented young m a n who has b e e n consistent 
in his efforts for the House. Fourth of the Year was Kene 
Agwu for his contr ibut ion to House Shout and his 
winning charm. Junior of the Year was awarded to the 
amazing Miles Benjamin - what would we do without 
you? Ment ions also go to Adam Carr, Jack Flaherty, 
Charlie Hall, Richard Roberts and Charlie Coiman.. .a 
winn ing team. 

The Seniors have also bat t led tirelessly throughout 
the year. In the Divisions, it is easy to take for granted 
the likes of Vikram Balachandar, Chris Bennett-Britton, 
Andrew Holmes, Jona than Qureshi , Richard Pilsbury 
and Kabir Sondhi, who always tu rn out for Hea th and 
give of their best . Similarly in the 5ths David Woods, 
Tom Cadigan, Tas Hussain, Anand Pandit and Joe 
Perini can always be relied u p o n to make an effort in 
all areas. Senior of the Year was ul t imately awarded to 
Chris Woo: he worked extremely hard all year and was 
talented, commit ted and always helpful. Chris and 
Tom Pile made an excellent t e a m as Captains and their 
contr ibution was invaluable. They, and the others 
(Jamie Hinds, Sam Overs, Ed Holmes, Imran Mian, 
Samir Deger-Sen, Michael Bintley, Eugene Daniel, 
Oliver Murphey) will be missed, genuinely missed. 
T h e y were a great b u n c h full of real personalit ies, and 
House meet ings will not be the same without t hem. 

And so it was that we said our goodbyes at the end 
of ye t ano ther successful year, looking forward to even 
be t te r things. Thanks as ever to the wonderful t eam of 
House Tutors, Mr Simpson, Mr Smith and Mr Stacey; 
and also to our lucky mascot, Mr Milton. Most of ali 
thanks go to the Hea th boys themselves who cont inue 
to amaze. 

CMLT/MDS 
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Cary Gilson 
"Cary Gilson is good." 
The long-standing max im of Cary Gilson house 

l ingered briefly on the listless s u m m e r air, flitting this 
way and that in the swathes of sunlight like some 
azuré co loured but ter f ly , before s h u d d e r i n g and 
splut ter ing and collapsing into the ove rwhe lming 
sensé of apathy that filled Geography Room A. It was 
that t ime of the year again. We could hear the cheer ing 
of the victorious Hea th boys rising up from the USCR, 
s o u n d s of reve l ry tha t were b r o k e n only by a 
disillusioned Will Taylor's disjointed, sober reproach, 
and the s t rangled sobs of Mr Russell as he 
surrepti t iously wept into his handkerchief. 

For the first t ime in years, following a spate of high 
per formances in the Au tumn Term, it s eemed that we 
really had a chance of elevating ourselves off the 
bot tom spot. Brain cells had b e e n lost in the frenetic 
cérébral tussl ing of House Challenge, Chess and 
Debating, and backbones had b e e n b roken in House 
Gym, ail for the Cary Gilson cause. Just imagine the 
uproar that filled the room at the formai House 
mee t ing of 2002 w h e n it was a n n o u n c e d that Cary 
Gilson had actually come 3rd! We could feel someth ing 
stirring in the ancient , rusted mach ine ry of King 
Edward ' s School; s o m e t h i n g indescr ibab le and 
incredible that felt so wrong, and yet so d a m n right. 
Oh yes, we're good alright. 

By the first mee t ing of the New Year, ali the t eams 
had b e e n picked and, for once, everybody promised 
that they would tu rn up. In Senior House Rugby 
t r e m e n d o u s c o m m i t m e n t and dé te rmina t ion from 
everybody involved, coup led wi th Sonny Ram's 
enigmatic leadership, led to an inspirational victory 
over Heath, and then to an equally as tounding one 

Маке a note, Cary Gilson: this is the strategy ofthe 
victorious House! 

over Levett, in which Vikas Katyal 
managed to bur row his way to the 
try l ine in sudden death, result ing 
in a final placing of 3rd position. 
Astounding also was Cary Gilson's 
per formance of Louis Armstrong's 
It's a Wonderful World in House 
Music, for wh ich Nick Par ton 
blacked himself u p and did his best 
impres s ion of Arms t rong ' s 
dis t inct ive voice, j u d g e d to be 
wor thy of ano the r 3rd placing. 
Even in House Basketball we 
managed to field a full team, and, 
t h a n k s ma in ly to the aer ia l 
acrobaties of Shalin Punn, carne 
5th. Unfortunately, the guts and 
passion of our Seniors were not 

shared by m a n y of the younger years, who seemed to 
have b e e n infected by that pervasive Cary Gilson 
indifférence that we were trying so hard to dispel. 

This p rob l em s e e m e d to have sp read by the 
S u m m e r Term, where the laziness of the s u m m e r 
morn ings complemen ted the laziness intr insic to Cary 
Gilson House, and everybody started to follow Scott 
Handcock ' s insouc ian t example and sit back 
somewhat . Nevertheless, Ravi Tiwari captained the 
cricket t eam to l s t place, causing quite a stir in the 
following House mee t ing at the révélation that such a 
placing actually existed, and Dan Loyo-Mayo was 
ins t rumenta i in our success in House Tennis. However, 
House Athletics soon reared its leer ing head out of the 
haze of the impend ing hea t wave, and the boys in sky 
blue, who had, up until now, b e e n relying on sheer 
b l o o d y - m i n d e d n e s s r a t h e r t han any real athlet ic 
ability, fell at the first hurdle . Only the bionicity oi 
Oliver Fawcett and Amer Shafi in the Seniors, and Joe 
Robinson in the 4 ths (who w o n the prest igious 
Capta ins Cup), saved us from u t te r humi l ia t ion . 
Respect must also go out to Tom Smith for doing it the 
true Cary Gilson way, and managing to avoid almosl 
every form of physical activity ali year round. 

Despite our final position, and the fact that no-one 
really cares, expectat ions are that Cary Gilson will do г 
lot be t te r next year. Now, unde r the new guidance o: 
Shalin Punn (captain). Olly Fawcett and Rikhi Ubh 
(Vices), as well as the confused rhetoric of Mr Russell 
there m a y be a chance for Cary Gilson to once agair 
s torm the leadership tables like the Lost Boys of the 
Cock House that we are. Just r emember : 

"Cary Gilson is (occasionally) good." 
Rikhi Ubh 
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Levett 

It would appear that the Great White Shark which is 
Levett forgot to pay the dentist a visit this year, such 
was the lack of bite in our attack. An overall 5th place 
was u n d e r m i n e d by a mul t i tude of 6th, 7th and 8th 
places in such sports as Athletics, Fives and Water 
Polo. This was a knock to a house 
whose mant ra has always b e e n cent red 
upon effort and tu rn ing u p (with skill 
and talent welcomed if présent ) . 

But among the myriad of mediocre 
results came the odd beacon of shining 
hope. A valiant l s t place in Junior Cross 
Country showed that ail is not lost in 
the lower rea lms of the House. Indeed, 
the Shells capped this with a hugely 
impress ive flawless victory in the 
Rugby. In the words of the Shell Rugby 
captain , "We ou tp l ayed ail of our 
opponents ." Well, hones ty is always the 
best policy! To round off the good news, 
the Minors hit a l s t place in cricket, as 
did the ever-consistent Seniors, with the 
he lp of the School Cap and Chase 
Brothers, among others, in the upper 
échelons of the House. 

In other year groups, the somet imes-
quest ionable tactical play mean t mid-
table fmishes in cricket and Rugby. The Swimming, a 
traditional Levett strength, was as good this year as 
ever, with a 2nd, 4th and l s t for Minors, Juniors and 
Seniors respectively. This t ranslated into a 2nd overall, 
beh ind Heath , and was he lped in no small part by the 
Tim Williams Tumble Turn. Our Water Polo, on the 
other hand, was not so successful. Another great effort 
from the Seniors ( l s t ) was complemen ted by 6th and 
7th places lower down, resul t ing in a 6th place overall. 

And now our little rémin iscence arrives at those 
most élégant of compéti t ions: the racquet sports. In 
Tennis , the sen ior pa i r ing did well bu t was 
overshadowed by some great t eam work by the second 
pair, resul t ing in a 4th overall. The Juniors and Minors 
stuck to "the practical Fédérer b a c k h a n d but the 
accuracy was so bad that only a 7th place could be 
mustered." In Badminton, the always-dependable Don 
Le insisted that his mere présence every week mer i ted 
a bonus point . However, he s eems to have forgotten 
there was a compét i t ion going on, as he was unable to 
produce a final position. (Any answers on a postcard 
please). Finally, some spirited Squash was enough to 
gain a mid-table place. However, final men t ion mus t go 
to the House Challenge team. A great per formance 
throughout secured a 2nd place, beh ind the Goliath 
that is Vardy. Mark Griffiths mus t get special ment ion , 
as it was his solitary correct answer of the ent ire 
compéti t ion, which won the t eam their semi-final. 

Thanks must obviously go to LMR and his right-
hand man , Joe Huxley, bu t also to the other staff (RJD, 

TM, RJA, DEM). Special thanks this year, though, go to 
Cary Gilson and Prince Lee. Thèse two Houses can 
always be relied upon to lay down firm foundations in 
the Cock House Table. We salute you. To conclude, "I 
fink we woz robbed," bu t unde r the ambit ious guidance 
of J a m e s Patterson next year we should do very well 
indeed. 

Ravi Gosyia 
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The man that is, was, and ivûl he in Levett: Tom J. Cartwright 

Prince Lee 
There are impor tan t Quest ions in life: "Why are we 

here?", "What is our purpose?", "Is there a God?" and 
other philosophical biggies which have b e e n pondered 
by the greatest intellects a round for cen tu ry upon 
c e n t u r y . What is t ru ly r e m a r k a b l e abou t t hè se 
quest ions, from a psychological perspective, is not the 
issues which they raise bu t how easily they can corne 
to s eem trivial to a m i n d ben t on m u c h less impor tan t 
mat ters . For example: right now I a m contempla t ing 
ne i ther the na tu re of existence nor the actuality of 
causality, bu t a m focusing instead on the following 
maxim: "How do you write a House Report for the 
Chronicle w h e n you've lost ali the statistics sheets that 
Mr Porter so very nicely gave you?" 

And the answer, of course, is that you bluff it from 
memory , and add a pre tent ious and space-consuming 
opening paragraph (see above). Seriously, however, 
m y m e m o r i e s of Prince Lee, undi lu ted by the nuances 
of our statistics this year, are universally encouraging. 
In the whole of m y seven long years at KES, the people 
at Prince Lee have b e e n kind, generous with their 
t ime, and, most essentially given our traditional place 
in the Cock House, have seldom lacked a good solid 
sensé of humour . So I'm delighted to report that this 
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Gifford 
year sees us finish in an uncus tomar i ly high position of 
6th place: a feat wi th which everyone deserves to be 
credited (particularly everyone in Gifford), bu t no-one 
more than Mr Porter, whose tireless and desperately 
naive en thus ia sm was at t imes ail that kept us going. 
Kudos also to J a m e s Hartill Fearless House Captain, 
and also to his noble deput ies - Rakesh Chauhan, 
Ranjeet Sahni, J a m e s Ward and Patrick Toolan. 

When I was a Shell I noticed that everyone in 
Prince Lee seemed to be saying that we were well set 
u p to climb ano ther few places on the table Next Year, 
and it's someth ing they 've said every year since. I have 
no wish to break this noble tradition, so it delights m e 
to say that anyone looking at our results in Senior Table 
Tennis, 4ths Rugby, Fives and Minor Tennis (okay, so 
I've found the statistics now), or at the gap be tween us 
and 7th place at the end of this year (almost 30 points, 
24 points higher than 2001-02), or at how good we were 
in the House Shout despite our actual position (ooh! 
bitter!) cannot but be encouraged for the year ahead. 

I leave Prince Lee and head into a world which is 
colder, harder, less pink than the world I have corne to 
know - but it has b e e n a great honour to be Rugby 
captain (once), cross count ry marke r (seven t imes), 
and, above ali, press offìcer to the house that m a y not 
have ali the points in the compéti t ions, but certainly 
does have ali the love. Guys, this one 's for you. 

A rendi t ion of Russell Watson's Where My Heart Will 
Take Me follows. 

Will Tattersdül 

This year, despite an array of talent on show 
throughout ail our year groups, we came 7th overall in 
the House Compéti t ion. The problem was not a lack of 
talent, bu t more a combinat ion of bad luck and very 
bad luck. In House Shout, for example, some would say 
that "we was robbed": Giles Urwin, et al, as Guns and 
Roses, gave a superb rendi t ion of Sweet Child Of Mine-. 
a runaway winne r yet eventual ly decreed only joint 
first. And we have had some good per formances this 
year, such as the Senior Hockey t eam wiping out ail 
opposit ion for the top spot. 

As in so m a n y others years, the first t e rm brought 
promise. The flexibility of Mr Lye's Gymnast ics team 
ea rned plenty of points, and our Senior Basketball 
players were able to shoot some hoops, which placed 
t h e m first overall. It's such a shame though that, 
despite ail our keen spor tsmen, we cannot conjure up 
the superior intellect to win events such as Chess, 
Debating and House Challenge. As m a n y Gifford 
m e m b e r s will testify, thèse compét i t ions are among 
our m a n y n e m e s e s and have b e e n responsible for 
sinking even our most hard fought campaigns for the 
Cock House. Also, Alex Boyle is apparent ly the only 
person in the Senior years who can swim, but much 
credit mus t go to those who d rowned for the cause. 

The Gifford Collective looking prettij (but where's TAM'l) 
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This year, it seemed, mothers had b e e n forewarned 
about put t ing s tandards cards into washing machines . 
The ensu ing flurry of b lue cards m e a n t that we 
harvested more Swimming Standards points than in 
some r e c e n t yea rs . S h a m e about the Athlet ics 
standards though. 

With Richard Bradish and Mr McMullan beh ind the 
Gifford wheel , it has b e e n a relatively enjoyable year as 
the House rode the roller coaster of vicissitudes, from 
the dizzy heights at the top of the table to the lows at 
the bot tom. But do not worry. Like Aston Villa, we can 
revive the glorious years. Once again, the purple tie 
will scare off our compet i tors (as in '96-98) and pride 
will be restored among the ranks. Be afraid, be very 
afraid: Gifford will have the Cock House Trophy in he r 
cabinet very soon; pe rhaps sooner than you think. 

Alex Boyle 

be our year. The Spring Term brought basketball , 
rugby and cross-country: once again Vardy performed 
admirably, with T im Wallis leading his t e am of r unne r s 
to an emphat ic victory. 

Pe r fo rmances in the S u m m e r Term r e m a i n e d 
impressive, with Phil Satterthwaite dominat ing the 
throwing events in Athletics. The spirit and effort of 
the ent ire House throughout the year was superb and 
we should be proud of how we performed. I look 
forward to a t tack ing next year ' s Cock House 
Compet i t ion and hopefully leading our House to the 
top of the podium. Motivation should not be an issue 
this year, as, with every step a Vardy m a n takes, he 
hears the rattling of "Second place is first loser" in his 
mind, and that is not someth ing we will carry lightly. 
Beware, Heath! 

Ed Sandison 

Vardy 
"In 8th place this year, Cary Gilson. And in 

7th place...." As Mr Worthington read out the 
final r e su l t s for the Cock House Trophy 
Compet i t ion 2003, you could smel l t he 
anticipation in the air. Vardy's spirit in the 
Summer Term had been unques t ionable : full 
t u r n o u t s to all even t s and a record high 
Standards total. All boys were now perched 
precariously on the edges of their chairs as Mr 
Worthington con t i nued : "in 6th place, 5th 
place...". T h e tension was building; a small drop 
of perspirat ion could be seen on Nabil Shah's 
forehead. "In 4th place..." One by one the other 
Houses tumbled at our feet, leaving only J e u n e 
and last year 's champions Heath in our way. 
Our s tomachs t ightened. Could this finally be 
our year? Would we be leaving Big School as 
heroes? Mr Worthington cleared his throat, 
glanced around the hall and then cont inued, "In 
3rd place... (Chris Tarrant style pause). . . Vardy." 
To rub salt into our wounds , J e u n e had bea t en 
us by a mere 1.5 points. Our hear t s sank. 
Groans of disillusion echoed around the hall: 
what more did we have to do? We had s tumbled 
at the final hurdle once again. 

Stories of t r emendous battles, of acts of 
courage and devilish wit ensued (the majority of 
which came in Nabil's Senior Cricket report) . 
Sound per formances in swimming and tennis 
were acknowledged , and we were left 
wonder ing just how we had let it slip away. All 
year we had heard stories of Vardy success: 
David Tite and Mat thew Siddons destroying the 
opposition in the House Challenge event; Mr 
Worthington's m u c h loved Fives t eam once 
again victorious. With a 1st place at the end of 
the A u t u m n Term, it had seemed that this would 

General Tinley rallying his troops once more 

Jeune contemplate the way forward 
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House Shout 2003 
This year 's musical offerings from the eight Houses 

allowed expressions of creativity in a wide variety of 
musical genres and were a huge success for all 
involved, providing unrivalled en te r t a inment . 2003 
was the second year for the new venue, Big School, as 
well as for the highly popular change in regulations 
which has mean t that entr ies are permi t ted to use 
amplified ins t ruments . This has allowed m u c h more 
freedom and increased authentici ty. 

Accolades mus t be poured onto Gifford and Heath , 
joint winners of the competi t ion; the crowd was in no 
doubt that a draw was the just result, as both Houses ' 
per formances showed evidence of dedicated rehearsal 
producing some truly remarkable results. 

Commenda t ions are also due to Taylor Meanwell 
for his part in Vardy's superb rendit ion of Michael 
Jackson 's Thriller. Taylor I didn't know you had it in 
you! 

Many thanks mus t go to the judges for giving up 
their lunch t ime . On behalf of the whole school I would 
like to express w a r m gratitude to Mr Phil Evans for all 
his hard work organising rehearsals and sound checks 
before the actual event, as well as acting as the 
p r e s e n t e r / s o u n d m a n on the day. 

Once again, House Shout was popu la r and 
successful: may it live long and cont inue to raise lots 
of m o n e y (and smiles) for charitable causes. 

Paul Freeman-Powell 

Cock House 2003 

FINAL RESULT 

1. Heath 507 

2. J e u n e 451.5 

3. Vardy 450 

4. Evans 442.5 

5. Levett 440.5 

6. Pr ince Lee 416.5 

7. Gifford 387.5 

8. Cary Gilson 351.5 

Omissions 
Reports were also submi t t ed by J e u n e and Evans, bu t were 
unfortunatefy received too late to be included in this section. 

HOUSES Page 86 



KES CHRONICLE 2003 

Agora 
Agora: the intellectual p layground of academia, a 

refuge, if you will, for those above the physical realities 
of Rugby and Geography. True to our standards, this 
year Agora has s tud ious ly avoided the sl ightest 
indulgence in ei ther of the aforement ioned activities, 
preferring instead to revel in the a c u m e n displayed by 
the year 's speakers: Dr Rabbi Margaret Jacobi, who 
spoke on Freewill and Determin ism; Dr Mainus C. 
Felderhof who expounded an original approach to the 
problem of evil; and Mr Ray Billington, directing (for a 
second t ime by popular demand) a discussion on 
Existentialism. Under the h e i m of Mrs Ostrawicz, 
Prince Regent and C o m m a n d e r of the Armies of the 
North Mike Bintley and Vice Junior Assistant Copy 
Boy Adam Ferner upheld the principies cher ished 
previously by Dan Watkins and Edward Uff, their 
predecessors and role models . A successful year, in so 
far as a subject ive t e r m can be appl ied to a 
m e a s u r e m e n t of an ineffable tempora l séquence, and 
one hopes that the tradit ions of King Edward's finest 
establishment will be upheld by next year's young 
pretenders . 

Adam Ferner and Mike Bintley 

ARES 
The Amateu r Radio and Electronics Society has for 

some years now b e e n safe in the knowledge that, with 
the Head of Science as its président and enjoying the 
ear of the Deputy Chief Master, also a l icensed radio 
ham, we are easily the most influential society in the 
ent i re Science d e p a r t m e n t . Alas, wi th Mr Rigby 
handing over the reins (cables?) of power both in the 
society and the Science depar tment , the chances of 
getting that new compute r we were after are becoming 
increasingly slim. However, despite Mr Rigby's wise 
move in allowing somebody else to take control of the 

world of u n d e r g r o u n d , gloss-black pa in t ed 
laboratoires, we are not rel inquishing control of our 
noticeboard. Hands off! 

Despite the decreasing interest in Amateu r Radio, 
we have managed to attain a startling 50% increase in 
memb er sh ip in the last three years. We are also 
developing a new breed of younger boys, w h o m we are 
training to reject daylight in favour of the world 
b e n e a t h the Physics Prep Room. We firmly believe that 
we will soon be bigger than ever, challenging the CCF 
and Leadership options wi thout the need to resort to 
the chocolate-cake-based br ibery employed by some 
less reputable societies. 

Highlights of this académie year included the 
r ecommenc ing of our l icense t raining p rogramme, and 
a huge metal building be ing erected right in front of 
our ma in an tenna! Until next year, this is GX4SKE 
signing off wi th the outside world, and going QRT 

Oliver Mitchell 

Islamic Society 
The Islamic Society has had a successful year unde r 
the jo in t l eade r sh ip of Tariq Hussa in and Talha 
Hakeem. Initiatives were taken to set up a small 
l ibrary in the Sports Hall c o m m o n room, where society 
meet ings take place daily, and guest speakers were 
invited to address a Muslim and non-Muslim audience. 
Also, the Society benef i t ed from several n e w 
individuai prayer ma t s be ing introduced. Not m a n y 
boys a t tend Society meet ings daily, but more people 
tu rn up on Fridays. Düring Ramadan the Society 
exper ienced its highest ever a t tendance, w h e n on one 
Thursday lunch t ime some sixty people carne down to 
the Sports Hall to pray. Also during Ramadan, the 
Society held its annua l iftar party, whereby Muslim 
boys gathered to break their fasts at sunset . The event 
was a t tended by boys from the school, Old Edwardians 
( including Dan Jackson, a recent convert to the faith) 
and also the Chief Master. 
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Ozair Ismail has now assumed responsibility as Head 
of Society; his deput ies are Ali-Asghar Abedi and Majid 
Shah, who together hope to cont inue the good work of 
Tariq Hussa in and Talha H a k e e m , as well as 
developing l inks be tween the Islamic Society and other 
school clubs and societies. 

Ali-Asghar Abedi 

Frontiers 
Front iers has given s tuden t s a wide range of 

opportuni t ies to discover a career path best for them. 
The Careers Room has proved ex t remely useful, 
especially for those in the older years of the school 
who are searching for information about putative 
careers or possible degree courses. 

We have organised visits to Birmingham Crown 
Courts, and hosted a range of speakers from medicai 
professors to the Unilever manage r responsible for the 
Lynx adverts. We repea ted the previous year 's popular 
discussion group with three female lawyers. Stili o ther 
guest speakers have included Kenneth Clarke, Doug 
Ellis and Digby Jones , current ly the Director General 
of the CBI, ali of w h o m have provided informative 
en te r t a inment . This impressive record is largely owing 
to the sharp negotiat ion skills of the Frontiers team, 
led by Joe Speight, Chris Keogh and Jona than Qureshi , 
bu t most of ali to their chief, DNDC. For those of you 
wonder ing where ali those university posters a round 
the school have come from, the Frontiers Society is 
responsible for t h e m . Also, Frontiers r uns the Gap Year 

Fair, work expér i ence , and a r r anges ca ree r s 
conversat ions in conjunct ion with Mrs Billingham. 

Finally, Jonny , Chris and Joe would like to thank 
everyone who he lped with Frontiers over the past 
year, including Anish Patel, J a m e s Neale, Ali-Asghar 
Abedi, Har ry Hecht , Simon Chase, Gorav Wali, J a m e s 
Paterson, Alex Vakil, Pindy Choudry and especially the 
m a n with the answers to everyone 's career quest ions, 
Mr Chamber la in . We look forward to more big n a m e s 
joining the already prestigious roster of Frontiers 
speakers next year. 

Jonathan Qureshi, Chris Keogh, Joe Speight 

Parliamentary & 
Politics Society 

The society e lec ted a c o m m i t t e e at the first 
mee t ing of the year, in September. This commit tee , 
which consisted of three Sixths and three Divisions, 
drew u p a list of events for the year. Düring the year, 
three Quest ion T ime style debates were held; the 
panels on the first two occasions were m a d e up of staff 
and s tudents . For the third debate the society invited 
Sheikh Arif Abdulhussein, who promoted the views of 
Muslims, to act as a m e m b e r of the panel , alongside 
Reverend Raynor, George Readings (Amnes ty 
Internat ional) and David Tite (Campaign for Nuclear 
D i s a r m a m e n t ) . Th i s lively, wide- ranging deba te 
focussed mainly on the af termath of the war in Iraq 
and on Israeli-Palestinian issues, and at tracted a large 
audience . 

Ali-Asghar Abedi 

Geographical Society 
With audac ious p lans for a véri table feast of 

geographical even ts dur ing the year, the society 
dedicated to the art of Geography wen t about its 
bus iness in a quietly efficient manner . Under the cool 
guidance of Mr Smith and his subordinates Patel and 
Huxley, there were some mémorab le m o m e n t s . First, 
there was the r enowned Magic Lantern Show, wi th Mr 
Smith showing that if it had not b e e n for his skills as a 
super Geography teacher, t hen a career in busking 
with a recorder could surely have been his. Mr 
Lambie 's présenta t ion on his back garden contained, 
however, only t enuous geographical links. 

Several o ther talks th roughout the year were 
largely well a t tended by eager Geographers and cake 
eaters. Simon Laight and Vie Joannou lectured on the 
archi tecture of Prague and Barcelona, dur ing which 
l ec tu re S imon c u n n i n g l y i n v e n t e d some n e w 
archi tectural genres . Joe Huxley and Rob Arnott 
talked about their Travel Scholarship adventures in 
Iceland. Perhaps most s t imulat ing was the talk given 
by Professor Stuart Lane of Leeds University, who had 
b e e n taught by Mr Cumber land at KES and had taught 
Messrs Smith, D u n c o m b e and Albr ighton at 
Cambridge. He gave a fascinating insight into how 
research Geographers are using complex computer 
model ing to improve the quality of flood protection 
and warning Systems, innovat ions that are making a 
practical différence to peoples ' lives. 

Joe Huxley 
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German Film Society 
If you are fed up with gener ic Hollywood films 

starring a gr inning Tom Cruise or a bumbl ing Hugh 
Grant, why not try the G e r m a n Film Society? You will 
be certain to find someth ing that will interest you, 
whether or not you have any expérience of the 
German language or foreign film. Most of the films we 
show are e i ther 
dubbed or sub-
titled, and ali of 
t h e m open up 
new c i n e m a t i c 
worlds. 

Die Grosse 
Weite Welt (The 
Big Wide World), 
shown at the 
MAC was the first 
of this year ' s 
films. It is t he 
fifth in a séries of 
d o c u m e n t a r i e s 
about fife in 
Leipzig since the 
reunif ica t ion of 
Ge rmany : after 
the showing we 
met the director 
of the film and 
were able to 
quest ion h im. Die Blechtrommel (The Tin Drum) , 
based on a Gunter Grass novel, told the story of Oscar, 
who decided to stop growing on his third bir thday. His 
noisy d r u m and piercing scream took us through the 
rise of Hitler and Nazi Germany . 

Lili Marlene and Die Ehe Der Maria Braun (The 
Marriage Of Maria Braun) were two Fassbinder films 
which Mrs Hodgin and he r seven German set dwarves 
were part icularly fond of, both allégories of G e r m a n 
life in various t ime settings. It hasn ' t ail b e e n serious: 
Mariner (Men), Crazy, and Eddie's Bluff were ail 
German comédies we have b e e n able to see. 

I strongly r e c o m m e n d that you at tend German 
Film Society at least once next year; it certainly gives 
you a différent outlook on both Ge rmany and film in 
general. 

Tom Fray 

Encounters 
It's b e e n a great year, with lots of changes. We've 

had new leaders, new styles of meet ings, a new venue, 
a new n a m e and cake every week. A big thank you to 
Tom Mort and Susanna Rutledge, who led last year and 
handed over to Ben Collins and Alex Weston. Ben and 
Alex opted for the new n a m e of Encounte r for the 
Christian Union, together with a logo and a new venue 
in the Harold Smith Studio. 

Speakers have come in from various churches in 
Birmingham and from the Stewards Trust. We have 
managed to m u n c h our way through 39.6kg of cake, 
which seems to have been the main attraction for 
m a n y of our new corners. We have had a t tendances in 
the high twent ies at t imes, and provided a valued 
spiritual break in the middle of a long school day. 
Encounte r has been , as the new n a m e suggests, a great 
place to mee t with God, discuss problems and worship 
Him. In the Easter t e rm the Islamic Society and 
Encounte r held a joint silent prayer vigil for the war in 
Iraq, to which over sixty people tu rned up . It was 
really encouraging to see such a multi-cultural school 
come together in prayer. 

We would like to thank the Music Depa r tmen t for 
generously allowing us to use the Harold Smith Studio 
for the past year, and Rhodri Morgan and Tom Forrest 
for leading the worship. Good luck to Alex Toseland 
and Rhodri, who will be runn ing Encounter next year: 
m a y God be with you in ail that you do. 

Ben Collins 

Amnesty International 
This has b e e n Amnesty ' s most active year so far. 

We have part icipated in campaigns about h u m a n 
rights abuses in dozens of countr ies a round the world. 
We have since heard that in a n u m b e r of thèse cases 
the victims have b e e n released or have received be t te r 
t r ea tmen t thanks to internat ional pressure. Another 
activity has b e e n lobbying MPs from the Birmingham 
area, and Ken Clark w h e n he visited KES, to work for 
t ighter a rms export controls and, more generally, to 
ensure that h u m a n rights r emain at the hear t of 
politicai debate. 

One of the m a n y campaigns we worked on this 
year was for Sorrow and solidarity for human rights in 
Iraq. Unfortunately, a b a n n e r hear ing this slogan 
proved to be too controversial for the corridors of KES, 
and senior staff removed it. A n u m b e r of Amnes ty 
In terna t ional posters encouraging be t t e r informed 
debate about whe the r to go to war in Iraq were taken 
down by m e m b e r s of the school. 

For the first t ime we b e c a m e involved in the school 
curr iculum, w h e n one of our m e m b e r s delivered a talk 
on Amnes ty to a Fifth form RS set. This also served to 
encourage some Fifth formers to b e c o m e involved. 
Unfortunately this did not last long, leaving us only 
wi th a loyal core of Divisions. Without greater interest 
lower down the school, next year could prove to be 
Amnesty ' s last at KES, bu t we hope to do more good 
work for h u m a n rights in the meanwhi le . 

George Readings 
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Literary Society 
Despite our mee t ing only twice, this year was, in 

the end, quite successful for the Literary Society: large 
n u m b e r s a t tended both meet ings . Interest was, no 
doubt, at least partly generated by the suitably avant-
garde posters promising chocolaté cake to all, but 
mostly by what seemed to be a genu ine en joyment of 
l i terature in the upper years of the School. Our first 
mee t ing was a reading of Oscar Wilde's The Bailad of 
Reading Gaol, which sparked off a part icularly lively 
debate about what can only be described as prison 
ét iquette . Even more of a success was the end-of-year 

Bring A Poem s u m m e r party, to which a huge n u m b e r 
of people came, clutching their favourite poetry in 
c l ammy hands , and coaxed along b y the promise of 
light refreshment . This fag-end success has, ra ther 
disturbingly, given us ideas: there will certainly be 
some joint mee t ings wi th KEHS again in the future, 
r enewing an old link; and there is the possibility of a 
KES creative writ ing group. 

Rikhi Ubhi and Liam Mackay, SLS. 

Choral Society 
After last year 's successes with Mozart's Requiem 

and Handel ' s The King Shall Rejoice, we found ourselves 
unde r pressure this year to live up to expectations. 
With the baton in Mr Monks' charge for the second 
year, prépara t ions were m a d e for an extravaganza of a 
performance of Cari Orffs Carmina Burana, at that 
highlight of the Choral Society year, the Choral and 
Orchestral Concert . For such an extensive project, 
dozens of impress ionab le youngs t e r s ( and some 
oldsters from the C o m m o n Room) had to be recrui ted , 
br inging the choir to its full Carl Orff magnif icence oi 
over 110 members ! 

Before you could say semper crescis we found 
ourselves in the thick of rehearsals . The demanding 
range of choral expertise required in Carmina Burana, 
from its dramatic sustained choruses to the vigorous 
chant-like passages, m e a n t that progress was offen 
slow. In December we took a break to prepare the 
beautiful Coventry Cardi and Sir Christemas, amongst 
others, for the Chris tmas concert , bu t in the New Year 
it was back to Orff, and the concer t was upon us 
wor ry ing ly soon. After de spe ra t e last minu te 
rehearsals , the Choral Society and four guest soloists 
squeezed onto the Adrian Boult stage and 
accompanied by a specially formed 46 piece orchestra 
gave the tower ing pe r fo rmance which the music 
demands . 

For the rest of the year our n u m b e r s droppec 
slightly, bu t this did not deter the hardcore from givins 
a proud per formance of Brahms' Wie Lieblich Sine 
Deine Wonungen (I don ' t th ink anyone ever found ou 
wha t that means ) and, as a sequel to last year 's Tht 
King Shall Rejoice, Handel ' s Zadok the Priest. 

T h a n k you to everyone who has taken part ir 
Choral Society this year, especially Mr Monks and the 
Carmina Burana orchestra. This year 's p rog ramme wil 
be r e m e m b e r e d for m a n y year 's to come, I 'm sure, anc 
I hope Choral Society will cont inue to be the highligh 
of everyone 's Tuesday luncht imes . 

Ben Osborni 
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Rugby 

King Edward's School Rugby Club 
Season 2002 - 3 

Individual Représentative Honours 

Played Won Lost Drew For Against Greater Birmingham 

Ist XV 21 15 6 0 624 214 
2nd XV 17 12 5 0 496 133 North Midìands 
3rd XV 9 4 5 0 191 166 
U16 A XV 16 9 7 0 310 222 Midlands 
U15 A XV 16 9 7 0 243 233 
U15 B XV 11 9 2 0 234 113 Under 16 

U14 A XV 14 3 11 0 188 394 Greater Birmingham 

U14 B XV 13 4 8 1 149 313 
U13 A XV 10 8 2 0 274 86 
U13 B XV 10 8 2 0 265 138 North Midlands 

U13 C XV 1 0 1 0 0 24 
U13 D XV 1 0 1 0 0 39 Midlands 

U12 A XV 10 5 5 0 111 102 England 

U12 B XV 9 4 5 0 84 69 Under 15 
U12 C XV 6 4 1 1 149 52 Greater Birmingham 
U12 D XV 5 4 1 0 161 45 
TOTAL 167 97 69 1 3042 2321 

(A number of fìxtures were cancelled due to weather). 

Team Honours 

Reached Round 5 of Daily Mail Cup 

North Midlands Cup Winners 

Reached round 4 of Daily Mail Cup 
Losing frnalist Greater Birmingham Cup 

Losing finalist Greater Birmingham Cup 

Winners Greater Bi rmingham Cup 

Ist XV 

UT 6 XV 

U15 A XV 

U14 A XV 

U13 A XV 

Under 18 
R Arnott, S Postle, G Evans, 
R Hollyhead, H Hecht, 
A Titiloye,T Pile 
R Arnott, S Postle, G Evans, 
R Hollyhead, H Hecht 
R Arnott 

J Metcalfe, C Rees, E Clarke, 
P Satterthwaite, R Thebridge, 
M George 
J Metcalfe, C Rees, 
P Satterthwaite 
J Metcalfe, C Rees 
J Metcalfe 

Under 14 
Greater Birmingham 

M Benjamin, T Weaver, 
O Chan, S Heaven, J Jeffries, 
A Pal, I Sheldrake 

D Kennea, V Joannou, 
F Gardiner, Z Allen, M Dowd, 
M Jones , E Halpin 

Individual Player Awards 

Ist XV 
Player of the year 
Most improved player of the year 

2nd XV 
Player of the year 
Most improved player of the year 

J a m e s Hartill 
Chris Woo 

Chris Shipley 
Oliver Fawcett 
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3rd XV 
Player of the year 
Most improved player of the year 

Clubman of the year 

Blazer badges 

Full Colours 

Half colours 

Stuart Postle 
Rob Arnott 

S Postle 
J Hartill 
R Hollyhead 
B Wright 

H Hecht 
T Pile 
S Laight 
C Woo 
J Metcalfe 
A Titiloye 
C Bennett-Britton 
M Fanner 
J Butler 

Oliver Murphy 
Ben Noble 

Stuart Postle 
Gareth Evans 

Gareth Evans 

J Huxley 
G Evans 
R Arnott 
J Vatish 

D Le 
V J o a n n o u 
S Cooke 
S Ram 
C Shipley 
O Murphy 
B Noble 
N Shah 

Allow me, if you will, to take you back to early 
September . T h e r e was a s u d d e n change in the 
a tmosphere , followed, almost immediate ly , by the 
creaking of a changing room door. Those at Solihull 
School with a shred of intell igence realised what was 
happen ing and they fled for their lives as everyone else 
cowered in terror. I do not b l ame them, for it was a 
t ruly awe inspir ing sight. It was half past two and the 
mos t beautiful of annua l p h e n o m e n a was taking place: 
a KES 1st XV was being born . 

A tear rolled down m a n y a cheek that day, not least 
those of Robbie James , whose chest visibly swelled 
with emotion, which mean t Mr Duncombe missed 
m o s t of the g a m e . However , on ly days before, 
quest ions had r ema ined in Mr J ames ' mind. Firstly, 
could his t eam of egos ever gel into a cohesive uni t? 
T h e answer was, of course, if there 's a be t te r m a n for 
doing it t han Mr James , I've never me t h im. 

Secondly, could a n y o n e ever m a t c h A n d r e w 
Gillespie's stirring rhetoric of last year? The answer: no 
one could match the great Gilly. Indeed, only two m e n 
combined together could even come close to the great 
man , so Mr J a m e s chose Gareth and me to captain the 
side. However, the final quest ion in Mr J ames ' mind 
was far more impor tan t than any other, and one that 
had baffled the ent ire t eam at pre-season training. Who 
was that guy who kept following us around? For a t ime 
it was thought he was Nadinay Ritigoy, then Riminay 
Niminoy, Hibahay Nimanoy, Scimanay Himinoy or 
even J imary Stimastoi. Eventually everyone found out 
his real n a m e was Adedayo Titiloye, our new winger, 
but we just called h im Dave. 

After t he se ques t i ons h a d b e e n satisfactorily 
answered came the tedious bus iness of playing Rugby. 

For m u c h of the season the side blazed a formidable 
trail, leaving in their wake broken teams. Possibly the 
bes t p e r f o r m a n c e c a m e against Warwic, where , 
inexplicably, I wasn' t playing. Another notable victory 
came against Aston, who, despite our best efforts, 
managed to lose to us 32-22. Solihull, after claims that 
they were going to beat us by forty points (because 
they had won every match on their tour of Australia) 
succumbed to the be t te r side. Not t ingham saw possibly 
our most cruel performance, where we buil t u p their 
ambit ions and spirits by gifting t h e m two tries within 
the first t en minutes , only to knock t h e m down with a 
s tunning comeback. But pe rhaps the sweetest m o m e n t 
of the season came against Camp Hill. I didn't think 
that anyone would ever be as excited as me at beat ing 
Camp Hill. However, J a m e s Metcalfe's dad, not only 
dur ing the Camp Hill ma tch bu t th roughout the 
season, proved that the English language wasn ' t rich 
enough to describe the Rugby that we played, so he 
made up a whole language of his own. 

Ritgby against Rugby in the mud at Rugby 

Of course there were a few defeats, one b e i m 
against Bromsgrove. However, at least I have b e e n able 
to wri te this report: most of the Bromsgrove t e a n 
couldn't . Not wishing to dwell on defeats, I would like 
to m e n t i o n the match where we snatched defeat fron 
the jaws of victory against Hereford Cathedral School 
This match gave us the m o m e n t where Mike Fanner 
against all odds, managed to hit Ade with a clearing 
kick, losing us the game and put t ing us out of the Daih 
Mail cup. This was, in hindsight, very funny, bu 
certainly wasn' t at the t ime. Rob Arnott had anothe: 
ex t r eme ly ou t s t and ing season, ga in ing Under-l i : 
Midlands selection, whilst J a m e s Metcalfe performec 
equal ly well in be ing se lected for the Under- l f 
England team. 

I have always b e e n proud to be part of the KES tean 
and have played along with some others in the samt 
t eam since the Shells. Fallen by the wayside are Tin 
Wallis, Freddy T h o m a s and Barat Nagrani bu t m a m 
still remain , all of w h o m I'm sure will do fantastically 
well in whatever profession they wish to pursue in th( 
future; except maybe Mike Fanner, if he wants to be ; 
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School Captain and 1st XV scrttm half, Joe Huxley, drives the KES forwards to the 
Bromsgrove line 

Rugby player. T h a n k s mus t go to Mr J a m e s for 
coaching us throughout the season (and introducing 
the devastating Quinell) and to Mr Duncombe who 
taught the forwards to dread the words "quick l ineout 
drill, lads". Finally, the ent ire first fifteen would like to 
wish Mr Everest well in his re t i rement . 

Stuart Postle and Gareth Evans 

2nd X V 

Saturday 7th September 2002 
Solihull School 
KES win 10-5 

This win gave the Rugby c o m m u n i t y jus t a taster of 
what they were about to experience. The next seven 
months proved to be one the finest displays of runn ing 
15-man Rugby the world will ever see. Just the two 
tries in this opening fixture, but it was all we needed . 
The following week we domina ted possession and Ed 
Sandison, Dan Drew and Steve Cooke conspired to 
help us walk in seven tr ies against RGS Worcester. Two 
weeks passed before we took to the field again. Due to 
a Geography field trip we were forced to field an under-
strength side containing n u m e r o u s 5th years. Was this 
to prove a problem? Not with Charles Rees on the field. 
No, this Midlands Trialist proved to be the pick of the 
bunch, runn ing in four of our ten tries against a 
lacklustre Leicester G r a m m a r School. 

Next up, Kings Worcester, traditionally a strong side. 
This year was no exception. T h e y were a fairly well 
organised side bu t some interest ing refereeing proved 
to be a bigger problem and because of this play 
deteriorated. Our first loss of the season, 12-14. Two 
weeks la ter no rmal service was r e s u m e d with a 
convincing 55-0 defeat of Camp Hill. This was the start 
of a good run for us. The following Wednesday Solihull 
6th Form College were shown w h y at least seven of our 
team tu rned out on more than three occasions for the 
Ist XV. 38-5. As were Warwick (38-8) and Not t ingham 
High School (15-5). The next game proved to be the 

hardest of the year against an enormous , well-drilled 
Rugby School. We spent the game in defence, with the 
back row and Shalin Punn excelling themse lves . 
Despite this we wen t down 19-0. 

And so we reached the final weekend in November 
having won seven, lost two. Now it was t ime for 
Bromsgrove. We went into the game feeling confident 
and knowing that, on our day, we could beat anyone . 
Was it going to be our day? Well, it was, bu t we didn't 
need it to be because the opposit ion were poor. Right 
from the start we tore their defence to shreds and 
should have b e e n five tries up by half t ime. But we 
weren ' t . We weren ' t clinical enough in our finishing so 
we led only 14-0. The opposit ion t ightened up in the 
second half and we only managed to score once. 
However, this was enough. Bromsgrove were defeated 
21-0. 

In our last game before Chris tmas we played Adams 
G r a m m a r School. To be b lun t , a ve ry poor 
performance and a loss, 8-3. Chr is tmas came and went 
bu t the desire to get back on the pitch came and jus t 
kept on coming! All those weeks wi thout physical 
contact were too much . Loughborough were next on 
the fixture list. They t ended to like the off-the-ball 
aspect to the game and we let t h e m get to us, though 
we gave as good as we got, whilst playing some good 
Rugby. We looked, and were, very penetrat ive, bu t only 
managed to cross the line once. Disappointing. The 
match finished scrappily with Loughborough coming 
out on top to win 7-5. 

From then on we weren ' t troubled until the end of 
the season. QMGS Walsall offered little opposit ion (43-
0, 7 tries), Bablake (17-14), Shrewsbury (39-0, 7 tries) 
and then Fairfax (69-0, 11 tries). The penul t imate game 
of the season was against KE Aston. It was always 
going to be difficult against 16 men , and it was. We 
performed excellently but went down 19-17. And 
finally it was off to King Henry ' s Coventry: a patchy 
performance against decent opposition. The backs 
were somet imes careless bu t w h e n they s t rung it 
together Ed Sandison led the penet ra t ion and it was 
nice to finish the season on a high with a 22-15 win. 

And so the season ended. Don Le and Oily Fawcett 
topped the try count with 9 apiece, bu t it was a t e a m 
effort and everybody got in on the act. All that remains 
for me to say is, "KDP, thank you and good luck for 
next season!" 

Chris Keoeh 

2nd XV Most Improved Player of the Year, Oily Fawcett, sets off on a run 
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3rd XV 

When one thinks about 3rd XV Rugby, the idea of a 
t e a m with no qual i ty , no skill, no pass ion, no 
movement , no try scorers and no victories springs to 
mind. This is totally wrong. The 3rds are the epi tome 
of guts, de te rminat ion , quality and sex appeal . Yes, the 
3rds lay claim to be the sexiest t e am around and that 's 
not only for the quality of their Rugby! Let's get down 
to the bus iness end of things. We underachieved this 
season, part ly due to the facts that we never fielded a 
full s t rength t eam and that nobody ever tu rned up to 
t e a m practices on Thursday luncht imes . The t eam was 
comparat ively young and inexper ienced,wi th Nabil 
Shah, Oily Murphy, Ben Noble, Jon Gadd and Mo 
Shamshuddin the only survivors from the previous 
season. 

Each season's curtain raiser against Solihull is 
normal ly a good warm-up for the lads; a chance to 
b o n d together and play as a t eam for the first t ime. 
This year, we were bea t en . We didn ' t have any 
organisation in the l ineout, no one knew the offside 
rule and the t e a m was l i t tered with pr ima donnas : not 
a good start. We cont inued to lose games left, right and 
centre bu t let 's give credit where it's due: we were 
never thrashed. We did finally win a game (I can't 
r e m e m b e r which one, bu t I'm sure we played really 
well and showed Mr Evans what a ta lented outfit we 
could be) . 

The highlights of the season were definitely the 
matches against Bromsgrove and Wolverhampton 1st 
XV. The Bromsgrove game was the first of the season 
where we had a sizeable crowd watching. The scene 
was set for a titanic struggle. Nabil Shah gave the all 
impor tan t "inches" speech, a speech that set alight the 
furnace in every player 's s tomach and the game 
started. Never in the history of the thirds has there 
been such a display of ut ter dominance and class as 
was shown against Bromsgrove. Most notably, Ben 
Noble's kicking and j inking, Ibrar Sultan's tackling and 
Emir Battaloglu's sheer, unadul te ra ted aggression. It 
was an all round t eam performance, one that everyone 
should be proud of. It even convinced one of the 
spectators that we were the 1st XV! (No, not really, I 
m a d e that part up, But we did play well). 

It was only fitting that the 3rds played their final 
game at Eastern road. It marked the end of a long and 
tiring journey . Wolverhampton posed a huge physical 
threat and the forwards needed to be on top of their 
game. After wea ther ing an early storm, the t eam grew 
in confidence and stature. Oily Murphy was r ampan t 
in the backs and Usman Mir was maniaca l in the 
forwards. We went b e h i n d through a sloppy try h u t 
immedia te ly replied with a try of sheer class. Leading 
by a convers ion , we had res is ted all of 
Wolverhampton 's pressure unti l the last 3 minu tes . But 
they scored, and all of a sudden fifteen heads dropped 
in anguish. But that wasn ' t to be the end. In t rue 3rds 

spirit, the t eam scored with literally the last move of 
the match, Joe Speight obliging with his first touch of 
the game. 

The season will be r e m e m b e r e d for m a n y reasons. 
It wi tnessed Mo Shamshuddin ' s first try in two years; 
the "inches" speech against Bromsgrove; and finally 
and mos t vividly, Nabil Shah's cries of "Stop playing 
like men , play like women!" Finally, thanks go to Mr 
Evans, who managed to keep his sanity and wits about 
h i m whilst everything was in chaos at his feet. A final 
quote, before I end, which epi tomised 3rd XV Rugby 
throughout the season: "On this team, we fight for that 
inch." 

Nabil Shah 

UT 6 XV 

Under-16 Rugby often sees t e a m s split up 
significantly, with individuals being asked to spread 
their talent e lsewhere, as J a m e s Metcalfe illustrated in 
the 1 st XV. The loss of key players m e a n t that a tough 
season was i m m i n e n t and a startling first game against 
Solihull School reinforced our fears as KES were 
destroyed in a defeat by over fifty points. We had to 
change our style of playing if this season was going to 
end with any victories to our name . Thanks to Mr 
Birch, these changes were made . 

Victories did come our way, with great batt les 
fought against rivals such as Warwick. However, the 
dominat ing aspect of the year came in the North 
Midlands Cup, a knockout compet i t ion stretching the 
ent ire season. After crushing schools such as Hereford 
Cathedral School and KE Aston, we found ourselves in 
the final wi th a most challenging opponent , Prince 
Henry ' s School. It was a bl is ter ingly hot day at 
Worcester Rugby Club as KES arrived to find that kick-
off was in less than twenty minu tes . Even wi th the 
worst preparat ion, we took the field confident in our 
s t rength as a squad, and eventually, after a gruelling 
encoun te r with a strong, de t e rmined side, we were 
victorious. 

The cup was the perfect close to the season for the 
Under 16s. However, special individual men t ions must 
be m a d e of the likes of Charlie Rees's efforts in the 
Midlands Schools trials, and J a m e s Metcalfe who, 
eventually, made it to the England Schools side, the 
highest level in this age group. Some individuals have 
also r isen up from B-team squads to b e c o m e regular, 
significant m e m b e r s of the starting XV. Finally, 1 
would like to acknowledge the part icularly excellent 
contr ibut ions of Oily Carter and Patrick Carslake, the 
powerhouse of the Under 16 scrum. Many thanks go tc 
Mr Birch and Mr J a m e s whose inputs have he lped in z 
successful season. However, most of all, t hank you 
lads! 

Philip Satterthwaitt 
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Bosh' The victorious U16 XV 

U15A XV U15B XV 

On reflection the Under 15 t eam had a good season, 
despite it be ing one of mixed fortunes. We started our 
season promisingly with convincing victories over 
Solihull and RGS Worcester. The morale of the t e a m 
was then d a m p e n e d somewhat w h e n narrow defeats 
by Leices ter GS and King's Worcester followed. 
However, we subsequent ly regrouped and were able to 
produce a solid victory over Prince Henry 's , Evesham 
in the first encoun te r of our Daily Mail Cup campaign, 
before surviving the next round of the cup after a try 
by Arpan Pal in the dying minu te s which gave us the 
win by two points. Sadly, our campaign was brought to 
an end when , with a weakened side, we were knocked 
out in the fifth round. We also finished runne r s u p in 
the Greater Birmingham tou rnamen t . 

We performed well after the d i sappoin tment of our 
cup exit, to produce two s tunn ing results against Rugby 
School and Loughborough GS, t e a m s we haven ' t 
bea ten before. Much credit m u s t go to the pack, which 
made great i m p r o v e m e n t s this year. Notable 
pe r fo rmances c a m e from Jack Jeffries, Mar tyn 
Massop, Jack Flaherty, Tom Weaver, Ian Sheldrake and 
Joe Robinson. J o n n y Dawkins and Owen Chan also 
played consistently well in their n e w positions. 

Seven players were selected from our t e a m for the 
Greater B i r m i n g h a m squad, w h i c h shows our 
d e v e l o p m e n t not only as a t e a m , b u t also as 
individuals. Much of the progress seen this year is due 
to the dedication of our coaches, Mr Porter and Mr 
Smith, w h o m I would like to thank, as well as the 
players themselves . I await next season wi th opt imism 
as we m a k e the t ransi t ion into Senior Rugby. 

Miles Benjamin-

Yet ano ther successful season for the U15 B team, 
losing only two matches throughout the season. How 
was this possible? Despite having players out every 
week, or having Mr Porter stealing them, we did very 
well. This was due to match winn ing tries from 
Andrew Miller and Kene Agwu (centre and wing) who 
were always there to keep the game alive. A certain 
cur ly-ha i red indiv idual (Alec Siddons) was very 
effective at fly-half, having a divine ability to catch m y 
appalling passes. He was ably assisted by Charlie Hall 
who always had quick h a n d s and menta l awareness , 
despite the frequent Friday-night part ies. 

But I suppose Rugby isn't all about the g lamour of 
the backs, w h e n the ugliness of the forwards shines 
through. To be fair to the block-headed b ru tes they also 
played consistently well. Excellent per formances came 
from Rob Shipley at prop and Mo Kanani in the second-
row. 

The long haired would-be pugilist, Mark Griffiths, 
was also hugely commit ted . Alex Blair was s tunn ing all 
season, making tackles which often saved games or 
broke bones . Gunraj Pall was always in the thick of the 
action and led by example. I a m grateful to t h e m and 
the rest of the pack for all their hard work. Cheers and 
thanks for a great season, Mr T. 

Tbm McLeod 

Owing to a difficult couple of opening matches and 
an injury plagued team, the season did not begin as 
successful ly as h o p e d . However , after m u c h 
pe r s i s t ence and ha rd t r a in ing a n d wi th lots of 
en thus iasm we gained our first victory in the third 
match against Leicester G r a m m a r School. There were 
notable per formances from David Kennea and Max 

SPORT Page 95 



KES CHRONICLE 2003 

Dowd. There were some close matches , for example 
the one against Camp Hill which ended 7-5, along with 
some heavy defeats against m u c h more skilled teams. 
But after the Chris tmas holidays things started to pick 
up, with a well deserved win against rivals KE Aston 
and ano ther good win against Loughborough GS, 24-0. 
All in all most of the season was a d isappointment , bu t 
there were some positive parts, including coming 
second in the Birmingham cup, w h e n Zack Allen 
played notably well.Hopefully next year will be more 
successful. The whole t e a m looks forward to it. 

Victor Joannou 

U14B XV 

The U14B t eam had a very un lucky season, and the 
statistics don't do the team's hard work justice. There 
were good wins against King's School Worcester, Camp 
Hill, KES Aston and a nail bit ing draw against Bishop's 
Hereford - Ben Heap 's kick to win the game missed by 
mil l imetres! Outs tanding players were Dan Lavander, 
for his bril l iant tackling; J amie Scott who saved lots of 
tries; J a m e s Bowater, who was reliable at sc rum half; 
Lawrence Vickers and Faizan Shah for be ing 
cons i s ten t ly good props ; and Nick Oakley, for 
generally playing well on the wing. Thanks go to Mr 
Aydon for the coaching and suppor t he gave. 

Ben Heap 

I thoroughly enjoyed coaching this t e am all season 
as they were enthusiast ic win or lose, showing great 
t e am spirit and spor t smanship throughout . Good luck 
next season! 

RJA 

The 2002-03 season, unde r the s tewardship of Mr 
Stead, can only be described as an overwhelming 
success . Pre-season t ra in ing b rough t about 
considerable squad and positional changes within the 
team, with Mr Stead de te rmined to produce a more 
dynamic uni t with greater creativity and power. It was 

the lack of familiarity amongst the players which led to 
the loss of the opening game of the season to a 
distinctly average Solihull side, 22-12. 

However, growing confidence and style saw a trio 
of comfortable victories over RGS Worcester (46-12), 
Leicester GS (45-12) and King's Worcester (14-8). The 
following game was against a superb Warwick school 
XV and despite probably the finest t eam performance 
of the season, it resul ted in a nar row defeat, 15-14. It 
did show, however, the real grit and de terminat ion 
which the t e a m cont inued to exhibit throughout the 
r ema inde r of the season. The next fixtures were all 
won comfortably with victories over an unbea ten 
Fairfax (17-12), Adams G r a m m a r School (43-0), 
Loughborough (31-5), Bishop's Hereford (14-0) and KE 
Aston (38-0). The season was topped off by a victory in 
the Greater Birmingham Cup, a one-afternoon-based 
tournament , which yielded victories over Fairfax, KE 
Aston, KE Five Ways and KE Camp Hill, in shortened 
matches . 

This year saw the emergence of m u c h potential 
within the squad, with some developing new skilh 
while others honed theirs. Congratulat ions to all, anc 
in part icular to the top point scorers, Eren Battaloglv 
and Max Haig. 

Also thanks mus t go to Mr Stead for providing u; 
with not only the skills that enabled the victories, bu, 
also a belief in ourselves. 

Max Hau 

U13B XV 

This season proved to be a good one for the Undei 
13 B team, winn ing 8 matches and losing only 2. Boti 
t eams in our age group lost to Warwick, probably the 
bes t t e a m on the schools circuit, but bo th played ver^ 
well. We also lost to Loughborough, bu t on a bet te 
note we beat our rivals Solihull 24-7 in our first match 
Our average total of points scored per game was 29.; 
and 'our best win came against Fairfax, 48-0. Well doni 
to all those who made their first appearances for th( 
team, such as J a m e s Taft (who scored a try from thi 
half way line) and well done to the whole t eam fo 
what was a very enjoyable season. 

Luke Murph] 

U12A XV 

We had a tough season, main ly because a few of oui 
players were inexperienced, al though we did have 
some talent, which showed throughout the season. We 
won five out of ten games, which included fine win: 
over KE Camp Hill, KE Aston and King's Worcester 
The majority of our defeats were by narrow margin: 
bu t we learn t m a n y lessons from those de feats. Mam 
of our p layers improved swiftly t h a n k s to gooc 
coach ing and e n c o u r a g e m e n t from Mr E m e r y 
Hopefully next year we will have the courage anc 
potential to be a first class team! 

Edward Bothi 
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I a m sure that this year group has the potential to 
produce outs tanding t eams over the next few years 
and the boys have b e e n very keen to learn. Ed Botha 
led by example on the field and is a part icularly fine 
kicker. I wish t h e m all every success. 

JRRE 

U12B XV 

We made a challenging start to our Rugby career, 
with m u c h fun and de te rmina t ion on the field. For 
some of us it was the first t ime we had put on a pair of 
Rugby boots but unde r the excellent coaching and 
encouragement of Mr Lonsdale and Mr Emery we all 
pulled together and began to learn the mechan ics of 
the game. We played n ine games, winn ing four, 
beat ing King's Worcester, Loughborough G r a m m a r 
school, King Edward 's Aston and King Edward 's 
Stratford. We strive to improve and look forward to 
next season's Rugby. 

U12C XV 

After a poor start to the season the Under 12 C t eam 
sprung to life with a string of excellent results. Having 
lost to a very good Warwick side, we defeated KE Camp 
Hill, Bishop of Hereford school, KE Stratford and KE 
Aston, with great scrummaging, rucking and maul ing 
from our forwards helping us to gain some convincing 
scores. 

In our final game of the season we came up against 
a very well organised Solihull side and found it hard to 
break their l ine. Despite our de te rmina t ion to win, we 
found it very hard to score, though in the last seconds 
we scored an unconver ted try to draw the match and 
finish our season on a high note.As we look forward to 
next year, m a n y thanks mus t go to Mr Herber t who 
helped us to b e c o m e the side we are. 

Nyma Sharifi 

U12D X 

The U12 D XV had an excellent season, only losing 
one of our five matches to Warwick 20-10. Elsewhere 
we overcame KE Camp Hill (45-5), KE Stratford (49-0), 
KE Aston (37-5) and Solihull (20-15). The backs tackled 
well, saving a lot of tries, and our forwards ran through 
opposition defences with de te rmina t ion all season. 
Finally, my nomina t ion for bes t ref reshments goes to 
Warwick for their sausage, beans and chips! 

Jonathan Alford 

Athletics 
This season has b e e n one of outs tanding success for 

KE Athletics, a l though it may be some years before we 
repeat the 2000 feat of winn ing all 16 meet ings . In fact, 
this year there were only 13 meet ings (owing to the 
longer exam period and the late Easter), of which one 
was cancelled due to rain. Of the 12 meet ings, we were 
victorious in eight, 2nd in three and 3rd in one. The 
reasons for our successes do not lie with talent alone. 
Pe rhaps even m o r e i m p o r t a n t is the sus t a ined 
en thus iasm and c o m m i t m e n t of the whole Athletics 
squad. This is displayed by a will ingness of t e am 
m e m b e r s to fill in for ill or injured team-mates , often 
in events unfamiliar to t hem. 

At Senior level only six matches took place, of 
which we were t r i umphan t in four. Our success was 
due to consistent per formances by Chris Woo in both 
the long and triple j u m p , Don Le in the hurd les and 
Michael F a n n e r in the spr in t s . O the r notable 
per formances came from David Reece over the 400 
met res and Oliver Fawcett at 1500 metres . The relay 
t e a m (Michael Fanner, Rob Hol lyhead , Adedayo 
Titiloye and Don Le) could always be relied upon to 
provide those vital extra points at the end of the match . 

Lower down the school, at In te rmedia te level, the 
t eam enjoyed similar success. The efforts of Shafi, 
Rees, Woods and Benjamin guaran teed points on 
success ive Sa turdays . David Woods p e r fo rmed 
ex t r eme ly well t h roughou t the season and was 
rewarded by finishing first in the 1500 met res and 
fourth in the 1500 met res s teeplechase at the West 
Midlands Schools Championsh ips . Away from the 
track, Phil Satterthwaite came second in the javel in at 
the West Midlands Schools Championships , also an 
outs tanding achievement . 

In the Junior section the middle distance talent is 
strong, which bodes well for the future. Notable 
examples are Greg Duvall and Liam O'Brien in the 
Removes, bo th of w h o m broke school records at Under-
14 level, over 1500 and 800 met res respectively. 
Fur thermore , the performances of Alex Scouby (High 
J u m p ) and Jona than Tipper (High J u m p and Triple 
J u m p ) b r ing e n c o u r a g e m e n t for the for thcoming 
years . 

The future of KES athletics looks very promising. 
Combined, Seniors, Inters and Juniors often resul ted 
in comfortable victories. Notable wins were the Junior 
and Senior Founda t ion m a t c h e s and the Ho lden 
trophy. Once again the biggest mee t ing of the year, 
involving rivals Bromsgrove, O a k h a m , Repton, 
Upp ingham and Trent, resul ted in an overall victory 
for KES. Finally, I would like to thank all the teachers 
involved for giving up their Saturday afternoons to 
he lp with the r u n n i n g of the events: no small sacrifice! 
Once again Mr Birch deserves our grati tude for all the 
t ime, effort and inexhaustible en thus iasm that he 
br ings to KES athletics each year. 

Chris Bennett-Britton 
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Basketball 

KES Basketball Results 2002-3 

A somewhat disappointing season overall by our 
standards, with some teams (notably the potential ly 
strong unde r 16s) failing in the early stages of cup 
compéti t ions, and so having fewer ma tches t h a n 
usual , The very young senior t e a m has fmished 
strongly, however, winn ing the West Midlands Under 
19 Cup. As 10 of the squad re tu rn next year I have high 
hopes for 2003/4! 

Phil ip Khalil-Marzouk & J o n a t h a n T ippe r have 
been selected for Greater Birmingham unde r 14s and 
Tipper has also made the Midlands team. 

A m a n d e e p Khaira, Tom McLeod & Richard 
Sheehan have b e e n selected for Greater Birmingham 
Under 15s. 

TEAM PLAYED WON LOST HONOURS 

U13 4 4 0 Enjoyed themselves . 

U14 7 3 4 WestMidlands fmalists. 

U15 14 4 10 Birmfnghamsemi-flnalists. 

U16 7 4 3 

U19 22 11 11 Birmingham semi-finalists, 
West Midlands winners 
and also reached last 16 
stage of England Schools' 
Cup. 

SB 

The victorious U19s 
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With a young team, this season was never going to 
be easy. However, our final ach ievements were quite 
memorable . The effort and att i tude throughout the 
season were fantastic, whilst at t imes some of the 
basketball played was sublime. 

Early season friendlies and Birmingham League 
games against some of the local Sixth Form Colleges 
proved to be extremely helpful in the long run, as they 
toughened us up and provided us with experience for 
both the England Schools and West Midlands 
t ou rnamen t s . Never theless , such g a m e s were too 
physically demand ing for our relatively small t e am 
(the size, s t rength and speed of some of the opposit ion 
were ridiculous) and the loss of our inspirational 
captain Jamie Vatish to injury saw our league position 
slip, mean ing that we only just m a d e the league 
playoffs. We were knocked out straight away by 
Solihull Sixth Form College. 

The ou tcomes of the o ther competi t ions, however, 
were far more encouraging and it was in these games 
that we played our bes t basketball . The England 
Schools Championsh ip saw us cruise through the early 
group stages without a loss and into the last sixteen in 
the country. Our opponen t s were Blue Coat School 
Liverpool, a t e am who had won this t o u r n a m e n t at U15 
level. The game was more of a tactical and tense affair 
rather than end to end excitement, with a lower score 
than our o the r games . However , Blue Coat 's 
experience of such games proved to be the key 
element , as they ended up victorious by four points. 

The main success of the season was the West 
Midlands Cup, a t o u r n a m e n t which we had won at 
under 16 level. We progressed through the rounds wi th 
efficiency and class, setting up a semi-final wi th 
Worcester Sixth Form College. This was wi thout doubt 
the season's bes t game, as we wen t u p by twenty points 
in the first quar te r and main ta ined that high level of 
play for the rest of the game. Excellent outside 
shooting by Jamie Vatish, Shalin P u n n and J a m e s 
Dawkins and dominat ing inside play by Charlie Rees 
and David Brown took us into the final, which was set 
up to be a m o m e n t o u s occasion. The opponents , 
however, proved to lack any of the necessary skills to 
make the game exciting and we won the cup in wha t 
was a fairly rout ine match. 

The best thing about the season (besides winn ing a 
cup) was the exper ience it provided for the coming 
year. Although we will lose two impor tant veterans in 
Jamie Vatish and J a m e s Cooper, the ma in bulk of the 
team remains and this should leave us with ext remely 
high expectations. The necessary thanks mus t go out 
to Mr Birch as we look forward to next year. 

Shalin Punn 

Having played well last year, the U16 team en te red 
this season with high hopes . Turnout at initial practices 
was good and basketba l l was p layed wi th great 
intensity. 

This year we played in two different competi t ions: 
the West Midlands and National competi t ions. In the 
National compet i t ion we faced Baverstock, w h o m we 
would play twice (home and away). Ross Chinn played 
excellently in the h o m e fixture, shooting from way 
beyond the arc, but unfor tunately we lost by two 
points overall and so did not qualify for the last stages 
of the cup. We me t the same fate in the West Midlands 
cup, in a game that could and should have been won 
easily. 

Despite the disappoint ing lack of silverware, we, as 
a squad, can look forward to joining the year above to 
make up the U19 squad. The season proved to be a 
great learning exper ience and we are all m u c h be t te r 
players for it. Special congratulat ions should go to 
Robert Hill and Ross Chinn who played in the U19 
squad regularly this season. At the end of the season I 
was lucky enough to train with the England U17 team; 
a challenging yet fruitful experience. Thanks mus t go 
to Mr Birch for the t ime and effort he pu t in and of 
course for having to put up with us shouting and 
moan ing on several minibus journeys . 

Charlie Rees 

This season's results on paper are not part icularly 
satisfying but if you had the pleasure to see us play, 
you will k n o w that the results are an unfair reflection 
on our performances . 

Plagued by injury, lack of players and in some 
cases lack of interest , our squad was often depleted, 
mean ing that we could not perform to our highest 
level. However, this should not inhibit praise that is 
due: J o n n y Dawkins, a defensive demon, took u p the 
essent ia l role of p reven t ing the opposi t ion from 
doubling our score! Rich Sheehan 's innate ability to 
put points on the board was consistent and often of the 
highest quality. Joe Robinson and A m a n d e e p Khaira 
also played an integral part by adding height and 
points and copious quant i t ies of checks, part icularly 
w h e n we m e t King Edward 's Lichfield! Finally, 
Jona than Tipper deserves his own ment ion . Playing 
for the year above may be int imidat ing for some, bu t 
Jona than always played with his hear t and confidence 
in the game and never looked inexperienced, maybe 
because he is three feet taller than me! 
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This leads m e nicely on to the subject of potential . 
With the likes of Jona than Tipper and Eren Battaloglu 
(two years below) coming through, then the Under-16 
team next year could be very strong. With Richard 
Sheehan evolving in the game and developing a 
passion for it, t hen we could see the results of last year 
being reversed. Despite losing on several occasions, we 
were still successful. Three of our players (Richard 
Sheehan, A m a n d e e p Khaira and I) all made it into the 
Birmingham Schools district side and we had notable 
victories against T h o m a s Telford and Plantsbrook. 

Finally, I would like to thank Mr Mintoft for his two 
years of vital coaching. Even at t imes w h e n we were 
awkward and unresponsive to work with, he put up 
with us and taught us all the fundamentals we know 
today. 

Tom McLeod 

U14 

The Under-14 basketball season started promisingly 
wi th m a n y n e w faces t u r n i n g up to tr ials and 
ul t imately joining the squad. However, w h e n the 
season began, this great start was met with some stiff 
compet i t ion from more exper ienced and confident 
opposition. After the first few games, we were sorry to 
lose Phil Khalil-Marzouk for most of the season due to 
a serious Rugby injury. Unfortunately, despite the 
greatest efforts from the rest of the team, the season 
dragged on, with loss after loss. However, a win near 
the end of the season lifted everyone 's spirits after a 
flat year. 

T h e t e a m lacked conf idence and mos t of all 
experience. Hopefully, over t ime, this can be altered 
and the overall talent and c o m m i t m e n t of the t eam 
will be seen in victorious matches . It would be unfair 
for me to n a m e any part icular m e m b e r s of the squad 
as each and every person excelled in some aspect of 
the game. Being as most of the Under-14 squad take 
baske tba l l ser iously and pract ice in eve ry spare 
m o m e n t they have, we are sure to have a promising 
start to next year,s season. 

Jonathan Tipper 

Chess 
Under Alex Pavlaki's capable leadership, the School 

first t e a m m a d e excellent progress in the British Chess 
Federation knock out Cup, losing narrowly on the age 
rule against Not t ingham High School in the regional 
semi final. As ever Amee t Ghasi's s tunning play has 
b e e n pivotal. Indeed Amee t provided the highlight of 
our Chess year by coming 16th in the World Junior 
Chess Championsh ips (U16 division) held in Cyprus in 
November 

But it was among the younger players that there 
was the most encouraging resurgence. In the Shells 
and Removes the school is blessed with a considerable 
n u m b e r of capable and keen players; Andrew Cowan, 
Luke Sh ipman and Shaaz Farid, among m a n y others, 
held their own in older and more exalted company. 
But the most successful young player was Dani Malik, 
whose prowess was confirmed by his selection for the 
England U12 Team in a match in Finland last May. 

KES en te red two teams at U16 and U12 in the UK 
National Chess Team Championsh ips held at Pontins 
Holiday Camp at Prestatyn, North Wales, in June . 

Six two-hour rounds of compet i t ion are mental ly 
and physically demand ing and all our players had 
their good and not so good rounds. But happi ly we 
were able to sustain our en thus iasm. At U16, we were 
placed third, just p ipped by Commonwea l School and 
the awesome Magdalen College, Oxford. At U12, we 
did not expect to win m a n y games. At first it seemed 
as though this would be the case, but better play on day 
two saw us into third place, a most creditable result. 

I would like to give special men t ion to Richard Lau 
and Derek Ly, whose play exceeded expectation and 
rating, and contr ibuted greatly to our success. 

A splendid conclusion to what proved to be a much 
be t te r season t han might have b e e n anticipated, and a 
good augury for 2003/4. 

RHCt 

Tennis 
2003 marked the end of an era. Not only were the 

first t e am saying goodbye to four of the 1st VI, 
including the spirited captain Tom Forest, bu t also to 
the mas te r in charge, Mr Lonsdale. 

Keen to impress in their final year, the 1st VI 
achieved impressive victories against RGS Worcester 
and Malvern and narrowly lost to extremely strong 
Repton and Not t ingham sides. The mos t memorable 
match came against Shrewsbury School, fielding as 
ever a powerful and ra ther arrogant team. The match 
wen t down to the final set in the doubles, which endec 
wi th a tie-break. Tom Forest and Will Taylor playee 
well in t andem, bu t were just unable to seal the 
victory, losing narrowly. It was however, an impressive 
per formance by the whole t eam against a side who hac 
lost only once in the season. 

Lower down the school we had notable success ir 
the U15s, wi th some good per formances against loca 
sides in the HSBC Cup Tournamen t and encouragim 
p e r f o r m a n c e s in the fr iendlies agains t Repton 
No t t ingham and Bromsgrove. Pe rhaps our mos 
ta lented side was the U13s. With s t rength in depth, the 
future of School t enn i s looks to be in the good h a n d s o 
7 or 8 players of a good standard. Results were 
impressive in the HSBC Cup Tournament , which we 
only just failed to win, losing to Arthur Terry School 4 - 2 

2003 was a hugely enjoyable season and the boy: 
should be proud of their ach ievements . 

RJL1 
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Cricket 

AVERAGES 2003 
Played 20 Won 10 Lost 6 Drawn 2 Cancel led 2 

BATTING (Qua l i f i ca t ion - 100 r u n s ) 

Matches Innings. Not Out H. Score Runs Ave rage 
R.Tiwari 18 18 1 85 483 28.4 
j .Neale 20 20 4 78* 450 28.1 
S.Chase 13 13 3 100* 408 40.8 
A.Holmes 15 15 5 66* 366 36.6 
N.Chase 15 15 2 48 262 20.1 
V.Katyal 19 19 6 37 167 12.8 
A.Gatrad 19 10 0 72 151 15.1 

Also Played 

N.Curtis 19 8 4 33 72 18 
J.Paterson 18 6 2 23 60 15 
H.Hecht 7 5 2 22 27 9 
D.LoyoMayo 7 5 1 17 27 6.8 
J.Botha 19 5 2 15 20 6.7 
J .Huxley 1 1 1 14 14 n / a 
H.Hussain 2 2 0 11 11 5.5 
S.Patel 3 3 0 9 11 3.7 
A.Vakil 19 6 2 4 10 2.5 
D.Neale I 1 0 0 0 0 

BOWLING (Qua l i f i ca t ion - 10 wicke ts ) 

Overs Maidens Runs Wickets Best Average 
N. Chase 167.3 50 412 25 4-44 16.48 
V.Katyal 110.5 11 376 20 3-30 18.80 
J.Botha 83.2 16 224 19 4-6 11.79 
J.Neale 97.3 22 256 19 3-12 13.47 
A.Holmes 104.1 19 337 19 4-7 17.74 
R.Tiwari 107 18 320 17 3-9 18.82 

Also Bowled 

J .Paterson 90.4 10 327 8 2-19 40.88 
N.Curtis 43 9 146 5 1-10 29.20 
T.Yeo 17 6 45 4 2-2 11.25 
S. Patel 12.1 0 73 3 2-23 24.33 
H. Hussain 18 2 81 2 2-36 40.50 
S. Chase 1 0 4 0 n / a n / a 
A. Gatrad 1 0 4 0 n / a n / a 

CATCHES 

A.Vakil 15 
R.Tiwari 10 
J. Neale 8 
N. Chase 6 
A. Gatrad 6 
N. Curtis 6 

STUMPINGS 
A. Vakil 8 
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Cricket XI 2002-03 

KES v SHREWSBURY S C H O O L 
Sa tu rday 3 May 2003 
At S h r e w s b u r y (50 overs) 
KES 38 for 4 

H o l m e s 18 
Match Abandoned 

KES V BABLAKE 
W e d n e s d a y 7 May 2003 
At Eas t e rn Road (35 overs) 
KES 150 for 6 

H o l m e s 58 
N .Chase 32* 
Gat rad 31 

BABLAKE 76 all out 
Chase 3-8 
Yeo 2-2 

Won by 74 runs 

KES v O L D S W I N F O R D HOSPITAL S C H O O L 
Saturday 10 May 2003 
At Eas te rn Road 
OLDSWINFORD 

H o l m e s 
T iwar i 

KES 
S. Chase 

Won by 7 wickets 

(50 overs) 
56 all out 

4-9 
3-11 

58 for 3 
23* 

KES v MALVERN COLLEGE 
W e d n e s d a y 14 May 2003 
At Ma lve rn (35 overs) 
MALVERN 171 all out 

Katyal 3-30 
Yeo 2-29 

KES 106 all out 
Pa te rson 19* 
Cur t i s 18 

Lost by 65 runs 

KES v S O L I H U L L S C H O O L 
Sa tu rday 17 May 2003 
At E a s t e r n Road ( 6 0 / 5 2 overs ) 
SOLIHULL 130 all out 

N. Chase 4-40 
H o l m e s 3-17 

KES 23-1 
Match Abandoned 

KES v RGS W O R C E S T E R 
Sa tu rday 24 May 2003 
Flagge M e d o w 
RGS 

Pa te r son 
T iwar i 
N. Chase 

KES 
S. Chase 

(60 /52 overs ) 
173 all out 

2-29 
2-31 
2-36 

177-2 
92* 

KES v KING'S S C H O O L WORCESTER 
Sa tu rday 21 J u n e 2003 
At Worces ter ( 6 0 / 5 2 overs) 
KES 217 for 8. 

T iwar i 85 
Katyal 37 
Neale 28 
S. C hase 26 

KING'S 169 for 8 
H o l m e s 4-40 
Neale 3-12 

Match Drawn 

KES v REPTON 
Wednesday 25 J u n e 2003 
At Eas te rn Road (35 overs ) 
KES 174 for 5 

S. Chase 65 
Neale 26 

REPTON 139 for 4 
Nealei 2-9 

Won by 34 runs 

KES v T R E N T COLLEGE 
Sa tu rday 28 J u n e 2003 
At Tren t (50 overs) 
KES 232 for 6 

S. Chase 100* 
Neale 55 

T R E N T 235 for 7 
N. Chase 3-21 
Neale 2-49 

Lost by 3 wickets 

KES V O L D EDWARDIANS' ASSOCIATION 
Sa tu rday 5 J u l y 2003 

KES v KESTRELS 
S u n d a y 29 J u n e 
At Eas te rn Road 
KES 

H o l m e 
N. Chase 
S. Chase 
Cur t i s 

KESTRELS 
N. Chase 
L. Roll 

Won by 38 runs 

(40 overs) 
196 for 5 

66* 
42 
36 
33 

158 for 9 
2-24 

61 

KES v H E R E F O R D CATHEDRAL S C H O O L 
W e d n e s d a y 2 Ju ly 2003 
At Eas t e rn Road 
HEREFORD 

Botha 
Neale 
Pa te r son 

KES 
Nea le 
Katyal 

Won by 5 wickets 

(50 overs ) 
100 all out 

4-6 
2-14 
1-12 

101 for 5 
41* 
17 

At Eas te rn Road 
OEA 

N. Chase 
Neale 
T iwar i 
H o l m e s 

KES 
H o l m e s 
Tiwar i 
Neale 

Won by 7 wickets 

(40 overs) 
97 all ou t 

2-16 
2-16 
2-17 
2-23 

99 for 3 
31* 

19 
16 

KES V WELLINGTON COLLEGE 
M o n d a y 7 Ju ly 2003 
At Eas te rn Road 
WELLINGTON 217 for 6 

Katyal 2-40 
Pa terson 1-19 

KES 165 all out 
Gat rad 72 
Tiwar i 58* 

Lost by 52 runs 

KES v XL CLUB 
Tuesday 8 J u l y 2003 
At Eas t e rn Road 
XL CLUB 175 for 8 dec 

Tiwar i 3-9 
N. Chase 2-30 
Patel 2-33 
Neale 1-30 

KES 178 for 3 
Neale 78* 
T iwar i 54 
Katyal 19* 

Won by 7 wickets 

KES v N O T T I N G H A M H I G H SC 
W e d n e s d a y 9 Ju ly 2003 
At N o t t i n g h a m (50 Overs) 
KES 199 all out 

Neale 60 
Tiwar i 29 
H e c h t 22 
Loyo Mayo 17 
Hussa in 11 

N O T T I N G H A M 200 for 9 
Nea le 3-22 
H u s s a i n 2-36 
Katyal 1-27 
Tiwar i 1-36 
Pa terson 1-38 

Lost by 1 wicket 

KES V O L D EDWARDIAN CRICKET CLUB 
T h u r s d a y 10 J u l v 2003 

H o l m e s 31* At Eas tern Road (50 overs) 
Won by 8 wickets KES v MCC KES 140 for 9 Won by 8 wickets 

T h u r s d a y 3 J u l y 2003 Tiwar i 52 
KES v WARWICK S C H O O L At Eas t e rn Road N. Chase 28 
Sa tu rday 7 J u n e 2003 MCC 202 for 4 Botha 15* 
At Eas t e rn Road (60 /52 overs) H o l m e s 1-50 Neale 14 
WARWICK 179 for 7 N. Chase 1-67 Gatrad 14 

Botha 3-26 KES 182 for 4 OECC 95 all out 
KES 130 all out N. Chase 48 Botha 3-18 

N. Chase 44 Neale 41 Katyal 2-17 
Lost by 49 runs H o l m e s 31* Nea le 2-21 Lost by 49 runs 

Match Drawn Patel 1-0 
KES v W O L V E R H A M P T O N G R A M M A R S C H O O L N. Chase 1-18 
Sa turday 14 J u n e 2003 KES v. W E S T M I N S T E R COLLEGE, A D E L A I D E Won by 45 runs 
At E a s t e r n Road (50 overs) Fr iday 4 Ju ly 2003 
KES 196 for 7 At Eas t e rn Road (50 overs) 

T iwar i 78 KES 169 for 9 
H o l m e s 34 Tiwar i 34 

WOLVERHAMPTON 74 all ou t S. Chase 28 
H o l m e s 4-7 H o l m e s 27 
Katyal 2-3 Pa te r son 23* 
Pa te r son 2-19 WESTMINSTER 170 for 6 

Won by 122 runs Botha 2-26 Won by 122 runs 
N. Chase 1-21 

Lost by 4 wickets 
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The XI 

The XI started with fairly low expectat ions this 
year, if t ru th be told. We were an inexper ienced team, 
as the bulk of the side that broke the School record last 
year had left. However , t he t e a m pe r fo rmed 
exceptionally well, and did be t te r than almost anyone 
expected, unde r the inspirat ional leadership of Ravi 
Tiwari. From the outset you could tell that there was 
going to be good t eam morale; and it showed bo th on 
and off the cricket pitch. The side managed 10 wins in 
total, and had it not b e e n for 4 matches lost in the last 
over, t hen we could have equal led last year 's record. 

After a few training sessions during the Easter 
holiday we started the season with a trip away to 
Shrewsbury, w h e r e we got off to a poor start . 
Thankfully the rain came, at 38-4 after 25 overs, to 
save our b lushes in a match that we surely would have 
lost. We b o u n c e d back i m m e d i a t e l y wi th two 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e vic tor ies ve r sus Bablake and 
Oldswinford, w inn ing by 70 r u n s and 7 wickets 
respectively. We then travelled to Malvern to play a 
strong, well-drilled outfit that prompt ly knocked us 
back down to ea r th wi th a c rushing defeat that 
probably did us more of a favour than ha rm. We 
learned a lot of lessons that day! 

The next fixture saw us kick off the second year of 
a local league contested by Warwick, Solihull, RGS 
Worcester, King's School Worcester and KES. We started 
off with an excellent per formance against Solihull, bu t 
we couldn't cap it off with a victory before the rain 
came. The next per formance in the t o u r n a m e n t was to 
be our bes t of the season. We played RGS Worcester. At 
140-4 the opposition looked in control but a superb 
comeback after l unch m e a n t that we skittled t h e m all 
out for jus t 174. In reply, the loss of an early wicket 
didn't he lp the cause b u t a second wicket stand of 97 
be tween J a m e s Neale (24) and Simon Chase (92*) 

The XI 

steadied things. Andy Holmes t hen came in and 
finished off the match with a quick-fire 31 * to win by 8 
wickets with 7 overs to spare. 

Our next opponen t s were probably the best we 
faced in the season. Even though Warwick were 52-6 at 
one stage, their b a t s m e n kept playing their shots and 
made it to a competi t ive 179-7, with some poor bowling 
and fielding by us contr ibut ing to their resurgence. 
Only Nick Chase real ly got going in reply and 
contr ibuted a defiant 44, but it was not enough: we 
c rumbled to 130 all out. The four ma tches that 
followed saw some good individual performances by 
several people. Against Wolverhampton GS we won, 
Tiwari contr ibuting 78 and Holmes picking up 4-7 off 
an 11 over stint. Next came King's School Worcester, 
where we got a winn ing draw thanks to another good 
innings from Tiwari (85) and Katyal (37). After that 
came Repton, a one-sided game that saw us r o m p 
h o m e comfortably, Chase scoring 65. Trent College 
away proved too tough and this was to end our good 
run of form. Even though Chase scored our only 
cen tury of the season and the t eam tried desperately in 
the field, Trent defeated us in the last over. 

T h e n came the c runch match against the Kestrels, 
where Holmes scored 66* and we set a tough total of 
196-5 in 40 overs. We thought that we had the prize 
wicket of Mr Roll early on in the reply w h e n Botha had 
h i m caught beh ind by Alex Vakil. However, after be ing 
given out by Doc Evans he was reinstated after Tiwari 
spoke to the b a t s m a n and swore that he never touched 
the ball! This decision near ly came back to h a u n t us as 
Roll went on to score 61 but, once he had b e e n 
dismissed, the Kestrels collapsed to 157-9. 

Victories against Hereford Cathedral and OEA, a 
c o m p o s e d draw versus the MCC, and losses to 
Wes tmins te r ( the Austra l ian tour ing side) a n d 
Wellington in the next 5 days m e a n t displays of 
varying quality. Notable per formances wi th the bat 
from Nick Chase saw h im score 48 versus the MCC, 

Neale scored 41* , a n d 
Katyal we ighed in wi th 
s o m e useful 20s in 2 
m a t c h e s . Par t icular 
men t ion mus t got to Adam 
Gatrad too, who scored a 
terrific 72 (his m a i d e n 
half-century for the XI). 
Botha was the m a i n 
pe r fo rmer with the bal l 
dur ing this period, picking 
up 8 wickets. 

We finished with two 
more wins (versus the XL 
Club and Old Eds CC) and 
a loss against Not t ingham 
HS. This m e a n t a decent 
finish without some of our 
ma in per formers . But it 
gave a chance for some of 
the younger boys in the 
4ths and UMs to stake a 
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claim for future seasons; these included Sameer Patel, 
Hussnan Hussain, and Daniel Neale. A men t ion mus t 
also be m a d e of Philip Neale, the young wicketkeeper 
who played even though still only in the Rems. 

Overall, the t eam performed well. Even though the 
spin attack of Chase, Holmes, Katyal and Neale bowled 
the majority of the overs, they were well supported by 
the likes of Botha, Tiwari, Paterson and Curtis, who all 
opened the bowling dur ing the season at one stage or 
another. I a m pleased to say that all the top order 
b a t s m e n had a good season and that over the course of 
the s u m m e r they all produced match winning innings. 

Finally, thanks mus t go to bo th Mr Stead and Dave 
Collins. Much of the success achieved this season is 
down to their hard work with the team, both in the 
win te r and summer . May I also thank Mavis and her 
ass i s tan ts for the marve l lous l u n c h e s a n d teas 
throughout the year. In addit ion we are grateful to 
Brian Goodall for his umpi r ing dur ing the season. We 
appreciate all who came to support us, and we hope 
that next season will be even be t te r as we retain all but 
one of the players from 2003. 

James Neale 

2nd XI 

The 2nd XI has b e e n r enowned in recen t years for 
having the best t e am spirit of all KES cricket sides: a 
collection of lads who enjoy playing cricket and a t eam 
who know how to have a laugh whilst taking the game 
seriously. The 2003 season was no exception. As we 
took the field on a cold, d a m p May afternoon for our 
first game, Vidu Shanmugarajah tu rned to m e and 
reflected on the cultural diversity of our team: eight 
Asians, two White Europeans and a Mexican. It is t rue 
that our t e a m had a rich mix of people, with n ine t een 
individuals playing for the t e a m at some t ime during 
the season. 

Our record (played eight: won three, lost four, one 
abandoned) does not reflect how well we played as a 
t eam. Our first game was the only one where we were 
t ruly out-played, by a strong Shrewsbury side. A 
bat t ing collapse led to our meagre total of 95 all out, 
though Neal Desai's 33 not out, Tabish Ahmed 's 25 and 
Mohit Mandiratta 's 6 overs, 2 wickets for 12 runs 
should be noted. However, we lost by 6 wickets. 

Our second match, against Old Swinford, was a 
thrill ing one. On a testing d a m p South Field wicket 
Dan Loyo-Mayo set the tone with a s tunning 60 in a 
total of 138 for 6 in 35 overs. The opposition's innings 
started strongly, as no wicket was taken for the first 13 
overs, bu t Harjit Bhogal ba lanced the match wi th a 
s teady 7 overs 3 wickets for 26 runs . With Old Swinford 
only requir ing 2.5 runs per over to win the game, and 
with 6 wickets in hand, our prospects of victory looked 
bleak. But at the most crucial t ime of the game, m a n of 
the ma tch J a m e s M a n n drove the second t e a m 
bandwagon away from the jaws of defeat, taking the 
las t five w i c k e t s for o n l y e l e v e n r u n s ; KES w o n 

b y 5 r u n s . 
For our next six games a former Warwickshire 

captain, Paul Reynolds, r e tu rned to the cricket option 
from his t rue love, skateboarding, and proved to be a 
pillar of the team, taking 5 catches and scoring 70 not 
out in a 379-run fiesta against King's School Worcester 
at Eastern Road. He was aided by Ben Noble (33 not 
out) in guiding us to a convincing six wicket win. 

A n o t h e r r e s o u n d i n g win c a m e against 
Wolverhampton G.S. where Neal Desai (12 overs, 3 
wickets for 40 runs) and Obaid Choudhry (6 overs, 2 
wickets for 20 runs) shone with the ball, before Joe 
Huxley scored 81 not out, winn ing us the game by 
eight wickets with 13 overs to spare. 

The closest game of the season was against RGS 
Worcester. After Jamie Doe scored 31 in a total of 119, 
Mohit (8 overs, 2 wickets for 21 runs) , Harjit (8 overs, 
4 wickets for 22 runs) and Vidu (8 overs, 2 wickets for 
22 runs) all bowled well to leave the opposition 
needing one run from the last 6 balls, with only 1 
wicket remaining. After five dot balls they scored the 
vital r un on the last ball of the game. In the final game 
of the season, against Trent College, Ben Noble starred 
with 49 not out and Vidu with 5 overs, 4 wickets for 17 
runs . However, in yet ano ther tight finish, the game 
was again lost in the last over by a wicket. 

I thoroughly enjoyed the season, as I'm sure did the 
rest of the side. The ban te r b e t w e e n Sonny Ram (chief 
bookmaker ) , Ben Noble (official gossip queen) , Obaid 
Choudhry (head f isherman), Mohit Mandirat ta (Jon 
Tickles n u m b e r one fan) and Jamie Doe (longest haiC 
amongs t others, was exceptional. Thanks mus t go tc 
KDP and TFC for organising and umpir ing , and to the 
substitute fielder at Warwick for catching out one of his 
own players at mid-wicket! 

Harry Hecht 

3rd XI 

The 2002/2003 season proved difficult for the 3rc 
t eam. This was largely owing to the beautiful Englisl 
weather.. . the rain! The end result was that only twc 
games were played to complet ion, bo th lost by ar 
inexper ienced young team. Our bowling was quick 
promising and somet imes even accurate. Our bat t ing 
however, lacked consis tency and wickets were öfter 
th rown away. Even so, everyone had some good fur 
and this e n t h u s i a s m often showed wi th some 
exceptional fielding. A "thank you" mus t go Mr Evans 
who put m u c h effort into organising and coaching the 
thirds. We all wish for a be t te r season next year. 

Obaid Choudhn 

We entered the 2003 season with high hopes 
boast ing four extremely talented Australians: Ton 
Murray, Tyson Yeo, Andrew Pyman and Simon Eales 
We travelled to Shrewsbury full of confidence, lookin; 
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f o r our first victory. 
Unfortunately, the weather let us 
down and the game was cancelled 
after only half an hour of play. 
The following week we played 
Old Swinford at h o m e without 
Tyson Yeo, who was making his 
debut for the 1st XI. It was a solid 
batt ing performance, with Tom 
Murray scoring a superb 58. A 
wonderful all r ound effort 
resulted in our first win of the 
season. 

Regrettably this was to be our 
only victory of the summer . With 
rain washing out two of our eight 
games, our season was cut ra ther 
short. The Australians gave us 
some hope against RGS Worcester, 
both Tyson Yeo and Tom Murray 
playing well, bu t unfortunately, 
the rest of the t e a m did not 
perform as well. We suffered 
fur ther losses at the h a n d s of Warwick, 
Wolverhampton, Trent College and Malvern, the last a 
game in which Malvern needed a six off the last ball, 
and got it. 

T h r o u g h o u t the season t he re were s o m e 
exceptional performances . Tom Murray scored 92 runs 
in just two games. Qasim Khattak was our leading run 
scorer with 102 runs, including a brill iant 59 against a 
tough Trent College bowling attack. Our bowling over 
the course of the season was of a reasonable standard. 
Sameer Patel led the way with 10 wickets, closely 
followed by Vishal Banerjee who took 8 wickets, 
bowling promising leg-breaks. Charlie Hall also did a 

tidy job beh ind the s tumps . 
With further coaching and practice, we will enjoy 

more successes in the future. I would like to wish the 
t eam the bes t of luck for next year in the Seniors, with 
some players hopefully breaking into the Ist XI. 
Special thanks mus t go to all four of the Australians, 
who brought good h u m o u r with a mix of sledging to 
our team. Greater thanks go to our amazing scorer 
Richard Lau, whose statistical work is second to none . 
A special men t ion mus t go to Mr Roll for his t ime and 
pat ience in helping us to become bet te r cricketers in 
the future. 

Sameer Patel 

U14A XI 

Coming off the back of a great last season, the 
team's expectat ions were very high, and we did get off 
to a great start by bea t ing Shrewsbury in an extremely 
low scoring game. We bat ted first and got 98 on a wet 
and long outfield. We bowled tightly and well and kept 
the visitors to 91-9, with Daniel Neale, Rob Hall, 
Hussnan Hussain and Adhuv Prinja all chipping in 
with a few wickets. We then were away to RGS 
Worcester, which was always going to be a tough game. 
They began with 170 off 35 overs. We got off to a bad 
start bu t Lionel Virdee (49) and Daniel Neale (35) 
steadied the innings wi th a good par tnership , until 
both were dismissed and we ended u p 30 runs short 
with a couple of wickets in hand . 

On a dull af ternoon after school we played Park 
View in a cup 20-over game. We bat ted first and got 120 
with Will Arnold making 32 not out and Joe Russell 
making a great 41 not out. We cruised to an easy win, 
bowling t h e m out for 38, thanks to Neale (2-2), Hussain 
(3-10) and Hall (2-11). 

Against Warwick, in our worst performance of the 

year, we were bowled out for 89, only Hussain and 
Lavender making it into double figures. Warwick 
comfortably knocked off the feeble total wi th 9 wickets 
in hand , Prinja get t ing the only wicket . 
Wolverhampton then came to KES and after ano ther 
quite poor performance we were bowled all out for 130 
with Neale (22) and Arnold (15). Our good effort in the 
field wasn' t quite enough and we lost in a tight finish, 
with Prinja and Hall picking up wickets. 

We then travelled to King's Worcester, to w h o m we 
have never lost. We had quite a good start, with 
Hussa in making 48, bu t soon collapsed and found 
ourselves at 97-7, w h e r e u p o n a match-winning 27 from 
Daniel Lavender saved us and we m a d e 140. With 
good, tight bowling we bowled t h e m out for just over 
100, Hall, Khan and Virdee (our 2 spinners) picking up 
wickets . David C a n n e r also bowled well and 
accurately. A strong Trent College t eam came to play 
us on a glorious day bu t we were so busy enjoying the 
luxury of the sun that nobody was able to post a good 
score. We didn't trouble Trent, who soon knocked off 
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the runs despite Hussain and Khan getting wickets. 
Later on in the season we travelled to Malvern College 
with our B t eam. We bowled first and did quite well, 
with Hussain, Hall, Virdee gett ing a wicket each and 
Neale (4-16) keeping t h e m down to a reasonable total. 
Owing to a ra in- interrupted innings no one really got a 
start and we ended up losing miserably, Hussain 
making 20. 

There were some positives in the season, though, 
as m a n y of the players came on and two, Daniel Neale 
and Hussnan Hussain, made their 1st t e am debuts . I 
a m sure we will perform a lot be t te r next year. 

Daniel Neale 

U14B XI 

Playing Record: 5 matches-2 wins, 3 defeats 

A regular a t tendance of up to thir ty players at the 
weekly practices was a clear sign of the team's greatest 
s t rength - their en thus ia sm for the game. It also gave 
the Selectorial Panel ( the captain and myself) a 
problem of the right sort: who to leave out of the 
squad. In the event, a rotation sys tem of sorts m e a n t 
that a total of twen ty players t u rned out for the t e a m 
over the course of the season. 

The weakest part of the team's performance was 
the batting; it lacked consis tency and only one or two 
players had the ability or concentrat ion to build an 
innings. The captain, J a m e s Burt, was easily the most 
consistent ba t sman, reaching double figures in each of 
his five innings and finishing wi th an impressive 
average of 41. The top score of the season was the 47 
which Hamzah Sarwar m a d e against King's School, 
Worcester. Others who occasionally ba t ted well were 
Greg Arrand and Richard Johns tone . 

Nirad Solanki was the most consistent wicket taker, 
with eight wickets at a cost of ten runs apiece. 
However, undoubted ly the most sensat ional spell was 
from Char les Morton, who, wi th an insp i red 
performance, took seven wickets for 11 runs, including 
the top six ba t smen . Charles ' efforts enabled KES to 
stroll to victory by eight wickets. Others who took 
useful wickets were Hamzah Sarwar, Stuart Flaherty, 
Vishnu Aggarwal, Shrawan Patel, Ahmed Ali and Tayeb 
Shabir. 

In his first season as wicket keeper, Greg Arrand 
tr ied ha rd and m a d e a noticeable improvement . The 
fielding as a whole was compe ten t and occasionally 
inspired, part icularly from Aggarwal and Patel. J a m e s 
Burt learnt a lot as captain and showed increasing 
confidence in handl ing his bowlers and fielders. It was 
a very satisfactory season. 

GAW 

U13 XI 

This was a disappoint ing season, in which only two 
m a t c h e s were won and five lost. T h e bowle r s 
performed well; Daniel Christopher, Amaad Choudhry 
and Sarus Jain bowled tightly and the two spinners , 
Saqib and Nitin Saul, showed a lot of promise with 
some attacking bowling in contrast ing styles. Kieran 
Iyer was the most consistent ba t sman, a l though others 
had m o m e n t s of glory from t ime to time, as this report 
will show. The fielding was excellent on occasions bu t 
greater concentra t ion throughout the two hours in the 
field is needed . The cup quarter-final in which the 
competi t ive edge kept everyone alert was our best 
fielding display. 

T h e season s tar ted wi th a ma tch against a 
Worcestershire county side; KES bat ted first, only 
managing 90 runs, al though Kieran Iyer (18), Ali 
Sikander (18) and Nitin Saul (23 not out, with some 
lovely attacking strokes including two sixes) scored 
creditably. KES bowled well, especially Sarus Jain (1-4 
in two overs), bu t Worcestershire won by 6 wickets. 

Next we played Old Swinford, w h o m we bowled out 
for 97 in a 40 over match . The two sp inners bowled 
well, Saqib taking four wickets and Nitin two. KES 
collapsed to 53 for 9 off 21 overs; our chances looked 
slim but, t hanks to mature and sensible batt ing from 
n u m b e r eleven Saqib (12 not out) and Kieran Iyer (42 
not out), we won a thrilling game. 

Following Rems Week, we lost to our rivals 
Warwick. Although Kieran (22) and Phil Neale (16) 
created a good par tnership , the team only made 96, 
which was easily passed by the Warwick t eam despite 
Sarus Ja in again bowling tightly and Phil Neale taking 
two catches and a s tumping. Wolverhampton School 
also beat us, a l though Daniel Chris topher (25) he lped 
KES past 100 for the first t ime in the season. Daniel 
c o m p l e m e n t e d his good ba t t i ng p e r f o r m a n c e by 
bowling very well and tightly. We then came up 
against a very strong King's Worcester side, who beat 
us despite our impressive score of 136 (Sedgwick 25, 
Arnold 18, Iyer 35, Sikander and Neale 12 each) . 

The final scheduled m a t c h was against Trent 
College. Phil Neale scored our first fifty in two years 
bu t his glory was stolen by a well-played 66 not out by 
Kieran Iyer. Karan Modi in his A t e a m debut scored an 
impressive quick-fire thirty, including a lovely guided 
top edge for six, giving KES a defendable total of 174. 
Unfortunately, due to some dropped catches in the 
field, Trent knocked the runs off, a l though Phil Neale 
took a catch and t h r e e s t u m p i n g s and Daniel 
Chris topher bowled well, taking two wickets. 

KES reached the quarter-finals of the Leslie Fellows 
County Cup due to forfeits by other teams. Kieran Iyer 
performed well again, scoring 27; Nitin Saul (18) and 
Modi (18) also ba t ted well; but none could match the 
47 not out scored by Pavan Grewal, who had struggled 
with the bat most of the year but shone w h e n it 
counted! We went through to the final against Solihull 
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when our semi-final opponen t s had to concede 
the match. 

The final of the Warwickshire County Cup 
was played in glorious wea ther on Friday 12th 
September at Solihull School. Solihull chose to 
bat first on a slow pitch with slow outfield, and 
were bowled out for 81 within their 35 overs. 
KES bowled well and fielded tightly: Phil Neale 
earned the m a n of the match award with four 
s tumpings. 

When KES bat ted there were a few a larms as 
two wickets were given away due to silly run
outs . However , genera l ly , the ba t t ing was 
sensible and Solihull's score was passed for the 
loss of six wickets with almost 12 overs to spare. 
Victory was truly a t eam effort: everyone had 
made a contr ibut ion with ei ther bat, ball or in 
the field. This t r i umph was a very satisfactory 
end to the cricket season and start to the new 
school year. 

Phil Neale and TM 

U12 XI 

Our season started b y travelling to RGS Worcester. 
Our enthusiast ic fathers, s tanding unde r the t rees 
support ing us, sadly could not raise the game and we 
lost. Our i m m e d i a t e d i s a p p o i n t m e n t fuelled our 
de te rmina t ion to get onto winn ing ways. Two days 
later we travelled away, to take on Oldswinford. At the 
end of our innings Khanna put a quick 21 on the board, 
br inging the t eam to a respectable 121. We wen t out to 
field feeling optimistic and accurate bowling from 
Blunt in part icular (3-17) ensu red the t eam their first 
victory. 

After the pleasures of our first win, we travelled to 
Warwick de t e rmined to put together a winning streak. 
On a poor wicket, excellent bat t ing from Chris Duncan 
resulted in his top score of 25. Our fielding provided 
further en te r t a inment : two spilt catches off Duncan ' s 
bowling and a throw from Greg Jones which almost 
took the head off Mr Lye, umpi r ing at square leg. 
However our bowling was good enough to make sure 
of another win. 

In our next non cup m a t c h we faced 
Wolverhampton G r a m m a r School on South Field. 
During our innings there were notable per formances 
from Botha (54) and Grant (66 not out) which enabled 
us to post 203-2, our top score of the season. Our 
bowling was impressive with Sharma (4-7), Bunt (2-4) 
and Shanghavi(2-10) providing i m m e n s e p leasure 
together with Gateley's s tumpings . 

One of the highlights of the season came against 
King's Worcester. Feelings were tense as we set off 
from KES knowing that King's had already b e a t e n RGS 
only two weeks previously. Under the hot sun, early 
wickets put us unde r some pressure. However, Botha 
started the fight back with a quick fire 26. The 
resistance cont inued with Reilly holding his end up 
whilst Khanna played m a n y extravagant shots. We 

ended up with a competi t ive 163 all out. After tea our 
somewhat loose bowling put false hopes into the 
hear t s of our opponents . Chris Duncan had other p lans 
and, by bowl ing accura te ly , p r o c e e d e d to 3-15. 
Worcester still looked confident, but Shanghavi 's three-
minu te appearance to drop a catch and sustain injury 
he lped to distract them. It also mus t have disrupted 
Grant 's concentra t ion as he missed a catch whilst 
viewing an adjacent game! It was t ime to t ighten up, 
and t ighten up we did. We bowled King's out for 142, 
earn ing ano ther impressive victory for the U12As. 

Our main goal of the season was the Calypso Cup. 
Having already bea ten Great Barr, only 3 matches were 
be tween us and the final. We dismissed Fairfax and 
King's Hea th with ease and overcame Bablake in a 
relatively close match to reach the final, where we 
faced an unbea t en Solihull side. 

After losing the toss we were forced into bowling. A 
wicket off only the second ball of the match (caught 
Gateley bowled Jones) produced a dramat ic start and 
this enhanced our confidence. Inspired bowling from 
Jones (3-6), Botha (4-5) and Shanghavi (1-6) he lped 
reduce Solihull to 91 all out. Our confidence was 
main ta ined after our openers (Botha and Karim) saw 
off the opening bowlers, bat t ing well. Later, after a 
strong par tnersh ip from Khanna and Gateley, Solihull 
bounced back by taking a couple of quick wickets in 
succession. However Chris Duncan and Charles Blunt 
looked as if they had heard the Chief Master w h e n h e 
asked for a bit of bat on ball as they smashed us to 
victory. The Calypso Cup was ours. 

We had a wonderful season. We had fun as a t e am 
as well as playing some great cricket. On behalf of the 
t eam I would like to thank Mr Lye for all his hard work 
and effort throughout the season. 

Simon Gateley 
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Hockey 

l s t XI 

To say that this season for the l s t XI was disastrous 
would be harsh, but not as far from the t ruth as one 
would like. In fairness, living u p to the high s tandards 
of last year 's l s t XI was always going to be difficult, and 
the season looked tough from the outset, following a 3-
2 defeat by the Old Edwardians, usually used for pre
season target practice. 

The team's morale certainly took a few knocks 
dur ing the first matches , with a batt l ing 2-1 defeat 
against Five Ways and a 5-2 hiding from arch rivals 
Solihull, not to m e n t i o n be ing outclassed 4-1 by 
Newcas t le -Under -Lyme and b e a t e n 4-3 by a late 
winner from QMGS. We didn't fare m u c h bet ter 
in the Cup either, where we were bea t en 1-3 by 
Lawrence Sheriff. 

However, la ter in the season the t eam 
s t ruck a vein of form, though admi t ted ly 
against eas ier oppos i t ion . We h a n d e d out 
comprehens ive thrashings of 7-1 to Camp Hill, 
3-0 to King Henry 's , 5-0 to Bishop Vesey's and 4-
1 to King's Macclesfield. During this period, the 
only blot on the landscape was an un lucky 1-0 
loss to Wrekin College. The season finished 
with a part icularly bi t tersweet m o m e n t as we 
defeated King Henry ' s again by 3-2 in a bad 
tempered , physical encounter , which m a d e the 
Astroturf look more like the Somme. 

Despi te the n u m e r o u s defeats, ce r ta in 
players deserve special men t ions . Tom Forrest 
worked t i re less ly in midfie ld and a lways 
batt led hard, despite his small stature; Sanjeev 
Panesar and Neil Curtis were always prepared 

to get stuck in w h e n it mat tered; and Richard Bradish's 
t imely tackles and brave defending were often pivotal. 
However, the Player of the Season award mus t go to 
Paul Reynolds, who not only scored one of the greatest 
goals ever wi tnessed by any KES team, but frequently 
put in sterling per formances in his role as sweeper, 
with c o m m a n d i n g defensive per formances and driving 
attacking play. Finally, there were two county call-ups 
from the l s t team, with forward J o h n Ashton and 
goa lkeeper Kabir Sondhi be ing se lec ted for the 
Warwickshire UT 6s and U18s respectively. 

Kabir Sondhi 

After m a n y training sessions in the pour ing 
rain u n d e r the watchful eye of Mr Lye, this 
year 's 5'oung and inexper ienced 2nd XI was 
finally ready to take on the hockey world. 
Although we encoun te red a few mishaps along 
the way, we made steady progress throughout 
the season, with the likes of Adam Gatrad and 
J o h n Ashton improving at the hear t of the 
defence. Towards the end of the season, with 
the he lp of Mr Roll's inspirational half t ime 
talks, results began to go in our favour and we 
finally put a string of victories together. 

Chris Hedges 

1st XI Hockey 

2nd XI 

2nd XI Hockey 

SPORT Page 108 



KES CHRONICLE 2003 

3rd XI 

This was ano ther year of exceptional success for 
Tinley's Tigers ( the Real Madrid of school Hockey). We 
almost achieved the dis t inct ion of bea t ing every 
opponent at some point in the season, a record that 
would have b e e n only just ice for a t e am b r i m m i n g full 
of talent. 

During the season it became apparent that ma tches 
tended to be ei ther closely fought affairs ( somet imes 
literally) or easy victories (indeed, scores near ing 
double figures weren ' t rare occu r r ences ) . 
However, our most memorab le games were 
against more skilful sides against whom, due to 
our t e a m spirit and m o m e n t s of shee r 
remarkable brilliance, we managed to sneak 
that crucial goal. Special men t ion he re should 
go to Deadly Dave (David Conway), who always 
could be counted upon for a goal from whatever 
r idiculous angle, and of course to Nathan "every 
skill in da book" Golding, a p layer wi th 
excel lence s o m e t i m e s b e y o n d even the 
imaginat ion and capabilities of SJT himself. 

But the accompl i shments of the 3rd XI were 
also due to the consis tency of the midfielders 
(Crowson, Shah and Conway) who were always 
influential in winn ing a great deal of the ball, 
and the solid defence (Brooke, Shelley, Tiwari 
and Bradish). We had a m a n standing in the goal 
(Boyle), t hough he was often su rp lus to 
requ i rements , regular ly going whole games 
without touching the ball. 

As captain I would like to thank the squad, who 
always gave their all, and I hope that they enjoyed the 
season as m u c h as I did. At this stage all that needs to 
be said is a huge thanks to T inners for organising the 
players into someth ing resembling a Hockey team, 
and for ferrying us to and from away fixtures. Cheers, 
guys, for such an enjoyable t ime. 

Ravi Tiwari 

3rd XI Hockey 

4th XI 

This season has seen the 4th XI emerge as 
the bes t Hockey t eam in the school, conceding 
only 3 defeats all season and boas t ing an 
impressive goal scoring record. On top of this 
we have seen some bright talent for the future 
years: Tom Rutter is wor thy of men t ion for his 
outs tanding displays in central defence. It was 
the b lend of fine young stallions mixed wi th the 
old w a r m o n g e r s that m a d e this season so 
successful. For example, Mitesh Jalota b e c a m e 
the top goalscorer in the school and captain Ed 
Freeman 's control of all the games from the 
hear t of midfield was masterful. Let us not 
forget the contr ibut ion of our coach Mr Rees, 
whose inspirational half-time t eam talks and 
match-winning tactics were so crucial in those 
t imes of need. 

Ed Freeman 

4th XI Hockey 
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U15A 
The U15As had a very successful season this year. 

With Mr Lye at the he lm and Will Murphey as 
captain, the t eam went from strength to strength, 
eventual ly defeating our arch rivais Warwick on their 
h o m e ground after a humil ia t ing defeat by t h e m early 
in the season, and securing a nail-biting 2-2 draw 
against Solihull. I enjoyed watching the t eam grow in 
spirit, character and skill as the season progressed, 
and m a n y players emerged to p rominence . Jon Botha 
shone once again through his c o m m i t m e n t and solid 
tackling, as did Vivek Balachandar and Sanjay Patel. 
We found aggression and dubious tackling skills in our 
sweeper David Arnold, and top goal scorer Ollie 
Adams showed flashes of brill iance, scoring from ail 
angles. 

Thanks mus t go to everyone in the t eam for their 
hard work and their help in making the season so 
successful, and to Mr Lye for his support and dévotion 
to the team. 

Will Murphey 

VISA Hockey 

U15B 

The U15B t eam had an interest ing season. We 
played eight, won four, drew one and lost three . 
Overall we played some good hockey, but we gave 
away some games which we could have won. Against 
Solihull we were 2-1 u p unti l careless defending m e a n t 
that they scored with only a few seconds remain ing . 
However, towards the end of the season we realised 
that we couldn' t win without put t ing plenty of effort 
in, and we won our last three games 2-0, 2-1 and 4-0. 

Notable per formances came from Vishal Banerjee, 
A m a n d e e p Khaira, Mo Usman, Tom Burn and Nick 
Waddell, bu t the whole t eam often played well and the 
season was good fun. Special thanks mus t go to Mr 
Lye and Mr Stead, who coached us and took us to the 
away games. Thanks and well done also to everyone 
who took part in the games and practices. 

Tom Burn 

kl 

111 SB Hockey 

U14A 
The season began with some embarrass ing defeats, 

such as the ma tch against Q u e e n Mary's G r a m m a r 
School which we lost 7-0. However, we t rained hard 
and later in the season bea t Evesham 5-0 thanks to our 
two strikers, Hugh Davenpor t and Daniel Neale. We 
have batt led hard in ail of our matches bu t in some 
were very unlucky. This was part icularly the case 
against Queen Mary's G r a m m a r School for the second 
t ime, a match drawn in the last minute . Overall, the 
t eam has improved over the season. Special men t ion 
m u s t go to Pascal F r ench (who h a s p layed in 
n u m e r o u s positions). Our goalies, Jack Davenport , 
Matt King and Charles Morton, have put in a great deal 
of effort as well. 

Simon Clapham 
14A Hockey 
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U14B 

Our first season of Hockey was somewhat mixed. 
All our hard training over the Autumn and Spring 
Terms procured only a single victory this season, 
against Q u e e n Mary 's Walsall on a hard-fought 
Thursday night. Over the course of the season we also 
played Loughborough and Wolverhampton. Special 
men t ions should go to Charles Morton, a goalkeeper of 
the highest calibre, and also Matthew While, a vital 
player in our win against Queen Mary's. 

Richard Johnstone 

U14B Hockey 

This year 's squad contained a n u m b e r of ta lented 
players but, largely owing to our inexperience, we 
failed to set the world on fire. It was a young squad, as 
almost half of the school's serious Fives players had 
left at the end of 2001-2002; only one Senior pair 
remained . The undeniable highlight of the season was 
the performance of the U16 1st pair of Harjit Bhogal 
and Hassan Bhatti, who progressed well through the 
national compet i t ion before being bea ten by a very 
strong Shrewsbury side. My thanks mus t go to the staff 
for keeping Fives alive at school and to our new coach 
James , who has settled in well and has b e e n a great 
help to everybody. Given ano ther year of experience, 
KES's Fives t eams will have the potential to rise from 
obscurity and b e c o m e a force to be reckoned with. 

Neil Curtis 

Cross Country 

This season was ano ther successful one for the 
Senior Cross-Country team. The option cont inues to 
grow, to the extent that m a n y runne r s had to be left at 

school for away fixtures, as there was not enough room 
in the mini-bus! Yet I a m writ ing this report wi th a 
distinct feeling of deja vu, because for the third season 
in a row we have finished 2nd in the Birmingham 
Schools' League. In fact, if you men t ion the word 
"Newcastle" to a m e m b e r of the Cross-Country faithful 
he will probably break down in devastated rage! This 
year 's was one of the closest fought contests in the 
history of the event, as after 11 league races Newcastle 
and KES wen t into the decisive Sutton Park race equal 
on points. However the gods were not smiling on the 
Cross-Country faithful and we came 2nd by eight 
places. 

As captain I would have liked to say that I led the 
t eam from the front. Sadly for me, this was not the 
case. Thanks to David Woods the t eam approached 
every fixture in the knowledge that we already had 
first place secured. David won every league race he 
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ran in and in doing so b e c a m e the first KES boy to win 
the overall individual league championsh ip . He also 
represen ted the West Midlands in a year in which they 
won the National Competi t ion. However, this was not 
a one -man show, with Ben Oldham and Vikram 
Balachander proving invaluable m e m b e r s of the A-
team. 

All that is left to be said is to thank Dr Bridges and 
Mr Stead for driving the mini-bus, and the team, for yet 
ano ther year. Thanks also to Eugene, the team's iconic 
mascot, en te r ta iner and C-team captain: those long 
j ou rneys would not have b e e n the same wi thout your 

array of impress ions of m e m b e r s of staff. 
The younger boys also had a successful season. 

Early in the year, Greg Divall led his Jun io r t eam to 
first place in the first round of the Schools Cup, and 
they narrowly missed out on qualifying for the final. 
T h e n , in the end of season B i rmingham 
Championships , the Under-14s won, with Divall and 
Ajay Mohite first and second, and the Under-16s won, 
with David Woods finishing first. Divall represen ted 
the West Midlands, and was ranked second nationally 
in his age group. 

Tim Wallis 

Golf 
Golf Tfeam vs The Old Boys 

We knew that it was going to be hard to emula te last 
yea r ' s e m p h a t i c 3-1 victory against the Old 
Edwardians. This year 's t e am wasn' t as strong as the 
previous year's, owing to the absence of Mr Roll and 
one or two Sixth formers. One mus t also acknowledge 
the massive blow of losing Tiger Tinley to the Old 
Edwardians to m a k e up their numbers . 

As the ma tches got u n d e r way, nerves seemed to be 
affecting some of the golfers' play. The first pair, Ed 
Graham and Luke Bell, made a confident start bu t soon 
lost their way, s lumping to a 4&3 defeat. On the other 
h a n d a convincing win for Mr Dancey and J a m e s 
Neale m e a n t tha t - the icompet i t idn as a whole was in 
the balance. After--B-hßfle^we were down in all of the 

%\ 

other three matches . But Mr Tinley and his pa r tne r 
managed to lose by 1 hole, after being 4 up at the 
halfway stage. Very unselfish of h im! There was 
part icularly good play from J a m e s Mann, who drove 
the par 4, 16th hole. This m e a n t that we were 2-1 up . 
But unfor tunate ly we failed to pick up any points in 
the other matches , which involved Mr Everest (who 
will be on the other side next year) and Rob Hollyhead 
in one pair, and Nick Parton and Oily Cooper in the 
other. 

A good standard of play was seen throughout and 
the compet i t ion was played in the best of spirits. 
Hopefully, next year we can take back the crown and 
also organise some fixtures against o ther schools. 

James Neale 

Water Polo 
Once a g a i ^ ^ / a t e r ^ ^ t o has secured a position as 

the school's m o s F successful sport. Following last 
year 's defeat of King's Gran tham in the Final of the 
U19 English Schools' National competi t ion, the cur ren t 
ba tch of stars m a d e their way to a local pool in Walsall 
for the 2003 Finals day. It was to be a day of mixed 
fortunes, ranging from the subl ime to the ridiculous. 

We were d rawn against Trinity School, Croydon, the 
2001 champions , in the semi-final. It was no surprise 
w h e n the game tu rned out to be fairly close. However, 
KES prevailed 13-9 after a very impressive display in 
the first half, part icularly from Ed Freeman and the 
ever- improving J a m e s Paterson. The play in the first 
half was so good that we could almost afford to fall 
asleep in the second half: bu t a degree of stoic 
defending was required and every player gave his all, 
including some youngsters blooded for future years . 

In the Final we came u p against a Bolton side, 
which boasted 8 in ternat ional players, compared to 
our meas ly 3. We were wary of a huge defeat, as their 
U16 t eam had just won their Final 20-0 and their U19 
t e a m had won their semi 22-3 against last years 
runners -up . However, w h e n the first goal wen t in from 

Alex Boyle and a penal ty from Ed Freeman (past the 
GB goalie!) rocked the goal back a couple of feet, it 
began to look like a close game. By the end of the first 
half, despite ano ther great goal from Ed, it was 7-3 and, 
unfortunately, we didn't score again. Our lack of 
fitness was evident for everyone to see. The game 
ended 16-3 and KES came second in the country, 
which is a great feat for a t e a m with no recognised 
Water Polo coach. 

Also, this year saw the emergence of a few younger 
players, such as Ian Sheldrake and Miles Benjamin, 
who will probably be a feature of the U19 squad for 
years to come. If there were an award for most 
improved player, J a m e s Paterson would pick it up, as 
this year he has shown a great desire and drive for the 
game. With undoubted ly the best keeper in the game 
never to a t tend an England trial, an internat ional ly 
recognised sporting star and the stoic hear t of the t e a m 
all leaving this year, pe rhaps the glory days of KES 
Water Polo are over for a spell. However, as Ed and 
Mitesh h a n d the re ins over to J a m e s Paterson and Alex 
Boyle, I hope that swimming and Water Polo cont inue 
to flourish. 

Ed Freeman 
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