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O.E. MEMBERSHIP
The Old Edwardians' Association exists primarily t o maintain
touch between t h e School and Old Boys and contacts between Old
Boys of different periods.
This purpose is served mainly through Honorary Membership,
which carries with it the right to wear Old Edwardians' colours and to
receive twice a year t h e Old Edw/rdinns' Gazette, with news of the
School and of Old Edwardians.
The Association exists in t h e second place—a function whose
importance has increased now the School is no longer in New Street—
to provide a centre for Old Edwardians. The aim of t h e Association
is t h a t Old Boys living in Birmingham or passing through Birmingham
may be able t o meet friends in the Club Rooms—which provide all the
amenities of t h e Ordinary Social Club.
To attain this end there must be a large Membership, apart from
Honorary Membership, a membership of Old Boys using the Club
Rooms. To secure this, t h e cost of full membership is carefully
graduated.
The following is a list of t h e grades of Membership with the
subscriptions :
CLASSES GF MEMBERSHIP
For Members residing within 25 miles of the Club
Building
But until the expiration of three years from the
date of leaving School
and then for the next 7 years

Country Members
Members at a Residential University
Honorary Members

£3

3 0

1 1
2 2
0 10
C 10
0 5

0
0
6
6
0

NOTE.-—These amounts are reduced by half to Members joining
after 1st July in any year, except in the case of Honorary Members,
whose subscriptions are payable in full a t any time.
W. E . CROWTHER,
K. B. TAYLOR,
joint Hon. Sees.
KING EDWARD'S SCHOOL CLUB
HONORARY

MEMBERSHIP

OF THE SCHOOL CLUB

(which

includes

a

subscription to the SCHOOL CHRONICLE) is open to all Old Edwardians
and to parents of boys in the School, and friends of t h e School, a t a
subscription of not less than five shillings per annum. I t affords to
Old Boys a means of keeping in touch with the School and a t the same
time of giving support to the School Club. Subscriptions should be
made payable to " K.E. High School Club," and sent to the Hon.
Treasurer at the School.
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EDITORIAL
The Mask of Hopelessness
I T was a dismal evening. The chimneys
stretched their black, jagged talons across a
leaden sky, and from the factory ten
thousand weary feet trudged homeward. It
was a dismal evening. From the hoardings
the tattered posters looked down with
hollow sententiousness, at once Olympian and
apologetic. But no-one raised their eyes to
read their message. The faces of these men
and women were unsmiling, as each lost its
individuality in the intermingling throng.
The grimy pallor of their features, the pallid
grime of the great city merged in one.
Fatigue showed about their eyes, and
hopelessness.
" Yes," he remarked, " hopelessness. But
why not ? They can look forward to nothing
but the peace of the grave in this age of
perplexity, and for all of us the future wears
a grim frown. The god of materialism, either
in wrath or in weakness, has failed, has
escaped from Man's control. Where are the
ideals of yesterday ? Gone. Hope has died
in the world." I t was a dismal evening.
And when he had gone his way, I paused
for a moment to consider what he had said.
" Hope has died in the world . . ." But
why ? " The letter fails and systems fall "
and the old order yields to the new.
Civilizations, political and scientific theories—
all come crashing to the ground.
And
disillusionment kills hope. Nowhere can we
find security when life moves so rapidly, like
shifting sands beneath our feet. Ever faster
the eternal wheel revolves, and the old order
yields to the new.
In our own little academic world it is the
same. We are instinctively reluctant to face
what is new, and yet we must, for here
stagnation means death. We know t h a t in a
school the process of regeneration is perpetual,
and yet it is hard to realize t h a t our old order
was once thought new. In 1848, just a
century ago, James Prince Lee surrendered his
headmastership to Edwin Hamilton Gifford.
To-day another name is graven on the list.
The men and boys who pass through the
School may enrich its great history b u t they
cannot destroy its deep, fundamental spirit.
I t is this great spirit in life which can give
security and hope, a trust in t h a t which
endures.
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The leaden shroud lifted for a moment in
the west, and the blazing aurora of the sinking
copper sun shot one last golden arrow into
the grey vault of heaven. The mask had
fallen.
G.F.B.L.

NOTES AND NEWS
O N December 17th, 1947, it was announced
that the Head Master had accepted his
appointment as Vice-Chancellor of t h e
University of Leeds, and would take up t h a t
office on "October 1st this year. We wish to
express our regret t h a t Mr. Morris is leaving
the School, and to wish him success in his
new appointment.
On March 20th, it was announced t h a t
T. E. B. Howarth, Esq., B.A. of Winchester
College had been appointed Head Master in
succession to Mr. Morris. Mr. Howarth was
introduced to the School on Wednesday,
May 26th, and will assume office at the
beginning of the Autumn Term.
On Monday, April 26th, the School was
granted a half-holiday in honour of t h e
Silver Wedding Anniversary of Their
Majesties the King and Queen.
On Tuesday, May 11th, the School was
granted a holiday on the occasion of Their
Majesties' visit to the City of Birmingham.
The Lord Mayor of Birmingham, Councillor
(now Alderman) J. C. Burman, and the Lady
Mayoress visited the School on Tuesday,
September 30th.
The School Play this year was " Macbeth,"
and three performances were given on the
nights of February 5th, 6th and 7th.
The Athletic Sports were held on Saturday,
March 20th, and were won by Mr. Leeds'
House.
The J.T.C. Gymkhana was held on
Saturday, May 8th, and was won by Mr.
Burgess' House.
On April 20th, the General Committee of
the School Club adopted a resolution to make
Lawn Tennis an official School activity.
A sub-committee was elected, with J. G.
Harrison as Captain.
The first meeting of the new Music Circle
was held on Friday, May 7th, in the Music
Room of the Head Master's house adjoining
the new playing fields.
A new annual prize to the value of £5 in
books, the Hales Prize for Oratory, has been
instituted.
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The new playing-fields have greatly enhanced the view of the School from the east
side. The transformation was wrought with
no little uproar, and the grass appeared on
Wednesday, May 12th after a notable
thunderstorm.
We note with gratitude the new stainedglass window in the Dining Hall, for which we
thank Mr. F. H. Viney, a Governor of the
School, who has undertaken the decoration
of the Hall at his own expense.
We note, too, the oak-panelling in the
course of construction in the Notice Hall,
and hope t h a t this may hide its hitherto
stark and utilitarian appearance.
The School Photograph was taken on
Friday, May 7th in bright sunshine.
The School contributed £26 Is. 4d. to the
sum of ^175 realized by the appeal of the
Birmingham University Guild of Undergraduates for the Lord Mayor's Fund in aid
of the United Nations' Appeal for Children.
We regret that, owing to his close connection
with the CHRONICLE, we omitted to congratulate Mr. T. C. Burgess at the beginning
of the year, when he was appointed Housemaster in succession to Mr. Cooper. His
House (Yellow) was throughout the war
Mr. Roberts', who took over from Mr. Lean.
We congratulate :
J. M. B. Moss on being elected to a Major
Scholarship in Science at Trinity College,
Cambridge.
K. Pearce on being elected to an Open
Scholarship in Classics at Worcester College,
Oxford.
C. R. Pendleton on being elected to an
Open Exhibition in History at Christ Church,
Oxford.
C. R. Reese on being elected to a Major
Scholarship in Science at St. John's College,
Cambridge.
We congratulate Fit./Sgt. J. R. Harrison
and Sgt. R. M. Cook of the A.T.C. on being
chosen to fly to Kenya and to Iraq, and on
their safe return.
We also congratulate Fit. /Sgt. J. R.
Harrison on being awarded the Knight
Memorial Medal for t h e A.T.C, and UnderOfficer T. T. Gatty on being awarded the
Medal for the J.T.C.
We congratulate J. B. Ludlow, Secretary
of the Musical Society, on being appointed
the first leader of the National Youth
Orchestra of Great Britain at the Bath
Festival this year.
We welcome back to School after a serious,
b u t successful operation, Mr. F. J. Williams.
We trust t h a t his resignation from the
J . T . C , of which he was the Commanding
Officer, will leave him more time for the
enjoyment of music.
We also welcome back Mr. G. A. Sheldon
after a term's absence on account of illhealth.

We regret to announce that Mr. A. W.
Street, B.A., L.es L. is retiring at the end of
the term after thirty-six years with the School.
An appreciation appears elsewhere in the
CHRONICLE.

At Christmas we bade farewell to Mr.
Philip Cranmer, B.A., B.Mus., who left us
to join the B.B.C as official accompanist in
the Midland Region; and at Easter to
Mr. J. Ounsted, M.A., who left us to take up
his appointment as Head Master of Leighton
Park School, near Reading.
Mr. Ounsted joined the School in 1940
as a temporary master in Mathematics, but
his interests and learning were of the widest,
and Swimming, Chess, and the Literary
Society received his support. At the end of
the war he moved on to the permanent Staff,
b u t unfortunately this position proved
more temporary than his first. We wish
him the greatest success in his headmastership.
Mr. Cranmer's period with us proved
even more transitory. As the first full-time
Music master since the war, he made the
fullest use of his four terms here. Three
months after his departure his music to
" Macbeth " was setting the atmosphere for
the School Play. We expect to hear much
of him in the future.
In January we welcomed to the Science
Staff A. Meerendonk, Esq., M.A., B . S c ,
from Alleyn's School, Dulwich. Mr. Meerendonk is a Captain in the East Surrey
Regiment and he joins the J.T.C. with that
rank.
We also welcomed Dr. Willis Grant who
is combining the posts of Cathedral Organist
and Choirmaster with t h a t of Music master. '
In the course of the year, Mr. A. N. Willis
and Mr. B. A. Soltau have relinquished their
temporary posts in Classics and English
respectively.
At the end of the term we shall say
goodbye to Mr. G. R. V. Dowling, who returns
to Bickley Hall School, Kent, after a year
as Geography master. Once again we must
lament the transitory nature of his appointment, for by it we lose a valuable member of
the Staff. Future producers will not easily
reach the high standard of his production of
" Macbeth," and the Athletics Team will be
disappointed to lose so soon the help of a
former Midland Sprint Champion.
Mr. R. A. Waldron and Mr. S. E. Quincey
will relinquish at the end of the term their
temporary posts in Mathematics and Classics
respectively.
In September we shall welcome W. D .
Rees, Esq., M.A., of Bedford School in the
place of Mr. Street, and R. Cook, Esq., B.A.,
of Bristol Grammar School in the place of
Mr. Ounsted.
Flt./Lt. O. M. Mathews took command of
the School A.T.C. Flight last September
when F l t . / L t . W. Hall relinquished this post.
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Fives Captain, 1946-47 House P.T. Leader
1946-47.
(Dunt's)
Christmas, 1947:
R. G. MANNING (1941-47) ; Prefect, 1947 ;
School Shooting Colours, 1947-48 ; House
Shooting Captain, 1947-48 ; C.S.M. in J.T.C.,
1947.
(Leeds')
Easter, 1948 :
R. W. HEATH (1943-48) ; Prefect, 1946-48 ;
Vice-Captain and Secretary of Rugby Football, 1947-48 ; School Rugger Colours,
1946-47-48 ; Rugger 2nd XV Colours,
1946-47-48 ; Cricket 2nd X I Colours, 1947 :
Senior C.S.M., 1947-48.
(Burgess').
The following Prefects will be leaving a t
the end of the term :
J. R. HARRISON (1941-48) ;
Prefect,
1946-48 ; Captain of the School and General
Secretary, 1947-48 ; Captain of Swimming,
1947-48 ; School Swimming Colours, 1947-48 ;
Captain of Fives, 1947-48 ; School Fives
Colours, 1947-48 ; Second XV Colours,
1946-47-48 ; Recorder of the School Club,
1946-47 ; President of the Foundation
Conference, 1948 ; Flt./Sgt. in A.T.C.,
1947-48 ; House Secretary, 1947-48 ; House
Swimming Captain, 1946-47 ; House Fives
Captain, 1946-47 ; Knight Memorial Medal,
1948 ; State Scholar at St. John's College,
Cambridge.
(Burgess').
R. M. COOK (1942-48) ; Prefect, 1947-48 ;
Second XV Colours, 1947-48 ;
School
Shooting Colours, 1946-47-48; House Captain
of Swimming, 1947-48 ; House Captain of
Shooting, 1948.
(Leeds').
B. M. COOPER (1941-48) ; Prefect, 1947-48 ;
Captain of Rugby Football, 1947-48 ; School
Rugger Colours, 1946-47-48; Second X V
Colours, 1946-47-48 ; Captain of Athletics,
1948 ; School Athletics Colours, 1947-48 ;
Open Sports Champion, 1948 ; Intermediate
Sports Champion, 1946 ; House Captain of
Rugger, 1947-48 ; House Captain of Athletics, 1947-48 ; Captain of North Midlands
Schools Rugby XV, 1948.
(Leeds').
P. A. FELTHAM
(Leeds').
A. Y. DRUMMOND (1941-48) ; Prefect,
J. G. HARRISON : Vice-Captain of Cricket ;
1947-48 ; Secretary of the Scientific Society,
Captain of Tennis.
•
(Burgess'). 1947-48 ; City of Birmingham Major Scholar
I. R. MCCLELLAND.
(Leeds').
at Balliol College, Oxford.
(Leeds').
D. L. RIDOUT : School Librarian.
T. T. GATTY (1941-48) ; Prefect, 1947-48 ;
Senior C.S.M., 1948 ; Under-Officer, 1948 ;
(Copland's).
The following Prefects have left in the House Secretary, 1947-48 ; House Company
Commander, 1948 ; Knight Memorial Medal,
course of the year :
1948.
(Dunt's).
Summer, 1947 :
D. J. G. SELLS (1939-47) ; Prefect, 1945-47 ;
J. G. PARDOE (1940-48) ; Prefect, 1947-48 ;
Captain of Rugby Football, 1946-47 ; School Captain of Cricket, 1948; School Cricket
Rugger Colours, 1945-46-47 ; Second XV. Colours, 1947-48; School Cricket Blazer,
Colours, 1944-45-46-47 ; Cricket Blazer,
1947-48 ; Second X I Colours, 1945-46-47-48 ;
1946;
Second X I Colours, 1945-46-47 ; School Rugger Colours, 1947-48 ; Second X V
House Rugger Captain, 1945-46 ; Bache
Colours, 1947-48 ; School Athletics Colours,
Memorial Cup, 1947.
(Dunt's).
1948;
House Cricket Captain, 1946-47 ;
September, 1947 :
House Chess Captain, 1945-46-47. (Burgess').
J. H. TABBERER (1941-48) ;
Prefect,
J. A. MORGAN (1941-47) ; Prefect, 1947 ;
P-T. Leader, 1947 ; School Athletics Sec- 1947-48; School Cricket Colours, 1948;
retary, 1947 ; House Secretary, 1947 ; School Cricket Blazer, 1948; Second X I
House Athletics Captain, 1946-47 ; House Colours, 1947-48 ; Vice-Captain of Fives,

C. J. Lowing, R.S.M. has left the J.T.C.,
and J. Cotter, R.S.M., A.P.T.C. has joined
the Corps from Morpeth Grammar School.
We congratulate :
C. N. Buckley, P. A. Feltham, A. J. Homer,
P. Hutchings, B. Lobb, I. R. McClelland,
R. M. N. Molesworth and J. G. Pardoe on
being awarded School Rugger Colours.
Also J. R. Harrison on being re-awarded
2nd XV. Colours ; and R. M. Cook, J. D.
Mountford, C. F . C. Oerton, B. W. Tanner,
C. M. Thomas, and A. J. Wainwright on
being awarded 2nd XV. Colours.
Also J. G. Harrison and J. R. Charlesworth
on being re-awarded School Cricket Colours ;
and J. A. M. Harrod, P. Hutchings, B. Lobb
and J. H. Tabberer on being awarded School
Cricket Colours.
Also J. A. M. Harrod, B. C. Hobbs,
A. J. Homer, P . Hutchings, B. Lobb,
I. R. McClelland and J. H. Tabberer on being
awarded School Cricket Blazers.
Also P. A. Gough on being awarded 2nd
XL Colours.
Also B. A. Hiscox, P. A. Feltham, J. R.
Heron, B. Lobb, I. R. McClelland, J. G.
Pardoe, K. C. P . Waldron, and J. Waterhouse
on being awarded School Athletics Colours.
Also J. R. Harrison, L. J. Lawson and A. J.
Ireland on being re-awarded School Swimming
Colours.
Also L. E. R. Hall and G. A. Allcott on
being re-awarded School Shooting Colours,
and R. N . Britton, J. B. Gopsill, J. A. Broadhurst and M. C. Jones on being awarded
School Shooting Colours.
Also J. R. Harrison on being awarded School
Fives Colours.
Also J. Alexander and S. Rosenthal on
being re-awarded School Chess Colours;
and M. N . Barker, R. T. Harrison and
E. Watson on being awarded School Chess
Colours.
The following were appointed Prefects at
the beginning of term :

1947-48 ; House Cricket Captain, 1948;
House Fives Captain, 1946-47-48.
(Copland's).
P. E. TIDSALL (1942-48) ; Prefect, 1947-48 ;
G.Q.M. in Scouts, 1947-48 ; Troop Leader,
1947-48.
(Copland's).
P. A. FELTHAM (1947-48) ; Prefect, 1948 ;
School Rugger Colours, 1947-48 ; Second XV
Colours, 1947-48 ; School Athletics Colours,
1947-48.
(Leeds').
J. G. HARRISON (1941-48) ; Prefect, 1948;
Captain of Tennis, 1948; Vice-Captain of
Cricket, 1948 ; School Cricket Colours, 194748;
School Cricket Blazer, 1946-47-48;
Second X I Colours, 1944-45-46-47-48; School
Shooting Colours, 1947-48 ; House Captain
of Cricket, 1948 ; House Captain of Shooting,
1946-47.
(Burgess').
Air Commodore Robert Cecil Wansborough,
war-time radar expert, has been appointed
Director of Radio, Air Ministry.
Air
Commodore Wansborough left the School in
1911, joined the Army in 1914, and transferred to the R.F.C. the following year.
Alderman Harrison Barrow retires from the
City Council at the end of this year. A
luncheon in his honour was given by the
Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress on Thursday,
May 27th to commemorate his fifty years of
service on the Council. Alderman Barrow
has been a Governor of the School for many
years.
Sir Arthur Smout, who left School in 1904,
has been elected President of the Institute
of Metals. During the war he was Director
General of Ammunition to the Minister of
Supply, and received his knighthood two
years ago.
Dr. W. H. Tandy has been adopted as the
prospective Liberal candidate for the Forest
of Dean.
The inaugural meeting of t h e re-formed
Genista Club was held in Oxford on June 10th,
when t h e following officers were elected :
President, H. M. Ballance ; Secretary,
J. J. Pearce ; Treasurer, A. D. Dalman.
We congratulate R. J . J . Hamblin, Esq.,
O.E., on being elected President of the Guild
of Undergraduates of Birmingham University
for the year 1948-49.

his city parish to become vicar of Cofton
Hackett, and finally retired in 1939. His
many administrative positions in the city
included those of Chairman of the Birmingham Board of Guardians, and Chairman of
the Central Relief Committee—offices which
attest his vigour as a social worker. After
leaving School for Oxford, he was ordained
in 1893. We extend our sympathy to his
relatives.
Oliver Lucas, Esq.
The death of Mr. Oliver Lucas, joint
managing-director of Joseph Lucas, Ltd.,
Birmingham, took place suddenly in Nassau,
Bahamas, on March 20th. Mr. Lucas left
School in 1907 and joined the firm founded
b y his grandfather. While serving in France
during the Great War, he designed the
" O.L." infantry daylight signalling lamp,
and later was responsible for the development
in this country of the fuel injection pump.
I n t h e Second World W a r he served as
Director of Research and Development to
,Lord Beaverbrook, Minister of Supply.
He was fifty-six.
H. E. Berthon, Esq.
From Oxford we hear of the death of
M. H. E. Berthon, who has been described
as the doyen of French teachers in this
country. M. Berthon was French master at
K.E.S. from 1890 to 1895. In 1897 he
became Taylorian Teacher of French at
Oxford, and later was French tutor to Edward,
Prince of Wales. He was eighty-six.
Sir Harry Hands
From Capetown we hear of the death at
the age of eightv-seven of Sir Harry Hands,
who was at New Street in .1876. In 1881 he
went to South Africa and married there five
years later. He was Mayor of Capetown in
1912-13, and Mayor of Greater Capetown
from 1916 to 1918'. In 1919 he was made a
Knight of the British Empire.

C. R. MORRIS
An Appreciation
A T the end of this term we shall have to say
goodbye to Mr. C. R. Morris, who, after all
too short a time with us, leaves K.E.S. to
become the Vice-Chancellor of the University
of Leeds.
Though he was appointed to succeed
Mr. England as Head Master in the early
summer of 1941, it was not till September,
1943, t h a t Mr. Morris, released at last by the
Ministry of Production, took up his office.
This was a critical moment in the history of
the. School. Together with the community it
had suffered from four years of war, standards

OBITUARY
Canon G. E. Badger
The death of Canon Badger deprives the
diocese of Birmingham of a staunch worker
and the School of an old friend. Almost his
whole life was devoted to the service of the
Church in Birmingham. From 1900 t o 1933
he was vicar of Bishop Ryder's Church ; in
1920 he, was made an Honorary Canon of
Birmingham Cathedral, and was Rural Dean
of Birmingham Central from 1925 to 1933.
In that year, at the age of sixty-five, he left
4

of behaviour and of scholarship had
deteriorated, the new buildings were substantially complete but there was still much
" making-do," and the Education Act of
1944, with all t h a t it might involve for
K.E.S., was taking shape. '
In the five years which have elapsed since
t h a t time, much has been done to set up
fresh standards and to create a new
corporate spirit in the School. Progress,
inspired primarily by the influence of the
Head Master, has been real and steady, though
seldom speedy enough to satisfy his urgent
wish. In the same period, many additions
have been made to the amenities of the
buildings and their surroundings, each
improvement making its call on the care and
providence of the Head Master.
In one of his early speeches at the School,
Mr. Morris talked of the need for energy and
for versatility. He may fairly claim to have
acted upon his own precepts, for he has
found time to make contact with the
majority of boys' parents through the
institution of Parents' Days, and with Old
Edwardians at the Club and at O.E. dinners.
He has fostered the connexions between the
schools of the Foundation and instituted the
annual conference of members of their
sixth forms. He helped to establish and
became the first President of the Birmingham
Branch of the Council for Education in
World Citizenship, a body which arranges,
inter alia, an annual conference for senior
pupils of Secondary Schools. He took a
large part in the preparation of the
programmes for both of these conferences,
and the task of enlisting the services of
visiting speakers was in his hands.
Mr. Morris has carried the name of the
School beyond local boundaries, not only
when working on committees of the Head
Masters' Conference and acting as the Head
Masters' representative on the Burnham
Committee, but also when advising a committee of the Civil Service Commission and
serving as Chairman of the Government
'Working Party on Jewellery. In his spare
time he enjoys a little singing with the
Birmingham Citv Choir—energy and versaay
tility !
I t seems certain, however, t h a t what will
be regarded as Mr. Morris' chief service to
the School will be his sure guidance during
its transition under the Education Act of
1944 from its former status as partly aided
by the local education authority to its new
status as a direct grant school." The Head
Master's wide comprehension of possibilities
and probabilities, his tact and negotiating
ability, and his knowedge of methods and
persons in Whitehall were of great value in
effecting the change in a manner which left
unspoiled the close and happv relationship
between the Governors and the Civic
Authorities.

By his Staff Mr. Morris will be remembered
for kindliness, sympathy, and wit, his pride
in the School, and his constant desire to do
great things for it. We all hope that both
he and Mrs. Morris may enjoy the best of
health and find further success and fresh
happiness in their new sphere.
E.V.S.
" A VIGOROUS PERSONALITY "
From Winchester College we have received
this personal appreciation of Mr, T. E. B.
Howarth by one of his colleagues on the Staff:
" Mr. T. E. B. Howarth, who is leaving
Winchester in September to become Head
Master of King Edward's School, Birmingham,
is one of the most vigorous personalities in
English education. I t is not long since
another Winchester master, Dr. Eric James,
was made High Master of Manchester
Grammar School, and the two men are not
only intimate friends, but belong to the same
school in more than one sense of the word.
They bring to their jobs a freshness and drive,
coupled with a depth of understanding of the
men and boys with whom they are concerned,
which marks them out as head masters of
exceptional quality.
" Howarth's war career was a brilliant one,
and it is known t h a t the C.I.G.S. formed a
high opinion of him. What he liked, no
doubt, was in the first place Howarth's
integrity. Secondly, it was his energy and
vitality, and thirdly, the keenness of his
intellect, which cuts through shams without
mercy and grasps with extraordinary quickness the real causes involved in a problem.
As may be expected, he has a great following
both in the School and among the Staff a t
Winchester.
His division on the " B "
ladder (the Modern Languages and History
ladder) is considered to be one of the most
invigorating in the School, for he is a
magnificent teacher. Outside the classroom
and off the playing-fields, he has made his
mark as a producer of plays, and his recent
production of Ibsen's " Wild Duck " is one
which will long be remembered as not only
the most ambitious, but among the most
successful productions at Winchester. He
will be a very great loss to Winchester, where
his friends and pupils look forward with
confidence to hearing t h a t he is achieving, in
the wider sphere of his headmastership,
something of exceptional value."

A. W. STREET
Thirty-six Years at K.E.S.
AT the end of this term we shall be sorry to
say goodbye to Mr. A. W. Street, who will be
retiring after thirty-six years as a member of
5

the Common Room. During his long period
of service the changes in the School have been
many, and he has seen his own subject—
French—rise from a very humble position to
one of considerable importance in the School's
curriculum.
Mr. Street was a boy a t Portsmouth
School, where he captained the Soccer XI
and played Cricket with some distinction.
After leaving Portsmouth, he taught in
private schools for a few years and spent his
leisure hours in study for the degree which he
took at London University. Later he joined
the staff of All Hallow's, Honiton, and in due
course became Second Master a t Wantage.
After a short period at Ripon he decided
to continue his French studies, and went to
Paris, where he spent two years working for
his degree of " Licencie-es-Lettres."
He
taught for a while at Downside and then, in
1912, came to K.E.S. Those of us who were
his pupils in the old building in New Street
will long remember the resonance of his
voice as it echoed up and down the winding
stairway leading to his room, an oddlyshaped and almost inaccessible cell from which
he waged a successful battle against the
noise of the trains in the L.M.S. station.
We shall remember too the respect he
instilled into us for the grammatical niceties
of the French language. Nothing less than
complete accuracy would ever satisfy him,
and his store of examples of the finer points
of French grammar was something at which
we never ceased to marvel. As an analytical
scholar of French he was unsurpassed ; his
equals, if indeed they exist on this side of the
Channel, must be few in number.
During his years at K.E.S. he took a great
interest in the Officers' Training Corps—even
to-day many of us think of him as " Captain "
Street—and from 1924 until shortly before
t h e outbreak of the last war he frequently
took parties of boys to the Continent during
the school holidays. In 1945 a serious illness
forced him to be absent for a long period, and
since his return ill-health has prevented him
from taking a large part in the activities of
the School. He tells us t h a t he hopes to
settle somewhere in the South of England,
not too far from the sea, and into retirement,
we may assure him, he will carry the best
wishes of his colleagues on the Staff and of the
large body of O.E.s and members of the
School who have become his friends.
V.J.B.

working-party, and with the help of the
accomplished Mr. Alan Ayres and his
" Ants in his pants " band, a flag-decked
Big School, and a highly-polished floor, the
evening was an immeasurable success.
Many members of the School were almost
unrecognizable beneath the weight of heavy
gold cuff-links and starched shirts, together
with their dude Savile Row evening attire,
and their partners in exquisite, and not so
exquisite, evening gowns.
The lighting was dark, and it took a sharpeyed and well-directed spotlight to unearth
all t h a t was going on, especially in one corner
where certain social rebels murmured from
under the voluminous folds of their scarves.
The occasion was one of reunion, and many
old faces were seen appearing and disappearing
in the murk of midnight.
The Sports Dance was a much more sober
affair, although it had its highlights for
certain Sixth-Formers, who were unable to
repel the magnetic attraction of the Natural
History Museum and the J.T.C. Headquarters. This was certainly the first time
t h a t Big School had been graced by the New
Look from the Girls' School.
But we cannot end this report without
thanking the Head Master for letting us use
Big School, and Miss Winfield for providing us
with refreshments in a re-arranged dininghall.
The real behind-the-scenes man,
however, was Mr. Kelly who provided a fund
of ideas and spent a lot of his time in cleaning
and decorating Big School. For his contribution we thank him very much.
We hope that in the future the New Year's
Eve Dance at least will become a permanent
fixture, providing another social function to
lighten the burden of essays and examinations, and one more occasion to exhibit the
School of which we are all so very proud.
B.M.C.
" MACBETH "
T H E School Plav, " Macbeth," was performed
in Big School "on the 5th, 6th and 7th of
February. Of this production, Mr. B. A.
Soltau writes :
" ' Macbeth ' has been much in the public
eye recently, with two notable productions
in the theatre and one on the air. Those
who were lucky enough to have seen or heard
them came to the School Play with more
rather than less relish. The treasures of a
Shakespearean tragedy are not exhausted at
one hearing, and every interpretation adds
something to our conception of ' this dead
butcher and his fiend-like queen ' and of the
atmosphere of blood and darkness in which
their storv is plaved out.
Perhaps the
outstanding feature of Mr. G. R. V. Dowling's
production was the excellence of the scenery
and staging, the series of pictures which it

DECEMBER 31st and MARCH 20th
BOTH the Prefects' Dance, held on NewYear's Eve, and the Sports Dance on March
20th, proved to be most enjoyable though
financially they were " a dead loss."
The Prefects' Dance was conceived in a
grandiose style by the small " P.R."
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presented to the eye. Our first glimpse of the
witches, their robes flying in the filthy air
against a background of scudding clouds and
amidst the echoes of thunder and tearing
winds ; the rich colours of the banqueting
scene, the blood-red cloth spread for the
guests of murderous Macbeth and for t h a t
other who failed not the feast; the light and
freshness of the English landscape which
formed a background to the deliberation of
Malcolm and Macduff ; Lady Macbeth's
taper slowly descending the stair against a
soft night sky in a silence broken only by
the hoot of an owl—these remain in the
memory.
" M. Van Ments' Macbeth had many fine
moments but he never quite convinced us of
the noble soul which is gradually possessed
by evil. There was little of Bellona's bridegroom, of the martial warrior in his figure,
and his courage broke almost before the first
onslaught. As an actor he has a limited
range and he would have done well to have
kept something in reserve for his later
outbursts, instead of pulling out all the stops
in the earlier scenes. The dagger speech was
convincing, though slightly overplayed, for
here surely Macbeth is settled and bent up,
and his horrible imaginings do little to shake
his purpose. He was at his best in the
anxious irritation of the last act, chivvying
his servants, rounding on the messenger and
browbeating the doctor. The famous soliloquy on the death of his wife was delivered
with a sense, of timing and a catch in the
voice that held the audience more surely
than his earlier ravings.
" G. F . B. Laughland's Lady Macbeth was
an outstanding performance. From his first
entry reading the letter he was never at
fault. Here was a fell purpose goading into
sin, and the harsh ring of the voice left no
doubt of the iron will behind the woman's
garb. ' Come you spirits . . . unsex me here '
was no play-acting but a deliberate invocation
of evil, an evil which sustained her when her
husband faltered and carried him through the
crisis of discovery. In the banqueting scene
she alone kept her self-command amidst the
most admired disorder and beneath the urgent
tone of her upbraidings we caught the note of
anxiety lest the crime should be unmasked.
And when the iron will did break and sleep
revealed the questionings of conscience, the
frail figure in her white nightgown amazed
and fascinated us, as it did the sententious
doctor. ' Look . . . not . . . so . . . pale '—the
monosyllables were wrung from a heart t h a t
was indeed sorely charged. The repetitious,
so difficult to manage, ' come, come, come . . .
to bed, to bed, to bed,' fell naturally from
her lips, and the whole scene was tense and
gripping.
The wholesome tones of the
Gentlewoman (J. M. S. Arnott) reminded us
of a saner world and threw into relief the
troubled utterances of her mistress.

" Of the many noblemen who adorn t h e
play and whose characters Shakespeare has
only adumbrated for us, M. V. Gosney's
Macduff was the most impressive. A worthy
antagonist for Macbeth, he had an imposing
presence and urgency in his speech, and he
both felt and disputed like a man the news
of the slaughter of his wife and babes. This
whole incident was well-managed, and Ross's
reluctance to divulge his news, his halfhearted denial and subsequent unburdening
were well conveyed by K. Pearce.
" C. C. G. Rawll as Banquo was never
wholly at ease, and his peevish tone gave the
impression t h a t he was chiding Macbeth as
well as the weird sisters, and knew too much
about the end of the play. We liked him
better as a ghost. J. A. M. Harrod's Porter
was amusing and well-conceived. There was
a refreshing spontaneity and leisureliness
about the speech and he deserved his laughs.
" Whatever problems of interpretation the
weird sisters may present to learned editors,
we were left in no doubt t h a t for this
occasion they were of the earth, earthy.
These cackling hags came straight from the
pages of Ainsworth, and we were surprised
at their power to conjure up such formidable
apparitions. G. K. Barker's voice had a
sinister ring about it, while R. M. Wilkinson
and B. Spencer kept up a piercing falsetto
which made our own throats ache.
• " Duncan (J. D. Mountford) was gentle
and dignified, and his gracious, unassuming
ways underlined the deep damnation of his
taking off. But would such a man have
remained indifferent to Malcolm's touching
account of Cawdor's death ?
Malcolm
(D. L. Ridout) lacked something of princely
bearing but his lines were well-spoken and
he was an admirable foil to Macduff. D. A.
Collis's Sergeant was energetically eloquent
and only remembered his gashes when he
paused for breath.
" Every word of the play was audible
from the most distant recesses of Big School,
and where there was little opportunity for
characterization there was always clear
diction and appropriate gesture. The younger
members of the cast in the roles of attendants
and messengers were nimble, decorative and
suitably deferential.
" Mr. Philip Cranmer's music, which
preceded the more macabre scenes, produced
by its unusual rhythms, strange harmonies
and its range of tone, from a lonely oboe to
the full strains of organ and orchestra, a
suitable atmosphere of thrill and horror.
The overture to the sleep-walking scene, with
its mournful, rhythmic beat and chromatic
rippling up to a sustained shriek, was
particularly effective.
" The virtue of a school play lies in the
number of boys who are incidentallv
employed both behind and in front of the
stage, and it would be ungracious not t o
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congratulate all those, both named and
unnamed, who contributed to a smooth and
memorable performance. Only Mr. Dowling
and others who have produced school plays
know the amount of time, thought and work
t h a t goes to such a production.
Labor
perfecit opus.
Achievement is its own
reward, b u t we would add our measure of
thanks and appreciation to him and to his
many helpers on the Staff."

THE CHANNEL ISLANDS, 1948
I N view of the restrictions on travel to the
Continent, the School was obliged this year
to look elsewhere for a suitable resort for the
annual overseas visit.
Undoubtedly, no
better choice could have been made than
St. Helier, the largest town in the Channel
Islands, situated on the warm southern
coast of sunny Jersey. Accordingly, fortyeight members of the School were chosen
from the large number of applicants and the
final preparations were made for our
departure on March 30th. The sea crossing
on the outward journey was made under t h e
cover of night and consequently amid all the
excitement and activity on the boat onlv
a few of us succeeded in wearing off the fatigue
of the long train journey. Indeed, a t seven
o'clock in the morning everyone was.on deck
to catch an early glimpse of the islands in the
brilliance of the Spring sunshine. After a
short call at St. Peter Port, Guernsey, we
were soon on the last lap of our journey,
enjoying fully the luxury amenities offered
by the boat, a vessel which had only been
in service six weeks.
The picturesque coastline of Jersey looked
a t its best below the rising sun, and the
magnificent cliffs and coves showed great
promise as places of interest during the
six days which we were to spend on the
island.
Feeling somewhat relieved to be once
more on dry land, we were rapidly conveyed
b y motor coach to the hotel, only to discover
t h a t the fine weather of the past few weeks
showed signs of breaking. We were not
dismayed, however, by the first shower of
April, and after breakfast most of us set out
to explore the neighbouring parts of St. Helier
and to make some early purchases. The rest
of the first da3' was spent in a like manner,
for few of us had the energy to travel further
afield.
We were very fortunate in having the
hotel, the Maison Victor Hugo, almost to
ourselves, and were provided "with every
possible amenity by the hotel management.
The only complaints, in fact, were those
concerning the practical jokes played by
several members of the party who prefer to
remain anonymous. These were the cause

of considerable annoyance for those who were
obliged to re-make their beds at late hours of
the night, b u t were a source of great amusement for the rest of the party. We hesitateto report t h a t Mr. Biggs was the victim of
our activities on April the First, and is
still somewhat puzzled as to the origin of a
mysterious telephone call.
On the second day of our stay we were
taken on a conducted coach tour of the
island, clinging for the most part to the
coast road, and halting periodically to
examine more closely the attractions of
special interest.
Among these were the
Corbiere lighthouse on the rocks at the
south-west tip of the island, the picturesque,
twelfth-century church of St. Brelade,
situated in the most charming and popular
bay of the whole coastline, the Devil's Hole,
a natural formation in the cliffs on the
northern coast, and the historic old castle of
Mont Orgeuil at Gorey, facing the coast of
France.
The most popular field of
exploration, however, was undoubtedly the
caves at Plemont on the north-west headland
of the island, although we were rather
disappointed to find t h a t tidal conditions
prevented our entering the larger and more
interesting caves. Indeed, several gallant
attempts to beat the tide had to be made
before even the more accessible caves could
be penetrated.
A second coach trip was made on the
Sunday, and the most amazing sight of the
afternoon was the German Underground
Hospital, built during the war by Russian
slave labour as a preparation for the invasion
of the British mainland. The building was
tunnelled out of solid granite, took two-anda-half years to complete, and at the time of
the liberation was found to be fully equipped
to hold six hundred patients. Now, of
course, only the bare structure remains, but
it was with considerable interest that we
inspected the aftermath of the five-year
German occupation. During the afternoon
we also visited the airport and stopped for a
short while at the Greve de Lecq, one of the
popular bathing beaches.
For the rest of the week we were given the
maximum amount of freedom to enable us
to explore at leisure any places of special
attraction on the island. With this object
in view many of us decided to hire cycles
and thus succeeded in visiting even the most
distant parts of the island at a reasonably
low expense. Several of us, however, were
unfortunate in this respect, for invariably we
were caught by one of those almost tropical
downpours which we found to be so typical of
" sunny " Jersey. But through rain and
sunshine, gales and gentle ocean breezes we
travelled until, a t the end of our week's
holiday, we were able to say with satisfaction
t h a t nearly all the places of any importance
had been visited.
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A little water clears us
of this deed."

Crossing the bar

" . . . when Youth and
pleasure meet
To chase the glowing hours
with flying feet."

Photographs bv eourtesv of

Much of our time we devoted to t h e
exploration of St. Helier itself, t h e centre of
all the island's activity. I t is a picturesque
little town, its narrow shopping streets
contrasting sharply with t h e magnificent
broad roads of t h e sea-front. The more
modern parts of t h e town cater almost
exclusively for t h e needs of t h e tourist, a n d
have modern hotels, sports-grounds, cinemas
and dance-halls worthy of comparison with
those of a n y holiday resort in Britain. The
old central part of St. Helier houses the h u b
of Jersey's commerce and business activity,
and contains many buildings of historical
value, including the museum, the law-courts,
the administrative buildings and a fine old
church, and during our stay several of us were
shown round Victoria College, t h e leading
school of the island.
We would like to express our sincere
appreciation for all t h a t Mr. and Mrs. Biggs
did to make t h e trip such a great success.
The arrangements t h a t they made worked
smoothly throughout and they were always
read}- to help us. Such trips' undoubtedly
play an important part not only in t h e life of
the School, b u t also in the struggle for t h e
improvement of international relationships,
so vital in t h e unsettled world of to-day.
Mav the future see many more of them.
D.L.R.

suddenly become quite a socialite, and t h a t
he is soon to be parted from M. D.
LONGSTAFFE ;

the

two

events

are n o t

connected.
J . R. VANE has joined us at the Department
of

Pharmacology,

and A. D. WRIGHT

at

Wadham. Wycliffe Hall now h a s a trio of
devout gentlemen—R. M. FREEMAN, D. J . H .
K E Y T E and I. C DOCKER.

Oxford's neatest

hair-do is to be found on J. F . MAIR (St.
Peter's Hall), her best de-mob. suit on
R. M. PENDROUS (St. John's), who is reading
Chinese, her best ties on C. B. COLLINS
(Balliol), and her most select company with
C. W. GOLBY (Worcester). Space forbids us
to mention the few others who come and go,
b u t we cannot close without telling vou t h a t

OXFORD LETTER
To the Editor, K.E.S. CHRONICLE.
DEAR SIR,

Great things have happened since last we
wrote. The Genista Club held its Inaugural
Dinner on June 10th, and t h e function was
given a touch of style by the presence of t h e
Head Master, Mr. Dunt, and t h e beard of
L. L. TURNER (Lincoln), which is t h e best
in Oxford. Our President is H. M. BALLANCE
(Magdalen)—he is a safer edition of R. J.
ROBERTS (Magdalen)—and our Treasurer,
A. D. DALMAN (Exeter) is most assiduous in
guarding our non-existent funds.
The
Secretary, a head of hair called J . J . PEARCE
(Lincoln), always has to leave meetings to go
rowing. The rest are either Keen Tvpes,
Academics, or K. P . TYNAN.

Keenest type of all is J. H. POOLE
(Lincoln), though he has close competitors in
D. J. BIRCH (St. Peter's Hall) and H. A. J .
GREEN (B.N.C.).
During Eights Week,
L. LEWIS p u t t h e bows of t h e Merton 2nd
V I I I on t h e towpath. B . A. WIGMORE
(B.N.C.) is now, happilv, recovering from a
broken leg ; his brother, A. E. WIGMORE, of
the same college, knows every publican in
Oxford by name. Most distinguished of t h e
Academics are R. M. ACHESON (Magdalen),

S. G. A. ROBERTS (St. John's), I. M. R O I T T

(Balliol) and N . S. SUTHERLAND (Magdalen)
are all reputed t o have seen Princess
Elizabeth.
And so until another time, we of Genista
wish you t h e very best of fortune.
Yours sincerely,
OXONIENSIS.

CAMBRIDGE LETTER
To the Editor, K.E.S. CHRONICLE.
DEAR SIR,

This is indeed a difficult term, for t h e
attractions of Cambridge at this time of t h e
year are many. One can be a cricketer,
actively a t one's college ground, passively at
Fenner's ; or one can go on the river,
energetically in an eight, passionately in a
punt. And the invasion of the Backs b y t h e
New Look has thrown the spectre of exams
into greater relief. Thus your correspondent's
contacts "with fellow-members of the Tudor
Club (which " floret " as always) have been
slight.
Our President, B. H. MCGOWAN (Jesus),
has been less ubiquitous of late, and has eked
out the last few weeks of his term of office in a
luxurious and inexpensive flat to which
nobody is ever invited. D. GROSS (St. John's),
however, has a reputation for hospitality (in
the women's colleges) and knows t h e
manageress of every cafe in Cambridge.
But even h e does n o t disappear on surreptitious visits t o London, as does C. A. MAYOU
of the same college, who has also been seen
on t h e river in what can only be t r a m
driver's tropical kit.
We have no really picturesque character in
our midst, although B . E . SWINGLER
(Peterhouse) is practically a Slav and has
breakfast with Russian Orthodox priests.
Just across t h e road a t Pembroke, P . R.
LANGHAM and E. S. WATERSON, two fellow-

travellers (in every sense), have given up
History and are studying for degrees in
Dancing and Cinema-going respectively.
R. D. POYSER (Queen's), meanwhile, doing

M. E . COOKE (Lincoln), and H. J . CALLOMON

(St. John's).
Others defv classification :
we hear t h a t J. RODWAY (Wadham) has
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his good deed for the day, invites everyone to
tea. Nobody goes.
For P. BERWICK (Jesus) there is, we fear,
little hope, for he looks more like a Plato
manuscript each day, and recognizes no-one.
G. W. GARDINER (Christ's), on the other
hand, recognizes, but ignores, all. He rows,
as do D. MOORE (Christ's), who hopes to win
the Diamond Sculls, R. A. VOGT (Jesus), a
devotee of Fairbairnism, and K. J. HARRIES
(Trinity Hall), a cox with a superior smile.
The kingpin of our sporting fraternity is, of
course, B. C. KENTISH (Christ's). He is a
little like a fish out of water now t h a t the
rugger season is over, but keeps in the
strictest training by dancing at the Dorothy
Ballroom.
S. LUCAS (Jesus) has been an elusive
figure for a time, probably as a result of his
contacts in the Seeley Historical Library.
Vice, however, has given up M. N. MOLESWORTH (Sidney Sussex) as a bad job.
Rumour has it that he is to be canonised
next term. Some of our other members are
ethereal. J. D. BUSH (Trinity Hall) always
seems to be going somewhere important, and
G. B. BRITT (Caius), now t h a t he has shaved
off his moustache, can be recognized.
D. J. R E E S E (St. Catherine's), we can only
surmise, is dead, but J. ALLEN (Trinity
Hall) is known to be still breathing. He was
seen at an examination.

of work. Send us more men of the calibre of
K. T. C. MCKENZIE, sometime winner of the
Bache Memorial Cup, who has just qualified
as a doctor. Besides working, he found time
to while away a few hours at the Union, to
represent his year on the Guild Council, and
also to skipper the 'Varsity Rugger team.
To potential newcomers, we point out that
there is a university here at Birmingham,
lacking, perhaps, some of the facilities and
tradition of our two senior brothers—but,
nevertheless, a university. If you come here,
we beg you to use it as such, and not as a
super technical college.
We mention just a few names of those
whom we have seen in the precincts of
Edgbaston and Edmund Street, but they are
selected merely at random, for we cannot
report the activities of all those who merit
our attention.
What seemed at first a
mirage in the tea-room turned out to be
J. K. JONES staring soulfully into the eyes of
an attractive young lady across the table.
The dancing prowess of J. R. LAMBOURN has
earned him the nickname of " fairy-feet."
J. M. WELLS is to be seen at most odd times
bounding energetically around the Union.
Whenever we see J. A. MORGAN, he wears the
look of one who is utterly lost. We assume
t h a t he is either taking Physics too seriously
or just naturally looks t h a t way.
We conclude on a bright note. J. HAMBLIN,
a stalwart socialite, is among the nominees
for the Presidency of the Guild. We wish
him the best of luck in the election.
And remain, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

The remainder of the Old Edwardians up
here are married, or work, or both. Leaving
them to their respective fates,
I remain, Sir, your obedient servant,
CANTABRIDGIENSIS.

BIRMINGHAMIENSIS.

BIRMINGHAM LETTER

_ENERAL

To the Editoy, K.E.S. CHRONICLE.

SECRETARY>S

R E p 0 R T

THIS School Year has seen a decrease in the
achievements of the School, especially when
compared with those of the previous year.
In the academic sphere, where the reputation
of the School is largely built, the decrease
has been very noticeable. In all, only a few
awards at the major universities have been
gained. We feel sure t h a t this is only a
temporary lapse, and t h a t soon the School
will regain that high standard of learning of
which it has often proved itself capable.
We recall, for instance, t h a t last year
fourteen university awards to Oxford or
Cambridge and eight State Scholarships were
obtained.
There has also been a slight decline in the
athletic prowess of the School. The Rugby
XV, with only two of last year's colours
remaining, suffered from lack of experience,
and appeared to rely on individualistic play
rather than on team work. Frequently the

DEAR SIR,

We have grown tired of enumerating the
many Old Edwardians here at Birmingham,
and for a change we will write in more
general terms.
I t is regrettable t h a t a t present our
fraternity differs little from the average
student body. Too many of our fellows come
up from School and remain mere names on
faculty lists. They spend their years here
dutifully attending lectures and wallowing in
chemicals or juggling with electrons. Only
occasionally do they break out in an orgy of
vice and attend a Saturday-night " hop "—
but not more than a few will risk even this
much.
There are plenty of extra-academic opportunities here and we would welcome those
who are willing to take an active part in
them, even if they lose a few valuable hours
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team produced some good and vigorous
football, but as a whole the season was
disappointing. A redeeming feature was t h a t
the team retained the Siviter-Smith Cup for
yet another year. The Cricket X I have a
nucleus of good players, and we are confidently
hoping that they will have a successful
season.
The Swimming team is again
suffering from the handicap of having to
practice in a crowded public bath, b u t
despite this disadvantage it should uphold
the prestige of the School, and we are
naturally looking forward to the time when
our own swimming baths will be completed.
The Shooting VIII has been very successful,
and has the remarkable record of losing only
two out of nineteen matches. The School
now enjoys a very high reputation amongst
the schools of the country for shooting.
Again this year the Chess team has done
extremely well. Interest in Fives is increasing
and the standard of play improving, whilst
Fives matches with other schools are being
resumed this year.
Despite the usual
weather, the Athletic Sports held last term
were very successful, and the general
standard was high. The Athletics team
easily defeated Trent College by a large
margin. At a very successful Gymkhana
the P.T. team gave a fine display.
Although the interest of boys in sport is
considerable, and House Matches are played
with great keenness, a disturbing feature is
that School teams are given little support at
home games. This is partly because insufficient publicity is given to such matches,
but the remedy rests with the Sports Officials.
With increased support, the results would no
doubt be more satisfying.
The Societies continue to nourish and
indicate the wide interests of the School.
Foremost among these is the Musical Society,
whose fortnightly lunch-hour recitals attract
large audiences. As an offspring of this
Society, a " Musical Circle " has come into
being, and is limited to members of " A "
Block. The Circle will hear recitals and
addresses by distinguished musicians on
advanced aspects of music. The Dramatic
Society maintained its
long-established
tradition of presenting a Shakespearean
play, and this year gave an excellent
performance of " Macbeth." All those who
enjoyed the play will agree that the producer
and the members of the Society must be
congratulated on this fine production. Both
the Senior and the Junior Scientific Societies
have held several well-attended meetings,
whilst the Geographical Society has as usual
organised some external visits, including one
to Sandwell Park Colliery, and has, in general,
had a good year. Although lacking in any
really outstanding speakers, the Debating

Society has held a number of lively debates.
The Civic Society, the Archaeological Society,
the Philatelic Society, the Literary Society,
the Junior Debating Society, the Railway
and Model Engineering Society, the Natural
History Society and the Christian Union
have all enjoyed varying degrees of success
throughout the year.
The Photographic
Society is now particularly active, and makes
full use of the excellent facilities at t h e
School.
The Closed Circle continues to
produce interesting discussions a t a high
intellectual level for members of the Sixth.
The Library still expands and has a large
membership.
The J.T.C., A.T.C. and the Scouts continue
to play their part in School life. Although
their main object is to educate boys for
leadership and personal discipline rather than
to pass examinations, an indication of the
success of these organizations will be found
in the results of their various proficiency
tests. The J.T.C. had a pass percentage of
80 in both parts of Certificate " A," and it is
safe to say that the A.T.C. has among the
highest percentage of proficient cadets in
the country. Members of the School owe a
great debt to those of the Staff who devote
their energies to the various School activities,
and we extend to them our thanks.
A large amount of reconstruction is bejng
carried on in the surroundings of the School
building, but unfortunately we still lack a
Sixth Form Common Room. It is hoped t h a t
this m a y perhaps materialize in the not too
distant future.
We conclude on a note of regret.
Mr. Morris, who has been Head Master since
»1943 is leaving at the end of this term to
take up the position of Vice-Chancellor of
Leeds University. In 1943 the School Captain
wrote : " He comes to the School as it stands
upon the threshold of a new era, and there is
no doubt that he will provide a safe, guiding
hand during the unpredictable years of t h e
future." The past five years have proved
the truth of his words. Under the wise
guidance of Mr. Morris, the School has
recovered from the disturbing effect of the
move from New Street and of the evacuation,
and has regained its rightful place as one
of the great Public Schools of the country.
It is with great regret t h a t we see him go,
for he was well respected and liked in the
School, and his counsel was always invaluable.
I feel sure that all friends and members of.
the School and Old Edwardians will wish
him every success in his new post, and trust
that he will retain pleasant memories of his
headmastership at King Edward's.
J.

R.

HARRISON,

Captain of the School and General Secretary.
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RUGBY FOOTBALL—RETROSPECT REPORT
GENERALLY speaking, the 1st XV did not come up to its expected standard, and the final
result of " won six, lost nine, and drawn three " is not particularly impressive. Although
the XV came against some exceptionally strong oppositition in Denstone College, Jesus
College, Oxford, and Cardiff High School, it did not acquit itself as well as it might have done.
At times it did play good, vigorous football, but too many matches were narrowly lost through
lack of endeavour. Individually, many boys played football of a comparatively high standard,
but as a whole the forwards adopted a much too friendly viewpoint of the game, and the
three-quarter line was marred by an inability to run straight and score on the wings.
The majority of the team, however, are young, and this season, with all its vicissitudes,
should combat the inexperience which was the characteristic of this year's team, and form a
strong, all-round XV for next season.
The 2nd XV had some startling losses, but the Colts team contains an abundance of talent,
which, if developed, should in the near future equal the School's record for the season 1946-47.
B. M.

COOPER,

Captain of Rugby

Football.

RESULTS OF MATCHES
The .following are reports and results of matches which have been played since the
publication of our December issue :
SCHOOL a. WYGGESTON

G.S.

Played on Saturday, January 24th. Home. Lost 8-3.
In spite of a good three-quarter movement try and an obvious superiority at the end of the
first half, ineffectual running by the wing-three-quarters lost several tries, and Wyggeston
rallied to score two breakaway tries, deservedly winning an open game for utilizing every
opportunity.
SCHOOL V. CARDIFF H I G H SCHOOL.

Played on Saturday, February 7th. Home. Lost 10-6.
The boggy pitch soon turned the game into a forward battle in which both sides were evenly
matched^ The play swept quickly from end to end, and both the visitors' tries were scored
through quickly developed breakaways. In spite of an early lead, the School could only
match one t r y and a penalty goal to Cardiff's two converted tries.
SCHOOL V. D E I & T O N E COLLEGE.

Played on Saturday, February 14th. Home. Lost 34-0.
Denstone, with an overwhelmingly superior XV, completely disorganized the School's play
with three early tries. The Denstone backs received the ball from all but three of the set
scrums and only spirited tackling by the inside three-quarters prevented more scoring.
SCHOOL V. MOUNT ST. M A R Y ' S COLLEGE.

Cancelled.
SCHOOL V. O L D EDWARDIANS' " E X I L E S "

XV.

Played on Saturday, February 28th. Home. Won 18-12.
The Old Boys' match proved to be one of the most enjoyable of the season. I t was fiercely
contested throughout, and only the School's sturdy game secured a win. The teams were
evenly matched and it was a constant struggle to prove superiority in any department, but
with the help of a roving wing-forward to harrass the Old Boys' halves and of the more speedy
School side, the game was just won in the last few minutes.
SCHOOL V. J E S U S COLLEGE, OXFORD.

Played on Saturday, March 6th. Home. Lost 13-6.
The College side, captained by J. H. Bevan, the " Newton Thompson side Blue " and
accompanied by several " Greyhounds," showed us some polished football. For a change,
t h e School pla3'ed good, well-combined Rugby, and only the extra weight of the opposing
scrum, and the skill of Bevan and his two half-backs, overshadowed a meritorious XV, and
prevented the School from winning.

%
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1948.

SECOND

January
February

XV.

24—v. Leamington College
3 1 —v. K.E.G.S., Camp Hill I
14—v. K.E.G.S., Stourbridge I I

1947.

Away
Home
Away

" U N D E R 15 "

0-23
13-6
3-14

XV.

November 22—v. Warwick School
„
29—v. Solihull School
December 6—v. R.G.S., Worcester
13—v. K.E.S., Stourbridge
1948.
January
24—v. Wyggeston G.S
31—v. K.E.G.S., Camp Hill
February
5—v. Moseley G.S
„
14—v. K.E.S., Stourbridge
„
21—v. Mount St. Mary's College
1947.

Lost
Won
Lost

Home

Won
9- 0
Cancelled.
Away~\ Lost
6-21
Away
Won
9- 8

" U N D E R 14 "

Home
Home
Home
Home

Drawn 5 - 5
Lost
3- 8
Won
32-0
Drawn 6 - 6
Cancelled.

Home
Away
Home
Home

Lost
Won
Lost
Lost

0- 6
6- 0
3-12
0- 8

Away
Away

Lost
Lost

9-14
6-17

XV.

November 22—v. Warwick School
29—v. Solihull School
December 6—v. George Dixon's G.S
13—v. R.G.S., Worcester
1948.
January
31—v. K.E.G.S., Camp Hill
February 14—v. K.E.S., Stourbridge

CRICKET REPORT
T H E School has had but a moderate season, having won three and lost four of its matches.
At the beginning of the term, the bowling was looked upon with some suspicion whilst the
batting was regarded as being fairly strong. The other, however, has generally been the case,
for only in the match against Warwick School at the County Ground has the batting fulfilled
its promise, whereas the bowling has nearly always been dangerous. Many times the team
has lost its grip on the game through inept and shaky batting, with batsman who ought to
know better losing their wickets against very ordinary bowling by playing strokes fit only for
the park.
Although J. G. Harrison, the team's No. 1, has been consistently successful with the bat,
no suitable partner has yet been found, so t h a t the School has never enjoyed the immense
benefit t h a t a good opening partnership affords. The fielding has generally been good, and
for the most part superior to t h a t of our opponents. Yet chances have been missed, chances
that have cost the School dearly. But whatever faults it may possess, it is a very keen side
and one t h a t has never provided dull cricket.
J.

G.

PARDOE,

Captain of Cricket.
RESULTS
SCHOOL V. WARWICKSHIRE CLUB AND GROUND.

Played at the County Ground on May Wth.

School lost by sixty runs.

CLUB AND GROUND

SCHOOL

F. Gardner, b Hutchings
W. E. Houghton, lbw. b Harrod
M. Purden, b Lobb
P. H. Bromley, not out
S. W. G. Lovering, b Pardoe
G. Freeman, b Hutchings
G. Ranft, C. Adelman, D. Flint,
J. T. Kendall, N. S. Power, did not bat.

Extras.
TOTAL (for 5 wickets, declared) .
Hutchings, 2 for 22 ; Lobb, 1 for 14.

6 J. G. Harrison, c Lovering, b Power
Power
20 A. J. Homer, b Power
62 I. R. McClelland, lbw, b. Power
15 J. G. Pardoe, run out
30 Hobbs, b Flint
2 Gough, b Flint
J. R. Charlesworth, b Bromley
T. R. Reese, b Flint
Hutchings, not out
B. Lobb, st Kendall, b Bromley
Harrod, lbw. b Flint
Extras .."

143

TOTAL

Power, 3 for 17 ; Flint, 4 for 9 ;
2 for 8.
13

..

5
0
15
22
11
0
5
6
2
0
0
17

83
Bromley,

SCHOOL V. WARWICK SCHOOL.

Played at the County Ground on May 28th.

School won by seven wickets.

After a big second wicket stand Warwick School collapsed, seven wickets falling for twentyone runs. After a bad start the School amassed its largest total for many years and completely collared the bowling.
SCHOOL

W A R W I C K SCHOOL

J. G. Harrison, lbw, b Morris
58
A. J. Homer, b Heynes
1
I. R. McClelland, st Oldfield, b Lee
13
J. G. Pardoe, lbw, b Lloyd-Davies
28
B. C. Hobbs, st Oldfield, b Lee
59
J. H. Tabberer, lbw, b Lee
26
J. R. Charlesworth, c Lloyd-Davies, b Lee 5
T. R. Reese, st Oldfield, b Lee
18
P. Hutchings, run out
15
B. Lobb, b Lee
0
J. A. M. Harrod, not out
0
Extras
10
TOTAL

I. G. Morris, c Harrison, b Hutchings . .
4
R. B. Oldfield, b Lobb
49
D. W. Searle, lbw, b Harrod
' 17
A. J. Lloyd-Davies, c Pardoe, b Reese . . 22
Oakland, b Reese
2
Lee, run out
1
J. R. Hargreaves, lbw, b Harrod
14
Wright, not out
1
Saville, c Hobbs, b Hutchings
1
Alderman, b Hutchings
0
Heynes, b Hutchings
0
Extras
8

233

TOTAL

Lee, 6 for 89.

Hutchings, 4 for 15 ;
Harrod, 2 for 29.

119
Reese, 2 for 23 ;

SCHOOL V. BROMSGROVE SCHOOL.

Played at Eastern Road on May \5th.

School won by three wickets.

The School, by dint of good bowling and keen fielding, shot out their opponents for a low
score. But disaster soon fell upon the School batsmen in their turn. In four balls, Homer,
McClelland and Pardoe fell to Tudor, the Bromsgrove opening bowler, and the score stood
a t thirteen for four wickets. Harrison and the later batsmen, nevertheless, managed to pull
the game round, and the School eventually won by three wickets.
BROMSGROVE SCHOOL

J . H . Atchley, b Harrod
M. R. H . Colato, b Hutchings
R. W. Evans, lbw, b Reese
G. C. P . Higgitt, run out
N. T. Sisson, b Harrod
I. N. Goodyear, run out
M. R. Roberts, c Charlesworth, b Lobb
J. A. Wood, c Hutchings, b Reese
J . D. Link, c Tabberer, b Harrod
J. M. Tudor, not out
N. J. Dyer, b Harrod
Extras
TOTAL

SCHOOL

13
0
12
7
1
2
4
6
10
4
4
10

J. G. Harrison, b Link
A. J. Homer, b Tudor
I. R. McClelland, c Evans, b Tudor
J. G. Pardoe, b Tudor
Hobbs, b Tudor
Tabberer, c Higgitt, b Tudor
J. R. Charlesworth, c Higgitt, b Tudor. .
T. R. Reese, b Tudor
Hutchings, c Colato, b Link
B. Lobb, b Sisson
Harrod, not out
Extras

73

TOTAL

Harrod, 4 for 23 ; Reese 2 for 16.

28
0
0
1
8
22
11
3
16
3
1
10
103

Tudor 7 for 34 ; Link, 2 for 18.

SCHOOL V. DENSTONE COLLEGE.

Played at Eastern Road on May 22nd.

School lost by ninety-five

runs.

After the School bowlers had taken the first five wickets fairly cheaply, Whiteside, the
Denstone Captain, batting very cleverly, managed almost to " farm " the bowling, and,
aided by some stubborn defenders, kept the School toiling in the field until his side had
collected what seemed the antipodean score of 234 for 8 wickets, declared. In the face of such
• a total, one that would have struck terror into the hearts of less valiant batsmen, the School
did well to reach the respectable score of 139.
14

SCHOOL

DENSTONE COLLEGE

Mclnerney, run out
Dracup, c Hobbs, b Hutchings
P. G. Whiteside, not out
Hignell, lbw, b Lobb
Yeadon, b Harrod
R. W. W. Dawe, c Harrison, b Lobb
Oliver, c Harrison, b Lobb . .,.
Lee, b Wheldon
Martyn, b Harrod
Inions, n o t out
Tobias, did not bat
Extras

J. G. Harrison, c Whiteside, b Martyn . .
J. H . Tabberer, b Oliver
I. R. McClelland, c Hignell, b Martyn . .
J. G. Pardoe, b Oliver
B. C. Hobbs, b Inions
A. J. Homer, lbw, b Tobias
J. R. Charlesworth, b Inions
P. Hutchings, not out
B. Lobb, b Inions
Wheldon, run out
J. A. M. Harrod, b Oliver
Extras
30

5
3
134
6
14
..
4
20
0
5
_.. 13

TOTAL (for 8 wickets, declared)
Lobb, 3 for 52.

234

TOTAL

44
10
0
3
0
35
11
17
0
4
0
15
139

Oliver, 3 for 22 ; Inions, 3 for 3 1 .

SCHOOL V. ELLESMERE COLLEGE.

Played at Ellesmere on May 29th.

School won by two wicliets.
SCHOOL

ELLESMERE SCHOOL

Crossman, lbw, b Pardoe
4 J. G. Harrison, lbw, b Archer
Roberts, c Charlesworth, b Hutchings .
7 J. H. Tabberer, lbw, b Viney
Pritchard, D., c Harrison, b Pardoe . . . .
4 I. R. McClelland, c Philips, b Viney
Philips, E. F., b Hutchings
0 J. G. Pardoe, c Rogerson, b Viney . . . .
Viney, R. D„ b Hutchings
0 B. C. Hobbs, c Roberts, b Cole
Archer, G. T„ b Lobb
• 23 A. J. Homer, lbw, b Archer
Rogerson, st Charlesworth, b Harrod . .
9 J. R. Charlesworth, c Roberts, b Cole . . . .
Brown, st Charlesworth, b Harrod . . . .
3 P. Hutchings, lbw, b Archer
Chaloner, b Harrod
0 Gough, not out
Irving, K. J., b Lobb
1 B. Lobb, c Cole, b Philips
Cole, R. B., not out
0 J. A. M. Harrod, not o u t
Extras
Extras
5
56

TOTAL

Harrod, 3 for 9 ; Hutchings, 3 for 12
Lobb, 2 for 2 ; Pardoe, 2 for 28.

J. G. PARDOE (Captain) : A very good allrounder who has not received due reward
for his endeavours. The most stylish batsman
of the team, he drives and cuts strongly, b u t
is inclined t o be weak on the leg side. If he
could overcome an early over-eagerness he
would score even more runs. He has taken
on the difficult task of opening t h e attack
with his fast-medium swing bowling, and has
had a fair measure of success. He is a
brilliant field, especially at cover point, and
possesses a powerful and very accurate
throw. A good Captain who sets a fine
example on and off the field.
[Burgess').
J.G.H.
J-

G.

HARRISON

(Vice-Captain)

TOTAL (for 9 wickets, declared)
. . 63
Archer, 3 for 12 ; Viney, 3 for 24 ; Cole,
2 for 21 ; Philips, 1 for 3.
J.

CRICKET CHARACTERS

:

Un-

doubtedly the most successful batsman in
the team, he is always at his best in a crisis.
During this season, he has managed to free
himself from the faults t h a t last year marred
his batting, and he has thus become sound in
every department of t h e game. A good
field close to the b a t . H e says he bowls.
(Captain of Burgess').

35
0
1
4
6
5
0
0
7
1
1
3

R.

CHARLESWORTH

(Secretary) :

His

wicket-keeping early in the season did not
reach the standard t h a t it has attained in
latter years, b u t in these last matches it
has returned to its old competence. His
batting has suffered because he has too often
had to forsake his natural hitting game in
order t o t r y t o stop t h e rot or to play o u t
time.
(Burgess').
A. J. HOMER : A left-handed batsman who
excels on the off-side. He was unsuccessful
as an opening batsman, but has regained his
form lower down the batting order. His
fielding is unpredictable. His bowling at
least has the merit of variety.
(Captain of Dunt's).
I. R. MCCLELLAND : An attacking batsman
whose daring is often the cause of his undoing,
for he unfortunately starts hitting before he
is set. A good out-fielder with an exceptionally hard, long throw-in.
(Captain of Leeds').
B. LOBB : One of t h e two members of the

team upon whom the main burden of the
bowling has devolved. At the opening of the
season, he was regarded as merely a steady
15

slow-medium bowler, but lately he has
introduced some variety into his bowling
with good results.
(Dunt's).
P. HUTCHINGS : A good fast bowler who
has more than fulfilled expectations. He
brings the ball back from a good length, and
his success can be attributed to the fact t h a t
he is always attacking the wickets. His
batting is not to be despised. H e fields with a
careless sang fvoid t h a t is not always commendable.
(Dunt's)
J. A. M. HARROD : As our other stock
bowler, he has uncomplainingly sent down
his left-arm slows on wickets t h a t have
rarely helped him. It says much for the
quality of his bowling, which has the merits
of steadiness and guile, t h a t he has taken as
many wjckets as he has done. He lives m
constant hope of making runs.
(Burgess ) .
B. C. HOBBS : This batsman promised
much at the beginning of the season, b u t he
seems to have lost his confidence.
He
watches the ball closely, and when he has
eradicated some of his faults, he will certainly
score plenty of runs. He has brought off
some really good slip catches, but lias

unaccountably missed some of the easier
ones. Bowls over-arm.
(Copland's).
j H T A B B E R E R . Another batsman who
has failed to reproduce the form t h a t he
showed during the early part of the season,
He has lost his wicket too often by trying to
t u r n the straight ball to leg. Rather slow in
the field b u t .a safe catch,
(Captain of Copland's).
p A G o D G H . T h e y o u n g s t e r of t h e t e a m
whose batting stvle bodes well for the
future. He has an upright stance and makes
all his shots correctly. He now lacks only
the strength in his wrists to make his strokes
scoring shots. He shows promise as a legbreak bowler. A sound
field.
(Dunt's).
T
R
REESE . This ancient member
left
us eari
he was

in t h e t e r m
perhaps the

It was a
t {
5
m o s t dang erous

for
bowler

on the side. Turning the ball a little either
way, at something more than medium pace,
he bowled few loose balls and was very
difficult to score from. He was also no mean
batsman. We wish him luck.
(Copland's).
R. J. WHELDON has also played in t h e
team.

SWIMMING REPORT
SCHOOL SWIMMING
SCHOOL Swimming has again suffered from the handicap of having to practise in a crowded
public b a t h . Despite this disadvantage, however, the team should have a fairly successful
season, as three of last year's Colours are still at School and the general standard of Swimming
is quite high.
Unfortunately, we began the season badly, losing to Malvern College b y thirty-four points
to eight. The strength of Malvern College may be judged, however, b y the fact that almost
all their times were less than our School records.
Our thanks are due to Mr. Kay for the invaluable work t h a t he does for School Swimming,
and to those members of the Staff who give instruction under disheartening conditions.
HOUSE SWIMMING
One round of House Relay Matches have been held so far this term, and there has been a slight
drop in the standard of Swimming. I t is very difficult to persuade boys to practise and to
take standards in a crowded bath. We are looking forward to the time when the School will
have its own baths, and then the conditions for practising will be greatly improved. The
results of the first round of Relay Matches are as follows :
1st Team : 1, Leeds' ; 2, Dunt's ; 3, Burgess' ; 4, Copland's.
2nd Team : 1, Burgess' ; 2, Copland's ; 3, Leeds' ; 4, Dunt's.
3rd Team : 1, Burgess' ; 2, Copland's ; 3, Leeds' ; 4, Dunt's.
J.

R.

HARRISON,

Captain of

Swimming.

ATHLETICS REPORT
T H E loss of one season has not affected the quality or the quantity of the School's athletic
prowess, and the interest that was shown and the standard that was attained this year prove
that for some time in the future Athletics will remain one of our " fortes."
Although the weather was usually more suited to the arm-chair and the log-fire, hordes of
scantily-clad boys, young and old, invaded Eastern Road, braving the interminable winds to
obtain standards. Sports Day was no exception. The events went smoothly, and the
afternoon was only marred b y a gusty head-on wind, which was a disadvantage both for the
id
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II. I. Whitlock ami Sons, Ltd.
RUGBY XV, 1947-48
Row (left to right): B. LOHH (1947-48); J. K. HARRISON; V. A. FELTHAM (1947-48)1. H MCCLELLAND (1947-48); C. N. BUCKLEY (1947-48); K. M. N. IMOLESWORTH (1947-48) :
J- G I'ARDOE ; C. P. C. OERTON.
Row 1). B. DICKINSON (1947-48); R. W. HiiATH (1946-47-48) (Vice-Captain and Secretary);
B. 1 I. COOPER (1946-47-48) (Captain); G. A. ALLCOTT (1947-48); P. HUTCHINGS (1947-48)
Row A. J. H O M E R ; A. J. HARVEY.

Photograph by

[li. C. Hodge.

Tomorrow to fresh woods, and pastures now,

competitors and for the spectators. Mrs. Morris had kindly consented to present the prizes,
most of which went to Mr. Leeds' House.
On the following Tuesday, the only remaining match, that against Trent College, was held.
The weather conditions were almost ideal, and together with the camaraderie of the T r e n t
boys and the supporters, provided a very enjoyable competition.
The team's thanks are due to the many members of the Staff who officiated on the standard
afternoons, and more especially to Mr. Parry, for his Chairmanship, and to Mr. Dowling and
Mr. King for their valuable advice and coaching. My own thanks go to B. A. Hiscox, who has
been a helpful and most efficient secretary.
B. M.

COOPER,

Captain of

Athletics.

SCHOOL V. T R E N T COLLEGE.

Held on Tuesday, 23rd March.
The match, held on a sunny afternoon, provided a pleasant competition and a comfortable
win for the School by forty-two points to twenty-four. The results were :
100 yds. : 1, Adam (Trent) ; 2, B. M. Cooper (K.E.S.) ; 3, Johnson (Trent). 11 sees.
220 yds. : 1, B. M. Cooper (K.E.S.) ; 2, Adam (Trent) ; 3, Johnson (Trent). 24-2 sees.
440 yds. : 1, Waterhouse (K.E.S.) ; 2, Jowett (Trent) ; 3, Pardoe (K.E.S.). 55 sees.
880 yds. : 1, Feltham (K.E.S.) ; 2, Smith (Trent) ; 3, Charlesworth (K.E.S.). 2 mins. 13 sees.
One Mile : 1, Waldron (K.E.S.) ; 2, Bradshaw (Trent) ; 3, Hutton (Trent). 4 mins. 58 sees.
Discus : 1, McClelland (K.E.S.) ; 2, B . M. Cooper (K.E.S.) ; 3, Jowett (Trent). 105-ft. 8-in.
Javelin : 1, Lobb (K.E.S.) ; 2, McClelland (K.E.S.) ; 3, Mayhew (Trent). *153-ft.
Weight : 1, Adam (Trent) ; 2, Jowett (Trent) ; 3, McClelland (K.E.S.). 39-ft. 4£-in.
Long J u m p : 1, Hiscox (K.E.S.) ; 2, Hemmington (Trent) ; 3, Pardoe (K.E.S.). 18-ft. 5-in.
High J u m p : 1, Heron (K.E.S.) ; 2, Feltham (K.E.S.) ; 3, Wood (Trent). 5-ft.
The Relay Team (6x220) ran in the following o r d e r : 1, Waterhouse; 2, H e r o n ;
3, McClelland ; 4, Hiscox ; 5, Pardoe ; 6, B. M. Cooper. The School won by 10 yds.
After the match, B. A. Hiscox, P . A. Feltham, J . R. Heron, B. Lobb, I. R. McClelland,
J. G. Pardoe, K. C. P. Waldron and J. Waterhouse were awarded their School Athletics
Colours for the season 1947-48.
T H E ATHLETIC SPORTS
The Sports this year were held on Saturday, 20th March. The results of the events were
as follows :
U N D E R 12J

EVENTS :

100 yds. : 1,- Roberts, C. J. ; 2, Fuery ; 3, Harber, Donaldson (equal). 13 sees.
220 yds. : 1, Roberts, C. J. ; 2, Fuery ; 3, Harber. 31 sees.
•Throwing the Cricket Ball : 1, Roberts, C. J. ; 2, Wilkins ; 3, Mayall. 174-ft. 9-in.
High J u m p : 1, Lomax ; 2, Donaldson ; 3, Roberts, C. J. 3-ft. 8£-in.
Long Jump : 1, Harber ; 2, Lloyd, K. W. ; 3, Roberts, C. J. 13-ft. 4-in.
JUNIOR EVENTS :

100 yds. : 1, Westley ; 2, Foulds, P. G. ; 3, Tipton. 13 sees.
220 yds. : 1, Foulds, P. G. ; 2, Westley ; 3, Buckler. 29f sees.
•Throwing the Cricket Ball : 1, Somerset; 2, Lewis ; 3, Wheatley. 172-ft. 10-in.
High Jump : 1, Westley ; 2, Foulds, P. G. ; 3, Marshall. 4-ft. 2-in.
Long J u m p : 1, Westley; 2, H a l l ; 3, Edwards. 15-ft. 1-in.

.

INTERMEDIATE E V E N T S :

100 yds. : 1, L y a l l ; 2, Lancaster; 3, Bean. 11* sees.
*220 yds. : 1, Rosenstein ; 2, Lancaster ; 3, Bean. 26* sees.
440 yds. : 1, Lyall ; 2, Jenkins ; 3, Bean. 59 sees.
*880 yds. : 1, Jenkins ; 2, Abrams ; 3, Davies. 2 mins. 19* sees. Record.
Hurdles : 1, L y a l l ; 2, H i l l ; 3, Yetman. 19* sees.
•High Jump : 1, L y a l l ; 2, Rosenstein, Brown (equal). All cleared 5-ft. Record.
•Long J u m p : 1, Rosenstein ; 2, Chaudoir ; 3, Jenkins. 17-ft. 2J-in.
Discus : 1, Giles ; 2, Abrams ; 3, Brown. 85-ft. lOJ-in.
Javelin : 1, Lawrence; 2, J e n k i n s ; 3, Taplin. 120-ft. 6-in.
Weight : 1, Harvey ; 2, Brown ; 3, Lyall. 39-ft. 2-in.
Five Mile W a l k : 1, Middleburgh ; 2, Tuckey; 3, Abrams. No time taken.
OPEN E V E N T S :

100yds. :
•220 yds. :
440 yds. :
•880 yds. :

1,
1,
1,
1,

B.
B.
B.
K.

M. Cooper; 2, J. Waterhouse; 3, J. G. Pardoe. 11* sees.
M. Cooper ; 2, J. G. Pardoe ; 3, J. Waterhouse. 2 4 | sees.
M. Cooper ; 2, J. Waterhouse ; 3, J. G. Pardoe. 56f sees.
C. P. Waldron ; 2, P. A. Feltham ; 3, Charlesworth. 2 mins. 11* sees.
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One Mile : 1, K. C. P. Waldron ; 2, P. A. Feltham ; 3, Lester. 5 mins. 9 i sees.
Hurdles : 1, J. R. Heron ; 2, Buckley, Heath (equal). 20f sees.
High J u m p : 1, J. R. Heron 2, Turner ; 3, P. A. Feltham. 5-ft. 2-in
Long Jump : 1, B. A. Hiscox 2, J. G. Pardoe ; 3, Hutchings. 18-ft 10i-in.
•Discus : 1, I. R. McClelland ; 2, B. M. Cooper ; 3, Dickinson. 102-ft 6i-in.
Javelin : 1, I. R. McClelland ; 2, B. Lobb ; 3, Turner. 162-ft. 2-in.
•Weight : 1, I. R. McClelland ; 2, B . M. Cooper ; 3, B. Lobb. 38-ft. 6-in Record.
Five Mile Walk : 1, Dickinson 2, Rosenthal; 3, J. R. Heron No time taken.
Novices' Quarter Mile : 1 Mayall ; 2, Rowley ; 3, Elson.
Under 12 J Champion : C J. Roberts, 25 points.
Junior Champion : P. J. O. Westley, 19 points.
Intermediate Championship : Champion: G. T. Lyall, 45 points. Runner-up : H. Rosenstein,
37J points.
Open Championship : Champion : B. M. Cooper, 40 points. Runner-up : I. R. McClelland,
31 points.
Tudor Club Trophy for Junior Relay : Mr. Dunt's House.
Holdsworth Cup for Senior Relay : Mr. Leeds' House.
John Urry Cup for Standards : Mr. Leeds' House (499 standards). (Total number of
standards in the School, 1874. A new record.)
Wiggins-Da vies Cup for the Sports : Mr. Leeds' House, 35 points; (Mr. Burgess' House, 23-1;
Mr. Copland's House, 20-4 ; Mr. Dunt's House, 18-9).
Mitton Shield" for Athletics: Mr. Leeds' House, 75 p o i n t s ; (Mr. Burgess' House, 60-2;
Mr. Dunt's House, 58-0; Mr. Copland's House, 5A -2).
*F.vents decided on Thursday, March 18th.
SHOOTING REPORT
DURING the Spring term, the V I I I again
raised the standard of Shooting in the
School with a successful term of Country Life
matches, whilst the team lost only two out
of nineteen inter-school matches.
The
highest score reached by the team was 664
(out of a possible 680), 21 points above the
previous School record.
In the Country Life Competition for 1948,
the School entered two teams, and, although
both totals were higher than last year's
First VIII total, the positions in the final
list were disappointing. The First VIII was
placed thirty-third, with a score of 794, and
t h e Second V I I I was sixty-fifth, with 744
out of a possible 872. Ninety-two teams
competed.
The teams for the Country Life matches
and Competition were : First VIII—L. E. R.
H a l l ; L. J. Lawson ; R. M. Cook; J. G.
Harrison; G. A. Allcott ; R. N. Britton;
M. C. Jones ; J. B. Ludlow. Second V I I I —
P. H. O'B. Cooper;
P. D. L i s h m a n ;
J. O. Y a r d ; H. E. Stein; J. B. Gopsill;
D. A. Andrews ; A. J. Potter ; J. F . Perret.
In the Open-Range Shooting so far, we
have lost our first match against Denstone
College by 467 points to 481. We can hope,
however, that we may beat them in the return
match..
We would like to thank all the Officers for
the time that they spend with the VIII and
on J.T.C. classification. Especially we thank
Capt. Cooke, Mr. Moore and Mr. Cotter, not
forgetting, of course, all that Mr. Lowing has
done during the time he has been with us.
J.

B.

LTJDLOW,

Captain of Shooting.

Results of Country Life Postal Matches :
v. Rugby School
Won 647—622
v. Eton College
Won 658—655
v. Elizabeth College
Won 652—612
v. Uppingham School . . . . Won 655—642
v. Marlborough College . . Lost
664—666
v. City of London School. . Won 658—594
v. Glasgow Academy . . . . Won 651—638
v. Sedbergh School
Won 658—652
v. Whitgift School
Lost
660—673
v. Victoria College
Won 651—619
v. Repton School
Won 660—645
v. Oakham School
Won 652—641
v. Dulwich College
Won 651—634
v. Wellingborough School Won 657—642
v. Dean Close School
. . Won 658—652
v. Mill Hill School
Won 651—612
v. Denstone College
Won 657—615
v. St. Peter's School
Won 660—588
v. Bromsgrove School . . . .
Won 661—636
Shot 19 ; Won 17 ; Drawn 0 ; Lost 2.
CHESS REPORT
T H E Grammar Schools Championship was
won by the School for the sixth time in
succession, when the team was successful in
all of its nine matches. In the second division,
the " Under 14 " team has won its first two
matches, leaving four more to play.
The School has been given six boards in
the County Correspondence match with
Worcestershire, and E. Watson has already
won his game. In a twelve-board, simultaneous, blindfold display by Mr. Bonham,
the School manned two of the boards without
defeat. In December, a handsome chess set
and board was won by the School Team for
gaining first place in a Warwickshire lightning
team contest (ten seconds per move).
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At the Junior League Congress many and
varied tournaments were organized and of
the twelve members of the School who took
part, six won prizes. The sudden increase in
the activities of junior chess must, no doubt,
be attributed to the energy of the untiring
secretary of t h e Junior League, Mr. Ritson
Morry, through whose efforts these successful
functions have been made possible. We
hope that there will be a large entry from the
School for the " Under 14 " Championship of
Warwickshire in July, and for the London
tournaments in the Summer.
The School Team has also played another
five friendly matches with local clubs, and
has won four of them. The team has been
chosen from : R. T. Harrison, E. Watson,
M. N. Barker, Pearce, Glass, J. Alexander
and others. The Chess Ladder is still growing,
and only the last two rounds of the Chess Cup
remain to be played. Last year the Cup was
won by J. Alexander, with G. T. Newnham
as runner-up.
The House Championship resulted in a
narrow win for Mr. Dunt's House over
Mr. Burgess', with Mr. Leeds' House third.
We welcome Mr. King as our new Chairman
with the hope that his keenness may enable
us to continue in the heights of success, where
the sad departure of Mr. Ounsted has
gloriously left us.
J.

ALEXANDER,

Captain of Chess.

ETON FIVES REPORT
THIS year, due to the increase of supplies,
there has been much greater activity at the
Fives Courts than of late. Two rounds of
House 1st team matches were played in the
Autumn term and one round of House 2nd
team matches in the Spring term, whilst
the Summer term will see a round of " Under
15 " games.
McClelland, Harrison (J. G.), Lobb and
Field represented the School during the
holidays in a Public Schools Competition at
Highgate, London.
Although both pairs
were knocked out in the first round—
McClelland and Harrison by Charterhouse,
one of the finalists—they gained considerable
commendation from officials of the Eton
Fives Association who were present.
On 16th June, in a Home match, the
School team defeated Wolverhampton Grammar School by 180 points to 35. The School
team was : J. R. Harrison, Tabberer,
Harrison (J. G.) and McClelland.
I t is hoped t o hold a non-House pairs
handicap competition at the end of the term
for which a large entry is expected. I t is
pleasing to note the ever-increasing interest
t h a t is being shown in Fives, and we would
like to take this opportunity of thanking

Mr. E. V. Smith for the work he has done in
an endeavour to replace Eton Fives on its
pre-war footing.
I. R.

MCCLELLAND,

p.p. J. R. Harrison,
Captain of Eton Fives.
TENNIS REPORT
HISTORY has been made ! Lawn Tennis has
at last been instituted as an official activity
in the School. Four hard courts are at present
under construction, and a Tennis Committee
has been elected to formulate rules to ensure
t h a t the courts are utilized to the best
advantage. It is proposed t h a t all members
of the School Club shall be allowed to play
and t h a t on two days a week the courts shall
be reserved for the use of the Sixth Forms.
Lilleywhite and Froud, Ltd. have offered
to supply the School with tennis rackets at a
reduced rate, and it is hoped t h a t many boys
will avail themselves of this excellent
opportunity. Used balls will be purchased
cheaply, and a subsidy from t h e School Club
will cover half this cost.
A match arranged against Denstone
College was unfortunately cancelled on
account of inclement weather, but it is hoped
t o arrange matches, including one against
the Staff, later in the term. Two Singles
Championships will be held, one " Open "
and one " Under 16," and from the response
it is evident t h a t Tennis will be very popular
in the School,
We should like to express our thanks to
Mr. Burgess for his continual enthusiasm,
which has led to the official recognition of
the game.
J.

G.

HARRISON,

Captain of Tennis.
MR. BURGESS' HOUSE REPORT
A T the moment, all evidence points to the
view that the House Competition this year
will be keenly contested, but if Cricket goes
well, we should win the Championship.
The Rugger teams pointed the way to
success, and for the first time for several
seasons, won the competion, although onlv
by a margin of 2-8 points from Mr. Dunt's
House. The House is to be congratulated on
this fine effort. According to R. J. Billington,
we were undoubtedly the best House at
Chess, but, nevertheless, we came second.
We were also second in the Athletic Sports
and won the Gymkhana. We came first in
Shooting, although the scaled points t h a t we
gained were equalled by Copland's and
Dunt's.
Cricket will almost certainly be the
deciding factor, for our prospects a t P.T.
Fives and Swimming are somewhat gloomy!
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With the three School Cricket officials, and
most of last year's first team available, the
First team should do well. We hope confidently t h a t the remaining teams will do
likewise.
It is fitting t h a t the House should have
achieved so much, and t h a t the prospects of
being Cock House are good during Mr.
Burgess' first year as Housemaster. It is
a true reflection of the energy and keenness
which he and Mr. Bennett give to all the
activities of the House.
J.

R.

HARRISON,

House Secretary.
MR. COPLAND'S HOUSE REPORT
T H E suggestion made two years ago that the
House had passed through its testing time
appears to have been based on false
information, for even now the end of this
period seems to be only just in sight. The
yearly chant of past Secretaries t h a t we
lack senior members of the School is still as
true as ever. Rugger teams, too young for
the fray, have been buffetted by older and
bigger players, and Chess teams once again
outwitted because they have not learned how
to think.
T h e annual story of failure must again be
told, but with the Editor's permission we
will record some successes as well. A spirited
effort in Fives could hardly offset t h e
disappointments of Rugger and Chess,
although the Second team were even able
to lay low Mr. Burgess' players. In Athletics
we again came bottom, although this position
was hotly contested by Mr. Burgess' and
Mr. Dunt's House. As a result we lost
relatively few points.
In Shooting we scored a major victory,
coming top equal in the -22 round, though
missing the cup by a few points. We were
more successful, however, in the -303 round,
in which we came an easy first, and returned
from Kingsbury with the Tunstall Cup.
W e must do well in the Summer activities
if we are to rise from bottom position. On
present Cricket form this seems possible for
the First XI has already won its first two
matches, and with luck the other teams
should provide some support. Swimming is
less predictable, b u t R. J. Pine should
succeed by means of posters to lure swimmers
to the baths. The job is then done. Our
juniors in particular show promise a t the watersport, and this is a good sign for the future.
Our thanks are due once again to Mr.
Copland for the unfading interest and
encouragement he has given to rather
disappointing House activities. We hope
that although we have awakened too late
this year, we may be up betimes to face
1949 and the other three Houses.
R.

F.

GRIFFITHS,

House Secretary.

MR. DUNT'S HOUSE REPORT
T H E House's superiority has been severely
threatened this year, and we have had to
struggle hard to keep back the Yellow Peril.
It seems to be the law of averages that each
House should have its time at t h e top, and
then slowly decline until the wheel comes
full circle again.
The House won in Chess, came second in
Rugger, and was equal first in Shooting,
though this means nothing as Dunt's,
Burgess' and Copland's each gained the same
number of points, while Leeds' came bottom
with none. We did as well as we could to
come third in Athletics.
Once again everyone tried hard, but we
just did not have the people to fill the teams.
This was indeed true of Swimming. Our
main hopes for the House Championship now
lie with the Cricket team, the House
Company and the P.T. team.
May our
hopes not be disappointed.
T.

T.

GATTY,

House Secretary.
MR. LEEDS' HOUSE REPORT
I T is useless for us to complain t h a t we have
been waked too soon. The Chronicler is
well aware t h a t to demand a House Report
in May is to receive a review of the year with
an ambitious forecast of the last lap which
will be decided while the printing-presses run.
We are not so fortunate t h a t we can claim
to be riding close for the position t h a t we
held in 1942, nor so stricken t h a t we feel that
we shall not be placed a t all. We complain
therefore of the inevitable incompleteness of
this report, but on investigation we shall not
prove to be sluggards.
The highlight of the year was our victory
in the Sports. The John Urry Cup for
Standards is the most satisfying acquisition
t h a t the House can have. B. M. Cooper,
School and House Captain of Athletics, was
the Open Champion, and C. J. Roberts was
Junior Champion. I. R. McClelland set up a
School Record for the weight ; P. A. Feltham
and J. Waterhouse figured on the School
Team.
In Rugger, most conspicuously, the First
team laid out its opponents one b y one in the
knock-out competition, b u t not even this
availed to place us higher than third in the
final points. We took our full share in
School Rugger with five members, including
the Captain, B. M. Cooper, on the First XV,
and four on the Second XV.
Leeds' House Chess is no longer a standing
joke throughout the School—we have passed
t h a t title on elsewhere. We have challenged,
and beaten, the denizens of the board who
last year were first, " almost as a matter of
course." But once again, despite our lead
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in the first round, we came only third by a
short lead in the final.
The First Swimming team has won its first
relay, and we hope t h a t the second and third
will be as successful.
In Fives and Shooting we have nothing to
offset our respective third and fourth places,
but we are still trying. P.T. is a matter of
practice, practice—may perfection come !
The First Cricket team should be a case of
units homo cunctando, where the Captain,
I. R. McClelland, is the only member of tne
School XL The Seconds are in a worse
plight, whilst the Thirds, Fourths, Fifths
and Sixths offer hope by their very numbers.
Outside sport, the House rarely sees itself—
only its shadow in the Hall. In supplying
seven prefects to the School in the course
of the year we have a just cause for pride.
The same can be said of our two C.S.M.s and
five Sergeants in the Corps. The House
contingent acted the Red Steamroller over all
opposition in the Gymkhana, until triumph
was snatched from it in an event the most
unrepresentative of its military merit, the
bicycle relay. We have proved versatile too.
The House Choir (trebles only) surpassed its
rivals in the restarted competition. This is a
pleasing note to have struck and we await
developments.
Whatever is the raison d'Stre of the House,
we feel we have justified our existence, and
not disappointed our indomitable Housemaster in the tenth year of his leadership.
Our gratitude is due to him and to Mr. Sacret
for their support and advice.
J. D. MOUNTFORD,
House Secretary.

THE LIBRARY
SINCE the beginning of the school year more
than six hundred books have been added to
our shelves. These include a valuable gift
from the Rev. C. H. Heath, a former Housemaster, whose generosity has benefitted
greatly our Classical and Ancient History
sections.
Amongst these books we are
especially grateful for the twelve volumes of
the Cambridge A ncient History, together with
the volumes of plates, and also for t h e six
volumes of Arnold Toynbee's A Study of
History, a work which has recently attracted
so much attention. Another one hundred
and thirty books have been returned from
the binder, but many more are still awaiting
this rather tardy process.
The Modern
Language section has received a high
proportion of the new books, and care has
been taken to fill some of the gaps among the
more important literary texts,
The demand for fiction from the Lower
School has justified the addition of over
fifty books to this part of the library. On
the more intellectual side several valuable
volumes on Music and its history have been
purchased. In view of rising prices, however,
it is unlikely t h a t this record number of
additions will be surpassed for several years
to come. The School must therefore be
reminded of the need for particular care in
the handling of books.
The assistant librarians have responded
admirably to the increased amount of work
and are to be credited for their never-failing
efficiency. Thanks are also due to Mr. Copland
for his enthusiastic guidance and energy.

'

D. L.

RIDOUT,

Librarian.
SIXTH FORM DISCUSSION GROUP
T H E Sixth Form discussions last term were
not of such a high standard as theretofore,
mainly because the subjects were less complex
and more mundane. There were, unfortunately, many proposals which the Sixth
did not have time to debate fully. Such were
the proposals that prefects should be elected,
and t h a t sixth-formers should bear some
special insignia.
A not uninteresting discussion was held on
the March issue of the CHRONICLE, when the
last Easter edition was termed, among other
unprintable names, a case of original sin.
The most heated meeting, however, was one
in which three far-sighted proposals were
carried almost unanimously—that the Sixth
be allowed to use the master's corridor, the
second entrance to the Dining Hall, and the
main entrance to the School. These proposals
were exuberantly, yea optimistically, carried,
but when the happy day of their realization
will arrive, Heaven, or the Head Master,
only knows.
R. J. BILLINGTON,
Hon. Secretary.

DEBATING SOCIETY
W E are in despair. This year we cannot even
lament a newly-lost Golden Age, for we have
a t last been abandoned by those debaters
who could dwell upon the days when, as
juniors, they used to throng around the doors
of the Debating Hall in a frenzied endeavour
to catch a glimpse of the speakers holding
forth in an atmosphere of tense oratory,
To tell the truth, the Society is now beginning
to doubt the possibility of such an atmosphere
and to treat as phantasy those amazing
stories of the past. So low has the Society
fallen !
The main feature of the year has been the
accentuation of the dangerous tendencies of
last season's debating. The Joint Debates
have developed into great bloated gatherings
where a shroud of sullen reticence quells all
attempts at imaginative oratory. And as
for the Private Debates, it is only the lynxeyed librarians who are able to spot the
handful of sixth-formers who scurry into a
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corner of the Library, where they conduct
their discussion in undertones. They would
remain there unnoticed if it were not for the
continual and strident tones of their
Chairman, Mr. Blount.
We will take this opportunity to express
our thanks to him for so consistently
supporting and enlivening the Society with a
reliable exuberance which is the more astonishmg when one knows the circumstances. We
cannot tostpone fuither the inevitable
confession of our debating standard. The
Society possesses several first-class speakers,
with an unusual variety of outlook and
style. They have frequently given impressive
displays of imagination, logic and oratory—
but not of debating. The very spirit of the
art seems to have eluded us all the year.
But perhaps the recent Joint • Debate
which confounded even D. A. Collis has
depressed us unduly. We would do better to
remember the debates in the Spring term
when the spirit and resourcefulness of the
Private and Joint Debates and of the Debate
against the Staff indicated a halt in the
Society's decay.
Marked ability and enthusiasm among a
few of the younger members lends a little
more weight to the bold assertion that a
revival is imminent, an assertion which must
be made, if only to encourage the Society of
next year and to sustain the amazing vitality
of our gallant Chairman.
B. W. TANNER,
Hon. Secretary.
Debating Characters
B. W. TANNER, Secretary and left-wing
cynic, is perhaps the most dangerous of our

never be a debater in the traditional style,
but as an artist in ideas he is unparalleled,
R. J. BILLINGTON takes the debating
platform for an evangelistic pulpit. If he
introduced into his speeches something more
than theology and comic stories, he would
be a first-class debater, for his delivery is
good and his personal approach is persuasive,
K
P E A R C E i s something of an enigma,
H i s i n s i 3 t e n c e on quoting Virgil and Homer
i i t t l e t o d i s p e l t h i s i m p r e s s i o n . When
d
hJ
a k s E n e l i s h n i s measured logic reveals
a discerning" mind where the abstract is
He has a lucid and well-balanced
concerned.
s t y l e b u t o n e f e e l s t h a t there is an unnatural
restraint in his manner,
J- D - MOUNTFORD has a pompous mode of
speech. With his carefully controlled vocal
inflexions,
pursed lips and
perplexed
expression, and his apparent engrossment in
a
problem too abstruse for the ears of his
listeners, he convinces the House, if not
himself, of his fluency and erudition,
S. ROSENTHAL was obliging enough to
attend some of the meetings earlier in the
ear
y - H i s confidential manner and original
arguments combine to make him a telling
debater. While speaking, he keeps the House
™ constant apprehension lest he should fall
f r ° m his precarious perch on the back of a
chair.
J. B. GOTTSCHALK will do well in the
Society next year.
His terse, forthright
delivery and outspoken expression of unusual
ideas are features of which the Society
stands in dire need.
Outstanding speeches (and attendance) are
to be recorded for P. A. FELTHAM, G. W.

speakers, for his rapier-thrusts of seeming

PETERS, P. A. GARDNER and P. F. PRICE.

logic come unpleasantly near to piercing our
fond illusions, and often succeed in' shaking
t h e Debating Societj-'s mighty edifice of selfsatisfied pretentiousness. His habitual sarcasm casts a veil of confusion over much of
what he says, but this weapon is especially
effective when used against him.
His
secretarial efficiency is indeed unsurpassed.
G.F.B.L.
G. F. B. LAUGHLAND is our finest rhetorician
and is a master at the art of enthralling the
House with platitudes. With a mannered
style and a slightly affected voice, he
produces a magnificent introduction to a
speech which never arrives. But when he
has planned his ideas carefully he can p u t
across a forceful argument just where his
adversary is weakest.

With several of the older members remaining
at School next year and an infusion of
ability and astonishing enthusiasm from the
Lower Divisions, the Society is looking forward t o yet more debating successes in the
coming season.
B.W.T.
LITERARY SOCIETY
As Sisyphus struggles to push a huge boulder
up his steep hill in hell, so the Literary
Society labours to awaken the dormant
intellectual consciousness of the School.
The charm of a Wilde, or the eloquence of a
Morris could not even stir this lethargic
beast, still less persuade it to attend meetings.
The fare last term was of the very best,
providing unequalled opportunities for enlightenment, and it is a pity t h a t more
people do not take advantage of them.
As it is, the Society is taking dn the
nature of an esoteric cult, rather like the
Mafia or the Ku-Klux Klan, and in the
future fiery crosses may be seen burning
brightly on the roof of Big School.

D. A. COLLIS is the most remarkable
debater of the year. His wild gesticulations
and stylistic abandon seem to unsettle all
but the strongest girls at the Joint Debates,
and these features tend to obscure the fiery
inventiveness and the extraordinary train
of thought of t h e speech itself. He could
22

The first meeting of the season was made
gay by the presence of Margaret Hilton,
who spoke on the mediaeval drama, and held
her audience enthralled by acting scenes from
the more salty of the farces. At the second
meeting, Mr. J. Ounsted took his leave of the
Society, with which he was formerly
associated, by reading a paper upon his
favourite modern poet, T. S. Eliot, and by
playing appropriate gramophone records.
All praise is due to Mr. Osborne for his
assiduous and inspiring Chairmanship during
this most difficult period in the Society's
history. As Villon would say, Je crie a
toutes gens mercie.
D.

A.

Russian drama. Each proved to be more
funny and more clever than the last.
The play was written and produced b y
G. F. B." Laughland and M. Van Ments
without any assistance from the Staff.
They are to be congratulated, as indeed are
their company, most of whom had already
taken part in the Society's main production
earlier in the term.
When the curtain fell after the " Actor's
Nightmare " had been depicted by the
gibbering patter of the Green Room sprites,
one knew t h a t the reputation of the
Dramatic Society had been enhanced yet
again.

M. VAN MENTS,

Hon.

COLLIS,

Secretary.

Hon. Secretary.
MUSICAL SOCIETY
DRAMATIC SOCIETY
AFTER two terms of feverish activity, the:
Society may well look back with pleasure:
over a period in which it has undergone many
important changes and added yet another
chapter to its history.
" M a c b e t h " was chosen as this year'si
School Play, and with the co-operation of thes
Art Society, who laboured valiantly to>
construct a castle mighty enough for anyr
Scottish nobleman, of the Musical Society,
whose ghostly chords still echo on the stage,
of the electricians who, working behind ai
dense smoke-screen amidst a tangle of wire,
managed to produce the most blasted heathl
that any witch could wish for, and of all the3
other faithful back-stage workers, the Societyf
gave three performances of this Shakespeareani
tragedy on February 5th, 6th and 7th, in thes
face of keen competition from Michael1
Redgrave and his company.
Not content with this, the Societyf
launched almost immediately into a dramaticc
entertainment, designed to inform the Schoolil
" How to produce a play." Of this latestt
production Mr. G. R. V. Dowling hass
written : " Despite the lapse of three monthss
since the presentation of this play, the writerr
has little difficulty in recalling to mind thiss
second production within a term by memberss
of the Dramatic Society.
The mainti
impression is t h a t of a very amusing andd
cleverly written piece, played with ex:hilarating speed—a vivid success whichh
quite belied the weakness of Jthe title.
" How to produce a play " was the theme.
The Author-Producers deserve great creditt
for keeping up a lively tempo with the swiftt
dialogue of those acting out their parts uponn
h
the stage, and by the rapidity with which
the scenes were changed.
The type of play to produce ? The choicee
was set forth in a series of parodies uponn
the Greek Play, the Victorian Melodramaa
(suitably spiced with screams from Sir
ir
Jasper's victim), the Chinese and thee

T H E standard of Music in the School is rising
visibly and audibly. Under the competent
and energetic control of our new president,
choir, orchestra and individual performers
are aspiring to greater heights than ever
before,
Last term's most important musical
function was the School Concert.
The
attendance was very gratifying, and we
believe that all the visitors went home
satisfied, if not inspired. They heard almost
an entire symphony, a flute trio, several
part-songs, and piano and organ works.
J. B. Ludlow played part of Mendelssohn's
Violin Concerto, and was accompanied by
A. J. Cooke. In the " Agincourt Song,"
sung by the choir, the accompaniment was
arranged for brass instruments by K. F .
Neeves.
We were proud to have J. B. Ludlow in
the Grammar Schools Music Festival, again
playing the Mendelssohn Concerto—this
time with the City of Birmingham Symphony
Orchestra—and next day we were more proud
to read in the Evening Despatch the headline,
" Watch Mr. Ludlow, he's worth hearing
too."
Last term's mid-day recitals included an
organ recital by Dr. Willis Grant, a
" composite " recital by several members,
and a visit by Dr. Ian Parrott of Birmingham
Universitv, who played some of his own
compositions.
These recitals continue to
prosper.
We were sorry to lose Mr. Philip Cranmer
in December and we still miss his charming
personality, b u t we feel that we have a more
than adequate successor in Dr. Willis Grant,
who now leads us. And so, singing cheerfully
in the confidence of even more spectacular
advances, we withdraw into our new Musical
Closed Circle, whose secrets we dare n o t
divulge.
R.

T.

POPPLE,

p.p. J. B. Ludlow,
Hon. Secretary.
23

Results of the Music Competition :
Pianoforte, Class 1 (A) Under 12i :
G. T. Bruce.
Pianoforte, Class 1 (B) Under 14 :
D. A. Wright.
House Choirs : Mr. Leeds' House.
Pianoforte, Class 2. Under 16 :
T. F. H. Oxley.
Organ Class : A. J. Cooke. .
Pianoforte, Class 3. Over 16 : A. J. Cooke.
Instrumental Class. Open :
A. J. Homer (Trumpet).

SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY
T H E Easter term saw the Scientific Society
continuing to enjoy its usual strong support.
Three meetings were held, the first of which
was an enjoyable illustrated lecture bv
Mr. E. V. Smith, entitled " The Moon."
At the second meeting, Dr. Garlick of
Birmingham University paid us a return
visit to talk upon " Luminescence," and
again enthralled his audience with a profusion of illustrating experiments. At the
final meeting, Mr. W. Hall delivered a lecture
on " Dry Ice and Liquid Air " with many
fascinating experiments to illustrate it.
He was ably assisted by C. R. Reese.
We must thank Mr. Ballance for his valuable work as Chairman, R. J. Pine for his
fine posters, and Mr. Armitage and his
assistants for their work on our behalf.
A. Y.

DRUMMOND,

Hon.

Secretary.

PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY
DURING the
past
year
two
outside
speakers were invited to address the Society.
This is an improvement on recent years,
when only speakers from the School have
lectured. Three meetings were held during
the Winter term, and consisted of a photographic brains trust, a lecture on " Composition " by Mr. F. Ludford, and lastly one
on " Enlarging " by D. A. Hobbs. Owing to
the difficulty of obtaining speakers, only one
meeting was held during the Easter term, at
which Mr. F . Green gave a lecture on
" Pictorial Photography."
This term, three meetings have been
arranged, and at the time of going t o Press
only one of these has been held. On this
occasion the Society heard H. E. Stein ablv
speak on " Developing."
Members of the Society have not been idle
during the year. Although we are considerably restricted by the shortage of
materials, many photographs taken by
members have been seen in various parts of
the School. A number of these appear in
this edition of the CHRONICLE.

Once again the Society is indebted t o
Mr. Hall for his help as Chairman.
R.

M. N.

MOLESWORTH,

Hon.

Secretary.

CIVIC SOCIETY
T H E two meetings held in the Spring term on
" The Press," demonstrated that the School's
interest in " the central problem of modern
democracy " is at best tangential. It was
the Staff who showed a thankful discernment
and eked out an otherwise lamentable
reception (of eight) for Mr. T. W. Hutton,
O.E., Editor of the Birmingham.
Post,
speaking on " Balance in Newspapers."
Mr. Hutton's courteous reply was to invite
a party from the Society to the offices of the
Post and Mail.
There is nothing more to say but to
apologize to the Chairman, Mr. Blount, to
various members of the Society, and to the
Postermonger, for the disappointing reward
of their labours.
J.

D.

MOUNTFORD,

Hon.

Secretary.

Late News : Visit very interesting stop saw
Mail, May 6th through presses stop.

GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY
ON account of indispositions during the
Spring term, we were able to arrange only
one external visit, and to secure the services
of only one speaker. We opened well within
the first week of term by making a tour of
Davenport's C.B. Brewery, a visit which
more than justified our expectations.
Mr. Kay was the speaker a t our only
meeting and his illustrated talk about the
Southern Alps proved to be of great interest.
This term, two meetings are to be held, and
at one of these we hope to hear of some aspects
of Rhodesia, a subj ect which wfll be surveyed
by the School Captain. Also this term we
are paying a visit to Fort Dunlop, postponed
from early last year, and we earnestly hope
to arrive there this time before the fuel cuts
are imposed.
J. R. T Y E ,
^
Hon. Secretary.
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
THIS year, in spite of four brilliantly delivered
lectures, the attendance at Societv meetings
has not been as large as had been hoped.
It would appear that the majority of the
School, whilst recognizing that archaeology
can be both entertaining and illuminating,
simply will not take the trouble to attend.
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The lectures, however, although possessing
a sufficiently wide scope to attract as many
people as possible, also have a high cultural
standard which, as is perhaps only natural,
would frighten away the less responsible
members of the School.
On the whole, therefore, the Society has
had a fairly good year. Its only serious
reverse has been the premature loss of
K. Pearce as Secretary. But under the
excellent chairmanship of Mr. T. C. Burgess
it maintains its dignity and high reputation.
A.

W.

MEWETT,

Hon.

Secretary.

PHILATELIC SOCIETY
IN the past year the Society has acquired a
large following from t h e Lower School,
which augurs well for the future. During
the Summer, activities will be confined to
two " swop meetings." The Spring term
saw two members address the Society,
B. A. Beacham on the stamps of Ceylon, and
J. B. Gottschalk on those of Iraq. We are
as ever grateful to Mr. H u m for acting as
Chairman, and to R. \V. J. Chitham for his

Amongst the speakers were two past
secretaries of the Society.
A. P. Vogt
departed from the usual line in giving an
interesting talk, accompanied with photographs, on Pioneer Camps for Boys. M. J .
Apps gave an address in his usual cogent
style on " The Christian Attitude to Modern
Needs."
As usual, Crusader leaders were strongly in
evidence, notably Mr. R. S. Pickering,
Mr. H. R. Germaine, both of Sutton Coldfield
Class, and Mr. P. Naish, of Moseley Crusaders.
We would welcom; stronger support from the
many Crusaders known to be in the School.
The Society has now been affiliated to the
Inter-School Christian Fellowship.
Meetings will be held during the first half
of the Summer term, and prayer meetings
will be held again on Fridays before School.
J.

R.

GRUNDON,

Hon.

Secretary.

CLOSED CIRCLE

T H E Closed Circle prospers, and the imposing
characters of Success, Prosperity and Pride
have been chosen as the Society's delegates
posters.
K. J. MAREING,
to the annual convention of Society Reports.
All is well. The voice of Spring has appealed
Hon. Secretary.
in vain to the members and the record of
attendances remains consistently high. Many
lively and enthusiastic discussions have
ART SOCIETY
reflected the wide interests of the members and
LAST term saw the Art Society moving into the even wider experiences of distinguished
full swing. Two visits to the Van Gogh visitors.
exhibition at the Birmingham Art Gallery
Sir Barry Jackson, last term's distinguished
were arranged, at which there were large visitor to the Society, delighted everyone by
attendances. A few days later, D. A. CoUis relating anecdotes about the theatre and its
brought back those paintings to our minds personalities. Last December, D. A. CoUis
with some wonderfully vivid and amusing introduced a paper on " What China has t o
impressions of the exhibition.
offer the West." S. Rosenthal offered a
paper on " The Jewish Problem " in January,
The scenery built by the Society for the
and K. Pearce one on " The Art of TransSchool Play, " Macbeth," was a very
lation " in March. The Secretary introduced
ambitious project and provided a perfect
a discussion on " The Interpretation of
setting for Mr. Dowling's production.
History " at the first meeting of this term.
Towards the end of the term Mr. H u m
gave a very thorough and interesting talk on
We must thank our Chairman, Mr. Blount,
the various branches of outdoor sketching,
once again for his constant and enthusiastic
in preparation for some organized sketching
support.
expeditions this term. His talk was very
E. J. ANDREWS,
well attended and all sections of the School
Hon. Secretary.
were represented.
We are proud of this
display of interest and we hope to see a great
revival in the field of Art in the near future.
JUNIOR DEBATING SOCIETY
R.

J.

PINE,

Hon.

LAST term four meetings were held, and three
of these were taken up with debates. The
subjects debated were, " The Present S3'stem
of Party- Government," " The Boarding
School System," and " The Scientific Bias in
the School." The last meeting, as last year,
took the form of a Brains Trust, and questions
on subjects ranging from Communism to
Parents' Days were hurled a t a team of
seven picked " Brains."

Secretary.

CHRISTIAN UNION
T H E Christian Union held eight meetings
during the Spring term. As usual, these
were held in the Art Room on Fridays a t
1-0 p.m. Attendances varied considerably,
but the keen nucleus remained constant.
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Altogether the attendances were not good,
and although most speeches were not up t o
the Society's usual standard, they were,
nevertheless, sufficiently lively. I t is hoped
t h a t a meeting will be held this term.
Thanks must be extended to Mr. Dunt for
his unfailing services as Chairman, and to
R. W. J. Chitham for his humorous posters.
J. C. F I E L D ,

Hon.

Secretary.

RAILWAY AND MODEL ENGINEERING
SOCIETY
T H E Society's success continues. Since the
last report there have been four meetings,
wdvich included a very enjoyable talk by
Mr. Dewsbury of the Stephenson Locomotive
Society, and a very instructive film-show
about the London Underground, the script
for which was read by two of our own
members.
Four outdoor visits have also been made,
including a visit to the Motive Power Depot
a t Rugby, and another coach trip, this year
to the. repair shops at Crewe. Other visits
are planned for t h e Summer.
The engineers are still progressing with the
model railway, and often the peacefulness of
half-holidays has been disturbed by loud
hammerings which appear to originate in our
room. I t is rumoured t h a t some of the
actual track has been laid.
We should like to thank Mr. Gess and the
committee for their assistance, and R. J. Pine
for his posters.

L. T. CHAMBERLAIN,

Hon.

Secretary.

NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY
T H I S report has been written early in the
term and, as a result, there is unfortunately
little worthy of note, other than the private
activities of members of the Botanical section.
Permission has been obtained for work
(which has since been commenced) in
Spurrier's Pool adjoining Edgbaston golf
course. I t is hoped to organize expeditions
during the term.
The Ornithological section has made two
excursions to Bittel reservoirs, and on these
and other occasions several interesting birds
have been observed. These include goosanders, a jack snipe, eider duck, and a common
scoter a t Bittel, a red-throated diver at
Bartley reservoir, and a great northern diver
and common scoter at Shustoke.
The
section also heard a talk on Skokholm bv
R. J. Roberts, which was illustrated by
pictures and specimens.
The departure of Mr. Ounsted has been
very much felt bv the Society and we shall all
miss his assistance. We should like to express
our gratitude for all the work he has done for
us.

P. J.

WELBANK,

Hon.

JUNIOR SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY
W E have had a very enjoyable series of
meetings this year with a considerable
variety of subjects, and there has been much
opportunity for learning new facts. Our
interests have indeed been well looked after.
We were privileged to have members of the
Staff to lectureon " Pond Life," "Astronomy"
and " Neon Lighting," and we warmly
thank Mr. Ballance, Mr. Porter and Mr.
Traynor for spending their time with us.
We have also enjoyed short talks by various
members, and we hope that next year the
" U p p e r Middles," besides the " R e m o v e s "
and the " Shells," will show still greater
interest in the Society, which deserves the
support of a larger proportion of the Lower
School. We are ready to welcome new
members in the coming year.
Our sincere thanks must go t o Mr. Hall for
his kind support and Chairmanship at our
meetings.

P. H A W K E S ,

Hon.

Secretary.

J.T.C. REPORT
FOR J.T.C. purposes the Summer term is
always a short one. At least half of the
contingent is affected by the School Certificate
and Higher School Certificate examinations.
Despite this, however, the Band, the Signals
Platoon, and the Technical Training Platoon
have been nourishing, and the first six weeks
of term have been crammed with activity.
At the beginning of term the contingent
was divided into House Companies and all
training has been planned with the House
Company Competition in view. This seemed
a very distant prospect several weeks ago
when all our attention was concentrated
upon the Gymkhana which took place on
May Sth. The visiting officer was the C O .
of the Budbrooke depot, and t h e Corps
managed to p u t on a show that was
impressive to both him and the spectators.
Perhaps the most notable event of the
afternoon was a spectacular but completely
unintentional piece of motor cycling by
Sgt. Allcott.
Our energies are now devoted to the annual
inspection on June 10th, this year by a
Major-General from the War Office. Further
ahead is the J.T.C. Camp, which is to be held
again at Gandale, near Catterick.
Last
year's camp was enjoyable and instructive,
and this vear camp should be even better.
The response so far has been good and it is
hoped to raise a full company from the
Corps to attend.
It only remains to welcome to the contingent Capt. Meerendonk from the East
Surrey Regiment, and Sergeant-Major Cotter
who joins us in place of C.S.M. Lowing, t o
whom the Corps sends its best wishes.

Secretary.

T. T. GATTY,
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Under-Officer.

A.T.C. REPORT
ONCE again the A.T.C. has had a very success- i
ful year.
Training for the Proficiency
Certificate and for the Advanced Training
Examination has been continued. Twentyeight cadets entered for the Proficiency
Examination and there was only one failure.
During the year the advanced class has
been divided into two groups, one for
" Wireless and Signals " and the other for
" Air-Crew and General " instruction. The
latter group specialize in navigation, while
the former, after a series of interesting
lectures, have worked on an Aircraft Transmitter and Receiver, which they hope will
soon be in action. They are also building a
short-wave receiver which will be completed
soon. The recruits have almost finished their
basic training syllabus.
A very interesting field-day was held last
term at Hednesford, and this term we are
going to Wellesbourne, a photographic unit.
The annual training camp is to be held at
Hooton Park, Birkenhead, during the last
week of term. We have reason to believe
that a very good programme has been
arranged for our benefit.
Two very
interesting visits have been made to Halton
and to Cranwell College.
Seven cadets have been selected for
flights overseas, and so far two have
completed trips to Kenva and to Habbaniya
(Iraq). Both cadets found their journeys
interesting and enjoyable. It is to be hoped
that many more cadets will be able to take
advantage of this scheme.
Gliding at Castle Bromwich has continued,
and eight more cadets have obtained
Certificate " A." A Shooting VIII from the
Flight has entered for the Battle of Britain
Challenge Cup.
The Flight won the
Birmingham and Warwickshire Wing Senior
Swimming Championship Cup at a gala held
at Leamington Spa on 29th May.
These successes have been due largely to
the continual efforts of F . / L t . Mathews.
He has been well supported bv P./O. Gess
and F./O.s Traynor and Whalley.
The
thanks of ever}' member of the Flight are
extended to our Officers for the work t h a t
they so willingly do.
J. R. HARRISON,
Flight Sergeant.

extend and strengthen its influence on the
School. New methods have been tested,
new fields explored and conquered ; it is
indeed a cause for rejoicing to know that we
are moving forward.
Taking up the threads of our report in the
last edition of the CHRONICLE, we must
remind ourselves and our readers of
" Operation 70th," which took place last
November.
The School group acted as
hosts to scouts and parents of Birmingham
West Division, and Big School was used for
the presentation by thirty-five K.E.S. scouts
of a variety entertainment lasting one-anda-half hours. Before the show, Mr. Carter
Moore, District Commissioner for Edgbaston,
gave a very interesting and informative talk
about the " Jamboree de la Paix, 1947."
During the Christmas holidays, the T-L.s
of the scout troops successfully organized a
party for a group of children from Middlemore
Homes, and a number of the senior members
of the group again volunteered as helpers for
the holiday play-centres run by the Birmingham Education Department,
Work during the Spring term progressed
smoothly in all troops, and the number of
officers was increased by the welcome
addition of both Mr. Soltau, unfortunately
only a temporary member of the Staff, and of
Mr. Osborne,
Field Day for the senior troop consisted of
some rather strenuous and exacting labours,
designated by the apparently harmless title
of " Patrol Activity." The scout troops
spent the day in Sutton Park, taking part in
a Wide Game of the robust type.
Easter saw the beginning of the camping
season, and Woodcote, near Bromsgrove, is
again being used for camps every week-end
during this Summer term. Two teams from
70th will take part in the Divisional Junior
Camping Team Competition, to be held in
July.
The disappearance of the orchard and other
rough ground to the south and east of the
School buildings has somewhat curtailed our
activities this term, but more use is now
being made of the Eastern Road ground.
Summer camps will be held this year at
Brixham and in the Lake District for the
senior and combined junior troops respectively. Seventy members of the group
will be attending one or other of these camp's.
Altogether a verv good vear.
I.

SCOUT REPORT

W.

MILLS,

Group Quartermaster.

As the end of vet another school vear
approaches, the 70th Birmingham Scout
Group can look back with satisfaction a t
the work accomplished during the past
twelve months.
At long last we think
ourselves justified in stating t h a t scouting
at K.E.S. has emerged from its hibernation
in Group H.Q. and is gradually beginning to

C.E.W.C. CONFERENCE
FROM the afternoon of Friday, April 30th
until May 2nd, a week-end conference,
organized by the Birmingham Branch of the
Council for Education in World Citizenship,
was held at Salford Priors, and was attended
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by Mr. Blount and a party of six from the
programme than any other of the major
School. The subject of the conference was powers.
" The Marshall Plan " and the speakers were , Mr. Blount, in his reply, was a t the obvious
Mr. C. H. C. Blount, supporting, and Mrs. M.
disadvantage of being too closely confined
Cohen, opposing, with Mr. Hayes, a lecturer by the limits of the subject to go into
in Economics at Birmingham Universit}^, in fundamental political definitions which everythe Chair. The leaders of the four Discussion one but the Communists seemed to take for
Groups also took part.
granted. He started, however, by pointing
On account of the speakers' known out t h a t democracy was a word which had
divergences of political opinion, we were all already acquired a definite meaning before
expecting some lively speeches and dis- the Russians had started to apply it to what
they themselves had once called '' the
cussion, and from the very beginning of
dictatorship of the proletariat," merely to
Mrs. Cohen's first speech it became clear
confuse the issue. He pointed t h a t Mrs.
t h a t we were not to be disappointed.
Mr. Blount began by quoting Mr. Marshall's Cohen was using the words " Socialist " and
" Communist " synonymously, although in
speech at Harvard in June, 1947, to prove
that America was not trying to dominate fact they were different both in meaning and
in political origin.
This was another
Europe, and that the Plan was not directed
deliberate confusion of terms.
against any particular country, but against
hunger and poverty. He stressed that the
During question time, the meeting became
initiative must come from Europe and t h a t
extremely heated when the question of the
the European countries must first agree Czech elections was raised, and there were
among themselves.
several interpolations from those who could
Before the opening of the conference, we not accept Mrs. Cohen's suggestion that the
had been supplied with two pamphlets new elections to be held after the coup d''itat
stating both points of view, and the keynote would not be " a r r a n g e d " by the Communists. The question of Russian demobilizaof Mrs. Cohen's speech was illustrated by the
ominous picture on the front of the Com- tion was again mentioned, but was soon
abandoned, since the speakers could neither
munist pamphlet of a grasping hand stretched
agree with each other nor produce figures to
over Europe, and coloured not red, but a
support their statements.
particularly revolting shade of yellow which
considerably enhanced the ominous effect.
Thus a very enjoyable conference ended
Mrs. Cohen began by stating that America's with short speeches from a member of each
aim was world domination.
She flung Group, and these seemed to indicate that,
although there was considerable support for
Mr. Blount's own charge against Russia
Mrs. Cohen's economic arguments, the
back in his teeth, and said t h a t if we accepted
t h e Marshall Plan, Britain would become a political balance favoured Mr. Blount.
mere American colony. She added t h a t
B.H.J.
America had cut by half the European
requests for raw steel, and had refused t o
send any scrap steel at all. whereas she wanted
AN INTERVIEW WITH THE HEAD
to send two-and-a-half times the amount of
MASTER
finished goods requested. Thus she was
sending not the raw materials which Europe On Wednesday, May 19th, the CHRONICLE
needed to build up its industries, but her
interviewed Mr. C. R. Morris, who leaves at
own finished goods, which would most
the end of this term to become Vice-Chancellor
benefit her export trade. Britain, she said,
of heeds University.
This is, indeed, a
had been • ordered to cut her shipbuilding suitable time for brief retrospect, and before a
programme, to restrict an industry upon
new personality takes his place in the Head
which she had always based her economic Master's Study, it is well to pause for a moment
prosperity.
To accept the Plan would
and to review the achievements and the
mean the strangulation of European trade
aspirations of these five difficult years. We
by American private enterprise.
look also towards the future. Mr. Morris will
' The divergence of opinion between the two move on into a new sphere, whilst the School
will continue its academic progress of four
speakers became even greater politically than
hundred years. Here, then, are mingled, the
it had been economically, for whereas their
personal and the general, prospect and retroseconomic differences had been largely ones of
interpretation, their political differences were pect. Our interview took the form of direct
question and answer, and we here report it
fundamental. Mrs. Cohen spoke first, and
verbatim.
accused America of being undemocratic and
of trying to secure the political domination of
What will be the scope of your duties at
Europe. She asserted t h a t the United States Leeds University ?
.•
was trying to prepare Europe as a front-line
My duties w-ill be entirely administrative.
base for an atomic war against Russia, who Leeds is a very democratic university, and
neither desired, nor was threatening war, but
the academic side is in the hands of the
had carried out a larger demobilization
professors, while the business side is largely
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controlled by distinguished public men in
Yorkshire. The Vice-Chancellor is a link
between them.
Are you glad to be going back again to
university life ?
In many ways I shall be very glad to be
going back to university life, in which I have
spent more than twenty years, but I shall be
extremely sorry to leave Birmingham, for I
think that the headmastership of King
Edward's is the most interesting and one of
the most distinguished educational jobs in the
country.
What has been the most significant event in
the life of the School during your headmastership ?
Undoubtedly the 1944 Education Act
which had a wonderful effect on the freedom
of the School, giving it greater independence
and greater resources.
When you arrived, what presented itself as
the most urgent thing to be done ?
There did not seem much urgently to be
done, except to be fully ready to take
advantage of the opportunities which came a t
the end of the war. I t was obvious to me
from the way t h a t the School was standing
up extremely well to its wartime troubles
t h a t when the permanent Staff returned from
war service, King Edward's would embark on
one of its great periods. I still think so.
If the standard of the School fell during the
war, how far do you think the damage has been
repaired ?
If we set the very high standard that we
ought to set for K.E.S., I think the wartime
loss of standard is only now beginning to be
repaired. But t h a t repair is built on a very
firm basis.
Have you any special plans for the School
which may now be dropped, on account of your
resignation ?
I rather doubt whether such plans as we
have in mind are likely to be dropped,
although the future is in the hands of the new
Head Master, and he may favour a different
order of priorities. Two of the schemes that
I have had most a t heart are a covered
swimming bath (in addition to the War
Memorial) and a boarding house for boys
who live too far away. A little after these, I
was anxious for the School to have a rather
grand Sixth Form Common Room.
Have you any special remarks to make
about the School Club ?
Naturally, like everyone else, I should like
to see a lot more support for the various
activities of the School Club. I am a great
believer in a high measure of free trade for the
smaller societies, and I think it would be a
great pity to discourage them just because
they are small. I am not in favour of
compulsory games, and, in any case, we are
a t present handicapped by the shortage of
grounds.

About the Sixth Form's reaaests for more
privileges ?
No, I have nothing to say about this.
About the CHRONICLE ?

I should like very much to see the flow of
original contributions strong enough to
support each year a non-official number like
t h a t of Easter, 1947.
About School Meals ?
Throughout the year, the numbers of boys
taking lunch have increased enormously and
have been maintained. We have not 3'et
been able to make lunch take the important
place that it should in the life of the School,
but I am personally grateful to Miss Winfield
for her great efforts to meet the needs of
out-of-school activities.
About the School's reputation in Birmingham
and in the country ?
The noticeable thing about the School's
reputation is t h a t it is so much higher in the
country at large than in Birmingham, but
I still do not really know why this should
be so.
About the School's relations with the other
schools of the Foundation ?
I very much hope that the Sixth Form
Conference will continue. The Foundation
with its seven schools is unique in t h e
country, and the schools can do a good deal
for one another. For one thing, a really
intimate knowledge of what each is doing is a
tremendous help on the educational side, and
keeps public opinion alive.
Do you subscribe to the view that the Girls'
School is too near to K.F.S. ?
I am reminded of Bernard Shaw's remark
that " no man ever tells the truth about
what he thinks of marriage so long as his
wife is alive." He would be a bold man who
told the truth about what he thought of the
Girls' School, quam honoris causa nomino,
while he was still Head Master of K.E.S. !

NUNC CAVE, FERREOTAUR
O quanta qualia sunt haec strepentia
Quae semper celebrat inferna machina,
Quae fessis tormenta, quae poena fortibus,
Quum erit omnia Dozer in omnibus.
R.A.T.
OUR Classical Correspondent writes : " The
composition of this quatrain can be certainly
post-dated to the Spring of 1948 A.D. I n
t h a t year the Dozer mentioned operated
passim, b u t especiallv in West Africa and on
the playing-fields of K.E.S. Unless " Dozer "
is a gross corruption of deus ex machina, it
can be taken as an abbreviation of Iuppiter
Tauriformis, the modern bull-dozer. This
personification is unknown in antiquity, but
the legends of Cadmus and of Jason seem
implicit. The poet exclaims in no uncertain
terms against the clamour of mechanization,
2r>

and may be alluding to Juvenal's Semper
ego auditor ? The manuscript contains no
clear indication of authorshig. One thing is
certain however : these verses did not come
from the pen of Peter Abelard."

DEAD LANGUAGE
IN the highest literary circles there is one
game that is all the rage now ; from top to
bottom of the Civil Service the craze has
spread. It's not crosswords, things of the
p a s t ; they came under the ministerial lash
and are no more. Noughts and crosses was
long ago exhausted. Match games are p u t
by. Even form-filling has been shelved, for
the servants of the Crown have other sport.
For years this pastime was the preserve of •
Ivor Brown, of Sir Alan Herbert, of Lord
Dunsany, of dilettantes, commoners, knights
and lords alike. For years this was so, b u t
now the game has been patented by Sir
Ernest Gowers and popularized ; the rules of
play have been set forth in plain words.
And this was done for the benefit of our
cloistered bureaucracy—how else could it
have penetrated ? To-day each Government
department is rejuvenated and the offices
re-echo with laughter at the expense of their
late master, discreetly. How irreverent is
this ridicule, and how unseemly ; for the
lawgivers have not codified nihil nisi bonum,
nor paraphrased it vastly. The rule of
propriety is still alive with meaning ; it is
not yet a regulation.
Therefore, O Public, read this obituary,
and say adieu to a much-loved friend :
Civil Service English Usage, Finalization
of. The falling into desuetude of the abovementioned on the date as heading will
constitute a substantial cause for regret to all
personnel in whose field of operation it
became of comparatively
indispensable
assistance in the matter of official correspondence. I t will, moreover, be recognized
by such, whose period of fully active membership in the Service may exceed in a large
proportion of instances the period during
which C.S.E.U. has come under unilateral
criticism from certain sources, as a liquidation
the entry into force of which is calculated to
wash out the extensive bottleneck at present
existing in connection with the mopping-up
of the arrears of official correspondence.
Although it is readily appreciated t h a t this
will absorb the attention of staff to a considerable degree, it is nevertheless to be
pointed out that, adverting to the common
practice widely adopted, relatively speaking,
in the event of kin-decease, some measure of
recognition should be accorded to this
eventuality. It has been therefore decided
that an interment ceremony will take place in
the Outer Court (main yard of the Salvage

Dept.) on the th. prox. (date to be announced),
conditioned by the presence of the body of
Civil Servants within the mobile locality.
Proceedings will hot commence before 15.00
hours (3-0 p.m.). Further details will be
circulated to all staff involved by the turn of
the month. Since it is envisaged that the
ceremony will be of a sadistic character, it is
considered advisable to ensure a general
compliance with the following cross-sectional
suggestions, and the all-round implementation
of subsequent regulations which should not
entail an excessive overburdening of personnel :
(Henceforth to be known as
C.S.E.U. Int. Cer. Schedule A) : 1. Attendees
to stand on their honour to prevent any
falling off in numbers. 2. Attendees t o
attend in black, i.e. in clothes of a black
colour.
Silk hats will be on issue if
application for the loaning of same is made
in duplicate to the relevant authority on a
date not later than the date of the ceremony
(see back). If any difficulty materializes with
regard to black clothes, alternative clothing
should be reduced to the bare minimum.
Steps should be taken for a door-to-door
enquiry with a view to a quantitative
exploration of every avenue as to the
provision of floral decorations in the search
for which no stone should be left unturned.
J.D.M.
SYMBOLISM IN CHESS
EVER since Chess first came into existence
in the dim backwaters of Asiatic prehistory,
people have been vaguely aware that it is
something more than a game. Deep eternal
forces of life and death are somehow caught
up in this shadowy " chequer-board of
Nights and Days," and the pawns and
pieces symbolize forces older than Adam.
This feeling of hidden mystery which
inspired Lewis Carroll to write Alice Through
the Looking-Glass and Fokine to "write the
ballet Checkmate is well justified.
There is much evidence to show that Chess
started out as a primitive fertility rite,
rather like the Eleusinian mysteries, in which
the elemental forces which make the corn to
grow and the herds to multiply, were
commemorated and imitated by moving
carved ivory figures over a black and white
board.
As the game spread throughout
Asia and Arabia to the West, where it
became the chief amusement of castle-girt
mediaeval barons, the original meaning was
forgotten, or only intuitively sensed instead
of completely understood. Hence it becomes
necessary for present-day players to rediscover the meaning of the game, and more
especially the precise significance of the
various pieces, a significance which often
conditions their moves a t crucial moments in
a contest.
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Let us, then, consider the pieces one by
one, and take the feminine protagonists first.
The Queen, as Hardy would say, has more
of Artemis than Aphrodite in her character.
She is the huntress, darting about t h e
board as if through a forest, with hordes of
foxhounds and beagles yapping a t her heels.
She is cruel, too, a women to be feared rather
than loved. Her husband, the King, is
impotent, an old shuffling dodderer with one
foot in the grave, a cripple confined to his
bath-chair, and for this the Queen despises
him, preferring to dally with young knights
who wear gilded armour and shining gorgets.
The Queen is, in Freudian parlance, a stern
mother image, perhaps not so feminine as
the two bishops, b u t still a femme fatale.
Like the praying mantis, she lures her
opponent knights to infatuated destruction. '
She throws them a rose, they fall prostrate
at her feet, and she draws her sharp sword to
bury it in their love-sick hearts. Indeed la
belle dame sans merci "whose kiss is death.
The Bishops, who, despite their mitre and
cross are young snake-goddesses in disguise,
reveal their femininity by their soft, yielding
contours and ladylike movements. They are
overshadowed by the Queen, who steals their
young knights away, leaving them repining
sadly from a castle window, swallowing back
their tears, or flirting with the pawns.
The Knights symbolize the wild, rampaging
passions and the bull-like virility which is
usually associated with the principle of
fertility. Worship of this principle manifests
itself in many forms, from the Grecian
bacchanalia to Etruscan art. The Knights
with their cavorting steeds and curious
erratic moves are the true descendants of
Dionysus and the bullfighters of ancient
Crete. Their final triumph over the enfeebled
King is the climax of the game, and symbolizes
the victory of youth over the old and the
barren. The forces of darkness and winter
are routed, Proserpine is set free from
Pluto's dank domain, the crops spring up
once more and all is fresh and green.
What the Rook or Castle was intended to
symbolize is hard t o say, since it is a rather
heavy masculine piece, very closely connected
with the King.
A rather cumbersome
baggage train is the best way to describe it.
The pawns, of course, are the lily-white boys,
clothed all in green O, symbols of innocence
and purity in a wicked world of love and
black-blooded passion. Their part in this
field of Armageddon is that of a chorus, or a
row of befrocked choristers assisting in
mysteries which they do not understand.
Chess began as, and still remains, a magical
rite. In each game is enacted the struggle
between the forces of life and those of
decrepitude and death ; so t h a t by a process
of mimesis or imitative magic, the earth is
persuaded to bestir itself from its yearlysleep and pulse with vegetable life once

more, to become fecund with fat swathes of
wheat and tresses of grapes. With t h e
modern cult of virility, Chess has many
subconscious connections, and when a famous
chess player decides to open with a Knight,
he may be expressing his own masculinity
unbeknowns, or if he toys with his Queen a
great deal, a sharp psychiatrist might
ascribe it to an accentuated Oedipus complex.
But whatever modern investigators may read
into it, Chess remains the great game of life
par excellence and as such will be played till
rolling vears shall cease to move.
D.A.C.
THE GOVERNMENT INSPECTOR
A Short Story
T H E railway from Montinaba to Monte
Augusto is long and winding. It runs for
three hours without a halt, and as there is
no corridor, you and your travelling companions are doomed to one another's company
for a long time.
Thus, it was with some annoyance t h a t I
watched a fat man scramble ungracefully
into my compartment. He sat down heavily,
gasped for breath, and wiped his forehead.
Then he pushed his case under t h e seat and
lit a cigar.
" Aha," he said exuberantly, " are you
going to Monte Augusto ? "
" Yes," I replied guardedly.
" Business ? " he demanded.
" To see an old friend," I said. I dislike
fat men, especially those who try to question
me about my affairs.
" I see," he said. " I ' m on business, you
know. Never a spare moment. Well, very
few. I'm a sort of a Government Inspector.
That doesn't mean t h a t I inspect the
Government, though they need it."
And
he laughed uproariously.
Three hours of this, I thought in deep selfpity.
" As a matter of fact, I'm on rather a
strange job down here. I'll tell you about
it." He snuggled down in his seat, and puffed
his cigar. " Don't know whether you've
heard of it," he started, " but there's a small
airline t h a t runs from Monte Augusto across
to Santo Verdante, a little mining village in
the mountains. It's only a small line with a
couple of planes owned by a chap called
Belldoc—queer name, though I expect he's
some foreigner."
This, from an Englishman in South
America, sounded very paradoxical, but I
said nothing.
" There are two other chaps, pilots named
Waddeley and Crabb, and Belldoc's daughter.
She cooks for them. I believe she's engaged
to Crabb, but I don't know. Anyway, as I
said, this airline runs from Monte Augusto out
to Santo Verdante and back. Carries mining
engineers on leave, and so on, b u t it doesn't
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get much trade. Certainly not enough to
justify its setting up there. So the Government sent me out to investigate it—see what
the accounts were like. I can smell a rat
miles off in a phony account book," he
boasted.
Stop your silly mixed metaphors and come
t o the point, I thought, for, in spite of
myself, I was becoming interested.
" S o I went up there at the beginning of
last week," he continued, " and had a good
look round. It looked all right, but I wasn't
taking any chances, so when I returned to
Montinaba, I took a look at their papers in
Government House—all the licences and
passport returns and other documents. All
correct, too. But," he leant forward in his
seat, " I still wanted to know why those four
were operating an airline in the middle of
the jungle. A waste of petrol and aircraft,
I should have said, no money in it, unless it
was crooked money. Later, I went down to
the International Club, and there I got
talking to an American buyer from New
York. Name of Brenann. I told him all
about this airline in the middle of the jungle,
though I didn't tell him my suspicions. Just
said t h a t it seemed a bit queer. He looked
thoughtful for a moment and then he said :
' Crabb, did you say the name was ? Funny.
I heard of a pilot called Crabb out in South
Africa. He and a fellow called—er—Walley,
and someone else called—no, I forget the
name, ran an airline there between some
mining town and the coast. I never met
them, but it was in all the papers. They'd
been running stuff out from a mine—gold,
I suppose—and dropping it in a boat offshore
t o evade the Customs, but they packed up
before it was discovered.' Well, there you
are. Walley was obviously Waddeley, and
the third name, I'll bet, was Belldoc. I
didn't say anything to Brennan then, just in
case. But I came straight to the station and
I'm going up to have another look round the
premises of Mr. Belldoc and his friends.
I'll bet they're running the same racket here.
Flying gold out of the country by a secret
route, and taking a commission on it. Most
miners would do it if they could get an
outside buyer to pay more than the Government does, and they usually can. Mr. Belldoc
is in for it now," he finished, and lay back
happily in his seat.
When the slow train pulled into Monte
Augusto station, a negro porter climbed into
the compartment for my luggage.
He
glanced round.
" Compartment to yourself, sah ? " he
remarked.
" There was somebody else," I said, with a
grin, " but I pushed him out as we were
going through the tunnel."
He laughed hugely. " Very funny," he
said, " very funny, Mr, Belldoc."
G.T.L.

IN DEFENCE OF AN ORGANIST
A N organist is one of an accursed and
persecuted race. In addition to the canons
and curates by whom he is chiefly molested,
he is confronted by a public whose nature is
unique. This public is completely ignorant of
t h e very essentials of an organ, and this
ignorance is the main difficulty which the
organist must overcome. He is approached
after services at which he has played by those
who like " nice music " and who want to
look at the organ. One of them, after
inspecting it thoroughly, remarks brightly,
" Isn't it just like three pianos with knobs
o n ? " The " public," in fact, cannot speak
or think in terms of the organ, for always in
its mind is the fatal association with the
piano.
Other " music-lovers " ask him such
unanswerable questions as : " W h y do you
have all those knobs to pull out ? " or
" Wouldn't it be a lot easier if you didn't
bother about all those pedals ? I t wouldn't
make much difference, would it ? " or (and
this is most common of all), " W h a t would
happen if I pulled this ? "
The organist also has to free himself from
the association with the cinema-organ and
the tremulant stop. The late Dr. Harvey
Grace was once informed t h a t when he
played " it didn't sound like an organ at
a l l ; there were no drums or anything."
The " public " is more attracted b y novelty
than by grandeur, and the organist's only
consolation is his knowledge of the technical
superiority of his instrument.
W h a t are the causes of all this ? The chief
cause is the inevitable association with the
piano. How many pianists believe that they
could sit at an organ and play it with perfect
ease ! And how many congregations suffer
from pianists doing so ! The second cause is
the general ignorance of which we have
spoken, and a sentimental attitude towards the
" mighty organ," largely due to Handel's
" Largo " and " The Lost Chord." The third
cause is the refusal to realize t h a t the organist
is a specialist, even if he is only an amateur.
And what are the remedies ?
Every
organist is proud of his instrument, and he is
always willing to demonstrate its capabilities.
One remedy, therefore, is for the " public "
to avail itself of the opportunity of becoming
acquainted with the organ. Another remedy
is for it to allow the organist the knowledge
and the experience that he has gained, and to
remember that, although it may know
Handel's " Largo " or even Beethoven's
" Fifth Symphony," it most probably does
not know as much about organs as it likes to
think it does.
R.T.P.
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JAZZ AT THE TOWN HALL
WAR-DRUMS beating in the close-pent air, a
thousand mask-like faces, bright pink discs,
swaying'with fevered emotions, arms and
legs threshing restlessly in orgasms of selfindulgence;; the jazz-men in dirty reeferjackets, fraved corduroys and beer-soaked
shirts, sprawled awkwardly about the half
moon of stage, like tired bacchantes, amidst
an underbrush of bones, snares, mike-cables,
side-drums and golden torques. As the first
thick, curling notes of jazz come tumbling out,
the hall glows like a neon-sign, the fire leaps
from eye to eye and from body to body.
Rippermouth blues—apes and peacocks
swinging through bluev-green branches, cool,
sticky molten lava forced under the eyelids,
long sharp skewers driven with a mallet down
between the fingernails, houses.bursting into
flames,
death,
destruction
and
racial
oppression, and yet at the same time a
feeling of exhilaration, of unbeatable optimism
and of triumph over all the troubles and
misfortunes that mortal flesh is heir to.
This is the " catharsis " that Aristotle speaks
of, the purging of the emotions in the wild,
intoxicated whirlwind of fat rat-busting jazz.
As the frenzy rattles on to a climax, there
is a stir in the band, and the ugly-faced
character with the cornet lurches to his feet
in a state akin to demoniacal possession. As
he stands there, he thinks of all the unhappiness in the world, of starving children
sleeping in bomb-scarred ruins, of men
maiming each other amid orange groves and
mango swamps, of families crowded together
like pigs in filthy tenements, of the
unutterable loneliness of big cities, and of all
the tawdry cheapness of modern civilization.
Then he hugs on tightly to his gleaming
torque and blows a soft cryin' note so sad t h a t
it tears people's hearts up like they were
telephone directories. As ecstatically as the
early Baptists rushed into the cleansing
waters of Jordan, so the audience rush to
immerse themselves in the cool, healing
torrents of jazz, to wash away the grime of
over-civilization and rediscover their own
souls, not the snivelling white jelly of
inhibitions and restraints, the well-mannered
eunuch, b u t the big black bounding soul of
blood and passion t h a t is natural man.
" Give me a pigfoot and a bottle of beer."
The band goes skullduddering off again,
coining the old magic, like Rumpelstiltzkin
spinning straw into gold. The aroma of wet
sawdust and honky-tonks, wild parties in
Harlem, late-night coffee-stands, the water
lapping under the piles of wicked old New
Orleans, shooting affravs in coloured town,
smoky barrel-houses where they cut the
sandwiches with razors, and a general air
of false gaiety—all is mixed up and left to

I

thing sublimely impermanent about good
jazz ; it is as transient as the morning dew.
apple-blossom, sunsets, first love, or anything
else that is really worth while. That great
heaving sensation inside the ribs which one
experiences on first hearing " t h e S a i n t s "
cannot be fully recapturedjby any subsequent
version, the ecstasy is c'fcime and gone like
the nightingale of ancient Niashipur that in
the branches: " A h , whence, and whither
flown again, who knows ? " Meanwhile in
the dense, crowded hall, the jazz-men are
playing like fiends, and like fiends the
audience are responding. The fierce, insistent
beat of banjo and of drum is taken up by a
thousand pounding feet. Rolling their large
white eyes and swaying their bodies, the
people surrender themselves to the music,
letting it flow in through their ears and pass
into the bloodstream until they quiver and
glow sympathetically with every nuance and
changing mood of the players. They feel
with them the agony and suffering of human
life, and they come through the experience
purged of their fears and feeling " kinda good
all over." Like Baudelaire they feel t h e y
are albatrosses, soaring far above the turmoil
and pettiness of human affairs, preening their
broad white feathers in the sun.
With sweat running in their eyes and
dropping on their instruments, the jazz-men
go into their last number. It is a traditional
march, expressing all the joie de vivre and
zest of the negro temperame'ht. The clarinet
sounds like a brilliantly coloured hummingbird darting her long tongue into the nectarfilled bells of orchids, while the cornet
razzes out a chorus like a stampede of wild
antelopes. lUectric light bulbs explode in the
mind as it sinks stupefied under the
bludgeonings of the brass and pigskin, and
prostrates itself, a willing, entranced victim,
upon the holy altar of jazz.
People rise unsteadily, as if from a trance,
and shamble off towards the exits. The
jazz-men pack up their kit on the now quiet
and barren stage, and start to worry about
the next meal. The nymphs are departed,
the panthers and the leopards are locked up
in their cages and the world comes flooding
back again. Another session of jazz at the
Town Hall has come to an end.
D.A.C.
BACK-NUMBERS OF THE " CHRONICLE "
W E regret that the School Library's collection
of back-numbers of the CHRONICLE lacks the
following :•
No. 287 (March, 1938).
No. 290 (March, 1939).
No. 293 (March, 1940).
We should be pleased if anyone in

boil by- the witty, mocking clarinet and the
possession of a copy of one of these editious
suave, sophisticated piano. There is some- 33 would send it t-o the Librariair.

King Edward's School Club
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS FOR YEAR APRIL 1st, 1947, to MARCH 31st, 1948.
EXPENDITURE

INCOME
£
200
10
10
10
7
1
67
168
115

Governors' Grant
Levett Trust
Heath Testimonial Fund
Mayo Trust
Old Boys' Permanent Contributory F u n d . .
Solomon Memorial Trust
Honorary Members' Subscriptions
Boys' Subscriptions
'
Grant from School Stock

£591

s.
0
10
17
1
7
9
2
15
0

d.
0
0
0
7
10
3
0
0
0

2 8

(Signed) J. C. ROBERTS, Hon. Treasurer.
Examined and iound correct,
H. G. BKIERLKY, Hon.

Football
Cricket
Athletics
Swimming
Fives
Tennis
Chess
CHRONICLE

Printing and Stationery
Postage and Telephone
Bank Charges
Civics Society
Musical Society
.Literary Society
Debating Society
Anglo-French Society
Sundries

'.:

/
100
220
6
37
39
3
21
103

s. d.
0 2
16 3
13 7
19 11
6 7
6 0
13 10
0

0

30 9
7 14
0 4
0 7
7 7
1 1
0 14
110
7 5

9
10
0
8
6
11
3
0
0

Auditor.

Receipts for year ending March 31st, 1948..
Balance brought forward, April 1st, 1947 . .
TOTAL

591 2 8
3 7 3
£594

9 11

Expenditure for year ending March 31st, 1948 589 11 8
Balance carried forward, April 1st, 1948. . . .

£4 18 8

£589 11 3

OUR CONTEMPORARIES
The Arch, The Arrow, The
Barrovian,
The Bath Edwardian, The Birkonian,
The
Bloxhamist, The Blundellian, The City of
London School Magazine, The College Times,
The Darlington Grammar School Magazine,
The Denstonian, The Dixonian, The Ellesmerian, The Five Ways Magazine,
The
Herefordian, The Holt School Magazine, The
King Edward VII School
(Johannesburg)
Magazine, The King Edward's
Grammar
School (Camp Hill) Chronicle, The Laxtonian,
The Leamingtonian,
The Leys
Fortnightly,
The Log, The Nottinghamian, The Nuneaton
Edwardian, The Ousel, The Phcenix, The
Portcullis,
The Saltley Grammar
School
Magazine, The Shenstonian, The
Skylark,
The Sotoniensis, The St. Edward's School
Chronicle, The Stourbridge Edwardian, The
Ulula, The Wolstanton County
Grammar
School Magazine, The Wulfrunian.

'
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O.E. MEMBERSHIP
The Old Edwardians' Association exists primarily to maintain
touch between t h e School and Old Boys and contacts between Old
Boys of different periods.
, This purpose is served mainly through Honorary Membership,
which carries with i t the right t o wear Old Edwardians' colours and t o
receive twice a year the Old Edwardians' Gazette, with news of t h e
School and of Old Edwardians.
The Association exists in the second place—a function whose
importance has increased now the School is no longer in New Street—
to provide a centre for Old Edwardians. The aim of the Association
is that Old Boys living in Birmingham or passing through Birmingham
may be able to meet friends in the Club Rooms—which provide all the
amenities of the Ordinary Social Club.
To attain this end there must be a large Membership, apart from
Honorary Membership, a membership of Old Boys using the Club
Rooms. To secure this, the cost of full membership is carefully
graduated.
The following is a list of the grades of Membership with t h e
, subscriptions :
CLASSES OF MEMBERSHIP
For Members residing within 25 miles of the Club
Building
But until the expiration of three years from the
date of leaving School
and then for the next 7 years
Country Members
Members at a Residential University
Honorary Members

£3

3 0

0 10
0 10
0 5

NOTE.—These amounts are reduced by half to Members joining
after 1st July in any year, except in the case of Honorary Members,
whose subscriptions are payable in full a t any time.
N. J . F . CRAIG,
K. B . TAYLOR,
Joint Hon. Sees.
KING EDWARD'S SCHOOL CLUB
HONORARY

MEMBERSHIP

O F THE SCHOOL CLUB

(which includes

a

subscription to the SCHOOL CHRONICLE) is open to all Old Edwardians
and to parents of boys in t h e School, and friends of the School, a t a
subscription of n o t less than five shillings per annum. I t affords to
Old Boys a means of keeping in touch with the School and a t t h e same
time of giving support t o t h e School Club. Subscriptions should be
made payable to " K.E. High School Club," and sent to t h e Hon.
Treasurer at the School.
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EDITORIAL
Full Circle?
ON the hallowed site where once the grey
stone rose in stately academic lines, a tawdry
temple of modern paganism now lifts its
hideous chromium-plated head.
Barry's
New Street has been erased, and with it have
disappeared many of our old traditions. Fire
and the sword, and a gulf of ten years have
consumed much of our heritage.
With the arrival of a new Head Master we
look back instinctively to the great days of
Prince Lee. But the records are regrettably
inadequate, and we can find but little to
remind us of the centuries past. Dr. James
Prince Lee, the board tells us tersely, was
Head Master from 1838 to 1848. A short
journey upstairs into Big School will show us
Lee in his robes as the first Bishop of Manchester, but still there is no account of his
doings. Sapientia is the last proudly untranslated relic of New Street, and around it
we must build our picture of a hundred years
ago.
Materially the scene must be familiar to
many Edwardians alive today. In the old
Big School, a triumph of the masons who were
later engaged on Barry's Palace of Westminster, stood the ancient desks, their
blackened oak carved with the names of past
generations. The School was divided into
thirteen classes, and all were taught simultaneously in this one great room. At one of
the lower benches, we can imagine, sits Edward
Burne-Jones ; higher up, in Second Class, are
Lightfoot and Benson, while around " Sapientia" and Prince Lee himself, sits the First
Class. One boy is allowed the privilege of
leaning his elbow on the desk : this is
Westcott.
We must now give the scene its historical
significance.
Prince Lee came to King
Edward's as the disciple of Dr. Arnold of
Rugby, who had begun only in 1828 " to
change the face of education in the public
schools of England." To a friend Arnold
wrote, " You would rejoice in the good that
Lee is doing in Birmingham. I do not think
that there is, in all England, a man more
exactly in his place than he is now." We
have mentioned four of the boys who came
under Lee's influence during the ten years of
his headmastership : Sir Edward BurneJones, who distinguished himself as a member

No. 312.

of the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood ; Joseph
Barber Lightfoot, D.D., who became Bishop
of Durham in 1879 ; Brooke Foss Westcott,
who followed Lightfoot a t Durham in 1890 ;
Edward White Benson who was successively
a n assistant master at Rugby, the first Head
Master of Wellington College, and Archbishop
of Canterbury.
This sketch is as scanty as the records t h a t
suggested it : two dates, a portrait, a chair,
some faded copies of the CHRONICLE. Where
are the rest of the records, the boards, t h e
portraits, the old unfamiliar faces ? Perhaps
we may yet find them in the resurrected
Upper Corridor, which. Phoenix-like, is rising
again from the ruins of the past.
Yet it was the present, not the past, which
prompted this reminiscence. The spirit of
Arnold is alive still. Winchester, where he
was educated, and Rugby, where he taught,
have given us another Head Master. The
signs are propitious. Though we may forget
the past, we shall not neglect the future.
NOTES AND NEWS
TERM began on Thursday, September 16th,
when Mr. T. E. B. Howarth, M.C., M.A., took
prayers for the first time as Head Master.
Founders Day was marked by the customary
holiday on Tuesday, October 12th.
The Half-Term holiday was taken on
Saturdav and Monday, November 6th and
8th.
On Tuesday, November 9th, the School was
granted a half-holiday in honour of the
appointment of General Sir William Slim as
Chief of the Imperial General Staff. A brief
record of General Slim's career appears elsewhere in the CHRONICLE.

The Cricket Match against the Old Edwardians was played on Saturday, June 26th,
in fine weather, and resulted in a victory for
the O.E.s. A return was made on this
occasion to the pre-war practice of serving
tea at the Ground.
On Saturday, June 26th, the pre-war event
of the Half-Mile Swim was revived on Edgbaston Reservoir, and was won by L. J.
Lawson.
On Thursday, July 22nd, a recording was
made of the School Song. The reverse side
was filled by Blake's " Jerusalem."
The Swimming Sports were held at Woodcock Street Baths on the evening of Saturday,
35

July 24th, and were won by Mr. Leeds' House.
The trophies were presented by Dr. Mary
Winfield, Bailiff of the Foundation.
Summer Term ended on Tuesday, July
27th. Some sections of the School had already
left for the Corps camps, and the proceedings
lost by their absence. At the close of the
ceremony, the School Captain, J. R. Harrison,
presented the School's gift of an oak desk and
chair to Mr. C. R. Morris on his retirement
from the headmastership to become ViceChancellor of Leeds University.

Gradually the School is assuming what we
suppose will be its final form. At the entrance
to the Drive, the two archways now each
contain a pair of iron gates. The panelling of
the Notice Hall which we noted in the Summer is now complete, and all eight noticeboards, though still " unadopted," have been
occupied.
Along the east side of the Square, the
foundations have been laid for the reconstruction of Upper Corridor, originally built
in New Street by Sir Charles Barry. This
building will form one side of the open-air
The General Committee of the School Club swimming bath, the memorial to Old Edmet on Wednesday, September 22nd, to elect wardians who fell in the late war.
its Officers and Committees for the year. The
On Wednesday, September 29th, the four
Head Master, as President of the School Club,
tennis courts beyond the junior Rugger
took the Chair for the first time.
pitches at Eastern Road were opened with a
display of stroke play by D. W. Gresham and
Under a plan prepared jointly by the
S. Parnell.
Admiralty, the War Office, and the Air
Ministry, a combined Cadet Force has been
The new playing fields below the South
organised in the School. The J.T.C. and the Terrace were first used for practice by the
A.T.C., retaining their old autonomy, become
School team on Tuesday, October 19th. Since
the Military and Air Sections, whilst a Naval then they have been subjected to two " mass
Section, under the command of Mr. J. F. co-operative efforts " by those who do not
Benett, has been started. Recruits for these
" join the forces " on Thursday mornings.
three branches must first obtain Certificate
Stones of all sizes have been removed, but
" A , " Part I, in the Basic Section. The Com- renewed efforts would not be groundless.
bined Cadet Force is commanded b y Major
After a rest of many years, the School Hours
A. E. Leeds.
have been disturbed. Although they still
begin with first bell at 9.10, now, on TuesThe Bromsgrove Match was played on
Saturday, November 13th, at Bromsgrove, in days and Thursdays, school ends at 12.40 and
12.55 (instead of at 12.25), to accommodate
wet weather. Despite encouragement from
conveniently H y m n Practice and the Corps
some 200 supporters on the touch-line, the
School lost by 17 points to 5, and the Siviter- parades respectively. On whole days, afternoon school now begins at 1.45 (instead of
Smith Cup passed back into the hands of
Bromsgrove School. Since its presentation in a t 1.30). As school still ends on these days at
1930, the Cup has been won by the School six 3.45, it will be seen that the School Hours
have lost nothing by the changes.
times, in 1934 and from 1943 onwards.
This term thirty-two players, comprising
The first meeting of the Modern Language
the 1st and 2nd School Rugger teams, were
Society was held on Wednesday, October 6th,
when Mr. V. J. Biggs was elected Chairman not required to play in the first round of
House matches, in order t h a t they might
and D. L. Ridout Secretary.
The Joint Debate with K.E.G.H.S. was have more time for practice and coaching.
held on Wednesday, November 24th, in Big
School. The motion t h a t " This House would
We regret to announce t h a t Mr. G. A.
welcome a war with the U.S.S.R." was proSheldon is retiring at the end of term after
posed by G. F. B. Laughland, opposed by
twenty-five years with the School, first as
Miss Annette Betteridge, and was lost by 111
Secretary to Mr. Cary Gilson, and later as
votes to 89.
Senior English Master. He has given invaluable advice to many past Editors of the
Speech Day will be held at the end of term,
CHRONICLE and we would take this opporFriday, December 17th.
tunity of thanking him warmly on their
The School Play this year will, for the
behalf. An appreciation by a former pupil of
second time, break with the " Shakespearean
tradition," and the Dramatic Society will his, now a Master, appears elsewhere in this
present Bernard Shaw's " Saint Joan " in Big issue.
We regret t h a t Mr. A. J. Gess has recently
School on the evenings of January 27th,
had to undergo an operation, and we wish
28th, and 29th, 1949.
him a speedy recovery. His place was taken
The Joint Dance with K.E.G.H.S. will be
at very short notice by Mr. Greenwood of
held in the Hall of the Girls' School on the
Birmingham University.
evening of Thursday, December 16th.
We record with great pleasure that the
The Prefects' Ball for Old Edwardians and
senior members of the School will be held in marriage took place on August 10th of Mr.
W. H. Babb, who joined the Staff last year,
Big School, on the evening of Tuesday,
and Miss Beryl Smith, who has been Assistant
December 28th.
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Secretary to the Head Master for four-and-ahalf years. We wish them every happiness.
Mrs. Babb's duties have been charmingly
taken over by Miss Rae Tipping, whom we
welcome to the School.
Mr. A. Hurrell has joined the staff of Mr.
Leeds' House as Second Assistant Housemaster. Mr. Hurrell was formerly a member of
the House, and left the School in 1942.
We welcome to the Staff this term' J. F .
Benett, Esq., B.A., who comes to us from
Eton House School, London ; R. Cook, Esq.,
B.A., formerly of Bristol Grammar School ;
and W. D. Rees, Esq., M. A., who was teaching
previously at Bedford School.
We congratulate C. L. Brown, D. A. Collis.
B. H. Laister, B. K. Munton, J. Roylance,
P. J. Welbank, and P. L. White on being
awarded State Scholarships.
J. G. Pardoe on being elected to the Bache
Memorial Cup.
J. R. Harrison on being elected to the Dale
Memorial Medal.
B. W. Tanner on being elected to the
Hammond Debating Trophy.
J. B. Ludlow, Secretary of the Musical
Society, on leading the National Youth
Orchestra of Great Britain for the second
time. Also D. R. L. Bircumshaw (trombone)
and A. J. Homer (trumpet) on becoming
members of this orchestra.
D. A. Andrews on being successful in the
entry examination for Naval Cadets in the
Supply Branch.
K. F. Neeves on being accepted for the
Royal Military Academy.
B. Lobb, I. R. McClelland, J. G. Pardoe,
and A. J. Homer on being re-awarded School
Rugger Colours, and J. A. Harvey on being
awarded School Rugger Colours. Also R. F .
Griffiths, J. A. Harvey, J. D. Mountford, and
A. E. H. Turner on being re-awarded Second
XV Colours, and M. E. Abrams, B. Baker,
T. G. Higgs, J. Hutchings, C. J. F. Latham,
R. S. Oxenbury, G. R. Green, B. A. Hiscox,
A. J. Lancaster, G. T. Lyall, and G. A. Taplin
on being awarded Second XV Colours.
L. E. R. Hall, R. N. Britton, and J. B.
Gopsill on being re-awarded School Shooting
Colours.
J. R. Charlesworth on being awarded
School Fives Colours.
To the notice of leaving of J. G. Pardoe
that appeared in the last issue of the CHRONICLE must be added First XV Colours,
1948-49 ; Secretary of Mr. Burgess' House,
1948.
Pardoe left on November 4 t h ; he
entered.the School in September, 1940, and
thus was the last boy who remembered the
late E. T. England as Head Master.
At the beginning of the term J. D. Mountford was appointed School Captain, and the
following were appointed Prefects :

P. H. O'B. COOPER, Senior C.S.M. in J.T.C.
(Leeds').
J. B. GOPSILL.
B. C. HOBBS.

(Dunt's).
(Copland's).

A. J. HOMER, Recorder of the School Club ;
Vice-Captain of Cricket.
(Dunt's).
P. HUTCHINGS, Captain of Rugby Football;
Secretary of Cricket.
(Dunt's).
A. J. IRELAND, Captain of Swimming ;
Flt.-Sgt. in A.T.C.
(Leeds').
G. F. B. LAUGHLAND, Editor of the CHRON-

ICLE ; Secretary of the Debating Society;
Secretary of the Dramatic Society. (Leeds').
B. LOBB, Vice-Captain of Rugby Football.
(Dunt's).
On October 14th, it was announced in the
annual report of the Nuffield Foundation t h a t
Capt. Oliver Bird, M.C., O.E., had given
£450,000 to the Foundation. Capt. Bird left
School in 1898 for his father's business, Alfred
Bird and Sons, and served with distinction in
the Great War. His gift is to help research
into the cure of rheumatism from which he
has suffered for many years.
We congratulate J. P . Cooper, Esq., on
being elected to a Fellowship at All Souls
College, Oxford. Mr. Cooper left School in
1938 for Magdalen College, and is at present
a lecturer at Manchester University.

OBITUARY
Rev. W. S. Sneath, 1873-1948
ANOTHER New Street character has been lost
to the School. The Rev. William Sneath, a
Freeman of the City of London, was a member
of the Staff from 1906 to 1935, when he
retired to become rector of Bubbenhall,
near Leamington.
He was born in 1873, educated at Stamford
School, Lincolnshire, and St. John's College,
Cambridge. After some years of preparatory
school teaching he came to K.E.S. as a
temporary master under Cary Gilson. This
temporary appointment lasted so long that
eventually it became permanent, and, as an
unorthodox mathematician, Sneath taught
the lowest set of each division to the end of
his years at K.E.S.
In 1917 he was ordained and thenceforth he
was the " Bishop," inseparably associated
with the School, with his room off Lower
Corridor, and with his odd teaching "method,"
which included a generous allowance of
scripture.
The end of New Street could not but be the
close of the " Bishop's " career. He had long
been of assistance to the clergy of the outlying parishes of Birmingham, and in 1935
he left the School for Bubbenhall.
In his early days he had cut a remarkable
figure on the cricket field as a bowler, but
later he turned to golf as a sport which better
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suited his build. He remained a bachelor and
during his last years his chief pleasure was his
garden. His pupils and colleagues recall his
good nature and remember him with affection.
To the present generation of Edwardians it is
left to lament the lost of one more precious
link with New Street.
Mr. J. J. Hart
I T is with very deep regret t h a t we record the
death of Mr. J. J. Hart, who for several years
had combined the post of Art Master at King
Edward's Grammar School, Five Ways, with
that of part-time assistant in the School Art
Department. Mr. H a r t concealed behind a
retiring manner great artistic talent and wide
learning gathered from extensive reading.
He was seventy-four years of age.

escaped him, and "woolliness" was the unforgivable sin), and with a fine appreciation of
the craftsmanship of letters.
His appraisal of professional writing is, of
course, known to many from his regular
reviews of new novels in the " Birmingham
Post," to which, as to his teaching, he brings
a judgment matured b y study of the great
English classics. Both his pupils and his
colleagues (who will miss his wit and courtesy
in the Common Room) must hope t h a t in the
peace of North Wales he will be restored to a
greater measure of health after the strain of
recent years ; and that they will continue to
enjoy in his work as a journalist the urbanity
they are denied by his retirement from
teaching.
•
F.J.W.
GENERAL SLIM

MR. G. A. SHELDON
MANY Edwardians, past and present, will
learn with regret t h a t Mr. G. A. Sheldon is to
retire at the end of this term because of ill
health. His departure will end an active
association with the School t h a t has extended
over some thirty years. He was at K.E.S. as
a boy from 1907 to 1912, during the early
years of Cary Gilson's long headmastership.
The First World War delayed his entrance to
the University, but in 1919 he went up as an
Exhibitioner to Christ's College, Cambridge,
to read English. During his four years there
he had a distinguished academic career, and
also, from 1922 to 1923, edited the " Cambridge Review," a weekly which mirrors the
intellectual side of undergraduate life without
showing any indecent anxiety to be in the
latest literary fashion.
Between 1915 and 1919 he had done some
teaching a t K.E.S., and in 1923 Gilson invited him to join the Staff here as Head
Master's personal assistant and English
Master. After Gilson's retirement in 1929 he
became Senior English Master, with a full
programme—a programme which in recent
years has obviously taxed a man of his increasingly frail health and unremittingly high
standards.
His talents and tastes probably found their
most congenial scope in the years when he
was assistant to Gilson in the cavernous
dignity of Barry's New Street building. Some
of those who were at School in the twenties
will recall an occasional summons to the
Head's study, an Olympus cloudy with cigar
smoke, from the other end of which came the
leisurely clatter of Sheldon's typewriter as he
turned the magistral will into law. More will
remember Sheldon's teaching in the Sixth
Form. Here, with those who had mastered
the elements and were keen to learn, he was
at his best : generous but never undiscriminating in his praise (nothing shoddy ever

MOST boys in the School will remember the
conferment of a knighthood on General Slim
in 1944, an event which was celebrated by a
half-day's holiday at his request. Later, the
General visited the School and still more
recently he was given the Freedom of the
City of Birmingham.
General. Slim was at School from 1908 to
1910. In the Territorial Army he was first
deprived of his stripe and then given a commission. I n the Great W a r he served in
France, at Gallipoli, and in Mesopotamia, and
was awarded the M.C. Between the wars he
became Colonel of the 7th Gurkha Rifles, and
later Commandant of the Senior Officers'
School, India. In the World War he commanded forces in the Sudan, Eritrea, Syria,
Persia, Iraq, and Burma, and finally, from
being Commander of the famous 14th Army,
he rose to be Commander in Chief in SouthEast Asia.
Since the War, General Slim has held the
posts of Commandant of the Imperial Defence
College, and member of the Railway Executive.
His appointment as Chief of the
Imperial General Staff is exceptional in two
ways. General Slim had already retired from
the Army when he joined the Railway
Executive, and he is the second C.I.G.S. to
come from the Royal Warwickshire Regiment.
He is indeed a worthy successor to FieldMarshal Montgomery.
THE END OF TERM
SUMMER 1948
IT was unfortunate t h a t an influential section
of the School had already left for the Corps
Camps when the end of the summer term
arrived. An academic year is an entity and
its ending should be celebrated by the School
as a whole. B u t t h e absence of the few does
not account for the absence of the festive
spirit in the many. I t seems t h a t celebrations
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are more honoured in the breach than in the
observance by members of K.E.S. Perhaps
they are not to the manner born.
Yet there is a sting in the tail of the year.
Everything must be wound up ready to start
at the mere press of the button in September.
And besides this, the winding-up week, intercalated between the long examination and the
long vacation, must also contain the Foundation Conference. I t shows how sure was t h e
hand of the originator t h a t the Conference has
in five years become an immovable feast in
the School's Calendar.
There is no doubt that the fifth Foundation
Conference was as successful as its forerunners. The original framework was filled
once more to good effect.
It was a well
balanced programme of entertainment, mental
and social.
Session followed secession in
grateful vicissitude. Formality was respected,
and not suspected of being a mere veneer.
Performance was excellent in every way.
The Conference was opened by the Ven.
Michael Parker, Archdeacon of Aston, on
Wednesday, July 21st, and closed on the
following Saturday by Mr. C. R. Morris. On
this occasion a presentation was made to Mr.
Morris, who, as Head Master of the Foundation, inaugurated the Conference in 1944.
In the course of its four days the Conference
listened to five excellent speakers. Perhaps it
is an exaggeration to say t h a t the shadow of
Russia fell across Big School.
Professor
M. L. E. Oliphant made a noble attempt to
avoid mention of it in his address, b u t Russia
won before the end of question time. Mr.
S. G. Langley (speaking in place of Barbara
Wootton, who was indisposed), was too preoccupied with Britain's economic recovery to
pay more than passing attention to any
country other than America.
Sir Barry
Jackson visited the U.S.S.R. for anecdotes
about the modern theatre. Mr. Victor
Gollancz was eloquent both on the British
attitude to a defeated and divided Germany,
and on the calamitous effect of war with the
undefeated Soviet Union. Mr. C. H. Dobbinson (formerly Head Master of K.E.S.,
Five Ways), spoke on " Education—Man's
latest illusion ? " and dealt with' the colossal
educational plan of Communist Russia. The
skill of these speakers in leading the discussion which followed their addresses was
admirable.
No less excellent was the performance a t
the " Entertainment," a t the Cricket Match,
and at the Dance. The success of the Conference was owing greatly to the combined
and sustained efforts of the President, J. R.
Harrison (School Captain of K.E.S.), and of
the Secretary, Erica Darby (School Captain
of K.E.G.H.S.), who were supported by the
Treasurer, R. S. Lewthwaite, of Five Ways,
and by a small committee drawn from the
other schools. The work of the President and
Secretary cannot be praised enough ; through

them, K.E.S. provided accommodation,
administration and inspiration. Their performance was excellent, but reception was
poor. The item t h a t cost them most, the
showing of the film, " Le Quai des Brumes,"
rewarded them least.
The other event of the week was the recording in Big School of the School Song.
This reproduction is a tribute to Dr. Willis
Grant's untiring work upon unpromising
material. The words are clear, which is the
main thing. A polished rendering would be
out of place. I t may be permissible to remark
here t h a t though the Song has the same
evocative powers as " Forty Years On," it
has nowhere near the same intrinsic value.
On the last day but one, Monday July 26th,
House meetings were held and the detailed
results of the House Competition were made
known. The Chronicler has always longed to
attend the meeting of Another House. I t was
not to be ; but he supsects that when Mr.
Burgess' House met its triumphant self for
the first time, there was a certain amount of
celebration. Leavers were doubtless mentioned " passim." Here we can only acknowledge the departure after a strenuous year of
office of the School Captain, J. R. Harrison,
who was also House Captain of Mr. Burgess'
House.
The end of term consisted of assembly in
Big School. This was Mr. Morris's last meeting with the School as Head Master. When
it must be everybody's instinct t o leave t h e
ninety-nine and seek the one, he read through
the form lists and announced some prizes.
Then with a short speech the School Captain
presented to him the School's gift of an oak
chair and desk.
This the Head Master
received amid acclamation, and standing
between it and Sapientia, he replied to the
School Captain's speech. He thanked the
School. At Leeds the desk would remind him
daily of King Edward's. And K.E.S. would
prosper meanwhile. He was leaving it in the
safe hands of Mr. Howarth, but it could be in
no safer hands than its own.
After the
end-of-term cheers, Mr. Morris left Big School,
and the building was soon deserted.
_ _ _ _ _

JD.M.

OXFORD LETTER
To the Editor, K.E.S. CHRONICLE.
D E A R SIR,

The Genista Club goes from strength to
strength ; with the multiple attractions of
fish-and-chips and R. J. ROBERTS (Magdalen)
its meetings are now numbering quite a
substantial proportion of the thirty-five O.E.'s
up here. The newcomers are as usual a little
elusive ; the " Isis " has a gossip-column
note on the Queen's man who carried poetry
about, and we suspect t h a t if A. T. TOLLEY
was not the culprit, he should have been. He
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is to be seen on the river too, thus sharing
three attributes (the third being hair) with
J. J. PEARCE (Lincoln), whose shares are
definitely below par. At the same college,
L. L. TURNER and his immense beard have
been joined by F. W. WRIGHT, whose smile
will, we fear, get him into as much trouble as
his laugh. Also a t Lincoln is the new Secretary
J. H. POOLE, who borrows t h e paper at
breakfast to read t h e rugger results ; his
other reading is suspected to be a judicious
mixture of Jane and Gibbon, and the result is
his ruddy face. Balliol now sports three more
O.E.'s as well as I. M. ROITT, who has come
of a shell without remove, and C. B. COLLINS
who has enough confidence t o write cheques
(which is rare in Oxford). A. Y. DRUMMOND
has been seen, G. M. C. DEARLING has been
heard, but the existence here of M. SHOCK has
so far proved legendary. R. D. HARRISON
finds scouts scarce in New College; oddly
enough, F. BYWATER (New College) finds little
difficulty in getting down to it. A. E . W I G MORE, t h e new President, has B. N. Ceen
from time to time, as has his now active
brother. These are not all, worthy sire, b u t
the rest are just " isms " and " ologies " and
we must leave them to their fate.
Yours not-too-much-in-sin cerely,

P. R. LANGHAM, E. S. WATERSON, and C. F .
F I G U R E S (Pembroke) and D . GROSS (St.

John's) are foundation members of the O.E.
Breakfast Club—meetings held in Lyon's
Restaurant a t 9.15 a.m. Mondays t o Saturdays (new members cordially welcomed).
D. J. R E E S E (St. Catherine's) is periodically
aroused from his maj or occupation of selecting
rugger teams in order to preside a t our meetings or t o live on t h e tax-payer's monev at
Stoke D'Abernon. J. D. BUSH (Trinity Hall)
has achieved t h e great distinction of discovering a subject for "which t h e University
cannot provide him with a tutor.
Weekly prayer-meetings are held by R. D.
POYSER (Queen's), and an air of continual
preoccupation with t h e other life surrounds
M. N. MOLESWORTH (Sidney Sussex), b u t the
cares of this world seem finally to have overwhelmed P . BERWICK (Jesus). We dare not
inquire too closely into the mystic Eastern
rites t h a t take place behind the closed doors
of S. LUCAS (Jesus).

Marriage has at last overtaken D. W.
MOORE (Christ's), while J. C. SHARMAN (St.

OXONIENSIS.
C A M B R I D G E LETTER

To the Editor, K.E.S. CHRONICLE.
DEAR SIR,

We are pleased to report t h a t the Tudor
Club still maintains its membership a t the
half-century mark. The Services still provide
the majority of our freshmen, discarding them
in various stages of " change and decay." In
particular, the extra weight gained by E. J.
HOOD has proved of devastating value of the
St. John's " O's and S's " XV. On the other
hand, t h e army and architecture have certainly not spoiled D. K. MCGOWAN'S (St.
Catherine's) old and notorious eye for Beauty
and t h e Main Chance. G. DARBY (Sidney
Sussex) announced his advent forcibly with
a Poppy Day collection box, but we regret to
report t h a t J. E. K. CROYDON (Selwyn)
retired early from our first meeting in order to
attend a Black Mass. We have neither seen
nor heard of him since. G. N. HACKETT
(Jesus), G. A. KNOTT (St. Catherine's), W. G.
LAMBERT

(Christ's),

and

J.

B.

John's) still possesses, we believe, both a most
fearsome beard and a wife. We approve of
the way B. H. MCGOWAN (Jesus) has made
noble use of his wife's cookery, on occasions,
to rescue sundry O.E.'s from the terrors of the
College kitchen.
Before going to collect our hush-money
from the many whom we have not mentioned
we would send to the School our best wishes,
trusting that again in 1949 it will achieve its
just and rightful standing in the athletic and'
academic worlds.
We remain, Sir,
Yours obediently,

MORRIS

(Trinity Hall) are also rumoured to have
arrived this term, b u t lacking further information, we can only conclude that they are
working.
Among t h e seniors, we re-welcome E . W .
PARKES

(St.

John's)

and

P.

J.

HIGGINS

(Trinity) who have returned to indulge in the
mysteries known as " research." The latter
has obviously not profited from his great
experience and has been browbeaten into
lending his rooms for Tudor Club meetings.
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CANTAB RIGIENSIS.

BIRMINGHAM

LETTER

To the Editor, K.E.S. CHRONICLE.
DEAR SIR,

It has been stated, with considerable
authority, t h a t there are Old Edwardians
innumerable in this domain of the Higher
Learning. But where are they all, where have
they gone ? Do they roost, like barn owds, in
the Clock Tower, only to venture forth upon
nocturnal hunting expeditions ? (These we
would not disturb). Or are some grey-beards
forced to linger so long in t h e pursuit of
knowledge that a t last even they have forgotten whence they came ? Horrific reports
have filtered through of vainly protesting
research students, thrust aside by the March
of Science, who, together with their outmoded apparatus, were bricked up in their
dismal laboratories to make way for yet more
gigantic machinery of nuclear fission. Their
feeble tappings will be left unheeded, b u t the
problem of their identity may trouble future
archaeologists.

Even among those who can still proudly
make their mark when called upon to sign
their name, there are warnings and ominous
pointers. M. H. OAKLAND has developed a
snooker-fixation. Never is he happier than
when he is ploughing and harrowing the green
pasture of a billiard table. As for R. B. A.
JOHNS, night and day he sings madrigals ; not
those, alas, of Byrd and Willoughby, b u t
anatomical part-songs in which no-one else

LONDON LETTER
To the Editor, K.E.S. CHRONICLE.
D E A R SIR,

At the London Old Edwardians' dinner
recently your correspondent asked a p'ast
Editor of the CHRONICLE, " How many names
does one need before one can write a University Letter ? " He did not know, Sir, b u t I
trust that t h e following lines m a y serve to
can join. A. J. WAINWRIGHT has had t h e
remind you and your readers of the existence
temerity to roll and smoke his own cigarettes ; of another University, and of the many O.E.'s
perhaps in the spring he will plant tobacco.
that are to be found among its scattered
On Carnival morning, -when t h e aforemen- colleges.
tioned were enjoying themselves in diverse
At the School of Oriental and African
ways, L. J. LAWSON was seen entering a Studies A. F. YOUNG has recently achieved
police-station. (We are asked to correct any notoriety, while J. C. SHARMAN is reported to
misapprehensions).
study Nyana ; we hope to discover what this
Other newcomers to the Medical School are is when we meet him. J. F . P. HOPKINS
C. C. G. RAWLL, who wears a brown h a t and lectures at the same institution, while over
green goloshes, A. J. BRAY, who drinks only at University College D. C. HAGUE fulfils a
China tea, and J. B. PEARSON, who wonders like function, and J. B. CHAPMAN enlivens the
" whether 'tis nobler in the mind to suffer the Medical School. Our other " medico " is K.M.
H E W I T T (London Hospital). Rumour has it
slings and arrows of outrageous fortune, or
to take arms against a sea of troubles, and t h a t W. A. FUMPSTON is on t h e way t o beby opposing end them . . . " L. K. HADDON coming a " vet."
At t h e School of Economics, W. H.
has not yet found an answer, b u t he is quietly
pondering in t h e Dental School. Quixotry WHITELY, an anthropologist, is preparing to
and a common passion for the South Sea take the white man's vices to East Africa,
Islands are the links between R. M. MIDDLE- while M. P . BANTON spends much time deTON and B. E. TEALL ; perhaps one will apply fending his college against its lurid reputation.
the chloroform while t h e other extracts the C. A. PARKER apparently does all sorts of
things at his Institute of Education, and we
aching tooth.
feel sure t h a t there are others for whose
G. A. ALLCOTT, with J. H. FLEMING,
believes that " I shall meet m y Pilot face to idleness Satan finds work to do. Alas, howface when I have crost the Bar " and every ever, we have no news of them.
I remain, Sir,
Saturday night they attempt to verify Lord
Yours obediently,
Tennyson's assurance.
LONDONIENSIS.
J. G. HARRISON, studying Biochemistry,
makes a wild appeal for old note-books, used
text-books, braised onions, soya-beans and
OLD EDWARDIAN LETTER
porridge. M. R. DAVIES preserves his pokerface and his equanimity. The Banshees must
have laid their steel claws into C. M. THOMAS To the Editor, K.E.S. CHRONICLE.
for he has been complaining of overwork. D E A R SIR,
First may we offer the School our congratuJ. ROYLANCE is well.
lations on the appointment of Mr. Howarth
The mammoth chess struggles between
and hope t h a t his headmastership will be long
G. D. PARBROOK and J. N. H. SKERRET must
be recorded. Fifty-nine per cent of the games and glorious. For us the departure of Mr.
were won and seventy-three per cent lost. Morris means that we lose one President and
Mr. Howarth has already
There were forty-two stalemates. S. SHORT gain another.
could, " without socage " and " in toto visited us, and we hope to see much of him.
mordue," sue us for defamation as he under- We are convinced t h a t he understands, no
stands all this a t Edmund Street, b u t has he less than his predecessor, t h e value of the
Association to the School.
seen N. A. R I L E Y there ?
Our year has been prosperous. Membership
When Hearts are trumps, J. C. DARK
invariably makes a forcing bid, which is continues to increase, and this year we had a
probably why he is Secretary of the Athletic record number of new members, over a
. Club. As for ourselves, " had we b u t world hundred. This is partly due to the vigour with
enough, and time," we could chat all night which Mr. Craig, as School Secretary of the
over a cup of warm mineral water, but regret- Association, is carrying on t h e good work
of Mr. Crowther.
fully we must close.
Members fresh from School have found and
And remain, Sir,
will find a warm welcome in t h e Club rooms,
Your obedient servant,
and many have already proved themselves
BIRMINGHAMIENSIS.
willing and anxious to help with the work of
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carrying on the Association. In addition, we
are managing to interest a number of Old
Boys, not recently from School, who somehow had failed to understand the value of
the O.E.A.
Association activities have increased and
expanded.
There has been a successful
Cricket section established, its only trouble
being t h a t it has no ground. Here the School
has been generous in letting us use Eastern
Road. A Golf section has been formed and,
apart from domestic events, we sent a side to
play in the Public Schools event, a most enjoyable affair in which we did reasonably well
for a first attempt. We sent an eight to Bisley, too. In a word, there are activities now to
interest others than Football and Bridge
players. A defect that we hope will soon be
remedied (provided some younger members
will take part) is the continued passivity of
what long ago were active sections—the
Literary and Debating societies.
The Football section has given us some in
and out running—not unexpected with five
or six men regularly in the County side. On
the whole, though, progress is steady, and we
are adding all the time to the number of
playing members. The ground still remains a
' problem, but we shall solve it.
The financial position is good. Balance
Sheet and Profit and Loss Account both look
healthy, the Club rooms are almost as full as
they comfortably can be, and a hard-working
staff copes cheerfully and successfully with
the task of providing daily more meals than
ever before. All this, we hope, members of
the School will come and prove for themselves.
W h a t we want, what we are getting, is a large
intake of young members. And we want them
not only to join the Association but to stay
and work for it.
Yours sincerely,

House has been able to boast before, because
" Burgess' have always been Cock House."
We said goodbye last July to most of our
stars, so this year is a test year. If, as I
sincerely hope and believe, we do well, it will
be through the energies of all members, not
through the activities of individual geniuses,
and this is when the House may truly be
proud of itself.
Of last year's road to fame, more details
must be told. The Cricket was won outright,
collecting to our fold the 1st team and 4th
team Cricket Cups. We just failed to achieve
a " first " in the Swimming Sports, owing
merely to the lack of one junior swimmer.
Fives have been won again for the third consecutive time, and indeed we have always
been victors since the resurrection of this
sport.
All in all, we have come first or second in all
activities except in P.T. (where we were third),
and our " firsts " far outweighed our
" seconds." So far this term, we are heading
in the right direction. We are leading in the
first round of Rugger matches, and are first
equal with Mr. Dunts' House and Mr. Leeds'
House in Fives. Of the second round of these
sports I can make no comment, but hope for
the best. Of the other winter sport—Chess—
no news as been received, as usual, but I hope
that the reputation of the House is being
maintained in the chess room.
In conclusion, it shows the great amount of
energy and time t h a t Mr. Burgess and his
right-hand man, Mr. Bennett, have expended
on the running of the House, t h a t we should
win the House Championship in his first year
of office. May he enjoy this continued success
in years to come.
J. R.

CHARLESWORTH,

House Secretary.

OLD EDWARDIAN.

MR. DUNT'S HOUSE REPORT
HOUSE CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS
1947-48
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Burgess' House
Dunt's House
Leeds' House
Coplands' House

..

468.8
407.6
325.8
306.95

MR. BURGESS' HOUSE REPORT
I T is now common knowledge that we won the
House Championship for 1947-48, but the
time of hand-shaking and congratulations has
passed, and we are once more on the hard
grind to fame. We have a great reputation to
maintain, a reputation, perhaps, that no

AFTER a run of unqualified success, the performance of the House, when it came second
in the House Championship last term, was
disappointing in spite of the prophetic words
of the previous House Report. We shall have
a hard fight this year to regain our rightful
position, but with keenness and support
there should be little doubt as t o the results.
This year has not started badly, but there
is little room for complacency. At the time of
writing, the Rugger teams—always dark
horses—have won only five out of the nine
matches played. The bright side is, as usual,
given by the Chess team ; in accordance with
tradition, they have started their inexorable
advance, and have already left Mr. Leeds'
House behind as their first conquest. The
Fives team are also well on the way to success
with two victories out of the three matches
played.

The prospects for Cricket, Swimming,
Athletics and Shooting are too uncertain to
be reported at this time of the year, but we
have no doubt that, with the untiring energy
of our House Master and of his assistant, Mr.
Buttle, the House will continue to hold its
head high.
M. VAN MENTS,

House

Secretary.

MR. LEEDS' HOUSE REPORT
THIS is not a forecast column. Sobered by the
American elections, we predict nothing, but
advertise our reliability by observing t h a t the
modest hopes of our last report were fully
realised. We were third. Third in Rugger,
third in Chess, third in the Corps, fourth in
Shooting, second in P.T., first in Athletics,
and first in Swimming.
In our undistinguished postition we acquired twelve-and-ahalf trophies; the I I I team Cricket Cup
(shared with another House), the Individual
P.T. Championship (M.S. McLean), six trophies for Athletics (including the Senior and
Junior Championships), and five for Swimming (notably the Allday Shield for Standards) .
At the end of the Christmas term, spectacularly enough, we stood first in Chess—first
round ; at the end of the Easter term we
were unassailably first in Athletics ; and the
end of the Summer term unpretentiously
first in Swimming. This last newTs was received without emotion at the final House
meeting, and we too record it as nothing
exceptional, merely mentioning t h a t of last
year's Colours the Captain, R. M. Cook, only
has left.
The term opened with the appointment, in
addition to the two existing, of three Prefects from the House : P. H. O'B Cooper,
Senior C.S.M., A. J. Ireland, School Captain
of Swimming and Flt.-Sgt., and G. F. B.
Laughland, Editor of the CHRONICLE. Elsewhere we find a just proportion of Society
Secretaries, Form Representatives, N.C.O.'s,
and even the C O . of the C.C.F. himself. Of
the X X X I I Rugger stars, nine are of the red
giant variety, the Betelgeuse of whom is the
Captain I. R. McClelland ; a similar constellation has formed in the Colts group. Are
we to set against this the fact that only
99-66 per cent of the House have joined the
School Club ?
As for this term, internally the House is
its usual nebulous self ; externally we will
confine ourselves strictly to faits accomplis.
Rugger (first round) : 1st XV, won one ;
2nd XV, won one ; 3rds, won three ; 4ths,
won none.
Fives, under I. R. McClelland (first round),
won two.

Chess, under G. K. Barker (first round),
first boards, won one ; seconds, won three ;
thirds, won one.
To venture into the second round would
only be to tempt the three respective Fates.
There, then, are the statistics, there are the
trends. The campaign staff of Mr. Leeds and
Mr. Sacret has been strengthened by Mr. A.
Hurrell, who was a Prefect in the House in
1941-42. Now, in 1942 the House was Cock
House ; since then we have been as low as
fourth ; in 1948 we were third. In 1949 . . .
There are a. number of election slogans t h a t
come to mind, b u t let everyone use his vote
well and what the result may be does not
matter much. Russia is the only country
where 9 9 6 6 per cent polls are recorded. We
have the colour, but not always the same
community of interest.
J. D. MOUNTFORD,

House Secretary.
MR. COPLAND'S HOUSE REPORT
THROUGHOUT last year an atmosphere of hope
prevailed. We expected to be bottom b u t we
hoped that we might not ; and the fact t h a t
the chance of winning was becoming more
remote caused everyone to t r y harder. The
result—if we may believe the statistics—was
that we, in bottom position, secured over
300 points.
How different from the 177
points of the previous year, and how indicative of the increased keenness of the House
Competition. Having expected the result and
having been proved correct, we could not be
disappointed. I venture to forecast that this
year our former glory will be " sought " and
" found."
The House Rugger teams, playing without
the representatives of the 1st X X X I I , have
been erratic, whilst the 2nd and 4th teams
have won two of their three matches and lost
the others. Complete teams will play after
half-term, and with nine colours remaining
from last year we may look forward to a
successful season.
A Chess team, we are told, has won a
match. This may be a glimpse of things to
come and we shall be grateful if they come
this year. The Fives team has not yet won,
but the scores of their matches indicate t h a t
we have not been outclassed and that revenge
may yet be sweet.
It would be unwise to make a detailed
forecast now, but the success of last year's
intermediates suggests that they will be of
great value to the House. If every one of our
members shows the enthusiasm exemplified
by Mr. Copland, we cannot fail, and both to
him and to Mr. Parry we extend our thanks
for all the interest and time they devote to
our activities.
R.

F.

GRIFFITHS,

House
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Secretary.

RUGBY FOOTBALL—GENERAL REPORT
The failure of the XV was the result of inexperience and laziness. With only five colours
eft from last year's weak team, the School had to rely on untried players. But with energy
and perseverance we could have produced a good side. Off t h e field there was n o lack of
keenness, but on the field the team has been idle and easily discouraged. At least three games
which were narrowly lost should have been comfortably won. The forwards have been the
root of the trouble, b u t the root has been well watered b y the backs. The back row of the
scrum has allowed opposing halves far too much freedom, and in attack this same back row
has not yet been seen. This lack of support has handicapped the School halves and centres, who
have been chary of using the middle of the field and who have passed the ball very often
when they should have passed a man. The tackling has been bad instead of terrible. Yet
there is hope ; many are returning next year, and, together with the younger generation,
these people should provide promising material for next year's XV.
The 2nd XV is better than that of last year, and contains many promising players. Owing
to injuries and 1st XV changes it has not been given a chance to settle down.
The Colts have, as usual, been erratic, but the junior team contains many very good players
and with encouragement should develop into an awful combination.
The Intermediate team, or the Under 16 XV, deserves a paragraph of its own, partly because
of its novelty, partly because of its success. At the start of the season t h e team was known
to have many good players, most of whom were inclined to laziness. Mr. Osborne, an enthusiastic and honest coach, has succeeded in convincing t h e team of their own worth, with
the result that the team has become keener and more purposeful. The Under 16 XV has
certainly justified its existence.
The thanks of the Football Club go to Mr. Parry who has coached the 1st XV, b u t whose
sound advice and discerning criticisms have fallen on large b u t unheeding ears. W e congratulate him on his being selected to play in the North Midlands XV.
Our thanks also go to Mr. Sacret for his administrative work, to Messrs. Hurrell, Buttle and
Osborne for their coaching of juniors, t o Sergeant-Major Moore who has kept the teams fit,
and lastly to all those members of the Staff who have stoically given their support to the School
XV.
The following have assisted the teams as touch-judges : J. R. Tye (1st XV), J. G. Haslam
(2nd XV), and R. Gilbraith (Under 16 XV). Their good work is here appreciated.
P. HUTCHINGS,

Captain of Rugby Football.
RESULTS O F MATCHES
F I R S T XV
SCHOOL V. R.G.S., WORCESTER.

Played on Saturday, October 2nd.

Home.

Lost 3—5

—

SCHOOL V. K.E.G.S., F I V E W A Y S .

Played on Wednesday, October 6th.

Home.

Lost 3—19

SCHOOL V. DENSTONE COLLEGE.

Played on Saturday, October 9th. Home. Lost. 8-14
The inexplicable appearance of the sun and the gay attire of t h e Denstone X V did little
t o offset t h e colourless play of both teams. The School backs, by close marking, reduced
their opposite numbers to a state of nervousness. A. J. Homer scored, picking u p a dropped
pass to go over quite near the posts. The kick was no good. Denstone came back, and after
their scrum-half had dropped a goal, their score was augmented b y an unconverted try.
The School were outplaj-ed forward, b u t in a burst of energy, R. F . Griffiths, a typical wingforward, was able to score a dubious t r y on the blind side of the defence. Homer kicked the
goal. Score a t half-time : School 8, Denstone, 6. After the interval, Denstone quickly took
the lead with a try which was converted. Some fly-kicking and the nefarious activities of
M. E. Abrams a t blind wing-forward dismayed Denstone, and, but for poor handling, the
School would have scored on two occasions. Towards the end of a poor game Denstone kicked
a penalty goal. The School did not deserve to win, because they did not seize upon the multitudinous mistakes of the Denstone team.
SCHOOL V. COTTON COLLEGE.

Plaved on Saturday,

October Myth. Away.

Lost 8—10.

SCHOOL V. R V T C L I F F E COLLEGE.

Played on Saturday, October 23rd. Home. Won 20-6
The School secured its first victory of t h e season. In the first half, bad play by the forwards gave Ratcliffe two tries which remained unconverted. P . Hutchings replied for the
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School, taking advantage of an opening made by A. J. Homer on the blind side. After halftime, the School gave an exhibition of good football. The pack, fighting harder than in
previous games, gave the backs the ball more often, Homer and J. Hutchings passed with
speed and accuracy, and I. R. McClelland and J. G. Pardoe ran with determination in the
centre. After McClelland had kicked a penalty goal, the School scored twice through
P. Hutchings. Both tries were in the corner and resulted from smooth three-quarter movements.
The same player also scored after cutting in from the wing. One of these tries was converted
by McClelland. Towards the end of the game the most spectacular try was scored. J. Hutchings kicked ahead in his own half, Pardoe, following up hard, had the good fortune to field
the ball and, beating off innumerable would-be tacklers, he ran sixty yards to score between
the posts. Owing to a technical hitch the try was not converted. This game had proved the
best of those then played and the School showed some of its traditional form.
The forwards
were improving, J. A. Harvey and B. Baker being particularly good in the loose. In fact, the
team as a whole played with more spirit—but onty after we had secured the lead.
SCHOOL V. CARDIFF H I G H SCHOOL.

Played on Saturday, October 30th.

Away.

Lost.

51—0

SCHOOL V. BEDFORD MODERN SCHOOL.

Played on Wednesday, November 3rd.

Home.

Lost 3—19.

SCHOOL V. OAKHAM SCHOOL.

Played on Saturday, November 6th. Home. Won 11-6.
Oakham threw the ball about indiscriminately, and this accounted for their failure to
exploit the gaps in the School centre. I. R. McClelland kicked a penalty goal and later blundered across for a try, which he proceed to make into a goal. The School forwards were playing
with more life, but still lacked force. After half-time, weak play by the pack in defence gave
Oakham two tries, but McClelland kicked another penalty goal. The game developed into a n
unscientific melee in which G. R. Green was prominent.
SCHOOL V. BROMSGROVE SCHOOL.

Played on Saturday, November \3th. Away. Lost 5—17.
The combination of the elements had transformed the Bromsgrove School ground into a
morass on which it appeared that no constructive football could be played. Early movements
by the opposing backs, however, quickly denied this theory, as they swept down the field to
score in the corner. The kick failed ; but a three-point lead was good enough from the Bromsgrove point-of-view. For the remainder of the first half, their backs sustained their onslaught
only to be met by a wall of bony shoulders, two of which, attached to the body of B. A. Hiscox,
worked overtime. Thus at the interval, the score was still Bromsgrove 3, School 0. After
half-time the School team seemed physically and mentally refreshed, and bad kicking by the
Bromsgrove backs let I. R. McClelland in for a good opportunist try. McClelland took the
kick, and, as the ball floated between the posts, a great roar proclaimed t h a t the School was
in front. But so satisfactory a state of affairs was not to last for long. The Bromsgrove
forwards rushed the ball into the School half, whence a passing movement on the blind side
resulted in a converted try for the wing three-quarter. Once ahead, Bromsgrove did not
intend to play safe. Indeed their attacks became even more frequent. After the outside half
had scored another try, J. Hutchings was injured and had to leave the field. With fourteen
men the School did its best, b u t Bromsgrove added two more tries. The last score was the
result of an enterprising full-back running into the line to make the " man over," and thereby
disorganizing the School defence. This was probably the best try scored against the School
up to t h a t time. Bromsgrove certainly deserved their victory for a n exhibition of clean
handling, hard running and robust tackling. For the School, J. A. Harvey and B. Baker were
prominent in a well-beaten pack, while outside, B. A. Hiscox and A. J. Lancaster tackled with
determination.
SECOND

R.G.S., Worcester
O.M.G.S., Walsall 1st XV
Camp Hill G.S. 1st XV
,,
Tettenhall College 1st XV
,,
Stratford G.S. 1st XV
,,
6 — v . Central G.S. 1st XV
embe •
20—v. Bromsgrove School
,,
ber

2—v.
9—v.
\6—v.
%3—v.
30—v.
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XV

Awav
Awav
Home
Away
Home
Away
Home

Lost
Lost
Lost
Lost
Lost
Won
Lost

27-3
33-0
29-3
8- 6
8- 6
13-11
6- 3

" U N D E R 16 "

October
November

9—v.
21—v.
28—v.
2—v.

Denstone College
Nottingham H.S
Bromsgrove School
Rugby School

25—v.
2—o,
16—v.
30—v.
20—v.
27—v.

Warwick School
R.G.S., Worcester
Camp Hill G.S
George Dixon's G.S
Bromsgrove School
Sebright School

2—v.
9—v.
16—v.
30—v.
6—v.

R.G.S., Worcester
Q.M.G.S., Walsall
Camp Hill G.S
George Dixon's G.S
Central G.S

•

" U N D E R 15 "

September
October
,,
November

" U N D E R 14 "

October
,,
November

CHARACTERS OF THE XV.
P. HUTCHINGS (Captain) (1947-48-49) :
Unable to settle down a t centre three-quarter,
he moved to the wing position, which for a
short time he filled with success, and where
his determined running and defence were
saving factors. He is an energetic captain
both on and off the field, but his injury has
unfortunately deprived the team of his
valuable services.
(Dunt's).
B. LOBE (Vice-Captain) (1947-48-49) : An
awkwardly-built lock forward who lacks the
speed necessary for the position. In defence
he allows the opposing scrum-half too much
freedom. He is good in the loose, having a
well-controlled dribble. He kicks and passes
with power and inaccuracy.
(Captain of Dunt's).
I. R. MCCLELLAND (Secretary) (1947-48-49):
A powerfully built centre-three-quarter who
runs hard with the ball. He must learn t o
pass accurately, and to use the open spaces.
He has a powerful tackle b u t often hesitates
to use it. His kicking is good, but if he concentrated more, he would gain greater
accuracy. Despite his execrable handwriting,
he has done the work of secretary in a competent manner.
(Captain of Leeds').
J. G PARDOE (1947-48-49) : A squat figure
who must learn to run more intelligently
when in possession. He passes well, b u t his
kicking and defensive play are generally weak.
He handles with confidence, but nullifies this
by bad positional play.
(Burgess').
A. J. HOMER (1947-48-49) : A muchimproved player whose strong acceleration in
attack very often tears holes in opposing
defences. He is too often unsupported. His
passing and kicking are good, but he must
learn to tackle. The fact that he bought a
new pair of boots this year is certainly worthy
of note.
(Dunt's).
J. A. HARVEY (1948-49) : A tough frontrow forward who has practised with vigour

XV.

Home
Away
Home
Away

Lost
10- 6
Won
8~ 0
Won
9- 0
Drawn 6 - 6

Home
Home
Away
Awaj'
Home
Away

Lost
Lost
Lost
Lost
Lost
Won

6—12
12- 0
15— 0
5-17
5-26
11- 0

Awav
Away
Away
Away
Away

Lost
Won
Won
Won
Won

5- 3
19-14
9- 3
10- 8
34- 0

XV.

XV.

and has developed into a good player, both
in attack and defence. His kicking and passing are good, his tackling and falling sure.
He must keep his eye on the ball in the loose,
(Copland's).
J. D. MOUNTFORD* : A tough second-row
forward who plays hard. He has improved
his handling, kicking and passing, but they
are still not good. He tackles well, and has
led the pack with spirit.
(Leeds').
R. F. GRIFFITHS* : An open-wing forward
who has been disappointing. Although he
knows the game, he is hesitant on the field
and gives the opposing outside-half too much
room in which to move. He handles well, but
his passing is inaccurate.
(Captain of Copland's).
J. HUTCHINGS.t A small, compact outsidehalf who promises to be good. He passes and
kicks well. His handling, though generally
competent, suffers from occasional lapses. He
tackles well, but, owing to his lack of size, is
• sometimes outrun. He must learn to make
and to use an opening, and to improve the
length of his kicking.
(Dunt's).
B. BAKER, f A large second-row forward
whose play is erratic. Although he fights
hard in the loose, he loses himself in the open,
He can tackle, but doesn't. His kicking and
passing are bad. He will improve as soon as
he gains more self-confidence.
(Leeds').
M. E. ABRAiis.f
A heavily-built blindwing forward who plays with some intelligence. Although he is slow in the open, he
keeps going.
His handling, passing and
kicking are all poor, and he allows his opposing scrum-half too much freedom. He will
improve with experience.
(Dunt's).
T. G. HiGGS.f
A well-built front-row
forward whose play lacks fire and experience,
He must bind hard in the tight, and look for
the ball in the loose. His tackling, kicking,
handling and falling are all in need of improvement. He must use his speed to greater
advantage.
(Copland's).
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G. T. LYALL.J A long, lean wing threequarter whose play is improving as he gains
experience. He can tackle, pass and handle
with confidence, but his kicking is weak. He
must learn to run with more determination.
(Copland's).
C. T. F. LATHAM.t
A hooker who lacks
, , J . ,.
„
'
.
, . ,
,,
determination. He cannot pass or kick well,
, . , . , , , .
.
, /
„
. , , '
but his handhng is useful. He must fight
,
,
, ,
.. ,
, „
j
T
harder and learn to keep cfit. He can develop
into a good player but he must work harder.
(Leeds').
G. A. TAPLIN. f
A young full-back who
will probably become a very good performer.
He handles safely, although occasionally misjudges the pitch of the ball. His kicking is
safe but weak. He tackles and falls on with
great courage. He will improve his positional
play with match practice.
(Dunts).
*—signifies 2nd XV. Colours (1947-48-49).
f— signifies 2nd XV. Colours (1948-49).

The 1st XV. has been : G. A. Taplin ;
P. Hutchings, J. G. Pardoe, I. R. McClelland,
G. T. Lyall; J. Hutchings, A. J. Homer;
J. A. Harvey, C. J. F. Latham, T. G. Higgs,
B. Baker, J. D. Mountford, M. E. Abrams,
B. Lobb, R. F. Griffiths.
T-, S ,,
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The following have also played : B. W.
TA T T I
J T> O n . _*. .. n A
Tanner, A. T. Ireland, R. S. Oxenbury, B. A.
„•
. i. „ ™ '
>> D i » _ i i e
Hiscox, A. E. H. Turner, G. R. Green, J. F.
w •
vht
°
The 2nd XV has been : A. E. H. Turner,
Chaudoir,
Tanner,
Hiscox,
Rosenstein,
Heron, Gough, Locker, Wainwright, Walker,
R. S. Oxenbury, Ireland (Captain), Green,
Janney, Bean.
T h e .. U n d e r 16 " XV has been : Vernon,
Lancaster, Yetman, Lawrence, Gilinsky,
Dore, Jones
Revill;
Hiu>
EatoQ_
Lmdiey,
(C. M.), Brown, Green, Soutter, Gardner
(P. A.) (Captain).

CRICKET RETROSPECT

REFLECTING on last season's Cricket, I feel we may truly claim to have had a successful season.
Although the final figures of " Played 17, Won 6, Drawn 3, and Lost 8 " do not appear brilliant,
they fail to give a true picture of the matches as they were actually played. A very pleasing
factor was the team spirit of the XI which prevailed over and above any ideas of personal
fame. But even so, four members obtained for themselves one or more scores of over fifty,
and J. G. Harrison was consistently reliable as an opening bat. Eight bowlers finished the
season with averages of less than twenty. The fielding, taken as a whole, was good, keen, and
fast, although a few costly lapses marred the otherwise bright picture. The pleasing total of
233 against Warwick School was the first double century reached by the School for eighteen
years.
Of the other School teams, only the Under 14 XI attained any measure of success. They
won all their matches except one, which had the unusual result of a tie. The 2nd XI rarely
attacked the opposition bowling with any vigour, and thus their appreciable bowling talent
was wasted.
The final list of the other Colts XI could have been much improved had their
fielding not lacked the polish which is so necessary for success.
I look to the coming season with quiet confidence as seven members of last year's XI,
including four colours, will be available to play. These seven should form a strong nucleus
in all departments of the game.
J. R. CHARLESWORTH,

Captain of Cricket.

RESULTS OF MATCHES
SCHOOL V. RATCLIFFE COLLEGE.

Played at Ratcliffe on Saturday, June 12th. Lost by 1 run.
THE College batted first, and after losing their first wicket on the second bah of the match,
continued steadily until they declared after lunch at 122 for 8. The School, who had just two
hours for batting, began steadily, and a quarter of an hour before the end of the match there
were 103 runs on the board for the loss of only three wickets. At this point the rot set in, and
at the beginning of the last over, one wicket remained and four runs were needed for victory.
Tabberer, who had batted confidently throughout the innings, played the first ball for two.
On the second ball he attempted a hook, but did not contact properly, and was easily caught
at fine leg. The School had lost by one run.
47

RATCLIFFE

SCHOOL

J. Jolliffe, b Hutchings
T. Watson, run out
A. Baxter, lbw b Lobb
M. T. Mower, c Lobb, b Hutchings
P. Papirnik, lbw b Harrod
B. Mulcahy, b Harrod
R. Moser, b Harrod
A. Worrall, not out .
T. Maloney, b Hutchings
R. Carron, not out
L. Simmonds did not b a t
Extras

....

0
31
30
10
1
7
7
13
13
4

J. G. Harrison, run out
B. C. Hobbs, lbw b Baxter
J. H. Tabberer, c Maloney, b Moser . . . .
J. G. Pardoe, c Jolliffe, b Moser
A. J. Homer, c Baxter, b Watson
I. R. McClelland, c Mower b Moser
J. R. Charlesworth, c Papirnik, b Watson
P. Hutchings, st Mower b Moser
P. A. Gough, c Mower, b Watson
B. Lobb, st Mower, b Watson
J. A. M. Harrod, not out
6
Extras

TOTAL (for 8 wickets dec.).
R. Moser, 4 for 15 ; T. Watson, 4

TOTAL

25
14
39
23
1
5
4
2
0
1
0
7
121

After the match J. A. M. Harrod, P. Hutchings, B. Lobb and J. H. Tabberer were
awarded their 1st XI Colours.
SCHOOL V. SOLIHULL SCHOOL

Played at the County Ground, Edgbaston, on Tuesday, June 22nd.
SCHOOL

SOLIHULL SCHOOL

J. G. Harrison, st Richards, b Sreeves . .
B. C. Hobbs, run out
J. H. Tabberer, b Sreeves
J. G. Pardoe, b Smith
I. R. McClelland, st Richards, b Sreeves. .
A. J. Homer, c Tarplee, b Piggins
J. R. Charlesworth, c Owen, b Piggins.
P. Hutchings, c Sperry, b Sreeves
P. A. Gough, c Bannister, b Owen . . . .
J. A. M. Harrod, c Bannister, b Owen .
B. Lobb, not out
Extras
TOTAL

Won by 31 runs.

Bannister, c Hutchings, b Pardoe. .
Sreeves, c Harrod, b H u t c h i n g s . . . .
. Balls, b Hutchings
Tarplee, c and b Lobb
Lewis, b Hutchings
N. Horley, c Hutchings, b Harrod . .
D. Piggins, st Charlesworth, b Harrod
I. H. Smith, lbw b Harrod
G. N. Sperry, c Hobbs, b Hutchings
B. Richards, b Lobb
G. Owen, not out
Extras
166

13
33
5
32
o
4
10
0
16
5
0
11
135

i OTAL

After th,e match, A. J. Homer was awarded his 1st X I Colours.
SCHOOL V. O L D EDWARDIANS

Played at Eastern Road, on Saturday, June 26th. Lost by 23 runs.
The Old Boys, batting first, scored confidently, and amassed the formidable total of 183
runs. In reply, the School commenced very feebly, and three wickets fell for only 16 runs.
The standard then improved, and we were finally all out for the satisfactory total of 160 runs.
O L D EDWARDIANS

SCHOOL

C. F . Figures, c Charlesworth, b Pardoe
P . R. Langham, b Lobb
P. O. Kendrick, st Charlesworth, b Harrod
R. E. Kirby, ct Charlesworth, b Harrod
S. Baker, b Harrod
P. D. A. Alabaster, c Hobbs, b Hutchings
S. J. Sumner, lbw, b Hutchings
T. G. Freeman, c Harrison, b Hutchings
E. S. Baker, b Lobb
P . T. Richardson, not out
G. A. Stark, c Harrison, b Harrod
Extras
TOTAL

16
19
9
7
2
44
17
22
12
14
13
8

J. G. Harrison, b Richardson
B. C. Hobbs, c E. S. Baker, b Freeman .
J. H. Tabberer, b Freeman
J. G. Pardoe, b Stark
P. A. Gough, c Sumner, b Figures
A. J. Homer, b Freeman
I. R. McClelland, b Freeman
J. R. Charlesworth, b Freeman
P. Hutchings, not out
J. A. M. Harrod, lbw, b Freeman
B. Lobb, b Richardson
Extras
TOTAL

.183

T. G. Freeman, 6 for 42
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9
4
0
21
7
49
14
0
27
0
7
22
160

SCHOOL V. COMBINED K.E.G.S. X I

Played at Eastern Road, on Saturday, July 24th. Won by 11 wickets.
This was the first occasion since the inauguration of the Foundation Conference that this
match had been played to a finish. I t was very fitting, therefore, t h a t the School should have
won by eleven wickets.
COMBINED K.E.G.S.

SCHOOL

Shepherd, Ibw, b Pardoe
Gee, b Pardoe
Dilloway, b McClelland
Hansom, c Charlesworth, b Tidsall
Apps, b McClelland
Evans, "b Harrod
Conduct, b Hutchings
Ryder, c Hutchings, b Harrod
Baugh, lbw, b Hutchings
Shiner, lbw, b Harrod
Tranter, b Hutchings
White, not out
Extras
TOTAL

1
0
5
1
4
16
1
11

G. Harrison, b Ryder
50
C. Hobbs, lbw, b Apps
21
Homer, b Ryder
11
Pardoe, c and b Apps
12
Tabberer, hit wicket, b Ryder
1
McClelland, not out
23
0
Gough, b Apps
0
Hutchings, b Ryder
3
E. Tidsall, not out
R. Charlesworth, B. Lobb, J. A. M. Harrod
did not bat.

52

..

Apps, 3 for 26 : Ryder, 4 for 36.

11

Extras
TOTAL (7 wickets)

133

J. A. M. Harrod, 3 for 3 ; P. Hutchings, 3 for
10 ; J. G. Pardoe, 2 for 10 ; I. R. McClelland, 2 for 13.
1st X I AVERAGES
BATTING

J. G. Harrison
J. G. Pardoe
A . J . Homer .
Hobbs .
Hutchings

No. of
Innings
17
17
17
17
17

Times
not out

Highest
score
58
73
51
59
35

Runs
377
302
257
180
143

Average
22.18
17.77
16.06
10.59
10.21

BOWLING.

P.
J.
B.
J.
J.
J.

Maidens.
Runs.
Wickets.
Overs.
42
415
36
Hutchings
167.1
40
493
40
A. M. Harrod
195.2
36
379
22
Lobb
148
21
334
18
G. Pardoe
101
R. Charlesworth took 8 catches and stumped 5.
G. Harrison took 7 catches.
The following results were not pubUshed in the July Issue of the CHRONICLE.

Average,
11.53
12.33
17.23
18.56

FIRST ELEVEN.

June

July
,,
„

9—v.
12—v.
19—v.
22—v.
26—v.
3—v.
10—v.
17—v.
20—j).
23—v.
24—v.

Bedford Modern School
Ratclifie College
Kestrels C.C
Solihull School
Old Edwardians
R.G.S., Worcester
A Parents X I
Cotton College
Wyggeston G.S
Birmingham University " A " X I
Combined K.E.G.S. ."

Runs for
Runs against
81
143 for 9 (Dec.)
122 for 8 (Dec.)
121
50
60 for 4
166
135
160
183
158 for 7
158 for 8 (Dec.)
109
82
Cancelled
48
106
132 for 7 (D) 90 for 4.
133 for 7
52

SECOND E L E V E N

May

15—v.
22—v.
„
29—v.
June
5—v.
12—v.
July
3—v.
„
10—v.
,,
17—v.
„ 21-

Bromsgrove School
Tettenhall College 1st X I
K.E.S., Stratford 1st X I
College of Art
Ratclifie College
R.G.S., Worcester
Q.M.G.S., Walsall 1st X I .
Warwick School
Sebright School 1st X I

73
52 for 5
54
43 for 9
64
62
18
44
51
49

74
50
72
42
67
64
58
45
53

for 8

for 7
for 5
for 4
for 4

Result
Lost
Lost.
Lost.
Won.
Lost.
Drawn.
Won.
Lost.
Drawn
Won.
Lost.
Won
Lost.
Won
Lost
Lost.
Lost.
Lost.
Lost.

THIRD ELEVEN

June
July

2—v. King's School, Worcester
10—*. O.M.G.S., Walsall 2nd X I
2 1 —v. Bishop Vesey's G.S. 2nd X I

Won.
Lost.
Lost.

" U N D E R 15 " E L E V E N

May

22—v.
25—B.
June
2—y.
12—v.
19—B.

July

3—w.
14—».

,,
.»

20—v.

17—B.

Denstone College
Repton School
King's School,Worcester
Tettenhall College
Warwick School
R.G.S., Worcester
Bromsgrove School
Cotton College
Wyggeston G.S

88
52
28 for 7
48 for 3
48
80
92
Cancelled.
82

93 for
53 for
22
46 for
95 for
165
68

7
1
8
1

Lost.
Lost.
Won.
Drawn.
Lost.
Lost.
Won.

24

Won.

54
50
55
32
27

Tied
Won.
Won.
Won.
Won.

68

Won.

" U N D E R 14 " E L E V E N .

May
June
t)

July

\5—v. K.E.S., Camp Hill
29—o. K.E.S., Stratford
2—B. King's School, Worcester
5—B. Hallfield Preparatory School
12—B. Stanley House School
3—v. R.G.S., Worcester
17—B. Moseley G.S

54
120
103 for 7
118
29 for 0
Cancelled.
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SWIMMING REPORT
LAST year again we did not have a very successsful season, and won only three matches out of
eleven. The prospects for this year, however, are much better. The younger members of the
team have improved considerably and provide a sound nucleus round which a strong team can
be built. The lack of training faciUties is still keenly felt, but despite this difficulty, the
enthusiasm of many in the School is most encouraging. On the whole, the standard of Swimming is rising again.
Our thanks are due to Mr. Kay for all the work he does for School
Swimming, and also to Mr. Cotter who has taken on the task of coaching.
A. J. IRELAND,

Captain of

Swimming.

SWIMMING SPORTS
T H E Annual Swimming Sports were held at Woodcock Street Baths on Saturday, July 24th,
1948. The results were as follows :
50 yards Free Style (Open) : 1, J . R. Luckett ; 2, Lawson ; 3, Cook : 32.1 sees.
100 yards Free Style (Open) : 1, J. R. Luckett ; 2, Lawson ; 3, Ireland : 74.8 sees.
200 yards Free Style (Open) : 1, Lawson ; 2, Ireland ; 3, Cook : 2 min. 56.2 sees.
100 yards Breast Stroke (Open) : 1, Harrison ; 2, Wainwright; 3, Pine : 88.2 sees.
50 yards Back Stroke (Open) : 1, Janney ; 2, Cook ; 3, Green : 40.4 sees.
Plunge (Open) : 1, Lawson ; 2, Pine ; 3, Harrison. Distance, 42-ft. 7-ins.
Dive (Open) : 1, Pine ; 2, Lawson ; 3, Janney.
Half Mile (Open) : 1, Lawson ; 2, Rawsthorae ; 3, Rogers ; 4, Janney : 13 mins. 55 sees.
50 vards Free Style (Inter) : 1. Luckett, J.R. ; 2, Luckett, C.H. ; 3, Hignett : 34.4 sees.
100'yards Free Style (Inter) : 1, Luckett, J. R. ; 2, Luckett, C. H. ; 3, Hignett. : 74.4 sees.
50 yards Free Style (Under 15) : 1, Luckett, C. H . ; 2, Hignett ; 3, Turner : 32.4 sees.
100 yards Free Style (Under 15) : 1, Luckett, C. H. ; 2, Hignett ; 3, Turner : 77.8 sees.
50 yards Back Stroke (Under 15) : 1, Wheatley, O. ; 2, Luckett, C. H. ; 3, Wheatley, O. S. :
42.6 sees.
50 yards Breast Stroke (Under 15) : 1, Price ; 2, Blythe ; 3, Foulds : 42 sees.
Plunge (Under 15) : 1, Turner ; 2, Luckett, C. H. ; 3, Wheatley, O. : 46-ft. 11-ins.
Dive (Under 15) ; 1, Wheatley, O. ; 2, Price ; 3, Jones, M. C.
Half Mile (Under 15) : 1, Luckett, C. H. ; 2, Price ; 3, H i g n e t t ; 4, Wheatley, O. ; 14 mins.
55 sees.
1 length Free Style (Under 14) : 1, Rowley ; 2, Turner ; 3, Robertson.
I length Free Style (Under 13£) : 1, Stockwin ; 2, Price ; 3, Wheatley, O. S. : 23.6 sees.
1 length Free Style (Under 12£) : 1, Adams ; 2, Cooper ; 3, Buttress : 27.1 sees.
50

Relay—School v. Old Edwardians : 1, Old Edwardians ; 2, School.
100 yards Free Style (Old Edwardians) : 1 = Hodgskin-Brown and Blood.
First House Relay (Philips Cup) (6 x 2) : 1, Leeds'; 2, Dunt's ; 3, Burgess': 5 mins. 17.6 sees.
Second House Relay (Scarf Cup I) : 1, Leeds'; 2, Burgess'; 3, Copland's.
Under 15 House Relay (Scarf Cup II) (6x1) : 1, Leeds'; 2, Copland's : 2 mins. 4 8 . 8 sees.
Senior Champion (Carr Cup) : L. J. Lawson. Prox. ace. : R. J. Pine and J. R. Luckett.
Junior Champion (Governors' Cup) : C. H. Luckett. Prox. ace. : O. Wheatley.
Jacot Cup (for the Sports) : 1, D u n t ' s ; 2, Burgess'; 3, Leeds'; 4, Copland's.
Allday Shield (Terminal Competition) : 1, Leeds'; 2, Burgess'; 3, Copland's ; 4, Dunt's.
Solomon Cup (Swimming Championship) : 1, Leeds'.
RESULTS O F SCHOOL
Harrow School
Malvern College
Trent College
Trent College Seconds
Shrewsbury School
Wrekin College
Solihull School
Rugby School
Repton School
K.E. VII, Sheffield
K.E. Grammar Schools

SHOOTING REPORT

MATCHES.
Lost
10 -36
Lost
6 -40
Lost
7f-32|
Lost
11 -28
Lost
16 -<38
Won
30 -25
Won
Si -11
Lost
17 -31
Lost
14 -32
Lost
17-39
Won
26 -18

ATHLETICS PROSPECTS

LAST year's results, alas, seem unattainable
T H E coming Athletics season will be the
so far this term. The team, which has imlongest for many years. We hope to arrange
proved each year to date, does not seem to be
a correspondingly large number of School
able to find the form which last year's V I I I
matches. The school team should be very
maintained.
strong, as we have seven members of last
We cannot be disappointed with the actual
year's team still available. We lack only a
scores—this season we started off better than
first rate sprinter, and a pair of hurdlers.
last—but the most disturbing factor is the
Practice and training during the winter may
lack of improvement in the team. Even a few fill these deficiencies.
of last year's V I I I do not seem to be able to
For the first time, as an experiment, in
attain their previous accuracy.
order to encourage the young athletes in the
But the situation is not quite as gloomy as
School, a School Junior team will run in intermight appear from these remarks. In the
school matches. From the wealth of junior
S.M.R.C. Competition the total score amounted
talent available it should be possible to mould
to 741—only 4 points (out of 800) below last
a very fine team.
year's total. The most encouraging sign yet
Matches for both teams have so far been
this year is that, for the first time in this
arranged with Bedford, Denstone and Trent.
competition, the whole team scored totals in
There appears to be a very good chance of
the " nineties."
starting inter-house cross-country running,
The VIII which represented the School in
on the standard system, though the course
this competition were : L. tE. R. Hall, R. N.
remains undecided at the moment.
Britton, J . B. Gopsill, M. C. Jones, A. J. Potter,
The Athletic Sports will be held on ThursJ. O. Yard, J . F . Perret and J. B. Ludlow.
day, March 31st, and Saturday, April 2nd.
The following have also shot on the team in
B. A. Hiscox,
matches: P. H. O'B. Cooper and M. R. Berlyn.
The team has hopes for the future, if only
Captain of Athletics.
the secret of improvement can be found. A
more serious approach to the matter will
certainly help.
CHESS REPORT
We continue to receive enthusiastic and
unselfish support from the J.T.C. Officers, to
whom our thanks are due. To R. N. Britton THROUGH the influence of the Junior League,
goes our appreciation of his very efficient
the standard of Chess in Birmingham schools
work as Secretary, and to Capt. Cooke goes iRising by leaps and bounds, and our School
all credit, for without his paternal care we is finding it increasingly difficult to keep t h e
should probably have shot ourselves by now.
lead. I t seems, however, t h a t the School
J. B. LUDLOW,
team is still the best in the country, although
Captain of Shooting. we are strongly challenged by local schools.
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A Junior International Tournament is
being held in November, and the School has
been invited to stage one of t h e rounds. This
event, the first ever of its kind, is organised
in aid of the Lord Mayor's Fund for Europe's
Starving Children, and will give an opportunity for everyone to see for himself the best of
our local juniors in action against the junior
stars of Europe.
It is very encouraging t h a t in the Second
Division of the Junior Chess League last
season the School " Under 14 " team finished
runners-up. During the summer a Congress
was held at Greenmore College. The result of
the " Under 14 " Championship of Warwickshire was a tie for first place between Lloyd,
D. E., and his brother Lloyd, K. W. A match
for the title is now in progress. The other
major event at the Congress was the Birmingham Boys' Championship which was
won by J. Alexander.
A Junior County Team has now been
established and, in the first two matches, nine
members of the School have been invited to
play. I t is also suggested that Correspondence
Matches might be started.
On October 27th, a Lightning Chess
Tournament was held at the School. There
were twenty-three entrants, including four
members of the Staff. The event was run on
the modern Swiss system, and was won by
M. N. Barker, with Lloyd as runner-up. A
collection was taken, and fifteen shillings was
presented to the U.N.A.C. fund. Even though
the method of timing was a little unconventional we may claim t h a t the event was
an overwhelming success.
The results of t h e matches played to date
are as follows :
I I v. K.E.S., Camp Hill. Home. Won (by
default) 6—0. I I v. Central Grammar School.
Away. Won. 5—1. I v. King's Norton G.S.
Away. Won. 5—1. I. v. Oxford University.
Away. Lost. 2J-6J. I v. Bedford Modern
School. Home. Won. 6-0.
We feel t h a t Chess is now beginning to
take its rightful place in the mind of the
School, although there are many yet who
do not know the game. We must give our
thanks to our Chairman, Mr. King, for his
valuable assistance in the arrangement of
matches, and also to the Head Master for his
ready approval

R. T. HARRISON. Is a very strong plaver
who improves rapidly as he meets good
opposition. He can always be trusted t o win
against an inferior opponent.
(Burgess').
E. WATSON (Secretary).
Is a fine player
whose attacking ideas often lead him to
success. An efficient Secretary.
(Dunt's).
M. N. BARKER. I S an outstanding tactician
whose winning moves appear when his
opponent is least prepared. He has some
useful theoretical knowledge.
(Leeds').
D. E. LLOYD. Is a sound player whose ideas
are apt to become stereo-typed. He is, however, difficult to beat.
(Dunt's).
K. W. LLOYD. I S a very young player who
is quickly appreciating the finer points of the
game.
(Dunt's).
G. K. BARKER. Is a very useful reserve
with many good qualities.
(Leeds').
P.T. REPORT

I T is unusual for interest in P.T. to be
aroused during the first term of a school year.
This is a pity, b u t the reason is obvious and
lies in the fact that no House competitions or
School displays are held during this season.
The gymnasts necessarily involve themselves
in the inordinate rush later in the year, when
the training of P.T. teams begins in earnest,
because of their failure to practise earlier.
Among the many benefits of the extension
of the lunch-hour is the opportunity for
voluntary P.T. classes to be held after dinner
instead of at the end of afternoon school.
The digestion does not suffer radically, and
the attendance at such classes is rapidly
increasing. We should be glad, however, to
see more of the younger boys, particularly
the Shells and Removes, taking part, for
without doubt, P.T. is better learnt when
very young. I t is nevertheless gratifying to
see so many juniors learning boxing, a sport
which has too long been neglected in the
School.
The House P.T. teams last year achieved
quite a high standard of proficiency, and we
are glad to see 'greater emphasis laid upon
teamwork rather than on individual prowess.
Our thanks are again due t o Mr. King and
Mr. Cotter for the time and interest that they
devote to voluntary P.T., and of course to
J. ALEXANDER,
the perennial Mr. Moore, whose energy is
Captain of Chess. unfailing and in whom we find a constant
source of help and encouragement in all our
activities.

CHESS CHARACTERS

R. F. GRIFFITHS,

P.T.

J .ALEXANDER (Captain). A gifted attacking
player whose tenacity through the end-game
wins him many " drawn " games.
ffis
adjudicating powers paralleled in recent years
only by L. Lewis—are a great boon t o t h e
team.
(Dunt's).
E.W.

Leader.

ETON FIVES REPORT
FIVES, SO far this term, is the prodigy of
School sporting activities for we have not
yet lost a match, indeed we have not played
one. Nevertheless, the Secretary assures me
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that his pen has not been idle, and t h a t
several proposed matches are in the hands of
the G.P.O.
The standard of Fives, which unavoidably
deteriorated during the war, may truly be
said to be slowly b u t surely improving. This
is judged by the House matches, as School
practices have not yet taken place, owing to
the wetness of the courts.
Last term a non-House Pairs Handicap
Competition was held, and brought forth
many surprises. I t was eventually won by
J. G. Harrison and McClelland.
The General Meeting of the Eton Fives
Association has just announced the ratification of the twelve-point game, a decision
taken after a postal vote. The School was in
the affirmative following a twelve months'
trial.
I should very much like to thank Mr. E. V.
Smith for all the work and interest t h a t he
continues to show, always being ready to
issue gloves and balls from his " little room "
and occasionally having them returned.
J. R.

CHARLESWORTH,

Captain of Fives.

THE LIBRARY
AFTER a year of unusually rapid expansion
the Library has resumed its normal rate of
progress. This term's total of just over onehundred additions compares unfavourably
with the six hundred books added to t h e
shelves last year. There is, however, no cause
for despair, for progress, even if slow, is a t
least steady. The binder has lengthened the
life of some sixty volumes, although unfortunately a similar number have had to be
withdrawn to await this tardy process.
Development in other directions, however,
is more encouraging.
The most valuable
accession of the term is a complete set of t h e
Dictionary of National Biography (22 vols.).
Other noteworthy additions include Winston
Churchill's The Gathering Storm, and W. W.
Tarn's Alexander the Great. We hope also t o
obtain regularly several new periodicals.
Behaviour i n . the Library has improved
vastly during the past few months, and with
the untiring efforts of Mr. Copland and the
. enthusiasm - of the librarians the Library is
gradually achieving the dignity t h a t it
deserves.
D. L. R I D O U I ,

LAWN TENNIS REPORT
LAWN Tennis was recognised as an official
activity of the School Club before the courts
were completed early this term. The opening
of the courts, at the end of September, was>
heralded by a display of stroke play given by
D. W. Gresham and S. ParnelL an event:
which was attended by about a hundred boys.
The progress of the sport is unpredictables
and, owing to its very recent introduction,
answers are still being sought to manyr
problems of administration. The effects off
the approaching winter are rapidly limiting*
the possible hours of play this term, although1
a few stalwarts may still be seen practising»
their art. If, however, we may judge froml
the numbers who entered for the tournaments3
last year, we may expect a large and flourishing tennis section by next summer.
The two traditional tennis matches weree
played last year. The first, against the Staff,:,
took place a t the Edgbaston L.T.C. This wass
unfortunately abandoned on account of rain,.,
with the Staff " i n a strong position." Ina
the second match, a combined team of thee
Boys' and Girls' schools lost to a team ofif
the combined staffs. Next year we shall bee
able for the first time to play host in thiss
match. May we at the same time record a
victory !
Our thanks are again due to Mr. Burgesss
for the time and thought which he devotes too
this new activity and for the helpful advicee
he is always ready to impart to all who aree
learning to play tennis.
R. F . GRIFFITHS,

Captain of Tennis.

Librarian.
DEBATING SOCIETY
T H E little band which gallantly perpetuates
the name of the Debating Society no longer
faces an ignominious demise. After long years
of unchecked atrophy, the Society has at last
enjoyed the awaited revival and large
audiences now gather in the Library t o
testify to the new-found vigour of this latterday Lazarus.
The time for jubilation is not yet, however,
for the resurrected Society is scarcely t h e
select forum of polished debate that we
might desire. Indeed " More matter and less
art " seems to be the prevalent post-war
"Zeitgeist," from whose paralysing influence
the School is far from immune. Mere numerical strength is not enough to restore t h e
Debating Society to its old pre-eminence, b u t
this welcome increase in membership may vet
breed a genuine revival of the debater's art.
The first meeting of the term was a private
debate, at which the Society rejected t h e
motion t h a t " This House would welcome
mass emigration from this country."
A
distinguished deputation from t h e Staff lent
both originality and erudition to a stimulating Masters' Debate on the motion t h a t
" Classical learning is redundant in the
modern world." The joint Debate, as usual,
attracted a strong, silent audience from the
Girls' School, and a belligerently pacific
opposition succeeded in persuading
m
members to vote against the motion t h a t
" This House would welcome a war with the
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U.S.S.R."
89 members supported the
proposition.
Blandly insouciant amid the heated
deliberations of the term, our assiduous
Chairman, Mr. Blount, remains the impartial
guardian of the Society's essential dignity.
For this service we thank him.
G. F . B. LAUGHLAND,

Hon. Secretary.
LITERARY SOCIETY
I F Carlyle's maxim t h a t " Literature is the
thought of thinking souls " still holds good,
rather depressing deductions may be drawn
in the precincts of King Edward's School.
The " thinking souls " emerge as an undaunted but narrow clique, fluctuating
numerically between ten and fifteen; the
School at large, however, continues to regard
the Society as a collection of long-haired
eccentrics, whom it lets well alone. Nevertheless, the Literary Society, if not bounding
from strength to strength, maintains a high
standard in its papers and discussion.
The two meetings of this term uphold the
tradition. Mr. A. C. Gosling presented an
interesting and comprehensive paper on
" The Novels of Aldous Huxley," whilst Mr.
D. A. Collis, the retiring Secretary, having
wrenched himself away from a nomadic
existence in Lincolnshire, held his audience
with a talk entitled " Off with the Raggle
Taggle Gypsies, O ! ", a masterly exposition
of Uterary vagabondism. So much for the
present.
I t is agreed among the hierarchy t h a t the
multiplicity of School Societies is a threat to
t h e being of many. To combat this menace,
joint meetings with other societies are " in
the blue-print stage." These will include a
discourse on the Shavian St. Joan, enjoying
t h e co-operation of the Dramatic Society.
When this period of fortification is weathered,
-the Society will storm higher planes, confidently toasting itself Ad multos annos.
P. A. GARDNER,

Hon. Secretary.
DRAMATIC SOCIETY
A T the close of the year the Dramatic Society
mingled regret with celebration. The hilarity
of the Conference Entertainment, to which
"the Society contributed an original revue,
contrasted strangely with the dejection, even
alarm, occasioned by the news of Mr. Dowling's unexpected departure. During his brief
year as producer, his inspiration and leadership overcame many of the Society's difficulties, and his technical skill maintained in
" Macbeth " the high standard of former
years.

We welcome as our new Chairman, Mr.
W. H. Babb, who is in charge of this year's
production.
In 1944, with Drinkwater's
"AbrahamLincoln," the Society departed for
the first time from its Shakespearean tradition, and, continuing this policy of producing
at intervals some of the great modern classics,
we shall present Bernard Shaw's " Saint
Joan " on the evenings of January 27th, 28th,
and 29th, 1949. A chronicle play, in many
ways similar to " Lincoln," " Saint Joan," is
dramatically one of Shaw's best works, for
here he refrains from the tedious proselytising
which prevent so many of his plays from being
" good theatre." The play gives ample scope
for colourful costume and elaborate staging,
and the Art Society's scenery, designed by
Mr. J. B. H u m , is of a magnificence worthy
of De Mille himself.
The cast of over sixty players is headed by
G. F. B. Laughland (Joan), M. V. Gosney
(Stogumber), R. N. Doubleday (Cauchon),
D. L. Ridout (Warwick), M. A. Harper
(Dunois), M. A. Woodhouse (Charles), and
R. C. Perkins (Archbishop of Rheims).
G. F . B. LAUGHLAND,

Hon. Secretary.

MUSICAL SOCIETY
AT last we can say t h a t a very big step has
been taken towards a really high standard of
School music. The School has always suffered
in the past from a lack of instrumentalists,
but now, thanks to the untiring efforts of our
Chairman, Dr. Grant, a String-Playing Class
has been established, and, judging by all
reports, is receiving considerable support,
even at this early stage. The class is taught
b y Mr. Shufflebotham, Principal Viola in the
C.B.S.O., who has already produced good
results.
This augurs well for the future of the
Orchestra, which, during the present term, is
preparing a rather ambitious programme for
the Society Concert to be held a t the end of
term. It is unfortunately hampered by small
numbers, and by large gaps, especially in the
wood-wind section. Dr. Grant, however, looks
upon the matter with such content that he
must surely have it well under control, and,
no doubt, the gaps will soon be filled by
competent players. The Choir too are in
short supply of Basses this year, but we feel
sure t h a t the situation will not arise again.
Reports of this term's recitals will appear in
the next issue of the CHRONICLE, until which
time we continue our struggle to keep in the
wake of our enthusiastic Chairman.
J. B. LUDLOW,

Hon.
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Secretary.

MUSICAL CHARACTERS
During the past two years, the Musical
Society has come to play a great part in the life
of the School. To help the layman understand
the more elusive members of this new esoteric
sect, we append a number of " Musical
Characters."
J. B. LUDLOW. Our most typical musician,
who combines exceptional musical talent with
an active inadequacy as Secretary of the
Society. His prowess as a violinist is a decided
assistance to the prestige of music in the
School, and his hair lends a professional tone
to all our endeavours.
R.T.P.
D. BIRCUMSHAW.

As a trombonist he has

gone a long way in a short time. His playing
carries conviction and, above all, power. His
attack is inclined to be rather too forceful,
but he has a very pleasant tone when playing
quietly. I t seems a pity t h a t he should have
almost entirely abandoned his 'cello for the
trombone, for his playing on the former
instrument was well worth hearing. We
would welcome the return of his 'cello to a
position of honour equal to t h a t of the other
more barbaric instrument.
A. J. COOKE. IS outstanding as a key-board
player. He is an organist who knows his
instrument and puts his knowledge to good
effect by combining it with efficient technique.
His experience is considerable, and his playing
will be remembered b\T all who possess copies
of the record of the School Song. He also
strengthens capably the ranks of the violins
in the Orchestra.
A. J. HOMER.
A trumpeter of sound
technique and wide experience. His playing
is very safe, but he could sometimes afford t o
be rather more daring and vigorous. H e has
a very pleasing tone which never descends to
the harsh, and his rhythm is excellent. From
both a technical and musical viewpoint, a
very good player.
T. F. H. OXLEV. An excellent pianist and
general musician, whose exceptional ability
brought him to the front early in his school
career. His interpretation of Bach and of
other classical composers is particularly fine,
but we would welcome from him the sounds
of some rather more modern works.
R. T. POPPLE. A pianist and organist who
has musicianship as well as technique. He is
a good accompanist who cherishes both
respect and good-will for the soloist—a rare
thing. He does useful work with the Choir,
both singing and teaching. It is rumoured
that he has recently renounced his key-board
complex and taken to learning a really
musical instrument—the French Horn. Best
of luck to him in his new venture.
D. A. WRIGHT. Another capable pianist
and organist, and one who will take an
important part in the Musical Society before
long. H e has done a considerable amount of

singing, both solo and in the Choir, and also
plays the violin with some accuracy.
J. O. YARD. I S one of the School's natural
musicians. He plays flute, violin or viola with
equal conviction and ability, and invariably
produces a musical interpretation.
His
frequent absences from the fields of conflict
are especially regrettable since his presence
is always an important influence in the right
direction.
G. T. BRUCE. IS one of our younger players
and has real promise. His playing at his first
appearance in School music was impressive,
and it was pleasing to see a pianist determined
to play his best—with no nonsense about it.
J. BURROWS. A member of the Lower
School who catches the eye of the Musical
Societv with his practical musical ability.
J.B.L.
MUSIC CIRCLE
T H E Music Circle was formed last year by t h e
almost unaided efforts of Dr. Willis Grant.
Within a fortnight of the birth of the idea,
the Circle was complete—its completeness
having been one of its chief features throughout.
The aim of t h e Circle is to broaden t h e
musical experience of its members, not
merely to provide listening matter. The
original members were selected by the Chairman and Secretary, b u t subsequent new
members will be elected by t h e present
Circle. Candidates are drawn from the Sixth
Forms and the Lower Divisions, and attendance at all meetings is compulsory.
The programmes so far have been varied.
There have been record recitals, including
Purcell's Dido and Aeneas, Delius's Brigg
Fair, and works by Elgar and Rawsthorne.
We have been privileged in having visits
from Dr. Robert Friedmann (piano), and Mrs.
Marcia Osborne (soprano). At one meeting,
Dr. Willis Grant and Mr. F. J. Williams
performed Ravel's Mother Goose Suite in its
original form as piano duet, for comparison
with the later orchestral version, which was
played on records.
The Circle seems to be as successful as t h e
other School music activities and all t h e
enterprises to which Dr. Willis Grant applies
his skill.

R. T. POPPLE,

Hon.

Secretary.

SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY
ONLY one meeting of the Society has been
held so far this term, b u t it is hoped to hold
two others before the publication of this
report. The first meeting of the term took
place in early October, when Mr. G. L.
Munday, M.Sc, of Birmingham University,
gave an enjoyable and stimulating lecture on
" The Electron in the Modern World." This
meeting was well attended, and there is no
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doubt t h a t the Society will continue to
attract the support of the School as it has
done in the past.
On December 3rd, Mr. F. Chapman, M.A.,
of Albright and Wilson, Ltd., Chemical Manufacturers, will speak on " Silicones," and on
December 10th, the Society will be privileged
to hear Prof. P. B. Medawer of the Department of Zoology at Birmingham University,
who will lecture on " Plastic Surgery."
We must thank Mr. Ballance for his
extremely valuable work as Chairman, t h e
Art Society for their fine posters, and Mr.
Armitage and his assistants for their work on
our behalf.
J. M. B. Moss,
Hon. Secretary.
PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY
INTEREST in photography, and especially in
our Society, has increased with the better
supply of photographic materials and the
slight drop in the price of cameras and
accessories.
Almost forty members were
present at the one meeting held so far this
term, when Mr. John Lunn addressed the
Society on " Home-made apparatus and
gadgets." About half the audience were boys
from junior forms, and this shows good
prospects for years to come.
It seems a pit}- that only a small number of
members make regular use of the School
darkroom. Several members of the committee
are, however, building an enlarger, and if
this piece of apparatus turns out according to
plan, it should prove to be a considerable
attraction.
As the activities of the Society came almost
to a standstill during the war, we are now
beginning to feel the lack of older and more
experienced members to help and encourage
beginners, but if the present interest continues, this difficulty should right itself in due
course.
We wish to thank Mr. Hall for acting so
energetically as our Chairman, and we hope
t h a t under his guidance the Society will
continue to prosper.
We wish also on this occasion to extend a
cordial invitation to all boys interested in our
subject to attend our meetings. Possessors
of cameras, and those who hope to have one
some day, will be equally welcome.
H.

E.

There have been many reasons for this
renaissance—the hard work of the committee,
the yeoman service of our Chairman, Mr.
Blount, the artistic ability of R. W. J.
Chitham, and a surprising revival of interest
in the School as a whole.
For the Society's first meeting, the Chairman of the City Transport Committee,
Councillor A. L. Gibson, spoke on Birmingham's Transport System and dealt effectively
with the questions put by the Society's
budding Directors of the National Transport
Board. The second meeting took the form of
a discussion on the progress of the present
government. After opening speeches by Mr.
Cooke and Mr. Benett, members alternately
attacked and defended the government, Wall
Street and the Kremlin, and although the
oratorjr was not of high standard, there was
a great deal of it.
Thus, after a most encouraging term, we
look forward to the future with more hope
than we have ever dared to hold before.
G. W.

PETERS,

Hon. Secretary.
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
AT long last we can report the rej uvenation—
if not the resuscitation—of the Archaeological
Society. The marked and noticeable change of
spirit at our meetings can only be attributed
to the renewed enthusiasm and invigorated
zeal of the members.
Of course we have had our reverses. The
epidiascope has never functioned properly ;
we never start on time ; and something is
always mislaid. How enjoyable all this makes
our meetings ! Quips and witticisms, freely
circulating, tend delightfully to combine
serious study with amiable friendliness.
In addition, we also have talks on archaeology. Some are good, none are bad, some
are—well, not so good. Nevertheless they all
go down in the minutes as excellent and
illuminating. As yet we do not boast of a
very large membership.
But we are not
disconsolate. We feel certain t h a t as soon as
the Secretary of the Dramatic Society ceases
permanently to occupy a large portion of the
Societies Notice Board, R. W. j . Chitham's
posters will once more be visible.
Floriat Societas Archceologicalis.

STEIN,

A. W.

Hon. Secretary.

Is this " dig " merely
excavation ?—Editor.

MEWETT,

Hon. Secretary.
an archaeological

CIVIC SOCIETY
To the joy of a few, and to the amazement of
many, the Civic Society has had a great
revival this term. Numbers at both meetings
held so far have well exceeded forty, and a
large audience is expected for the Rev. D. V.
Godfrey.

GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY
T H E Society has stirred into life this term,
but attendances show that the improvement
is perhaps only a prolonged death-agony.
Seldom has an industrial visit been over•5(3

patronised, and only one speaker, Mr. Woodrow Wyatt, has had an audience approaching
fifty.
At the first of our meetings Canon Cribb
amused his audience with personal anecdotes
on " Java," some of which, indeed, belied his
clerical garb.
Mr. Woodrow W y a t t addressed the second,
and whilst his exposition of the problem of
" The Partition of India " was brilliant, he
found it difficult (to the delight of his audience
and of his political agent) to avoid political
polemics.
M. Paul Wertheim, Consul for the Netherlands in Manchester, will be our third speaker,
and will give the Dutch point of view of the
Indonesian question.
Messrs. Brinton's (Carpet Manufacturers of
Kidderminster), Wedgwood's Pottery Works,
Typhoo Tea Ltd., Cadbury Bros., and Fort
Dunlop, have all received visits from the last
stoics of our Society, whilst Stoke Salt Works
are to be visited in the last week of term.
J. L. HOGG,

Hon. Secretary.

PHILATELIC SOCIETY
T H E Society has had a very successful term.
Two meetings have been held so far and one
more is planned. At the first, a general meeting, a new attendance record of forty-six was
established. The second meeting, at which
J. B. Gottschalk gave a talk on " Stamps of
the U.S.A." also had a very good attendance.
The Committee has decided to hold three
" swap meetings " this term, and this
decision has been greeted with general
approval, since swapping is one of the most
important function of the Society and is
generally undertaken with great zest.
The Society is indebted to Mr. H u m and
Mr. Gosling for their* services as Chairmen, and
to the Art Society for its attractive posters.
Judging by its large following among members of the Lower School, the Philatelic
Society faces a very promising future indeed.
J.

B.

peditions, one to Aston Hall and the other to
the Lickey Hills, where sketches and watercolour paintings were made on the spot, and
where much valuable experience was gained.
Meanwhile, a group of stalwarts are
engaged in constructing the elaborate scenery
for the Dramatic Society's production of
" St. Joan." I t is hoped that, despite difficulties concerning materials, the work
executed for this current production will
surpass that constructed for last year's
" Macbeth."
During the latter half of the term, the
Society hopes to hear Dr. Mary Woodall
speak on painting, while a talk on cartooning
is predicted from the Secretary.
G. T. LYALL,

Hon. Secretary.

CHRISTIAN UNION
ALTHOUGH it made a later start than usual
to the term, the Society has lost little time in
settling down to a full programme. Five of
the regular Friday lunch-time, meetings have
so far been held, and these will continue
throughout the term. The prayer meetings
before morning school on Fridays have also
been carried on with varying attendances.
Moreover, a series of Bible Study meetings
has been arranged, which will take place
during Monday lunch-times in the Art Room.
Three of these meetings have so far been held
and have enjoyed considerable success. In
addition, one meeting has been held after
school. Mr. David Tryon, organizer of t h e
Pioneer Camps, presented a film on Africa
and some aspects of missionary work there.
The numbers of those attending the meetings have remained constant, but the nucleus
of keen Christians has grown considerably.
J. R.

GRUNDON,

Hon. Secretary.

THE CLOSED CIRCLE

GOTTSCHALK,

T H E Closed Circle continues to prosper under
the efficient guidance and chairmanship of
Mr. Blount, to whom the Society's thanks are
due for his discretion and lucidity in discussion.
Two meetings were held during the summer
term. At the first, E. J. Andrews read a paper
on " The Interpretation of History," and at
the second, Professor Pascal, of Birmingham
University, discoursed on " The Idea of
Western Civilization."
Both papers were
followed by discussion.
This term, the discussions have become
even lengthier and more erudite, thanks to
papers by G. F. B. Laughland on " An
Introduction to James Joyce and his Ulysses,"

Hon. Secretary.

ART SOCIETY
ALREADY this term, the Art Society, under
its Chairman, Mr. H u m , has visited the
Design Fair, an exhibition of drawings by
Old Masters, and has attended a talk entitled
" Sketching as an Aid to Appreciation."
This last, delivered by Mr. Hobbiss, was both
exceptionally practical and interesting, including as it did an exhibition of work by the
speaker and by others. During the summer
term, the Society made two sketching ex57

and by the Head Master on " Human
Happiness." The discussion on the latter
paper seemed a t times to verge upon the view
that perfect happiness is to be attained only
with perfect lunacy. Fortunately enough,
neither the present not the future happy
progress of the Society would appear to be
subject to this opinion.
J. R.

this term, when the Society will debate
whether Dick Barton should be taken off the
air, and whether the Internal Combustion
engine has proved beneficial to man.
On behalf of the Society, I should like to
thank Mr. Dunt for his services as Chairman.
R. W. J . CHITHAM,

Hon. Secretary.

GRUNDON,

Hon. Secretary.

RAILWAY AND MODEL ENGINEERING
SOCIETY
T H E birth of the Railway and Model Engineering Society must have been attended by
a bad fairy. For two years no workshop for
the engineers was available, but at last a room
of most curious shape was acquired. Now,
alas, we have been deprived of that, and
although another room will shortly be available, it is of an entirely different shape and
size, and the transplantation will cause a
considerable interruption in the plans to
begin regular demonstration classes.
The meetings have also suffered. At the
second meeting of the term, the speaker
withdrew at one hour's notice, and the
Secretary had to improvise a lecture. The
first meeting was a " Magazine Meeting " a t
which several members offered brief papers
of railway subjects. This meeting passed
without mishap. Outings will be resumed
when the lighter days return.
Mention must be made of the stalwart
service of A. T. Atkinson, who throughout the
Society's difficulties has maintained an
exemplary faithfulness to the Society's aims.
Mr. A." J. Gess and Mr. J. B. H u m must
also be mentioned for the work they have
done for us in addition to their many other
activities.
R.

T.

POPPLE,

Hon.

Secretary.

JUNIOR DEBATING SOCIETY
O F the two debates held so far this term, the
first was not well attended.
The motion
" This House thinks it is witnessing the
decline and fall of the British Empire," was
lost by seventeen votes to three, one member
abstaining. Only three speeches came from
the floor of the house !
The second debate, however, with t h e
motion that " This House would welcome
compulsorv games in the Removes and
Shells," attracted a swarm of small boys,
some of whom even plucked up enough
courage to deliver their maiden speeches. The
motion was rejected by twenty-six votes to
twelve. Two further meetings will be held

NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY
CONTRARY to the laws of nature, the Society
retired into hibernation during the summer,
chiefly because of the proximity of the annual
examinations.
With the help of its new Chairman, Mr.
Hurrell, however, the Society has been
wakened from its sleep, and enthusiasm
appears to be reasonably high. Two indoor
meetings were held during the latter half of
t h e term. Several original ideas concerning
field-meetings for the ornithologists have been
evolved.
With the advent of the Winter Duck there
is new interest at the local reservoirs, especially
on the pool in Edgbaston Park, within
half-a-mile of the School, where, on a recent
occasion, as many as eight species of duck
were observed.
We can only look into the future with the
hope t h a t the Society will not again follow its
downward course of last year.
M. J. ROGERS,

Hon. Secretary.

LA SOCIETE DES LANGUES VIVANTES
LA seance d'inauguration de la Societe eut
lieu mercredi le 10 no#embre, quand M.
Heritier, delegue culturel du consulat francais
a Birmingham, prononca un discours illustre
an sujet de son pays natal, " L'Auvergne."
II traita son theme sous tous ses aspects en
nous donnant de precieux renseignements sur
la ge'ographie, l'histoire, les industries, la vie
des paysans—enfin il n'omit rien. Apres son
discours, il nous fit voir a 1'epidiescope une
collection de cartes postales d'un interet peu
commun. En ve'rite, il s'acquitta si bien que
le manque de questions n'indiquait point
1'ennui mais temoignait plutot la facon dont
il avait traite a fond un theme des plus
difficiles et pourtant des plus interessants.
Ainsi la societe debuta admirablement;
et nous devons rendre graces a M. Biggs
pour avoir acheve' cette reussite.
Que
l'avenir aussi apporte de nouveaux lauriers a
cette jeune societe.
D. L.

RIDOUT,

Secretaire.
S8

J.T.C. REPORT

Classification is going well and everybody
should have a chance to classify by the end
of next term. The organization has worked
very smoothly, due to the efforts of Sgt. Hall
and L-Cpl. Britton, b u t our thanks go
especially to Captain Cooke, and also to L t .
Buttle, R.S.M. Moore, and C.S.M. Cotter for
their very willing assistance.
To judge b y the number of new recruits
who have joined during the term, the Combined Cadet Force is becoming increasingly
popular. We must pay tribute to Major
Leeds, our Commanding Officer, for his
energy and enthusiasm, and express our
appreciation of the ever-ready help and
encouragement given by the Officers of the
Contingent.

T H E fact t h a t the Corps is now known as the
Army and Basic Sections of the Combined
Cadet Force has made no material difference.
The Corps is divided into three Companies for
training.
" A " Company, under Capt.
Meerendonk, is training for Certificate A
Section Leading. " B " Company, which with
" C " Company forms the Basic Section, is
training for Certificate A Individual, under
the command of Lt. W. Barlow.
" C"
Company, under Lt. Buttle and R.S.M.
Moore, trains new recruits to the Contingent.
A new platoon has been formed for cadets in
the Fifth forms and above, who will be able
to take Certificate A Individual in March.
Many of these will join the new Naval Section
P. H. O'B. COOPER,
in May.
Senior C.S.M.
Success in Certificate A is important to the
cadet and to the Contingent alike, and we
J.T.C. CAMP REPORT
should like every cadet to pass this year.
This is only possible if we have the cooperation of all who are taking the examina- O N 27th August a special train arrived a t
New Street Station to take the Birmingham
tion. A Certificate A Section Leading Course
J.T.C.s to Catterick, but owing to unforeseen
will be organized towards the end of the
circumstances, the train started without
Christmas holidays, and we hope for a large
warning and left certain personnel and equipattendance.
ment behind.
Among the voluntary sections of the J.T.C.
The camp, under canvas, was attended bywe have the Band, under Cpl. Latham, which
just over a thousand cadets from J.T.C.s
is at present practising hard for the Church
from all over the country. Our numbers were
Parade on Sunday, November 14th. The increased this year to a hundred cadets and
Band is at full strength and we hope t h a t it
N.C.O.s, a number of N.C.O.s being made u p
will remain so. The Signals Section is much
from the keener cadets who afterwards
the same as last year, with Sgt. Booth
showed themselves very able as Section and
breaking all records by being in charge for the
Tent Commanders. The enthusiasm of all
third successive year. Sgt. Hall, who is also
cadets was excellent. We had Solihull School
Orderly Sergeant, is 2nd i/c Signals. There
J.T.C. as our next-door neighbours, while
have been fewer recruits to Signals this year,
Rugby J.T.C. resided not far away. We found
possibly because the original number of
ourselves situated conveniently near to the
recruits to the Contingent was smaller.
N.A.A.F.I. and the Mess Tents. The amenDuring the last three years all the C.S.M.'s ities of the camp were a great improvement
and most of the senior Sergeants have a t
on those of last year, especially the messing
some time been in Signals, and we hope that
facilities—thanks to the co-operation of all,
this will continue.
We hope that later in
and particularly of Major Leeds who kept
the term we shall receive wireless sets, so unwanted re-organizers a t bay.
that we can join the inter-school net.
The training also compared favourably with
The Senior Technical Training Section has
that of last year. The mornings were occupied
been more popular than ever. Cpls. Nicholas with demonstrations by Regulars and moveand Stein have done some very able coaching
ment to practice areas.
The afternoons'
in M.C. riding. This year. Junior Mechanics training consisted of some spectacular
has unfortunately petered out. The Naval
demonstrations by other arms of the service.
and Air Sections have been invited to take
The Corps was divided into four platoons—
part in our outside activities and a number of
two senior and two junior. No. 1 platoon was
Air Section cadets have joined the Technical
commanded by Capt. Meerendonk, while Lt.
Section.
Barlow, with C.S.M. Ludlow, commanded No.
Other aspects of the Corps include the 2 platoon. Capt. Cooke and Sgt. J. P . G. Jones
formation of an effective group in the Train- commanded No. 3 platoon. Lt. Buttle and
U-O Gatty commanded No. 4 platoon.
ing Stores, which the uninitiated call " the
Sergeants' Mess." It consists of the C.S.M.s
Amusements were similar to those of last
and senior Sergeants. The Clothing Stores is year, and there was still a lack of transport to
again directed by a member of the Corps,
Catterick Camp and Richmond. There were
namely Sgt. Neeves. The Armoury also has the " seven-a-side " Rugger matches, " six-aits forbidden corner where the armourers side " Soccer, and the Drill Competition, all
under Sgt. Spittle get their schemes together. under the guidance of Sgt. Tickell, but
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despite great keenness, every valiant effort
failed to gain us a place in any of them. There
were the Sports and the Film Show every
evening, and, of course, Community Hymn
Singing arranged and conducted by Lt.
Barlow, assisted by C.S.M. Ludlow. Competition was provided by the Rugby J.T.C.
with hymns of a less reputable nature.
Among the other highlights there was the
night operation, which took the form of
section stalks. I t started at 23.00 hours on a
dry, moonless night, amid the crash of
thunder-flashes and the brilliance of flares
provided by Trent College J.T.C. The operation continued until 00.30 hours next morning
when whistles were blown and everyone
gathered in the torchlit Mess Tents for a pint
of mud and a ship's biscuit, before having a
hurried wash in the cold water available and
climbing into bed.
Field Marshall Lord Montgomery paid us a
visit, and after inspecting the Guard of
Honour, for which we provided three N.C.O.s,
visited the contingents outside their Mess
Tents, where feasts were prepared for the
occasion.
The best tent in the camp was L-Cpl.
Buckley's, who received a suitable prize.
L-Cpl. Jackson's tent was runner-up, b u t all
the tents were very good.
Among other activities was a Church
Parade and a March Past of all the contingents. Signals also had a short period of
training.
The magnificent organization and encouragement given by the Officers greatly
helped the smooth functioning of the camp,
and C.S.M. Cotter is especially to be thanked
for his help. We thank also all those who
volunteered for the loading parties.
On 5th August, after returning borrowed
equipment, we boarded the train for Birmingham. On arrival at New Street, we
formed up for dismissal by Capt. Cooke, whose
word of command was lost in the hiss of
steam and the roar of engines ; whereupon
we all departed, feeling that we had probably
had the best camp since the end of the war.
P. H. O'B.

cadets, respectively. Basic training for t h e
recruits consists mainly of drill and aircraft
recognition. Proficiency training, now in its
final stages for the examination in November,
is itself divided into two groups. One is
" Electrical and Signals," which lets would-be
electricians into the secrets and intricacies of
wireless transmitters and receivers.
The
other, " Aircrew and General," lays the
emphasis on navigation and the theory of
flight. For the advanced class there is a most
interesting programme mapped out. Drill is
to be carried on several stages further, to
include ceremonial parade procedure, guard
posting and changing, and bayonet drill. An
addition to the syllabus is " Fieldcraft Movements." The A.T.C. has now taken to crawling
on its stomach in performing such mysterious
movements as the "leopard crawl " and the
" monkey run." Our thanks are due to
Sergeant-Major Moore for sparing some of his
valuable time to initiate us into these new
exercises.
The annual camp this year was held at
R.A.F. Station, Hooton Park, near Birkenhead. A fuller report appears elsewhere in
the CHRONICLE. Also during the holidays, a
week's gliding course was held at Castle
Bromwich. Five cadets attended, and, in
spite of bad weather, all were successful in
obta ning their " A " certificates. This year
the Flight is again taking part in the annual
Thanksgiving Service on November 14th. I t
is of special interest to the Flight this time, as
the salute is to be taken bv Wing Commander
W. Henson, M.B.E., R.A.F.V.R., the O.C.
Warwick and Birmingham A.T.C.
J. R. Harrison, last year's Flight-Sergeant,
is t o be congratulated on being awarded the
Knight Memorial Medal for the A.T.C.
We should like t o thank Fit. Lt. Mathews
for his continued zeal and vigour in the none
too easy task of organizing the training
programme.
Our thanks also go to F.O.s
Traynor and Whalley and to P.O. Gess for
the efficient way in which they carry out the
training.

A. J. IRELAND,

Flight-Sergeant.

COOPER,

Senior C.S.M.
A.T.C. CAMP REPORT
T H I S year's Annual Training Camp was held
from July 25th to August 1st, at R.A.F.
Station, Hooton Park, on the Wirral Peninsula near Birkenhead. We were blessed with
the company of three other A.T.C. units, two
of which were also from Birmingham. The
third was from Monmouth.
Unfortunately, owing to the small size of
the establishment, some of the usual training
facilities of the annual camps were lacking.
Nevertheless, the camp staff and the officers
of t h e various units set t o work and arranged
a very good programme. Flying was unfortunately curtailed by poor flying weather,

A.T.C. REPORT
T H E number of recruits this term has been
unusually large and gives the Flight a total
strength of about seventy.
At the beginning of the term there were
only two N.C.O.s left from last year, b u t a
promotion examination was soon held and
the successful cadets have since settled down
to their job, so that the Flight is once more
being run in its usual efficient manner. The
training this year is again divided into three
groups : for the recruits, proficiency candidates, and advanced or post-proficiency
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usually in the form of sea haze. This was a
great blow, both to the cadets and to the
organizers, as only a very lucky few had
flights. The highlights of the programme
were visits to local places of interest, including
a Liverpool Power Station, a Telephone
Exchange, the Shell-Mex Oil Refineries at
Ellesmere Port, and the Liverpool Airport a t
Speke. This visit to the Airport, one of the
largest civil airports in Northern England,
was of special interest to cadets. Most cadets
who went saw in operation the Radar system
of guiding aircraft in to land. Other activities
of the camp included open range shooting at
the nearby aerodrome of Sealand.
On the recreational side, there was a sports
afternoon, which included a strenuous threemile race around the perimeter track. This
race, as will be well remembered by the competitors, was run on the tarmac. The unit
was well represented among the winners,
who were presented with prizes by the
Camp Commanding Officer.
The cadets' leisure time was spent in
diverse ways. Some fanatics practised for
hours in the cricket nets, while other energetic
types played that exhausting game of " nonstop " cricket. The sweltering heat caused
many to spend their time in the open-air
" swimming bath," whose egg-yellow surrounds contrasted tastefully with the deep
emerald of its waters, and all spent both time
and money in Birkenhead, Liverpool or New
Brighton.
On the whole, the camp was successful,
although the programme perhaps was not as
varied as usual. We thank both the camp
staff, especially Mr. Fang, and also our own
Officers, Flt.-Lt. Mathews, F.O. Traynor and
P.O. Gess for their hard work in overcoming
so many difficulties.
L.T.C.

term was restricted to the Middles and Re*
moves, but, even so, the group was immediately brought up to full strength, and t h e
keenness of this year's recruits is one of t h e
hopes of the 70th. The Officer strength is
still increasing, and there are now six members
of the Staff occupied with scouting in the
School.
An interesting development took place
early this term, when the group was visited
by Mr. Radford, A.D.C. for Rover Scouts,
who gave a talk to the senior scouts about
Rovering, and said that he would like to see
the formation of a crew in the group through
which scout O.E.'s could continue their
association with the 70th. At present the
scheme has been approved in principle, and
the work of contacting ex-members of the
group is going ahead.
Training is progressing well in all troops, and
it is pleasing to note t h a t the standards are
rising higher. There are now twelve holders
• of the First Class Badge in the group—four
of which have been gained since the end of
the Summer term—including two " Scout
Cords." P.L.(s). A.R.C. Westwood and Senior
Scout D. C. D. Potter have fulfilled all the
requirements for the highest scouting proficiency award, the King's Scout Badge, and
are to be congratualted on this achievement;
the latter has recently left the School and we
wish him the best of luck in his new sphere in
Wales.
Later in the term, the Divisional Senior
Scout Competition will be held, when the
group will strive to retain the De Renzi
Shield, won last year, and several teams have
been entered. It is hoped that the production
of " Operation 70th. No. 2," an entertainment similar to b u t rather more ambitious
than that of last year will also take place in
the near future.
J. W. MILLS,
A.S.M.

SCOUT REPORT
T H E Summer term closed with two items
worthy of note for the School Scout Group.
The two teams entered for the Divisional
Junior Camping Competition under P.L.s
R. P. Moseley and N. T. Ward, were placed
second and third respectively. Field day was
organized on a group basis and the Scout
patrols were made to prove their abilities at
log-writing and at dealing with unexpected
situations by members of the Senior Troop.
The Summer Holidays saw the two camps
of which mention is made elsewhere in the
CHRONICLE, and also various meetings and
hikes held in prepartation for the new school
year.
Mitre, Park Vale and Vikings Troops
commenced the term with only four of last
year's P.L.s between them, the others having
" gone up " into the Seniors, who now number
twenty-seven. Progress so far in all troops
is very encouraging, however. Recruiting this

SCOUT CAMP REPORT
Mitre, Park Vale and Vikings Troops
FIFTV-ONE scouts and officers took part in the
combined scout troops summer camp, which
was held from 29th July to 10th August, at
Brixham, South Devon, on t h e same site as
last year. There were six patrols, together
with a smaller patrol of T.L.s, whose various
tasks included supervision of cooking, sanitation, and camp-fire programmes.
The camp was fortunate in having fine
weather during the first week, and t h e programme was carried out without difficulty.
Training and testing in the various parts of
scoutcraft took place on several days, and the
patrols also carried out a " survey of Brixham " during their free time. The camp was
by no means confined to training, however,
and there were many opportunities for
recreation. Bathing parades were held very

often; there was the start of a cricket is the highest mountain in England. On
" league " of four teams, though this was Friday, however, a less strenuous activity
ultimately cancelled because of weather was organized, and patrols set out without
interference and lack of time, and there was maps to find a tarn three miles away. At
one memorable afternoon when many campers intervals around 3 o'clock next morning,
attempted unsuccessfully to view the Olympic
three parties were assembled to view the
yacht-racing in Torbay.
sunrise—one from Scafell Pike, another from
Great Gable, and a third from Glaramara.
Out-of-camp activities included another
visit to the Dartmouth Naval College, a trip When these returned, scouts were able to do
t o see the arrival of the Olympic torch a t as they wished, and a number went into
Keswick, the nearest town. On Sunday, after
Torquay, an excursion by river-boat up the
Dart, the selling of programmes and the a number of scouts had attended church, an
decorating and manning of a lorry for the adventure journey took place. Patrols had
Brixham carnival, and a two-day hike across to go to a tarn which was about two-and-asouth-eastern Dartmoor from South Brent to half miles away. On the way they were confronted by six incidents with which they
Buckfastleigh. This last expedition consisted
had to deal. The next two days were taken
of eight of the more experienced campers.
up by twenty-four hour journeys for the
During camp, seven scouts undertook their
Venturer or First Class Badges. As we were
First Class Journeys, and one Scout Cord,
two First Class Badges, six Second Class breaking camp on Thursdaj', Wednesday was
Badges, and several special proficienc3r badges spent for the most part in cleaning up,
although some caves near the camp were
were gained.
The latter p a r t of the camp—except the • explored. Thursday ended a most successful
camp and the party returned home.
last day—was wet, at times exceedingly so,
and arrangements had to be made to meet
Our most sincere thanks are due to Mr.
the changed conditions, but one feature of
Hurrell for running the camp so successfully.
t h e 1948 Summer Camp was t h a t it proved
J. D. GOODE, P.L.{S).
two things : that the troops were adaptable,
R. L. WISHLADE, P.L.{S).
and that scouts can take care of themselves,
for none of the boys in camp suffered from
any of the ailments t h a t bad weather can
SURVEY AND EXPLORATION
cause.
IN NORTHERN CANADA
The patrol competition was won by the
Wildcat Patrol under CM. Jones, by a very
DURING the Summer holidays, three members
small margin over the patrol comprised of
of the School took part in the expedition in
members of last year's Vikings Troop. The Northern Canada, organized by the Public
standard of the competition was high through- Schools Exploration Society. The following
out.
is a condensation of a diary written by M. T.
We should like to take this opportunity to Davies.
thank our officers for all their work in con- August 4th. Boarded the " Empress of
nection with the camp, and to place on record
Canada " a t Liverpool, and settled in. The
our deep appreciation of C. C. G. Rawll's ship is large, 22,000 tons, and the tourist
labours in the stores department. Theirs is accommodation, which is to be our home for
indeed a " Labour of Love."
the week's journey, is very good indeed. We
are a total of fifty-four explorers, a mixed
J. W. MILLS,
bunch—on the whole not a very Herculean
A.S.M.
lot.
SENIOR SCOUT SUMMER CAMP REPORT August 6th. The food on boar 1 is exquisite.
Perfectly cooked and plentiful. We are now
used to seven-course lunches and dinners, with
T H I S year, the first summer camp to be held
an abundance of bacon and eggs in the
exclusively for Senior Scouts took place,
morning. Charles and myself have at least
from Tuesday, 27th July, to Thursday, 5th
August, at the south end of Borrowdale in equalled any appetite on board. Our waiter
the Lake District.
Sixteen scouts were is resigned to the situation and now places
present under the leadership of five officers. the next course before us without waiting for
The party arrived by devious routes : six the inevitable order.
scouts cycled, while the rest came by train. August \3th. We sighted land at 6-0 p.m. on
Despite the fact that the rainfall of the Lake
August 9th, but did not disembark at Quebec
District is very heavy, rain fell for only one until midday on the 11 th. Quebec is an old
hour on the Saturday night.
The tempercity, proud of its antiquity, and there are
ature however was hot and reached 93 degrees many grand buildings and wide streets which
on one occasion.
bear an extraordinary' resemblance to those of
France. From Dolbeau we travelled eightyOn Wednesday, the day after we arrived,
a party ascended Green Gable and Great seven miles by motor-coach to the southern
Gable. On the next day a more ambitious end of the Lac Jourdain where we transshipped to a barge which took us on a three
ascent was made, this time Scafell Pike, which
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September 8th. Tomorrow we return to
hour journey to the Base Camp on the
western side of the Lake. We expect to go Survey Base Camp. The area we have mapped
was the site of a vast fire which completely
out for a survey expedition of three weeks'
destroyed the forest some twenty or mere
duration, establishing camps at the centre of
years ago. We pray for frost, as the flies are
the territory to be surveyed.
August 14th. The twelve men of our survey becoming worse and we are covered all over
our bodies with bites. Lumber-jacks refuse
party packed up at Base Camp this morning,
and we set off at 2.30 p.m. to canoe as far as to work here during the summer months,
solely because of the insects. Rations will be
possible up the lake. We then carried our
equipment, tents and supplies over the water double for the last ten days. Our morale h a s
shed and down to Rat River, and then on to trebled at the prospect.
the survey camp towards the north. The sky
September
16th. Today plane-tabled an
is clear and the weather has been good. With almost impossible area, but we made good
luck we may have a frost tonight. I say "with
progress. Last night was the coldest we h a v e
luck " because it may kill off the gnats, which experienced here.
Tents, capes, butter,
are a curse.
porridge, and boots were frozen solid. All
the ground was white and icicles dripped from
August 17th. Work for today consisted of
making out the base line from which all our the trees. Bears now infest all the surroundtriangulation will be constructed. Accuracy ing pine woods and their claw marks can b e
seen on trees and logs. This afternoon we
is essential and any error would be possibly
multiplied thousands of times in constructing heard a wolf-call for the first time—a dismal
sound. The survey will be finished tomorrow.
larger triangles. Bed a t 8-0 p.m.
September 19th. At Survey Base Camp.
August 20th. I am writing this at West
Finished survey work and made ready to
Extension at 10-0 p.m. From this point 1 can
see magnificent country, innumerable lakes return to Main Base Camp.
September 20th. We reached the Divide and
and rivers, and mountains 2,000 feet high.
looked back on the valley which for the last
Last night "Astro " (astrological observation)
was taken and I now know to within fifty five weeks had been our home. The dismal
but magnificent scene was made more sombre
yards where we are on the Earth's surface.
by the realisation that we should never look
August 22nd. Rest day. We went swimming
in R a t River but were shot a t b y hostile on those hills again. We leave for Quebec on
Thursday, September 23rd.
French Canadians. This is a grand life. We
eat well and sleep even better, to bed early
and up a t 6.0 a.m., a sing-song round the fire
every night, good companions, and a good
TAKE MY HAND
camp amid the lakes, forests and mountains.
August 24th. The weather is hot, the vege- COMPASSION must always be shown to a new
tation damp, and the whole atmosphere is boy lost amongst the hurly-burly of the first
like that of an equatorial forest, with in- few days of term at King Edward's. Should
numerable types of lichen, moss, trees, and
he fall at your feet and beg for mercy, gently
creepers. When ranging in such country raise him up and guide him round his new
there is the ever-present possibility of meeting surroundings, thus.
bear and moose. One party has seen three
That is a Prefect. Prefects can always be
bears (there are certainly many in the district)
recognised because they always wear their
and some men swear they have heard them
caps two sizes too large. I t is not known what
prowling around the tents at night. It is happens to the enormous quantity of milk
very interesting to be in an intimate commun- that goes into the Prefects' Room each day,
ity such as ours, for each man has a different
but it is hoped that they do not keep cats.
enthusiasm, and by exchanging opinions,
They give essays, but never read them—
one's outlook is broadened immensely.
draw your own conclusions. Out of School
August 28th. Set out on a plane-tabling they are distinguished by their hoop-la
expedition. The beauty of plane-tabling is appearance, and in school by their Tudor rose
that you can see the map grow under your ties, b u t since Tudor rose ties seem to be
hand. We had to ford the R a t River, with extremely popular, this is a doubtful token
ice-cold water up to our waists. Coming back
of authenticity.
we discovered an old trapper living alone in
A person with his coat unbuttoned and his
a log cabin—a beautiful construction of
trousers faultlessly creased is sure to be a
peeled pine logs, untrimmed, but mortised and
Sixth-Former.
If he has egg-stains down the
tenoned, the roof of perfect proportions, and
the whole aspect reminiscent of a Swiss front of his coat, he is a scientist, and if his
chalet. Thoughts of war and world politics pockets bulge suspiciously, he is probably a
seem fantastic in these surroundings, and to classicist taking a " Lewis and Short " home
Sixthsuch a recluse it must be a matter of supreme for a week-end's entertainment.
Formers never stand in queues and are
indifference whether atomic bombs are
dropped on New York, Moscow or anywhere shocked if anyone suggests t h a t they should.
Their strong-arm methods are more likely t o
else.
succeed than the legal essay of their exalted
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colleagues. If you think you see one without
a cap, look again since the headgear of these
individuals is usually so small as to make
little visible difference between their wearing
it and not wearing it.
The rest of the population of t h e School
does not matter. This general rule excludes
the Staff, who do matter. But you must find
out about the Staff for yourself.
Leaving the description of the inmates,
next turn to guiding him over the school
buildings. The most easily detectable branch
is the Science Block, especially if you are on
the windward side. The Library is where we
keep our empty shelves. Silence is also kept
in the Library. The Masters' Corridor is the
dark stretch of inky blackness facing the
Geography Rooms. The Masters' Corridor
must always be written with capital letters
because it is Out of Bounds.
I t is not certain whether the romantic
pictures on the form-room walls are to relieve
the monotony of cream distemper—we should
have thought that the decorative ink blots
performed t h a t office quite satisfactorily.
Scratches on the desks do not indicate a
gastric leaning towards wood ; the scratches
are decipherable, as is the writing on the
paradoxically yellow blackboards. Do not
wash your face with the liquid soap in the
washrooms ; if you do you will come out in
spots.
There are four Houses. They contest in
Rugger, Cricket, and Fives (amongst other
sports). Egg-yellow, tomato-red, olive-green,
and Waterman's washable-blue are their
various colours, and the colour schemes of
House-heroes are inclined towards the bizarre.
For the sum of five shillings per annum you,
too, may play Rugger, Cricket, Fives and so on,
and also attend Society meetings.
The
Societies at King Edward's are curious
institutions. No-one knows what they do
there. Occasionally more than the Chairman
and Secretary attend, because some people
take the view that having paid five shillings
anyway, they might as well get all they can
for it.
You may play Rugger.
Not only do we
play Rugger a t King Edward's, but sometimes we win a match as well. You may play
Cricket. You may play Tennis—although do
not use the school courts and school tennis
balls together, since one or the other is sure
to go.
Finally, we have school contingents of the
armed forces. The less said about these the
better. There was no room in the CHRONICLE
to print the report of the Stone-Gatherers
Society, but admission is free and its activities
popular.
End by encouraging your " p r o t e g e . "
Who knows, one day he might have his own
room opposite the Library and march firmly
down Big School each morning at the head
of his stalwarts.
A.W.M.

HINTS ON LAWN TENNIS
SOME games are easy to play, but Lawn
Tennis is not one of them. Too many people
are content with a travesty of the game, in
which they gently pat the ball back and
forwards across the net, a pastime which
doesn't call for much skill and provides little
exercise. I t would be difficult to deduce from
it that Tennis is one of the most violent and
exhausting of games.
In order to play the game reasonably well,
certain preliminaries are essential. First you
should t r y by hook or by crook to get hold of
a good racquet. If you are buying a new one,
it is best to go with a friend who knows something about the game ; he will see that the
racquet is well balanced, and you should take
his advice if he tells you to buy one with a
thick handle. It is advisable to have the
handle as thick as you can grip with comfort;
a thin handle, which some players mistakenly
believe that they can hold better, will cause
you to relax your grip too easily in the heat
of play.
One of the main essentials, as in all ball
games, is to keep your eye on the ball. In
playing your shots, try to watch the ball
right up to the moment when the racquet
strikes it ; this is not easy, but you can train
yourself to do it. In serving, watch the ball
as you throw it up, and keep on watching i t ;
similarly, when your opponent serves, watch
it from the moment he begins to throw it into
the air, not just as it approaches you.
Another important rule is to move towards
the ball, and when you hit it to have your feet
planted firmly on the ground. Watch the
bad player, and you will see how he waits for
the ball to come to him, so that he has to
play the shot either in a cramped position or
with one foot waving wildly in the air.
Next make sure t h a t you are gripping the
racquet correctly. Don't hold it too near the
end, nor too close to the head. Grasp it firmly
as if you were shaking hands with it. Place
your hand, palm downwards and fingers wide
apart, on the gut of the racquet, and then
let it slide down until you are gripping the
handle firmly.
Most players find serving difficult, but it is
quite a natural action. Pick up a stone and
throw it, and if you study the action of the
throw, you will have the correct service
action to build upon. Turn your body sideways to the net and don't hesitate to let the
racquet swing freely. At first, no doubt, the
results will be surprising to the players on the
next court, b u t with practice accuracy should
come fairly quickly. Smashing calls for the
same action as serving, and as you are nearer
the net than in serving, it should be easier.
Wait for the ball, and tell yourself that you
are going to hit it to a definite position on the
court. This will lead to better results than if
you swipe aimlessly a t the ball.
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which serve to show their complete lack of
observation as well as common sense, can
only produce a rude noise. To the dismay and
horror of the brass player they announce
t h a t the instrument " does not work."
Yes, the organist may suffer, but what of
the poor 'cellist who is asked where his chinrest is, or the flautist who is told t h a t his oboe
produces a beautiful tone ? The number of
pianists who would think of giving a sheet of
music headed " Corno II in La " to the
unfortunate second Horn to interpret is small
indeed.
You organists are not to be spared either.
You do have some excuse, for you may be
confused by the badly named stops on your
instrument, but you are nevertheless as bad
as your brother key-board players. And mark
well that tympanists do not like being called
" big drummers."
For the true instumentalist, the typical
pianist is a character to be avoided at a*l
costs. Leave him to go his own way—he has
started wrongly, but do not attempt to p u t
him right. His numbers far exceed yours,
b u t carry on in the knowledge t h a t you are
the righteous minority.
You will not be
appreciated truly, except by each other, b u t
at least you are right yourselves. When you
are forced by the restrictions of your instrument (wherein lies a great deal of its musical
art) to employ a pianist, treat him well. He
may play more notes than you, b u t how
greater is the musical value of your one note
against his half-dozen ! Your accompanist
will look upon you as a poor, weak inferior
who must be helped. He will imagine himself
the re-incarnation of the Good Samaritan,
and will probably say so.
Unfortunately no-one considers himself a
CIVIS.
typical pianist, b u t you will know one when
you meet him. And when you do meet one,
let him alone, say nothing, be kind, just
AND WHAT OF THE REST?
remember t h a t he is misguided. You at least
know better.
J.B.L.
T H E article in the last edition of the
CHRONICLE, entitled " In Defence of an
Organist," calls for a similar enunciation by
the bold but sadly depleted defenders of true
A CHARACTER
musical (as opposed to mechanical) instruments.
" H E wasn't perfect or superhuman, or
anything like that, yet there were some things
The organist defends himself against an
about him that didn't seem to make sense.
imaginary attack : he abhors whose who ask
" W h a t difference does this knob make? " ; His peculiarities, whatever they were, must
he disassociates himself from the pianist. have lain in his brain—his outward appearance was quite ordinary. He was about five
We grant him that, indeed we cannot blame
feet ten in height, fairly broad, with rather
him. We do exactly the same ourselves.
long arms. His face was always calm and
The organist condemns his ignorant public,
composed ; I envied him, for he seemed
but we go further. We condemn a group of
never to have any worries at all. His dress
mortals who should be fairly knowledgeable,
but certainly are not. We refer, of course, to was ordinary too ; he always wore a light grey
that terrible and numerous race—the typical suit, with a shirt to match, and a red tie.
His shoes were black.
pianists. They are the sort of people who,
after giving a seemingly musical performance
" You first took notice of him when he
a t their key-board, pick up a brass instru- began to speak, for he could converse with
ment and, with vain puffings and blowings.
any specialist on any subject, and when I

In playing the ground shots, the position of
the feet must be carefully observed. You will
never hit the ball well on the forehand if you
attempt the stroke with your body facing the
net. Don't, however, go to the other extreme,
as some quite good players do, and point your
left shoulder at the net. It is best to adopt a
position between these two extremes. On
the other hand, when playing shots on the
backhand, you should almost have your back
to the net. This is a difficult shot to bring off.
An important thing is to keep on trying and
not to run round the ball and seek to convert
the backhand into a forehand.
This will
prove disastrous ; your opponent will at once
perceive your weakness, and will play heavily
on it.
Volleying the ball is one of the greatest
pleasures of the game, but it is a difficult art
and generally only comes when some proficiency has been achieved in the other strokes.
There are three main points to observe :
have your feet planted on the ground, don't
relax your grip on the racquet, and hit the
ball crisply with a short, sharp movement of
the wrist.
Aim at increasing your power and your
accuracy.
To achieve power, swing the
racquet freely, don't hug it to your body.
Take the racquet well back (except in the
volley) so t h a t it has momentum of its own
when it meets the ball, and when it has struck
the ball, let it follow through in its natural
arc. To gain accuracy, take half-a 7 dozen
balls and t r y to drive them down the tramlines ; you will be surprised how difficult it
is. Finally, don't despise the lob. In doubles
it can be the most devastating shot in the
game.
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first met him, I was immediately struck with
the vastness of his knowledge. He came
round to my house on several evenings and
we had some very interesting talks. In the
middle of October, he remarked casually,
" You know, Dewey will never be President,"
and later, at the end of the same month, he
said, " It'll be a good thing to have a prince
in the Royal line." I had to laugh. " How
do you know ? " I asked. He only shrugged
his shoulders with a curious grin that didn't
seem to belong to him a t all.
" He was perfectly normal when I first
met him, but he has developed some queer
habits since then. He never bothers to knock
at tire door, for example—he just walks
through the wall. One night he was a little
late, and when he came in, he said, " I'm
awfully sorry to be so late, but I struck an
air-pocket at about three thousand feet."
" Did you come b y plane, then " I asked.
"?No," he replied, " I walked as usual." I
once asked him how old he was, but I think
he must have been joking when he said, " I
had my throat cut in 2077, so I suppose I'm
minus 129."
" He's a little odd, I suppose, but he's a
charming fellow to talk to . . . quite charm-

BOOKS AND PICTURES
Winston Churchill: " The Gathering Storm."
ROBERT BROWNING once wrote : " When the
fight begins within himself, a man's worth
something." Internal strife within the man is
the keynote of Mr. _ Churchill's first volume
of memoirs, " The Gathering Storm."
Here
are depicted the divided loyalties of a fiery
Jeremiah, calling to action his friends and
foes alike, the reactions of a lone prophet
meeting only with scepticism from the
members of his party. In the pages of history
his worth will surely be proven. The temptations of bitter self-satisfaction must have
confronted Mr. Churchill in every chapter
t h a t he wrote, yet the phrase " that the
words of the prophet might be fulfilled"
is happily lacking.
In a recent book, Sir Arthur Salter propagates the theory that a personal account of
contemporary politics is ever an asset to
future historians. Mr. Churchill adopts a
similar standpoint in his preface. He purports
" to hang the chronicle and discussion of
great military and political events upon the
thread of the personal experiences of an
individual . . . I do not describe it as history
for that belongs to another generation. But
I claim with confidence that it is a contribution to history which will be of service in
the future."

During his wartime premiership, Mr.
Churchill amassed a unique record of memoranda, directives, personal telegrams, and
minutes, comprising nearly a million words.
Examples of these documents are in evidence
throughout the latter half of the book, which
deals with the " Twilight War," and in an
appendix of official papers. The wartime
premier also had access to the recently
discovered records of the Axis powers.
To many, however, the events of the interwar years provide more obvious interest.
Animosity and faction still surround the rise
of the Third Reich, the Western Democracies'
apathy towards rearmament, the merits and
defects of the prolonged Baldwin administration, and the indecisive policy that culminated
in Munich. Each of these is discussed in
detail, together with the aloofness of isolationist America and the selfish attitude of
opportunist Russia. The exposition of the
Munich tragedy is especially intriguing.
Despite the assurances of Sir Reginald
Leeper and Lord Halifax that Great Britain,
France, and Russia would stand by Czechoslavakia in the event of aggression, they
committed a breach of good faith ; they are
relentlessly portrayed.
The subsequent
dismissal of Mr. Duff Cooper made a further
addition to the patriotic alliance between Mr.
Anthony Eden and Mr. Churchill himself.
This great work will certainly occupy a
prominent place on the shelves of the literary
reader. The stirring oratory of the Dunkirk
leader has lost none of its force in these days
of peace. Your critic must take his cue from
Mr. Punch. The ghost of Caesar is depicted
in conversation with Mr. Churchill, uttering
the words " Do you ever wonder what a
treat this is going to be for schoolboys in the
year 4000 A.D. ? " It is vain to discuss the
relative literary merits of these great war
memoirs and Caesar's Bellum Gallica. One
thing is assured : Winston Churchill, the
greatest statesman of the age, has a perpetual
monument to his memory.
P.A.G.
The Richard Wilson Exhibition
" POPULAR A R T . " That phrase is on the lips
of all the modern education councils. " Let
the man in the street have an opportunity to
appreciate the works of the masters."
Perhaps he would do so if all the exhibitions
were equal to the standard of the exhibition
of paintings by Richard Wilson and his
circle, now on view at the City Art Gallery.
Before I attempt to describe this exhibition,
let me clear away any ideas you may have
that I was biased in my inspection by a
previous knowledge of the artists concerned.
The name of Richard Wilson was to me like
the Hittite Civilization or Nuclear Physics,
no doubt interesting for his devotees, but well
away from my ken. However, I have no wish
to elude art because it is art, even if I do
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MR. T. E. B. HOWARTH,

Born in 1914, Mr. Howarth was at Rugby School from 1928
to 1932. In 1933 he went up as a History Scholar to Clare
College, Cambridge, where he took First Class Honours in Parts
I and II of the History Tripos. He left Cambridge in 1937 to
become an assistant master at Canford School and in the following year joined the stall of Winchester College, where he remained until the outbreak of war. He joined the Hampshire
Regt. as a private soldier and was later commissioned in the
King's Regt., rising to the rank of Brigade Major. From June,
1944, he saw service in North-West Europe with the H.Q. 9th
Infantry Brigade and with the 3rd Infantry Division. He served
as Personal Liaison Officer to the C-in-C, Field-Marshal Montgomery, and was awarded the Military Cross in 1945. At the
end of the war he returned to Winchester, and in September, 1948,
succeeded Mr. C. R. Morris as Head Master of the King Edward
VI Foundation in Birmingham.

quail at Picasso. So it was with an open
mind that I entered the exhibition.
The first thing that impressed me was the
immensity of most of his canvasses. Many
are five or more feet high. But while a lot of
the effect of these pictures results from the
size, the artist paid a full share of attention
to detail. The different kinds of trees are
easily distinguishable, and small fragments of
fallen masonry are often introduced into the
scene. The landscape depicted is usually a
valley in Italy, with a road or lake in the
centre and a tree or an old castle on each side
in the fore-ground, direct and apparently
simple. But above all, our artist seems to
have caught supremely well the idea of
distance in his mountains and far-off woods.
His skies are nearly always quiet though
cloudy, and the whole reflects a serenity of
mind rarely met nowadays.
In the list of painters who influenced
Wilson are many Italians, and their influence
is obvious from his style. Even Snowdon
and Devonshire become somehow Italianised
in his pictures. It was during his travels in
Italy that he learned of so many classical
figures—though
indeed, the inclusion of
Olympian figures in landscapes rather near
to nature seems somewhat incongruous.
Perhaps the greatest quality of Wilson's
style is its solidity. Like a Classical Symphony
each of the best of these pictures will bear
careful examination, and the more one
realises t h a t each figure or rock, each tree or
hill is there for a purpose and is indispensible

to the picture as a whole, the more one will
feel the worth of the solidity of style and
meticulous care of composition compared
with the loose and shambling efforts of today.
Do visit this exhibition, you " man in the
street " ; even if it should fail to please your
eye immediately, it will certainly provide
food for vour thought.
E.H.G.C.
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